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?  ihv  &1  of  Juh-,  iIh>  immiii)]!  «tW  hi* 
I  arrival  M  CMuitniig^  WttittiiijiMti  KMtk 

[  f(>nual  miunuuiil  nf  iln<  Hrni,V.     Il  wwt 

drawu  up  on  the  eumuHin  aUiui  liittr  n  iiiiIk  iWuii 
bead-qiiarrcrs.  A  multiiut]i<  hml  uv'^'iitlil"'!  t\wn\ 
fur  as  yi'l  mitiury  sjhkMjwIvs  wvro  Ilu^t^llit•»,  niiil 
tlw  ciun)i  WHS  fijl  of  vMiU)r«,  nii<ii,  winiuiii,  itii<l 
childreu,  IVom  itll  puts  of  iho  t<iiiiiitrj',  vrliu  linil 
relatives  among  the  ypoiiiiin  nolillvry. 

An  tuideiit  olm  h  still  poluioil  out.  uitilcr  w)il«h 
Washingluii,  oh  hti  iirriviMl  (nan  lit'itil-i|iii)i'(i<i>>i  oi"- 
compiuiM  hy  G«iii>nU  Lfoimd  u  iiuiiu'itniii  miltu, 
whwled  his  horec,  aii<l  tirow  )>[■  Kwiml  lu  tinii- 
mander-iii-cbiof  of  the  armioi.     Wo  have  uilwl 


2  LIFE   OF    WASnlNGTON. 

the  poetical  deacripiion  of  him  furiiislied  lij  tho 
pea  of  Airs.  AdamB ;  we  give  her  sketch  of  his 
militaiy  compeer  —  less  poetiwil,  hul  no  leas 
graphic 

"  General  Lee  looks  like  a  careleaa,  hardy 
veteran ;  aud  by  his  appeariuico  brought  to  my 
mind  his  iiamesake,  Charles  _  XII.  of  Sweden. 
The  elegance  of  his  pea  far  exceeds  that  of  his 
I)erson." ' 

Accompanied  by  this  veteran  campaigner,  on 
whose  military  judgment  he  had  great  reliance, 
Washington  visited  the  different  American  posts, 
and  rode  to  tJie  heiglits,  commanding  views  over 
Boston  and  its  environs,  being  anxious  to  make 
himself  acquainted  with  the  strength  aud  relative 
position  of  both  armies :  and  here  we  will  give  a 
few  particulars  couceriiiug  the  distinguished  com- 
manders with  whom  bo  was  brought  immediately 
in  competilioD. 

Congress,  speaking  of  them  re pix>ach fully,  ol>- 
served,  "  Three  of  England's  most  experienced 
generals  are  sent  to  wage  war  witli  tlieir  fellow- 
Bubjecle,"  The  first  here  alluded  to  was  the 
Honorable  William  Howe,  next  in  command  U> 
Gage.  He  was  a  man  of  a  fine  presence,  six  ftet 
high,  well  proportioned,  and  of  graceful  deport- 
ment- He  is  said  to  have  been  not  unlike  Wash- 
ington in  appearance,  though  wanting  his  energy 
and  activity.  He  lucked  also  his  air  of  authority ; 
but  ftlfubility  of  manners,  and  a  generous  dispo- 
sition, made  him  popular  with  botli  oIKcers  aud 
soldiers. 

1  Mrs.  Adams  lo  Jobn  Admnn,  1T76. 
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There  wne  a  seDtiinent  in  hia  favor  even  among 
AmericuuB  at  the  time  wheu  he  arrived  m  BosIod. 
It  was  remembereil  that  he  nas  brother  U>  the 
gallant  aud  geueroiis  youth,  Lord  Uowe,  who 
fell  in  the  flower  of  his  davs,  on  the  banks  of 
Lake  George,  and  whose  untimely  death  had 
been  laraeoted  throuj^hout  the  colonies.  It  was 
reiiKimber»d  ihut  the  gener-U  himself  hod  won 
reputation  in  the  same  campaign,  commanding 
the  light  infiuitry  under  Wolfe,  on  the  Gunous 
Fluns  of  Abraham.  A  mouniful  feeling  had 
therefore  gone  through  the  country,  when  Gen- 
eral Howe  wiu  cited  as  oue  of  the  British  com- 
manders who  hiid  moat  disiirigiii^hed  tliemseWes 
in  the  bloody  battle  of  Banker's  ElilL  Congress 
spoke  of  it  wilh  generoos  sensibility,  in  their  ad- 
dress to  the  people  of  Inelasd  already  quoted. 
"  America  is  amazed,"  wud  they,  "  to  find  the 
name  of  Howe  on  ibe  CAtnlogne  of  her  enemies 
—  iht  iitPtd  hit  hrotiter  !  " 

General  Henry  CJinlon.  [he  neit  in  command, 
was  grandson  of  the  Earl  uf  Lincoln,  and  sun  of 
George  Clinton,  who  had  been  governor  of  the 
province  of  New  York  for  teu  years,  from  1743. 
The  general  had  seen  service  on  the  continent 
in  the  Seven  Yean'  War.  He  wa£  of  short 
cttttare,  and  inclined  lo  corpaleocy ;  with*  a  frill 
fiux  and  prominent  noi«.  His  manners  were 
rewTved,  and  altogether  be  was  in  strong  oontrast 
with  Howe,  and  by  no  means  so  popnUr. 

Burgoyoe,  the  other  British  general  of  note, 
WM  natural  sod  of  Lord  Bingley,  and  had  en- 
tered  ihe  army  at  nn  early  age.      While  ] 


i  yet  a 
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hWmvb,  be  \aA  bmIc  a  raskwar  aaiA  wiili  m 
fcw^r  «f  tbe  Ewl  of  Dcrtij.  iriv  ilavMeMd 


1758,  Bwgvrw  n»  •  Beatawt-cDlcnel  of  ^tt 

Ib  17CI.  he  ■>»  icnt  with  ■  £m»  ts 


ibjrAeOMUde  h  Lqipe, 

i^  tks  lewB  ef  JUmAib.     Be  had  mmb  bam 
dMM  to  FmAwm  (v  Ab  Inra^  of  ICdOe- 


■  ihe  pn  worU ;  Ukm^ 

'  >  ptaadoes  at  ibe  gaM- . 

instable.    His  Tcpvtatiaa  fcr  taleon  Mid  aerrieea 

~~  ittbabewtsf  bk&iher-n- 

k«,lbabri«rDMbr.    la  1774.  be  pii«  «M>- 

riqr  ift  ibe  iaaiiiini;r  of  a  wo  of  tbe  Eari  wiib 

IjmIj'  BettT  Kodtao,  bj  pcoJadag  at  e^anc 

c  tnflo.  eiUicM,  "Thtf  Haid  of  tbe  Oaks,' 

aftwaatih  poifenacd  at  Drarr  Lane,  and  Wm- 

Uutg  aanBam  bj  Hunu^  Walpofe. 

k  sew  pappm-sbow  at  Dmrr  Lajae." 

kr^'M  fiae  as  the  xtant  cbu  iiiak« 

aad  a«  doH  aa  dw  antbijr  euofal  ooi;  help  aHk- 


II  i*  bat  jiit>tic«  to  Bnrgovt 
thai  tu  aititT  yean  be  pruloLial  «  <] 
-Tba    Heiress,"    wb"*   estoMe-l  «T«n   VdpideB 
■pprubiuiiju.   «ba   [Mvtuianon]   it 
oooadv  tu  thti  EuHlish  Iuu^ouik- 

1  WaJpulc  tu  a»  Hud.  W.  S-  C 
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Such  were  the  three  BrilUh  couiiiiiimlora  til 
Boston,  who  were  cousi<lere<l  especinlly  I'urniiil- 
able  i  and  iLey  hiid  nitb  them  eleven  tlmusaiid 
veteran  troops,  welt  appointacl  aud  well  diiici- 
plined. 

In  vuiting  the  difTereat  posts,  WashiugtoQ 
halted  for  a  time  at  Prospect  Ilill,  which,  «a  its 
name  denotes,  comimiDded  a  wide  view  over  Ilus- 
toD  and  the  sarrounding  country.  Here  Putaam 
bod  taken  his  poutioo  after  the  battle  of  Bun- 
ker's Hill,  fortifying  himself  with  works  which 
he  deemed  impregnable;  and  here  the  velemn 
was  enabled  to  point  out  to  the  commaniler-iu-cliief, 
and  lo  Lee,  the  main  features  of  the  Itelligureut 
region,  which  lay  spread  out  like  a  map  before 

Bunker's  Hill  was  but  a  mile  distant  to  the 
east,  the  British  standard  floating  as  if  in  tri- 
ompb  ou  its  summit.  The  main  force  under 
General  Howe  waa  intrenching  itself  Blrorigly 
about  half  a  mile  bejond  the  place  of  the  recent 
battle.  Scarlet  uairorms  gleamed  about  ihe  hill ; 
teots  and  marquees  whitened  its  sides.  All  up 
ibere  was  bright,  brilliant,  and  triumphant.  At 
the  base  of  the  hill  laj  Charleiilown  In  ashes, 
"notliiiig  to  be  seen  of  that  fine  town  but  diim- 
Deya  and  rubbish." 

Bowe's  sentries  extended  a  hundred  and  fiAj 
Twds  befcod  t^  oeck  or  Utbmas,  over  which 
tbe  AmericMw  relRsled  after  (be  baUtle.  Three 
flMling  baiterics  in  UjBtic  Bivcr  comtrowM 
l3tM  BihMBa,  Bad  ■  twcntj-gnn  ahip  ma  aadiorad 
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QtniBrul  <  Iniftt,  ihn  noniiniiniltir-in-chier,  Ptill  had 
llU  liMil'i|iii>iliir«  III  lliD  tima,  but  there  were 
Jliw  lriiii|>«  llii'tii  Wlilii*  IJurgoytiu's  lighl-horse, 
A  lai'gti  hii'i'i',  liijwiivnr,  win  intrenolieil  soiitb  of 
tlii>  tiiwii  i>ii  lliu  ii*nk  loniliiig  to  lloxbiiry,  —  ibe 
\m\y  uiilKUim  111  IIikKiii  by  luml, 

Tliti  Aiiiurliwii  tnutjii  wtiro  irregiilnrly  ilislrib- 
UtiHl  III  ti  kliiil  uf  •eiiiloirolc  uliflit  or  niim  miles  in 
Mloiil )  III*)  U\\  rv«liiiH  Mil  Wiiilor  Hill,  the  most 
ttnrtW'i  jHi^li  ilio  riRlil  «xlHi<1ing  on  ibe  soulb 
\\\  Ihut'ticv  *w\  Ikm-lkiHtnr  Nrdc. 

VViulilti^hut  ivctuiihtllorvd  tlie  BritiMi  poets 
if\<iM  KHiKnn  [tjiM*  vii  VM1W,  Ev«r,vikit^  nbont 
ihiMtt  w«»  iu  w.twtir«U«  or>i«r.  Hw  wcvta  ttp- 
fiMXvX  V,'  W  vuU)>lV4M4«d  with  MilitBrir  Kimee. 
\kt  Uv<^^  h> be  iu  «  hiitih  »tatv  i<t' ili»«ptiiMk  1W 
AWMMiwuK    v-AUi^  Ml   lb«    i-uuti-ntrv.  ^Semffaimltk 

Vl  tti'  '•vowok   iumI  ibv^'I"*- 

<kV;>  iu>     Hw  kad  «t^iNiatt 

W  li"  '  <.vii6U-uo«i4.  ami  |M»ft 

Vli  ^'  ii 'Mi^UnranUg:    wlHililiMt 

y^U:     ■ 

mi    .  ..ax\ 
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Wiihiti   ilii"  attMiiudMd  ■■■Ifiirli   I'li  BrilMli 
Ihwu  Iny  ronmutrBtcd  and  nrmfrf  :  auA  laavu^t 
■■nuuiil    or    Kir    xrMer.  taiphl    ■M<dw»>J'    Uiujr 
^iglh    tn   kwn-    Hfaai    ■mum'    aMiiili 
poiiu,  fbrae  il,  uui  «r*«-  tbr  AntrricMi  onUt^ 
III    iiict,   irlicfi    wi-    couMilor    ili>    mauMv,   JU' 
.  BDd  ittT^Dinr   rmer    wliidi    Imd  4taW 

by'. 

K  arc  at  B  Uf  wlMthtrr  tit  allciWuj  -U* 

II  dMruqr 


»4<  ^  «<    «K.^ 
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OD  record  a  graphic  sketch  of  this  primitive  mnaj 
of  Oie  Revolution.  "  Ii  is  Tery  dirertidg,"  writes 
))«.  "Id  vfMJk  auu>Dg  the  camps.  They  &re  aa 
diflerent  \a  their  Ibrma,  as  ibe  ownere  are  in  their 
dress ;  BoiI  every  lent  is  a  portrnitnre  of  the  tem- 
per and  taste  of  the  persous  who  euatiop  in  it. 
Some  are  nude  of  hoards,  and  same  are  made  of 
Knil'ciotb  )  »iine  are  partly  of  one,  and  partly  of 
the  other.  Agiiiu  others  are  made  of  stone  and 
turt!.  brielc  and  brush.  Some  are  thrown  up  in  a 
hurry,  oihers  curiously  wrought  with  wreaths  and 
withes." 

Oue  of  the  CDcampments,  however,  was  in 
striking  contrast  with  the  rest,  and  might  vie 
with  tho«te  of  the  British  for  order  and  ekactneas. 
Uere  were  teats  and  manyjeea  pitched  in  the 
Eugllsh  style ;  soldiers  well  drilled  imd  well 
equipped;  everything  had  an  iiir  of  discipline  and 
subordiiintion.  It  was  a  body  of  Rhode  lalniid 
troops,  which  had  been  raised,  drilled,  and  brought 
to  the  camp  by  Brigadier-general  Greene,  of  thai 
proviuce,  whose  sobeequent  renown  entitles  htm 
to  sM  introduction  to  the  reader. 

Niitbaniel  Greene  was  born  in  Rhode  Island, 
on  the  2(>lli  of  May.  1742.  His  &lher  was  a 
miller,  an  anclior-amilh.  and  a  Quaker  preacher. 
The  waters  of  the  Potowhammet  turned  the 
wheels  of  the  mill  and  raised  the  ponderous 
sledge-hiimmer  of  the  forge.  Greeue,  in  bis  boy' 
hood,  followed  the  plough,  atitt  occasinually  worked 
at  the  forge  of  hia  father.  His  education  was  of 
an  ordinary  kind  ;  but  having  an  enrly  thirst  (fit 
knowledge,  he  applied  himself  sedulously  to  varl- 
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oQs  studied,  whiU'  EubKixtiiig  \iy  lliii  liilxir  ol'  liU 
Nnture  liiul  euJuweU  litm  wllli  ijitiuk 
lituts,  anil  a  aouud  judgmunl,  aiiil  }jI«  twiidiiily 
woA  crowned  with  buccou.  Mo  becamo  lluoiit 
Biid  instmclive  id  converuilioii,  nnil  liin  luKor*, 
fiiW  exi.ini.  sliotv  ilist  lit!  liuld  nil  aIiIu  pim. 

In  the  liile  turn  d(  [lublic  HfTnira,  lie  IimI  Cfttlftlit 
■he  belligerent  ajtirit  prevnioiit  tlirouglifnit  llm 
country.  Pluiarcli  and  CsiMnr'*  OinimpiitnHoa 
became  hi«  dcligliL  He  nppliiid  liimwir  to  mili- 
torj  Biadies,  for  wliidi  lie  wm  prapurtsd  \ij  Mnam 
knowledge  of  innllienmtica.  Ills  atiibiliiiti  wn«  Ut 
organize  oijiI  discipline  a  corpft  of  mililin  Ui  wliirli 
be  belonged.  For  thi*  pDrpt>M,  during;  a  ti*i{ 
to  BmIoo,  be  had  token  note  nf  everyrbinK  nliOTit 
tbe  dwdpline  of  tbe  Britinh  trcopti.  In  ib<i  tacmlh 
of  Mmj,  he  had  been  elected  eomtnandtrr  of  (be 
Bbode  IslKRd  coriItri';ent  rif  the  army  'rf  n^iH^rvn- 
tioa,  and  in  June  hsd  cfimincted  1'j  (he.  linM  h«- 
fiire  Boalim  three  rF-^meiitn,  nbroie  niirnmpniRiil 
we  InTe  ji»t  rlenrribed,  noA  who  wrre  prr,n«,iinf«d 
t]u  beit  disciplined  and  appointed  [roopn  in  ihe 
amy. 

GreeDe  made « ■oI'lier-lik«  addr?**  I4  Wanlv- 
I.  JIm  i»ppe»r- 
I  b>  make  a  f*' 
Ba  WW)  about  ihirtyiiinn 
jasM  of  apK,  marly  an.  feu  htgli,  well  built  mwI 
rignroua,  witii  an  ntffm.  aninMlett,  iwalligrnt  -wia- 
"I"— "■».  aad  a  Inuik,  manly  denwannr.  iVp.  way 
bfl  Mid  Id  have  alcpped  al  niww  inin  ilie  irnnA' 
Ann  «f  tba  e(M»nmder'in-«lii«f,  whi«4>  W  n^ver 
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faithful,  and  efRcIenl  coailjiilara  ihroughoul  the 
war. 

Ilnviiig  Inken  hip  Burvey  of  tlie  arinj,  Wa^h- 
iligtou  wnile  lo  ihu  I'resiili-iit  of  CoiigrcM,  repre- 
aeiiliug  iia  vaiioiis  deficicacie*,  und,  anioog  other 
things,  urging  the  appoint inuot  of  a  commissary- 
geDeral,  a  qiiarteruiiislcr-general,  a  conimiBsiiry  of 
mueiere.  Hnd  a  cnmmiguiry  of  artillery.  Above 
alt  ihiiig*,  hu  ruquesied  a  supply  of  money  as 
soon  as  poMihlc.  "  I  find  myself  already  much 
embarrasaed  for  want  of  a  military  cliesi." 

Ill  one  of  his  recommendatioua  we  have  an 
instance  of  frontier  expediency,  learnt  in  his  early 
campaigns.  Speukmg  of  (lie  ragged  condition  of 
■ho  army,  anil  the  diffii^ully  of  procuring  ihcreq- 
uiaile  kind  of  clothing,  lie  adrises  that  a  number 
of  hunting  ehirts,  not  less  than  ten  tbousaml, 
should  be  provided ;  as  heiug  the  cbenpesi  and 
quickest  mode  of  supplying  this  necessity.  *■  I 
know  nulhiiig  in  n  speculative  view  mui-e  trivial," 
obaervea  be,  "yet  which,  if  put  in  praciice,  would 
bnve  a  hiippior  tendency  lo  unite  the  men,  and 
abolish  ihusu  provincial  distinctions  that  lead  to 
jealousy  and  dissatiefaclion." 

Aniuiig  ibo  troops  DMSt  destitute,  were  tliora 
belonging  lo  Stassachueutts,  which  formed  the 
larger  part  ol'  the  army.  Washington  made  a 
noUe  apology  fur  ihem.  "Tliis  unhappy  and  de- 
voted province,"  said  ho,  *■  has  been  n>  long  io  a 
Stale  of  anarchy,  and  the  yoke  has  been  laid  so 
heavily  uu  ii.  that  great  allowances  are  lo  be 
made  for  iroopa  raised  under  such  circumstances. 
The  deficiency  of  numbers,  di*i-ipliiit,  and  slores, 
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GUI  only  lead  lo  this  conclusion,  thai  iheir  spirit 
hat  txcttiM  their  Urength." 

This  Bimlogy  w«9  the  more  geiierouE.  coming 
fna  B  Southerner;  for  thero  was  a.  dispo^iiioii 
uang  the  Southern  olRcera  lo  regard  ihe  En.'^teru 
traops  diapHrngingly.  But  Wasliiogloti  ali'eailj 
fdt  ai  coniinniider-iu-chter,  who  looked  with  an 
eqaal  eye  on  all;  or  rattier  hs  n  true  patriot,  who 
■tt  above  all  sectional  prejudices. 

One  of  the  most  efficient  coojieralors  of  Wa.sh- 

lagloa  at  iliia  time,  and  throughout  tiie  war,  was 

Jonallian  Trumbull,  the  guvenior  of  Connecttcut. 

well    educated    man,  esperient-ed   in 

public  biisiueMi,  who  had  sat  for  niaii;  years  iti 

tiw  legislative   councils  of  bis   nativt;   province. 

ICafonune  had  cast  him  down  from  affluence,  iit 

advanced  period  of  life,  but  had  tiot  subdued 

li>  native  energy.    He  had  been  one  of  tliu  leiid- 

epirita  of  the  Revolution,  and  the  only  colouinl 

lor  who,  ni  iu  commencement,  proved  true 

tbe  popular  cause.     He  wna    now  sixty-five 

Mrs  of  Bge,  active,  zealous,  devout,  a  patriot  of 

e  prTLi  ilive  New  England  stamp,  whose  religion 

ACiifled  bis  patriotism.     A  letter  addressed  by 

m  to  Waahingtou,  juat  af\er  the  latter  had  en- 

Did  upon  the  command,  is  worthy  of  the  purest 

lya    at'  the    Covenanters.      "  Congress,"   writes 

i,  "have,  with  one  uniled  voice,  appiiriited  you 

'  the  high  station  you  poaseas.     The  Supreme 

rector  of  all  eventit  hath  caused  a  wonderful 

hearts  and  coutisels  to  subsist  among  us. 

therefore,  be  strong,  and  very  oour- 

Uay  the  God  of  the  armies  of  Israel 
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sliower  down  the  blessings  of  liia 

dencc  on  you;  give  you  wiadom  and  fortiluJe, 

cover  your  beat!  iu  ibc  <lay  of  battle  aud  danger, 

.vince  our  enemies  of  llie' 
token  meiisures,  and  that  all  iLeir  uttempts  to  de- 
prive  lliese  culoDies  of  tbeir  iuesiimable  con^li- 
tuiionol  rigbta    and  liberties  are   iujuriuus    and 

NOTE. 

We  Bra  obliged  to  ProfcMor  FeltOO  of  Cambridge,  for  car- 
rcctlng  ■□  error  in  auT  HrH  roliune  in  regard  la  Wubingloa'a 
beBtl-qD*Tt«rs.  and  for  aoma  pirlicnkn  a 
a«Mici«led  wilh  the  hisloiy  and  litera 

Tb«  huuw  uiigned  lo  Wasbingtun  lor  head-qturim,  was 
■bat  of  the  president  of  the  provincial  CoDgTcni.  not  of  the 
Univenlly.  It  bad  been  one  oF  those  lory  maniions  noKced 
by  the  Baroneas  Beiducl,  in  her  mention  of  Cambtidga. 
"Serea  fimiJiet,  >rho  were  connected  by  relatiooihip,  or 
lived  In  great  intimacy,  had  bere  fanns,  ganletu,  and  Bpleodid 
niantioiui,  and  not  Tar  oft,  orchardi;  and  the  bulMings  were  at 
a  quanar  of  a  mile  diatani  IVoni  each  other.  The  niraerB  had 
beto  in  tbt  baMt  of  aaaembling  every  ancmoon  in  one  or 
other  of  Ihaat  boiuea.  and  of  diveiling  IhcowelveB  with  muiio 
or  daodng;  and  lived  in  affluence,  in  good  humor,  and  with- 
out cam,  until  Ibia  onfartnnata  war  dinpersed  Ihetn,  and  trans- 
fonnad  all  th»e  hooHss  into  ulitai;  abodes." 

The  houae  in  question  wu  conflKaled  bv  Govemment.  It 
etoiHl  on  the  Watertown  road,  abonl  half  a  mile  vreft  of  the 
collage,  and  haa  long  been  knonn  an  the  Cmgie  houie,  (rom 
the  naine  of  Andmr  Crngie,  a  vealthy  gentleman,  wbo  pur- 
cbaMd  It  after  tbe  war.  and  revived  its  former  hospitality. 
He  a  lald  to  have  arquirod  great  influence  amonx  tbe  leading 
tnamban  of  tho  "  great  and  general  court."  br  dint  of  jovial 
dlnnen.  He  died  long  ago,  but  his  vidow  survived  until 
wilbin  flneen  yeara.  She  w  ■  woman  of  much  taient  and 
(ingularity.  Sbo  lefUKid  ID  have  the  canker-wnrnu  dedroyed, 
when  Ibey  wera  making  «d  ravagea  among  the  beautiful 
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CUAI'TEUII. 

Qinillflna  v(  MlUUry  lUok.  -  TapuUril]-  v(  Pumun.  —  Ai> 
raii|^iiianli  il  HMit-^guiulan.  —  (^itunul  MllHiQ  and  .lobn 
TruiiibaU,  AlilB*ii»-r«uil>.  —  Jowpli  Kuud,  WMhiincloii'* 
HoonKry  RuJ  CouflilviiU*)  Frl«n<l.  — Gum  u  AiljuUni- 
((Viiernl.  —  Haonluui  Siliullon  uf  the  Aniiy.  —  Strcogth- 
Miliig  uf  llw  II«Am>9«.— KaoiHK.r  dT  l>ulnun.  — Kaim) 
Chaiigm  — Xiw  l»Krit>ut>on  of  Ihe  ForvH.  —  Kignt  Db- 
cJplluf .  —  U«  uiJ  hiii  (.'■n*.  —  Hu  lilu  u  (u  Ktnog  Bm- 
taliaui —  Arrival  of  VMt  Cuiupanin.  —  PuihI  Uoi^o  uid 
hii  Shw^liMiM*.  —  WuhiD({t«i  (IhUh*  to  deUcb  Troopa 
lo  l>iiiitii[  I'aiuc*  ftir  Ibwr  riutecllua.  —  Ua  Rcuou  ft> 


llll^  justict!  auJ  iaipartialit?  of  Wubiog- 

I  bo  viitcrcU  upou  hia  cuiuiiutnd,  iu  ullnj- 
iug  JiHOuiilvuIit  auKiii^  bU  j[e(Mrttl  uffivrir;.  isuittnl 
t>y  tli«  Tvcviit  sfi^iucuwuia  miJ  prumulious  niuilti 
bjf  itko  Cuuiioijuial  Cuiigr«3s.  tieoenil  S|iencer 
was  M>  ufltuJetl  tluu  Putuun  sbuulil  be  pruuiuted 
over  his  luMiil,  iliaL  hu  ltd  liiu  anuv.  witliuui  visit- 
iug  thv  ooiniutUHtur-iii-cliiur :  but  wu&  «u(itH^iu>ndy 
iihIucvJ  lo  rutiim.  Gt:iieral  Tbuiiios  iult  aggrieved 
bji  being  iiuLrHXiluMi  bv  ttio  velvniii  Pomeruy ;  the 
htilur.  bottuvnr,  Utii^uiitig  tu  Mirve.  b«  luumi  him- 
wlt'  $«»uk>r  brigmjibr,  lunl  wae  apireaiiwd. 

'L'bu  Uurlitig  nrarils  of  l*utiiniii  sooa  made 
evory  (NMi  iu.-t(uiix<vti  iu  bia  pr»iii»tiuii.  Tliere  was 
a  geueroeil}-   uuU   buoytuiov  uliuut   Uio  bmve  old 


JBR.I.V(;E.VE.\-rS  AT  UEAD-QCAHTEHS.       15 

nuiD  (Iwt  made  biin  a  kvorite  througljoul  the 
tmf,  e»p«ciidly  with  tbe  yuungtr  ofKcer^.  who 
ijiuke  of  him  fauiilinrly  and  rtiiiJIy  ua  "Old  Put;" 
IKbriquet  by  which  be  is  called  tveii  In  one  of 
ihe  privnie  kliers  of  tbe  corarauiider-ln-cbrcf. 

Tbe  Cvngr«9s  of  Massncbuseiis  maail'ested  cou- 
uderaie  libemlity  nitb  respect  to  henikjiiiiitei'g. 
AeconliD);  to  ibeir  minutes,  a  cummitlee  was 
cfaai|ed  la  procure  &  slewnnl,  a  housekeeper,  aiid 
itro  or  ibreu  women  cooks  —  ■Wusbmgioii,  uo 
ilonbt,  baviijg  brought  with  him  none  but  the 
Uuk  survauis  who  bad  acrampauit'd  bim  to  Phil- 
»d«Jphia,  and  who  were  but  lilile  titled  for  New 
Eogland  houscket-jjiug.  His  wislies  were  to  be 
nmiulced  in  regard  to  llie  supply  of  his  table. 
Tbii  luB  station,  as  cumiiutuder-iti-chieC  reqiiii'ed 
ihoald  be  kept  up  iu  ample  tuid  hospitable  style. 
Every  day  a  number  of  bia  officers  dined  with 
Jam.  As  he  was  iu  the  neighborhood  of  the 
Kat  of  the  Provincial  GoTerument,  be  would 
socadoually  hare  meiuliers  of  Congreas  aud 
Oilier  functionaries  at  Ids  board.  I'bougb  social, 
bowerer,  ho  was  not  couTivial  in  his  habits.  He 
ncetvtil  bis  gueala  with  courtesy;  but  his  mind 
md  lime  were  too  much  occupitHl  by  grave  and 
1118  concerns,  to  i*rmit  him  the  genial  indul- 
gaioe  of  ihe  tuble.  His  owu  diet  was  extremely 
limple.  Sometimes  nothing  but  Imked  upples  or 
Iwrnes,  wilh  weam  and  milk.  He  winild'  retire 
wrly  from  the  board,  leaving  an  aide-de-camp  or 
nie  of  liis  otlicers  to  take  bia  place.  Colonel 
Htfflin  was  tlie  tlrst  person  who  otfii'ialed  a»  mde- 
de-camp.      Hu  was  a  Philadelphia  gtnlk'tuau  of 
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high  n>«)Nii>lnliIlitjr,  wLo  luul  iiccom)>aiiieii  him 
n<uui  (UhI  ('il.v.  uiiil  rvraivoH  his  appoinuneiil 
■h«rilv  ttlV'i'  ihvir  nrrivnl  ut  Cumliridge.  The 
MWwiu  Mhl*Hlo'«iii>|i  w»9  ■lolin  Trumbull.'  boo  of 
tlw  jtu*^">"'  >^'  CoimtM.-^cuL  Hb  hail  acoou- 
(iNl^  (Wuvml  S|>ciKvr  l»  th«  cBotp.  and  bad 
mmftit  llw  fetovntliW  uutiM  uf  WsaUngtoa  bf 
MMM'  vU««\  iM|t*  wttloh  kM  Inl  anb  of  the  cnaaj*! 


||«N^  vt'  Vhr  wmmM^  vt  iMlk 


IP».i-w.,>      N. 
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Reed,  in  fad,  becarae,  in  a  little  time,  the  iiili- 
mste  comiiHuion  of  hia  thoughts,  hia  bo^m  coun- 
selor. He  felt  the  need  of  sucb  a  friend  in  the 
present  exigeucy,  plaeed  as  he  was  in  a  new  and 
uutrieil  situation,  and  having  to  act  with  per^us 
hitherto  unknown  to  him. 

Id  inililaty  aSkirs,  it  is  true  he  bad  a  shrewd 
counselor  in  General  Lee ;  hut  Lee  was  a  way- 
ward character ;  a  cosmopolite,  without  altach- 
meut  to  country,  somewliat  splenetic,  and  prone 
to  follow  the  bent  of  hia  whims  and  liuinors,  which 
oHen  clashed  with  propriety  and  sound  policy. 
Reed,  on  the  contrary,  tlioiigh  loss  informed  on 
mililnry  matters,  had  a  strong  common  sense,  un- 
clouded by  passion  or  prejudice,  and  a  pure  pa- 
triotism, which  regarded  everything  as  it  bore 
upon  the  welfare  of  his  country. 

WaHhinglon's  confidence  in  Lee  had  always  to 
be  measured  and  guarded  in  matters  of  civil  pol- 
icy. 

The  arrival  of  Gates  in  camp  was  heartily 
welcomed  by  the  commander-in-chief,  who  had 
received  a  letter  from  that  officer,  gratefully  ac- 
knowledging his  friendly  influence  in  procuring 
him  the  appointment  of  adjutant-general.  Wash- 
ington miiy  have  promised  himself  much  cordial 
cooperation  from  him,  recollecting  the  warm  friend- 
ship professed  by  him  when  he  visited  at  Mount 
Vernon,  and  they  talked  together  over  their  early 
companionship  in  arms ;  but  of  that  kind  of 
friendship  there  was  no  further  manifestation. 
Gates  waa  certainly  of  great  service,  from  his 
practical    kuowledge  and  military  experience  at 
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this  junclure,  when  llie  wliolo  army  liml  in  h  man- 
ner to  be  orgniiized  ;  but  Itora  tlie  liiiuiliur  inti- 
macy of  WnsiitugtOD  he  gradually  t^alrungtd  hiiii- 
self.  A  couieniporary  bos  accounted  fur  iliis,  by 
^eging  tbat  he  waa  secretly  chagrined  at  not 
having  received  the  appointment  of  majot--geQeriiI. 
to  which  be  considered  hioiaelf  well  Sited  by  his 
military  knowledge  and  experience,  and  which  lie 
thought  Wttshioglon  might  hiLve  obtained  for  him 
bad  tie  used  his  influence  with  Congress,  We 
shall  have  to  advert  to  (liis  estrangement  of  Gates 
on  subeequeut  occasiooa. 

Tlie  hazardous  position  of  the  army  from  the 
great  extent  and  weakness  of  its  lines,  was  what 
moat  preaaed  on  the  immediate  attention  of  Wush- 
iugton ;  and  he  summoned  a  council  of  war,  Ui 
lake  the  matter  into  consideration.  lu  tliis  it  Vfas 
urged  that,  to  abandon  the  line  of  works,  after  the 
great  labor  and  expense  of  their  construction, 
would  be  dispiriting  to  the  troops  and  encoui-- 
agiug  to  the  enemy,  while  it  would  expose  a  wide 
extent  of  the  surrounding  country  to  maraud  and 
ravage.  Besides,  no  safer  position  preseuted  ilaelf, 
on  which  to  fall  back.  This'  being  generally  hcI- 
mitted.  it  was  determined  to  hold  on  to  iho  works, 
and  defend  thein  as  long  as  possible  ;  and,  in  the 
mean  time,  to  augment  the  array  to  at  least 
twenty  ihouijand  men. 

Washington  now  hastened,  to  improve  the  de- 
fenses  of  the  camp,  strengthen  the  weak  parts  of 
the  line,  and  throw  up  additional  works  round  the 
main  torts.  No  one  seconded  bim  more  efl'ectn- 
slly  m  ttiis  matter  than  General  Putnam.     Nu 
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works  were  ilirowri  up  wiili  oqunl  rnpiilii;  to  those 
liiidur  Ills  «up«riul«mieiice,  "  You  K-eni,  general," 
Bald  Wiuliiiij^oii,  "  In  linve  [be  THi^iilly  uf  inrusing 
your  own  spirit  inio  nil  Hie  workiiitri  you  employ ;" 
— mid  it  was  (he  fart 

Ttie  obaerving  chaplniii  «!rendy  cited,  gasied 
willi  wonder  nl  Ilm  rapid  nfteels  sooti  produmd  by 
(lie  Inbors  of  ad  aroiy,  "  II  ia  surprising,"  writes 
he,  ■'  lioiv  mui:li  work  hafl  been  done.  The  lines 
tire  extended  almnat  from  Cumhridge  to  Mystic 
Siver:  very  souii  it  will  be  momlly  impossible 
for  the  euoiny  tu  get  between  the  works,  except 
ia  one  place,  which  is  supposed  to  be  left  pur- 
posely uufortifled,  to  entice  the  enemy  out  of 
their  fortresses.  Who  would  have  thought,  twelve 
months  past,  tluit  all  Cambridge  and  Chnrlestown 
would  be  covered  over  with  American  camps, 
niid  cut  up  into  forts  and  inlreuchments.  and  all 
the  lauds,  fields,  orchards,  laid  common,  —  horses 
and  cattle  feeding  oo  the  choicest  mowing  Und, 
whole  lield»  of  corn  eaten  down  to  the  ground, 
uud  large  parks  of  well-regulate<l  forest  trees  cut 
down  ii>r  fire-wood  and  other  public  uses." 

Beside  the  main  dispositions  above  tnentiooed. 
about  »evMi  hundred  meo  were  distributed  in  the 
enuill  lowos  and  villages  along  the  coast,  to  pre- 
vtMit  depredatioiis  by  water :  and  horses  were 
kept  ready  saddled  at  various  points  of  the  widely 
extended  hues,  to  convey  to  lieail -quarters  inlelli- 
genoe  of  any  special  movement  of  ilie  enemy. 

Tbu  army  was  distributed  by  WashingioD  into 
three  grand  divisious.  One,  forming  the  right 
wing,  wus  stationed  on   the   heights  of  Roxbury. 
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It  was  connnttnilud  \iy  AInji>r-|ji^tion>l  AViinl,  wlin 
bNd  UDilur  liiiu  Briiju'lier  KL'iiumU  Sjii-iKwr  HtiJ 
Thoraua.  Aoullier,  l<>rnii(i){  lint  luft  wiriK  uiiilur 
Unjor-geiierai  Lee,  liuvint;  niili  liiui  Itrigailicr- 
generab  Sulliriui  and  (ireoK!,  wwi  klitlluiiigd  uii 
Winl«r  uiil  Pro«pw.t  IlilU ;  wliile  lli«  auUte,  un> 
dtir  Miijor-g«tM!nl  Pultmiii  ui'l  Itrjgifliw-^Mmil 
Bealb,  wu  tuiioued  ai  CwnbrMlj^.  H'ilJi  I'u'* 
aun  WH  eiiemp«d  fais  &*urii«  vflSuw  JCjmwUuu, 
«fa  hvl  beeu  pmaM«l  by  OoagrejH  tu  tlw  riuilt 
wt  mtjoe  lur  liu  ealLuHty  al  BwukM'o  Hill. 
At  WwiiiBgtMi'*  recownitwlirtirwtt.  Jow|>li  Trwx- 

Ae  2hli  uT  Jul;,  (be  KffmitiUbcijt  uf  nuuuaimmry- 
gBHnd  uT  llw  (xxjliiatiulikl  uruif.     Ue  luwl  ■iiwkdj' 

■t  id  wdiir  ui>4l  r^uUril,!*."  writes 
(^}il«ui :  ''  upw  kirdc.  tiKW  kwr. 
TW  gMHmlF  WnHbiiigUni  aiid  J>i«  iirt<  ufwn  ibv 
laea  COT'  dsr.  Kea-  vriun  Irufu  li'w  fxmsUouL^ 
■M!  ttmi  iu  tU-  naffCCtMc  n^iuxiuti   «r«rj  mmtu- 

•maa  daiB  and  aalilieR-  Entry  mm-  ir  ium1« 
(■■InMr  1^  filMc  Mid  iMp  it,  ur  W  lied  up  Mid 
iMMfi  tUrtj  ur  lifrtT  ImImc  Aivuniiuj;  W  Iu> 
«titNe-  Tfauuaauik  sn:  m  omrk  r^irn  ii»T  [nMn 
fcnr  til]  dovfli  p'nlwei:  It  lb-   ukvj,;,,^" 

liv  w^  nililiiawt^  U    L  -  i.uui 

tft  lUa  lievi   ihiKipiiaL —  -  .i.p& 
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I,  produced  in  camp  b^  his  tbreuteniiig  to  CJine 
Bu  officer  for  unsoldierly  couduiit.  Hih  IrxHj  in 
other  matters  occasioued  almost  equal  acnndal. 
He  Hcoflcd,  we  are  lold.  ■■  vritli  his  usual  profauo- 
I  resolution  of  Congress  sppointing  h 
day  of  fnatiiig  and  prayer,  to  obtain  the  fnvor  of 
Heaven  upon  their  cause.  "  Heaven,"  he  ob- 
served, "  wua  ever  found  favorable  lo  strong  bal- 

Wasliiuetou  differed  from  him  in  this  respecL 
By  hia  orders  the  resolution  uf  Cotigress  was 
scrupulously  enforced.  All  labor,  excepiitig  that 
absolutely  necessary,  was  sufip^deil  on  the  ap- 
poiuted  day,  and  officers  and  soldiers  were  re- 
quired to  attend  divine  service,  arcned  and  equipped 
and  ready  fur  iinmediaie  Action. 

Nothing  excited  more  gaze  and  wonder  among 
the  rustic  visitors  to  the  camp,  than  the  nrrival  of 
eeveral  rifle  companies,  fourteen  hundred  men  in 
alt,  from  Fennsylvaniu,  Maryland,  and  Virginia : 
such  stalwart  fellows  as  Washington  had  known 
ill  his  early  campaigns.  Stark  hunters  and  bu.<>h 
fighters ;  many  of  them  upwards  of  sis  feet  high, 
aud  of  vigorous  frame;  dre^ed  infringed  frocks,  J 
or  rilie  shirts,  and  rotuid  hats.  Their  displavi 
of  sharpshooting  were  soon  among  the  marvels  o 
the  camp.  We  are  told  thai  while  advancing 
at  quick  step,  they  could  liit  a  mark  of  seve 
inches  diameter,  at  the  distance  of  two  bundrt; 
and  fifty  yards." 

'  Gnydon'*  Mamnri,  p.  138. 
ITIuuhar'i  MiHUtry  J(wmiT/,p.  3T. 
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Oae  nf  ihese  campanies  was  coin  inn  ruled  hy 
CiipUiu  Daniel  Morgan,  a  imtive  of  New  Jersey, 
wlnj«e  firat  eiperience  iu  war  Imd  been  to  iiccura- 
pno;  Biiidilock's  army  m  a  wagouer.  He  Lad 
silk*  carried  arras  on  the  frontier  and  oblained  a 
ouunuind.  He  and  his  riflemen  in  coming  to  the 
ramp  bad  marclied  six  hundred  railea  in  three 
well*.  They  will  be  founiJ  of  signal  tifficieney 
ill  liic  sharpest  conflicts  of  the  Reroliitiouiiry  War. 
While  all  liis  forces  were  required  for  the  iu- 
ttrMiuent  of  Boston.  Wnsliingtoii  was  ini|>oi'tuned 
lij  the  IiVigialature  of  MasaachuHetts  and  the  gov- 
ernor of  Connecticut,  to  detach  troops  for  the 
prQIeclinii    of   different    points    of  tlie    seti-coaal, 

ie<:ilie.I 

by  Governor  Trumbull,  wliere  Capluin  Wnlliice 
of  tbe  Jtote  fngale.  with  two  other  sliips  of  war, 
luul  entereil  the  harbor,  landed  men,  spiked  the 
euiDOii,  and  gone  off  threatening  future  visits. 

Wasliiiigion  refen-ed  to  his  instructions,  and 
ouuulted  with  hia  general  officers  mid  atu:h  mem- 
ben  of  tho  ConlinuntiU  Congress  as  happuueil  to 
be  in  Camp,  before  he  replied  to  tliese  requests ; 
be  iben  respectfully  declined  compliance. 

In  his  reply  to  the  General  Assembly  of  Maa- 
uchtisetl3,  be  Btatod  (raokly  mid  explicirly  tlie 
policf  and  system  on  which  ih»  war  was  to  be 
conducted,  and  according  to  which  he  was  to  act 
u  comma uder-JQ'chief.  "  It  has  been  debuted  in 
Congress  snil  settled,"  writes  he,  "  thut  the  mili- 
tia, or  other  internal  strength  of  each  province,  is 
la  be  applied  br  defense  againat  those  small  and 
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par[iculHr  depreiliitions,  which  were  to  be 
peeled,  and  to  wLicli  lliey  nere  supposed  lo  be 
competeuL  Thia  will  appear  the  more  proper, 
when  it  ia  cotisiilered  tLat  every  town,  and  indeed 
every  part  of  our  sea-coaat,  wbicli  is  exposed  to 
theee  depredatioiis,  would  linve  au  equal  claim 
upon  this  army. 

"  It  ia  iLe  misfortune  of  our  siiimtion  which 
exposes  lis  (0  the!>e  ravngCJi,  and  ngHicist  whicii,  i 
my  judgment,  no  such  lemporary  relief  could 
possibly  secure  us.  The  great  ailvaritnge  [be  e 
emy  hnve  of  trnusporting  troops,  by  being  mi 
lera  of  the  sen.  will  euable  theTU  to  hamsa  U9  by 
diversions  of  this  kind  ;  and  should  we  he  Iempt«il 
to  pursue  tbem,  upon  every  alarm,  the  army  must 
either  be  so  weakened  as  to  expose  it  to  destruction, 
or  a  great  part  of  the  const  he  still  left  uiiprolecled. 
Nor,  indeed,  does  it  appear  to  me  llial  such  a  | 
suit  would  be  attended  with  the  least  effect.  The 
lirei  notice  of  sttcb  an  excursion  would  be  its 
actual  execulion,  and  long  before  any  troops  could 
reach  the  scene  of  action,  the  enemy  would  have 
an  opportjuiiy  to  accomplish  their  purpose  and 
retire.  It  would  give  me  great  pleasure  to  have 
it  in  my  power  to  extend  protection  and  safely  to 
every  individual ;  but  the  wisdom  of  the  General 
Court  will  anticipate  me  on  the  necessity  of  con- 
duutiug  our  operations  on  a  general  and  impartial 
scale,  so  as  to  exclude  any  just  cause  of  complaint 
and  jealousy." 

His  reply  lo  tbe  governor  of  Connecticut  was 
to  the  same  effect-  "  I  am  by  no  means  insen- 
sible to  the  situation  of  the  people  ou  the  coasL 
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I  wliIj  I  mull]  exieiid  proteclian  to  all,  bui  tlie 
iiumeroii*  detach  men  Is  uecesaury  lo  remedy  tbe 
«til  would  amount  to  h  dissolution  of  llje  array, 
or  make  l!ie  most  important  opernlions  of  tlio 
cungnugn  depend  upon  llie  pirjiiiciil  ex|)eilJtious 
of  iwu  or  lhr«e  meu-ol-war  and  trnuaporis." 

His  refusal  lo  gruni  the  re<]uired  deinirhmenis 
gBve  mui'h  diacatisfaciion  in  some  qimriers,  until 
lUletioU(^d  anil  tiiiforced  by  the  Oinrinental  Cdu- 
gTEa.  All  at  leugth  saw  and  ncqniesce<l  in  iho 
juUice  Riid  wiwiom  of  his  deciiuuii.  It  wmt  in 
Iwt  »  rital  question,  int'olt-iug  llie  wliole  char- 
Mier  and  TurtuTie  t,{  the  vinr ;  and  it  tvas  acknowl- 
edged ihnt  lie  met  it  with  n  Ib-reca.st  and  deter- 
miutiou  befictiug  a  commander-in-chief. 
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force  Ibe  euemy  to  come  out 
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His  lines  liriii  for  s 
catioa  of  llie  town  with  the  couutry,  ami  lie  had 
caused  tlie  live  stock  within  n  considerable  dia- 
taDce  of  ibe  place  lo  bo  driven  back  from  the 
oonst,  out  of  reach  of  ibe  men-of-war's  boaia. 
Fi^sb  provisions  and  vegetables  were  conse- 
quentlj-  growing  more  and  more  scarce  and  ex- 
U-avHgHiilly  dear,  and  sickness  began  to  prevaiL 
"I  have  done  and  shall  do  everything  in  my 
power  to  distress  them,"  writes  he  to  his  brother 
John  Augustine.  "  The  transports  have  all  ar- 
rived, and  tlieir  whole  reiuforceineiil  is  landed,  so 
that  I  see  no  reason  why  they  should  not,  if  they 
ever  attempt  it,  come  boldly  out  and  put  the  mat- 
ter to  issue  ol  once." 

"  We  are  in  the  strangest  stale  in  the  world," 
writes  a  lady  from  Boston, 
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sides.  The  whole  ooantry  \t  in  nniiH  nnd  in- 
lrenc4itd.  We  lire  deprived  uf  frunli  pruvinifm*, 
Hibjeci  to  continu&l  EtlsniiB  and  eannonfuling*.  the 
provincials   being  very  aiidactoiu    Hnd  ndvn 


iugloti  and  Lee  to  cornnnutd  thmi.' 


k'nl  of  giuii-niU  ^ 


At    this    critical    jiii 


,  when    Waahiiigtou 


»  [veHnng  the  siege,  and  endeavoring  lo  prO' 
Toke  ft  general  adion,  «  ■tartling  GuA  caiiM  to 
G^tt ;  tlie  whole  amount  of  powder  in  (tie  eaiap 
B  than  uine  earlrvlgea  lo  ft 


r  had  been  nuwle  bj  (lie  (XMMBit- 
wken  ytmUaftaa.  on  taking  «•■• 
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am  very  sKiiaiblt,"  wrhes  lie,  "  thiit  al  first  view 
the  projccL  may  appear  hazardous,  and  ita  success 
must  depeud  ou  the  ooiicurreuce  of  tnaiiy  circuni' 
stances ;  but  we  ni-c  iu  a  situntion  which  ruquires 
us  b>  niD  all  risk^ Enterpriaea  nhicli  ap- 
pear chimerical,  ofceii  prove  successful  fram  that 
very  circumatunce.  Common  Beiiae  nod  prudence ' 
will  suggest  vigilnuce  and  care,  where  the  dniiger 
is  plain  and  obvious;  but  where  lillle  danger  is 
upprebeuded,  the  more  the  enemy  will  be  unpre- 
pared, and,  consequently,  there  is  the  fairest  pros- 
Day  after  day  elapsed  without  the  arrival  of 
any  supplies;  for  in  these  irregular  times,  the 
manitioiis  of  war  were  nut  readily  procured.  It 
seemed  hardly  possible  that  the  matter  could  be 
kept  uiiicenled  from  the  enemy.  Their  works  on 
Buuker's  Ilill  commanded  a  full  view  of  those  of 
the  Americans  on  Winter  and  Prospect  hills. 
Each  ciimp  could  see  what  was  passing  in  tlie 
other.  The  sentries  were  almost  near  enough  to 
converse.  Thei-e  was  furtive  intercourse  occa- 
sionally  between  the  men.  In  this  critical  slalu, 
the  American  camp  remained  for  a  fortnight ;  the 
anxious  commauder  iucesanuily  apprehending  an 
attack.  At  length  a  partial  supply  from  the  Jer- 
seys put  an  end  lo  this  imminent  risk.  Wash- 
ington's secretary,  Reed,  who  had  been  the  confi- 
dant of  his  troubles  and  anxieties,  gives  a  vivid 
expression  of  his  feelings  on  the  arrival  of  this 
relief.  "  1  can  hardly  luok  back  without  shud- 
dering, at  our  situation  before 
slock.     Slock  did  I  say  ?  it  wi 
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1-  of  I  lie 


clanilestide 
D  caropa,  iii- 


Almost  the  nliole  powder 
carlridge-bojtes," ' 

It  \i  tliniiglit  liiHt,  consicieriiig  tlie 
iatetvoui-ae  curried  on  betwteii  the  tn 
telligence  of  iliis  deficiencj  of  ammu: 
part  of  the  besiegers  must  liave  been  vaay&y^  to 
the  British  commniider ;  but  that  the  bold  face 
with  which  Ihts  Americana  continued  to  maintain 
their  position  made  hini  discredit  ii. 

Notwithstanding  the  supply  from  the  Jerseys, 
there  was  not  more  powder  in  camp  than  would 
serve  the  artillery  for  one  day  of  general  action. 
None,  therefore,  was  allowed  to  be  wasled;  Ihe 
troops  were  even  obliged  to  bear  in  silence  an  oc- 
casional CHUnonndiug.  "  Our  poverty  in  ammu- 
nition," writes  Washington,  "  prevents  our  making 
a  sniiflble  return." 

One  of  the  painful  circumslanceB  attending  the 
outbreak  of  a  revolutionary  war  is,  that  gallant 
men,  wlio  have  lidld  allegiance  to  the  same  goveni- 
ment,  and  fought  side  by  »iAm  under  the  fiame  flag, 
suddenly  find  iheraaelves  in  deadly  cwiftict  with 
each  other.  Such  was  the  case  at  present  in  the 
hostile  camps.  General  Lee,  it  will  be  recollected, 
had  once  served  under  General  Bnrgoyne,  in 
Portugal,  and  bad  wan  his  brightest  laurels  wbeii 
deiaclied  by  that  commander  to  snrpriae  Ihe 
Spanish  camp,  near  the  Moorish  easilu  of  Villa 
VelliB.  A  aoldier'a  friendship  had  ever  since  ex- 
ut«d  between  them,  and  when  Lee  had  heard  at 
Philadelphia,  before  he  had  engaged  in  the  Anier- 
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ican  service,  tljut  \m  old  comiititu  hmJ  commander 
was  EUTiTed  at  BosUiii,  bu  wrou  a  letter  to  him 
giving  his  owu  views  ou  tLe  poiula  in  dispute  be- 
tweeu  ihe  colouies  aud  the  mother  cnuutry,  auA 
iuvelghiiig  wilh  his  usual  relieinence  and  sarcastic 
point,  against  the  couduct  of  the  court  and  ministry. 
Before  sending  the  letter,  he  submilied  it  to  lUu' 
Boston  delegates  aud  other  members  of  Cougret'e, 
aud  received  their  sanction. 

Since  his  arrival  in  camp  be  had  received  a 
reply  from  Burgoyue,  couched  in  modcrale  and 
courteous  language,  and  proposing  an  interview  al 
A  designated  bouse  on  Bostou  Neck,  within  the 
Briiish  eentriea,  mutual  pledges  to  be  given  for 
each  other's  safety. 

Lee  submitted  this  letter  to  the  Piuvincial 
Congress  of  ItlassachusettB,  and  requested  their 
commands  with  respect  to  the  proposed  interview. 
They  expressed,  in  reply,  the  highest  confidence 
iu  bis  wisdom,  discretion,  and  integrity,  but  ques- 
tioned whether  the  interview  might  not  be  re- 
garded by  the  public  with  distrust ;  "  a  people 
contending  for  their  liberties  being  naturally  dis- 
posed to  jeulouHy."  They  suggested,  therefore,  as 
»  means  of  preventing  popular  misconception, 
that  Lee  on  seeking  llie  interview,  should  be  ac- 
companied by  Mr.  Elbridge  Gerry ;  or  that  the 
advice  of  a  council  of  war  should  be  taken  in  a 
matter  of  such  apparent  delicacy. 

Le«  became  aware  of  the  surmises  thai  might 
be  awakened  by  the  propoaed  interview,  and  wrote 
a  friendly  note  to  Burgoynu  declining  it. 

A  correspondence  of  a  more  important  cbiuacler 
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Si 


took  place  between  Waslun^on  and  General  Ga{;& 
It  wna  one  iutended  to  put  the  Iioaiile  services  on 
a.  proper  tooting.  A  sti-ong;  dispoajtiou  bud  been 
mniiifeatcd  among  the  Briiisb  offiL-ere  (o  regard 
tliose  engaged  in  the  patriot  cause  as  maleraclors, 
outlawed  from  the  courleaies  of  chivHiric  warfare. 
Waahington  vtxm  determined  to  have  a  full  uuder- 
Gtaiidiiig  on  thi'<  point.  He  was  peculiarly  seu- 
flltive  with  regard  to  Gage.  They  had  been  com- 
panions in  arms  in  their  early  days ;  but  Guge 
might  DOW  affect  to  look  down  upon  him  as  the 
chibl'  of  a  rebel  army.  Washington  look  an  early 
opportunity  lo  let  him  know,  that  he  claimed  to 
be  the  commander  of  a  legitimate  force,  engaged 
in  a  legitimate  cause,  and  thai  both  himself  and 
hia  array  were  to  be  treated  on  a  footing  of  per- 
£ect  equality.  The  correspoudetice  arose  from 
the  treatment  of  several  American  olBcera. 

"  I  understand,"  writes  Wiishiiigton  lo  Gage, 
"  that  the  otiicers  engaged  in  the  cause  of  liberty 
and  their  country,  who  by  the  fortune  of  war  have 
fallen  into  your  hands,  have  been  thrown  indis- 
criminately into  a  common  jail,  appruprinted  to 
felons ;  that  no  consideration  has  been  had  (or 
those  of  the  most  respectable  rank,  when  languish- 
ing with  wounds  and  sickness,  and  that  some  have 
been  amputated  in  this  unworthy  situiitioii.  Let 
your  opitiiuii,  sir,  of  the  principles  which  actuate 
them,  he  wliat  it  may,  they  suppose  that  they  act 
from  the  noblest  of  all  principles,  love  of  freedom 
and  their  country.  But  political  principles,  I  con- 
ceive, ore  foreign  to  this  point.  The  obligations 
wising  from  the  rights  of  humanity  and  claim* 
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dStlS,  %fi  IllK  durliilea  lA  liia  jud|filMaiI-  Tbe  U- 
Uiwiujj  ivM  Lit  wi\Ak  iumI  digiufied  '^7  ^  Gen- 
eral 'JHgu  :  — 

"  X  ulilrvKouil  yiMi,  Mr,  on  tlie  lllli  iusunt,  ia 
uniut  wliidi  gavH  clie  (kiroil  Kupe  for  llwt  hu- 
iiHUiiiy  Hixl  joliluneM  wliu:1i  irBrs  Aiippoood  to 
Irtrni  h  |>m''  •<!'  yoitr  plmrHcicr.  I  rutionBtnited 
with  yiiu  •III  llio  iinwi>rtliy  Irtiitituitit  ihowu  to  the 
otfiunni  iiNil  dlixHiia  (if  Aiiiurifu,  wLoin  th«  Fortune 
of  war,  ohAiico,  or  *  mialiiki'n  ronfiilence,  had 
thrown  into  your  liiuiil*.  Whether  Uriiish  or 
Aitiuriouii  niHrtiy,  liirtiliidti,  uml  jtiiiiuiKW  are  most 
jii'tramliieiit  \  whulliof  uur  viriiiuii>  oitiBens,  whom 
ihu  linixl  of  tyriiriny  \\m  roroud  inlo  nrma  lo  defend 
ilitiir  wiviu,  iliuir  tihildrtm,  Kiid  (lioir  pro|)erty,  or 
lliu  iiiiirdluM  liHlriimuiitii  of  IhwIcbs  duiniriatioa, 
ftvuriiK),  Hiiil  ii!VVii|S«,  beat  ilooerve  tho  Aiipellation 
of  ivIk'Ii  luid  iho  luuiiiihniflnt  of  thnt  ciiid  wliicb 
yuiit'  utIiMitiid  uleiiieucy  hna  foirtxirtio  to  iafllol  i 
wholhui'  ihu  Mtithority  under  which  I  act  is 
uiurptul,  (IT  touiulnl  ii|wi»  tha  gonuin«  principles  of 
tiUiriy,  wvru  ulK^otU-r  fbreigu  lo  tho  subject. 
I  (lur)iuMjky  Avoided  idl  i^olitioHl  diMjuiititiou ;  ttor 
■hull  I  now  Mvnil  luvwlf  of  thtiae  advantages 
whiuli  Utv  awrvd  tjiuao  of  luy  wutitry,  of  libertv. 
mud  ul'  huiiutii  luituro  givu  nio  over  yuu ;  oiiich 
tuM  uliijl  I  iiu>up  tv  roK>i'l  uul  iiivoctive;  but  the 
lutoUigDUwi  yuu  •«?  yi>u  hiiv«  rweivml  from  our 
mxvay  vv^uiiui  h  ruply.  1  bnve  tukuu  tiaie.  air, 
lu  luuliu  1  mric-l  mtiiiiry,  luid  Hud  it  hus  ii<it  ilt« 
Icwt  fouudutioti  iu  uuih.  Not  ouly  yuur  oUk-un 
mid  Mildioia  huvv  houu  liiMlfJ  with  lh«  iHuiItiniaea 
duu  lii  Icllow-uiiiuiia  hjiU  biuihruu,  but  evuu  ttMMe 
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eiecnlilc  [Mrriciilcs,  wlio^e  cnunsela  nud  uM  Imve 
delugsd  their  ountitry  wiili  Ijlood,  hiive  been  |iro- 
lecieii  froni  iIjc  fiiry  of  a  jusUy  enragi'd  ])ei:i[ile. 
PvlVom  compelling  or  jtermiiting  tlieir  ussistnnc-e, 
[  am  enibarriu^ieJ  witli  the  numbers  who  crowd 
In  our  CHrnp.  animated  ivitli   the  purest  priiiciplus 

oftinue  and  love  to  their  country 

'You  affect,  air,  lo  despise  all  rank  not  de- 
rired  froia  tLe  same  source  with  your  own.  I 
cuioot  conceive  one  more  honorable,  ihail  that 
vhich  flows  from  llie  uucorrnpced  choice  of  a 
briTe  and  free  people,  the  purest  aourec  and  orig- 
inil  fuunlain  or  all  power.  Far  from  making  it 
*  plea  for  cruelty,  a  mind  of  true  magndnimity 
lid  enlurged  ideas  would  comprehend  and  rc^^jiect 
it 

"What  may  have  been  the  minislerinl  \\iiws 
tbich  have  precipitnled  tlie  present  crisis,  Lex- 
inglon,  Concon).  and  Charleatoivn  (»u  heat  declare, 
Ifay  llinl  God,  lo  whom  you,  ton,  appeal,  Judge 
ktween  America  and  yon.  Under  his  providence, 
IboM  who  influence  the  councils  of  America,  and 
■D  (he  otlier  inhabitants  of  the  united  colonies,  at 
Ike  hazard  of  their  lives,  are  determined  to  hand 
fcwn  lo  poileriiy  those  just  and  invaluable  pri- 
which  ibcy  received  from  their  ancestors. 
"  I  shall  now,  sir,  close  my  corresponiience 
■ith  yon,  perhaps  forever.  If  your  officerB,  our 
risoner^  receive  a  treatment  from  mo  different 
«ni  thai  which  I  wished  lo  show  them,  they  and 
Du  will  remember  the  occasion  of  It." 

We  liacc  given  these  letters  of  Washington 
Imost  entire,  for  they  contain  hie   manifesto  as 
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oommaii'ler-iii-cljiorvf  ilis  wttuat  of  the  Btsrola- 
tioii  I  wtting  rortii  tbu  upiiiions  diiij  nioiivea  bj 
wliiirli  III)  wiu  guvernul,  niul  itie  prindples  un 
wlildi  liiiBlililies  tm  Ilia  part  woiili]  bo  coiiducled. 
It  WHB  iiluiiiiug  with  the  pen,  that  §lHiiilard  which 
WHS  lo  he  mnlrititintHl  hy  ttie  iword. , 

111  cQurorniity  with  ih«  ihrenl  eonvayed  in  the 
lu[[ui'  purl  or  Ilia  Inlldr,  Wudhingtoti  iBsiied  oi-dera 
thai  Hi'itiih  offlirur*  M  WHiurtoivii  tiinl  Cape  Aon, 
whn  vvei'e  nt  Inrge  on  pnrole,  slioiild  be  conSued 
in  Ni>rllii>iiipti>ii  jnit  i  uxplnining  to  them  (hat 
thia  ouitduol,  whioli  might  apptwr  lo  (hem  hnrsh 
am)  oruol,  wm  (xmlrary  lo  )iia  dispiwiliau,  but  ac- 
oimliiig  to  the  rule  or  trMtment  oWrved  by  Geo- 
enU  Ciuge  towards  tlio  Aiiwricnu  prisouera  io  his 
Itauibi  uiakii^  u»  ilUtiiiotions  of  ruik.  Circura- 
Btauc«^  vi  whiuh  we  have  uo  explHOHlioa  inluueil 
»ub*eqwui)y  a  r«vi<c«(iou  of  thi^  or^r ;  the  of- 
ticisra  wore  permitted  lo  reuutiu  i»  b«tor«,  at  hirg« 
upi>u  pttrote,  «xptH-ietK-iug  every  indulgence  nnd 
civility  txwMUMtl  witb  Uteir  security. 


u 
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the  Beaboftrd,  lliey  were  menaced  by  s  powerful 
combiiiatioQ  in  rear.  To  plui*  lliia  tnuller  in  a 
proper  light,  we  will  give  a  brief  statenieiit  of 
■  occurreuves  in  ihe  tinper  part  of  New  York,  and 
on  the  fi'ontiers  of  Canada,  since  the  exploits  of 
Elhiiii  Allen  and  Benedict  Arnold,  nl  Ticunderoga 
end  on  Lake  Cliarnpliiin. 

Grenl  rivulrj,  as  baa  already  been  noted,  had 
urisea  between  theee  doughty  leaders.  Bolb  bad 
sent  off  expresses  to  the  provincial  HUthorities, 
^viug  an  account  of  their  recent  triunipha.  Al- 
len duimed  command  at  Ticonderoga,  on  the  au- 
thority of  the  committee  from  tlie  Connecticut 
Assembly,  which  had  origiualed  ihe  enterprise. 
Arnold  clnimed  it  on  the  strength  of  hi»  iustruc- 
tiuns  from  the  Massachusetts  committee  of  safety. 
He  bore  u  commission,  loo,  giren  him  by  that 
committee ;  whereas  AUeu  had  no  other  commis- 
sion than  ihac  given  him  before  ihe  war  by  the 
committees  in  the  Mampsliire  Gmuts,  to  command 
tlieir  Green  Mountain  Boys  against  the  encroach- 
meuts  of  New  York. 

"  Colonel  Allen,"  said  Arnold,  "  is  a  proper 
man  to  bend  his  own  wild  people,  but  entirely 
unacquainted  with  military  service,  and  as  I  am 
the  only  person  who  has  been  legally  authorized 
to  take  |x)saesBion  of  this  place,  I  am  determined 
to  insist  on  tny  right ;  .  .  .  .  and  shall 
keep  it  [[the  fort]  at  every  hazard,  until  I  have 
further  orders."^ 

The  public  bodies  themselves  seemed  poqilexed 
what  to  do  with  the  prize,  bo  bravely  seized  upon 

1  Arnold  to  Mass.  Coiiiin.  of  S»(BCy.    Am.  Arth,  ii.  557. 
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by  llieite  bold  men.  Allen  bad  wi-iiteii  ti>  the 
Albany  committee,  for  men  and  pi-ovistoiis,  lo  eii- 
Hble  him  to  mniiitniu  bis  conquest.  The  eommit- 
tee  feared  tbts  daring  enterprise  might  involve  the 
nortbern  part  of  tbe  proviuce  in  tlie  horrui-a  of 
wnr  and  desolntioii,  mid  asked  advice  of  llie  New 
York  coniiiiiiiee.  Tlie  New  York  oomniiiiee  did 
not  tbink  ibeniaelves  authorized  to  give  an  opia- 

1  upon  a  matter  of  snch  iinportiiuce,  and  re- 
1  to  ibe  Continental  Corigre§s. 

The  Ma.'tHachusetts  committee  ofsatety,  to  whom 
Arnold  had  written,  referred  the  affair  to  the  Mas- 
sacbusetta  ProTincial  Congress.  Tliat  bwly,  a» 
the  eulerpriee  bad  begun  tu  Connecticut,  wrule  lo 
its  General  Assembly  to  take  the  whole  matter 
under  their  care  and  direction,  until  the  advice  of 
the  Contiiiejital  Congress  could  be  had. 

The  CoiiLineutal  Co "greae  at  length  legiiimuled 
the  exploit,  and,  as  il  were,  accepted  the  captured 
fonrBM.  As  it  was  ailuaied  within  New  York, 
the  custody  of  it  was  committed  to  llmt  proviuce, 
aided  if  necessary  by  the  New  England  colonies, 
on  whom  it  was  authorised  to  call  for  military 


The  Provincial  Congress  of  New  York  forth- 
with invited  the  "  Governor  and  Cunipuny  of  the 
EugiiBh  colony  of  Connecticut "  to  place  part  uf 
tbeir  forces  in  these  captured  posts,  until  relieved 
by  New  York  troops  ;  and  Trumbull,  the  gov- 
ernor uf  Conoeclicut,  rood  gave  notice  that  one 
thousand  men  under  Colonel  Hiniiuui,  were  on 
the  point  of  mardiing,  fur  the  reinforcemrtit  of 
Tioouderuga  sud  Crown  Poiui. 


^ 
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It  liiid  l)e<:ii  ilie  idea  of  tlie  Coiitiiientnl  Cnii- 
gress  Icr  hove  those  posts  diammilleil,  niid  tlie  can- 
noD  and  stores  removed  to  ibe  suiitli  biid  of  Lnke 
George,  where  a  Blrong  post  was  to  be  eslnltlislied. 
But  both  Allen  and  Arnold  exclnimed  agaiust 
iiucli  a  meiianre  ;  vaunting,  and  with  reason,  the 
iinporlance  of  those  forts. 

Both  Allen  and  Arnold  were  ambitious  of 
further  laurels.  Bolli  were  anxious  to  lead  an 
expedition  into  Canada ;  and  Ticonderoga  and 
Crown  Point  would  open  the  vay  lo  iL  "  Tho 
key  is  ours,"  writes  Alten  to  (he  New  York  Con- 
gress. "If  the  colonies  would  suddenly  piish  an 
army  of  two  or  three  thousand  men  into  Canada, 
they  miglit  make  an  ea^y  conquest  of  all  that 
would  oppose  them,  in  ibe  extensive  pravince  of 
Quebec,  except  a  reinforcement  from  England 
Such  a  diversion  wonld 
isnre  us  Cfniadii.  I  wish  to 
at  this  critical  juncture,  ex- 
t  herself  agreeably  to  the  indifriiily  offered  her 
by  a  tyrannical  ministry,  Slie  might  rise  on 
eagle's  winga,  and  mount  up  lo  glory,  freedom, 
and  immortal  honor,  if  she  did  hut  know  and  exert 
ber  strength.  Fame  ia  now  hovering  over  her 
bead.  A  vast  eonlinont  muat  now  sink  lo  slavery, 
poverty,  horror,  tuid  bondage,  or  rise  to  uncon- 
querable freedom,  immeniH!  wealth,  inexpressible 
felidty,  and  immortal  fame. 

"I  will  lay  my  life  on  it,  that  wi(b  fifteen  hun- 
dred men,  aud  ii  proper  train  of  arlillery,  I  will 
lake  Montreal.  Provided  I  could  be  iliua  fur- 
nished, itiid  if  au  urniy  could  command  the  field, 


should    prevent    '. 
weaken  Gage,  and  i 
Grod  America  v 


PROJECT  OF  ETBAN  ALLEN. 


it  would  be  n 
bee" 


iiipurHblu  tlilRciilly  lo  Iiike  Que 


L  letter  to  the  same  purport,  mid  with  the 
same  rlieIori<raJ  flourish,  on  which  he  npptftred  to 
vnhie  himself,  was  written  by  Allen  to  Trumbull, 
the  governor  of  Connecticut.  Arnoid  urged  the 
same  project,  but  in  less  mngniloqueiit  Inngunge, 
upon  the  Rtteiilion  of  tlie  Conlinenlnl  CoiigreBS. 
His  letter  was  dnled  from  Crown  Point,  where 
he  had  a  little  squadroD,  composed  uf  the  Kloop 
captured  at  Sl  John's,  a  achoouer,  ami  n  flotilla  of 
bateaux.  All  these  be  had  equipped,  armed, 
manned  and  oDicered ;  and  his  crews  were  de- 
voted to  him.  Ill  Ilia  letter  to  the  Conlineulid 
Congress,  he  gave  information  concerning  Ciinnda, 
collected  through  spies  and  agents.  Ciirlelon,  he 
said,  had  not  six  hundred  eflitclive  men  under 
him.  The  Caimdiuns  and  Indians  were  disaf. 
fecttt'd  In  ihe  Iti'itish  Government,  and  Montreal 
was  ready  lo  throw  opeu  its  gates  to  a  patriot 
force.  Two  thousand  men,  he  was  certain,  would 
be  sufficient  to  get  possession  of  the  province. 

"  I  beg  leave  to  add,"  sny.i  he,  "  that  if  no  per- 
son appears  who  will  undertake  to  carry  IIil'  plan 
into  execuiiuti,  I  will  undertake,  and,  with  the 
tiniltis  of  Ileavenj  answer  for  tlie  success,  pro- 
vided I  am  supplied  wllb  men,  etc.,  to  carry  it 
into  execution  without  Ions  of  lime." 

In  a  postcript  of  his  letter,  he  spt^cifles  the 
Ibrcus  requisite  for  hU  snggeslsd  invasiun.  "  In 
order  to  give  sntisfuctiou  to  Ihe  different  coIoiiIh?, 
I  propose  that  Colonel  liinman's  regiment,  now 
on  Ibeir  march  from  Connecticut  to  Ticonderoga 
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of  rank  hvu  iiuivcrsally  bindiag  and  eKteuMve, 
except  in  casa  of  retaliatiou.  These,  1  should 
have  hoped,  would  hikve  dictated  h  moni  lender 
trealmeut  of  those  individuals  whom  chance  or 
war  had  put  iu  joui'  power.  Sot  can  I  forbear 
suggestitig  ild  fuliil  tendency  to  widen  llial  un- 
happy breiicli  which  you,  and  iIiosh  niiiiistere 
uuder  whom  you  act,  have  repeatedly  declared 
your  wish  to  see  [brever  closed.  My  duty  now 
mtikes  it  neces^nry  to  apprise  you  tloil,  fur  the  fu- 
ture, I  shall  regulate  all  tny  conduct  towArds  those 
gentlemen  who  are,  or  may  be,  in  our  possesion, 
exactly  by  the  rule  you  shall  observe  towards 
thoae  of  ours,  now  in  your  custody. 

**  If  severity  and  hardships  mark  the  line  of 


your  conduct,  paij 

ul  as  it  may  be  to  me,  your 

prisoners    will   fi-el 

iia   effects.     But 

f  kindness 

and  humanity  are  s 

lown  to  us,  I  shall 

with  pleas- 

ure  consider  th.ae 

iu  our  hands    oul 

m  unfor- 

tunate,  and  they  tdmll  receive  from  me 

ihat  treat- 

ment  to  which  the 

nfortunate  are  eve 

r  eutilted.- 

The  following  an 

the  essential  parts 

of  a  letter 

from  General  Gage 

in  reply:  — 

"  Sir,  —  To  the  glory  of  civilized  nations,  bu- 
manity  and  war  have  been  compatible,  and  humau- 
ity  to  the  subdued  has  become  almost  a  general 
eyslem.  Britons,  ever  preeminent  iu  mercy,  have 
outgone  &)mmon  examples,  and  overluoked  the 
criminal  in  the  captive,  U|>on  these  principles 
your  prisoners,  whose  lives  by  the  law  of  the 
land  are  destined  to  the  cord,  have  hitherto 
been  treated  with    care  and  kindness,  and  more 
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comfortably  lolgtd  lliaii  llie  king's  troops  in  tlia 
buspilals ;  iiiUisci'iiiiiiiatel)',  il  is  true,  fur  I  Hckitowl- 
e^ge  uo  rank  tbat  ia  not  defivml  frum  the  king. 

"  My  iulelligciice  from  your  army  would  justify 
Mvuro  recriniiuiiiious.  I  uu(le»lHrid  there  Bra  of 
Uie  king's  faitLf'ul  subjects,  taken  Hoine  time  sinue 
by  the  rebeb,  laboring,  like  uegro  sluves  to  gnin 
their  ilikily  subsistence,  or  reduced  to  the  wretched 
oIleniKiive  to  perish  by  famine  or  tiike  Rrma 
against  their  king  and  country.  Those  who  hikve 
made  ihe  treHimenC  of  the  priaonera  in  my  hands, 
or  of  your  other  friends  in  Boston,  a.  pretctise  for 
such  measures,  fDunil  l>arburity  upon  falsehood. 

"I  would  willingly  hope,  sir,  that  the  eenti- 
menta  of  liberality  which  I  hove  always  believed 
you  to  puB»css,  will  be  exerted  to  correct  these 
misdoings.  Be  temperate  in  political  disquisition ; 
give  free  operaiiou  to  trutli,  and  punish  ihuse  who 
deceive  and  misrepresent ;  and  not  only  the  eD'ecla, 
bat  the  cause,  of  this  uuliappy  coiitlict  will  be 
removed.  Should  thone,  under  whose  usurped 
auiborily  you  act,  control  such  a  dispusiliou,  and 
dare  to  call  severity  retaliation ;  to  Goil,  who 
knows  all  hearts,  be  the  uppunl  of  the  dreadful 
cousequences,"  etc. 

There  were  expressions  in  the  foregoing  letter 
well  CHJculaLed  to  rouse  indignant  feelings  in  the 
most  temperate  bosom.  Had  Washington  been 
Hs  readily  moved  to  transports  of  passion  as  some 
are  pleased  to  represent  him,  the  rebel  aad  the 
cord  might  readily  have  stnug  him  to  fury  ;  but 
with  him,  atiger  was  checked  in  its  impulses  by 
bigher  energies,  and  reined  in  to  give  a  grander 
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effect  to  the  dictatea  of  his  judgmecil.  The  fol- 
lowiag  WM  bia  Doble  and  dignified  reply  to  Gen- 
eral Gage:  — 

"  I  addresHed  yon,  sir,  on  the  lllh  instant,  in 
terms  which  gave  the  fairest  scope  for  ihnt  hu- 
manity and  puliteuess  which  were  supjiosed  to 
tbrm  a  |>art  of  your  charactur.  I  remonstrated 
with  you  ou  ihe  unworthy  treHtmeiil  shown  to  the 
officers  and  uiiizeiis  of  America,  whom  the  fortune 
of  war,  chance,  or  a  mistaken  confidence,  had 
thrown  into  your  liunds.  Whether  British  or 
American  mercy,  fortitude,  and  pnlience  are  most 
preeminent ;  whether  our  virtuous  citizens,  whom 
the  hand  of  tyranny  has  forced  into  arms  to  defend 
their  wives,  their  children,  and  their  property,  or 
the  merciless  instrurocuts  of  lawless  domination, 
avarice,  and  revenge,  best  deserve  the  appellation 
of  rebels  imd  the  punishment  of  that  cord  which 
your  afTecIed  clemency  hns  forborne  to  inflict; 
whether  the  authority  under  which  I  act  is 
usurped,  or  founded  upon  the  genuine  principles  of 
liberty,  were  allogelher  foreign  to  the  subjeCL 
I  purposely  avoided  rill  political  disquisition  ;  nor 
shall  I  now  avail  myself  of  those  advantages 
which  the  sacred  cause  of  my  couutry,  of  liberty, 
and  of  human  nature  give  me  over  you  i  much 
less  shail  I  stoop  to  retort  and  invective ;  but  the 
intelligence  you  aay  you  have  received  from  our 
army  requires  s  reply.  1  have  taken  time,  sir, 
to  make  a  strict  inquiry,  and  find  it  ha-i  not  ilie 
Inist  Ibuiidulion  in  truth.  Not  otdy  your  ofHcerM 
iind  soldiers  have  been  treated  with  the  tenderness 
due  to  fellow-oitizeiis  and  brethren,  but  even  thow 
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execraiilc  [)fti'i'ii;i(les,  whoxe  counaels  tiaA  uitl  linre 
deluged  their  t-onntry  with  blixni,  liavG  been  jiro- 
tected  from  the  Airy  of  a  justly  enraged  people. 
Far fmm  compelling  or  Rermiltiug  tlieirassistnnce, 
I  am  embarrassed  with  the  oumbers  who  crowd 
to  oor  CHmp,  ntiimnted  with  thti  purest  principles 
of  virtue  and  love  to  their  country 

"Tou  nHecI,  air,  to  despise  all  rank  not  de- 
rived rroiQ  the  same  source  with  your  own.  I 
CHDiiot  cunceivQ  one  more  honorable,  ihatf  that 
which  flows  from  the  uuuorrupted  choice  of  a 
brave  and  free  people,  the  purest  source  nud  orig- 
inal foutilain  of  all  power.  Fur  from  raakiug  it 
a  plea  for  cruelly,  a  mind  of  true  magiiauimity 
and  eiJarged  ideas  would  comprehend  and  respect 
it 

"What  may  have  been  the  mioiaterial  views 
which  have  precipitated  the  present  crisis,  Lex- 
inglou,  Conconl,  aiid  Charleslown  can  best  declare. 
Hay  that  God,  tp  whom  yon,  too,  appeal,  Judge 
betveen  America  and  you.  Under  hia  providence, 
those  who  inHnence  the  councils  of  America,  and 
all  the  other  inliabilnnts  of  the  united  colonies,  at 
the  hastird  of  their  lives,  are  delcrniiued  to  hand 
down  to  poslerily  those  just  and  invaluable  pri- 
vileges which  they  received  from  their  ancestors. 

"  I  shall  now,  sir,  close  my  correspondence 
with  you,  perhaps  forever.  If  your  officers,  our 
prisoners,  receive  a  treatment  from  nie  different 
from  that  which  I  wished  to  show  thom,  they  and 
you  will  remember  the  occasion  of  it." 

We  have  given  these  letters  of  Washington 
almost  entire,  for  they  contain  bis  maniTeelo  as 
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commRnder-iti-diiefof  lli«  nrmies  of  [he  Revolu- 
tion;  Belting  forth  the  opiuions  riiiI  motives  by 
which  liQ  WH8  goveniud,  mid  the  principles  on 
which  hostilities  on  his  part  would  be  conducted. 
It  WM  planting  with  the  pen,  that  slitndurd  which 
was  to  be  niRinlHiiied  hy  the  aword. 

In  couformiiy  with  ihe  ihrcnl  conveyed  in  the 
lutler  part  of  his  letter,  Washington  issued  ordera 
that  British  uflicers  at  Watertowii  a:id  Cape  Ann, 
who  were  at  large  on  parole,  should  be  coufined 
in  Northiimplun  jail ;  expiaining  lo  them  that 
this  conduct,  which  might  appear  to  them  harsh 
and  cruel,  wns  contrary  to  his  disposition,  but  ac- 
cording to  the  rule  of  treatment  observed  by  Gen- 
eral Gitge  towards  the  American  prisouera  in  his 
hands  ;  making  no  diaiinctions  of  rank.  Circum- 
stances, of  which  we  have  no  explanatiou  induced 
subsequently  a  revncalion  of  ihia  order ;  the  of- 
ficers were  permilled  (o  remain  ae  before,  at  targe 
upon  parole,  experiencing  every  indulgence  nud 
civility  consistent  with  their  security. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

Danger)  ia  Uie  Interior.  —  Muhinntlons  of  tbe  Johiuan  Fim- 
llf .  —  RivsJry  of  F-lhBn  All*ii  and  Kenedicl  Arnold.  —  Gov- 
ernment Perplexiliea  »hnot  the  Tironderoga  CBpture.— 
HmiuTiw  lo  aecore  ihe  Prize.  —  Allen  and  Anioltl  ambilioii* 

of  Pnture  Laurels Piojectt  Tor  the  Icrasion  of  Canidi. — 

Klh«nAll»n  sod  Beth  Warner  honored  by  ConBreas. — Ar- 
nold displaced  by  a  Committee  of  Inquiry. —  IUb  Indigna- 
tion- —  News  from  Canada.  —  The  Revolution  to  be  extended 
into  [hat  Province.  —  Bnllstmont  of  Green  Mountain  Boya. 
—  Schoyler  at  Ticonderoga. —Slate  of  AtTiIra  (here. — 
Eleelion  for  Offleen  of  the  Green  Monnuin  Bofi.- Ktban 
Allen  dilmonnled.  —  .loins  the  Army  u  a  Voliuitefr.  — 
PreporMiona  fof  the  Invaiion  of  Canada,  —  General  Mont- 
gomery.—  Indian  Chiefs  at  Cambridge — Council  Fire. — 
rinii  for  an  ExpedlLion  against  Quebec  -Departure  of 
Trocps  from  Titondsrc^ga.  — Arrivel  at  Tale  Aux  Noix. 

KP^SIE  niu?t  interrupt    oiir    Datrnlivo  of  ihe 

superin lending  cure  of  Washington  as  commander- 
in-chief.  Leitt^ra  from  General  Scliuyler,  received 
in  tlie  course  of  July,  had  awakeued  apprehsneioiiB 
of  danger  from  the  interior.  The  Johnsons  tvere 
said  10  ho  alirring  up  the  Indious  in  Ihe  western 
parts  of  New  York  to  hostility,  and  preparing  to 
join  llie  Brilish  forces  in  Canada ;  so  that,  white 
the  pnlriota  were  battling  for  their  rights  along 
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the  seaboard,  they  we 
cotdbioalioQ  in  rear, 
proper  I' 


i  meiiuced  by  a  powerful 
L'o  plikce  iliis  multer  in  a 
we  will  give  a  brief  statement  of 
a  the  uiiper  pari  of  New  York,  and 
on  the  fi-ontiero  of  Cunadti,  sinee  the  exploits  of 
Ethan  Alien  aiiii  Benedict  Arnold,  at  Tiuunderoga 
and  on  Lake  Cliamplain. 

Great  rivalry,  as  has  already  been  noted,  had 
arisen  between  these  douglily  leaders.  Both  bad 
iH:ut  off  iii'Xpresses  to  the  provincial  euthoritiee, 
giviug  an  account  of  Ibeir  recent  triumphs.  Al- 
len cluimed  coramaud  at  Ticondert^n,  on  the  au- 
thority of  the  committee  from  tlie  Connecticut 
Assembly,  which  bad  originated  ibe  enterprise. 
Arnold  chiimed  it  on  the  strength  of  his  instruc- 
tions from  the  Mas.'wchusctts  committee  of  safety. 
He  bore  a  coinmiasioo,  loo,  given  bim  by  that 
committee ;  whereas  Allen  had  no  other  commit 
siou  than  that  given  bim  before  ibe  war  by  the 
committees  in  the  Hampshire  Grants,  to  command 
their  Green  Mountain  Boys  against  the  cucroach- 
meuis  of  New  York. 

"  Colonel  Alien,"  said  Arnold,  "  is  a  proper 
man  to  head  his  own  wild  jwopje,  but  entirely 
unacquainted  with  military  service,  and  as  I  am 
tie  only  person  who  has  been  legally  authorized 
to  take  posaession  of  (his  place,  1  am  dctermiueil 
to  insist  on  my  right ;  .  .  .  .  and  shall 
keep  it  [the  fort]  at  every  hazard,  until  I  have 
further  orders." ' 

The  public  bodies  themselves  seemed  perplexed 
what  to  do  with  the  prize,  so  bravely  seized  ujum 

1  Arnuld  to  Mass.  Coiuia,  of  Sufct)-.    Am.  Arch,  ii,  557. 
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by  iheoe  biild  men.  Allfti  liud  ^ 
Allmtjy  commiltee,  for  men  and  pro 
able  Kim  \a  mniuUiia  his  conquest.  Ttie  coiumit- 
tee  feared  tbis  daring  enterprise  migbt  involve  the 
uortheni  piirl  of  tLe  province  in  tlie  liorrors  of 
vrar  and  dtuoUlion,  nud  naked  ndvioi  of  ihe  New 
York  coniiiiitlee.  Tlie  New  York  committee  did 
not  think  themselves  authorized  to  give  an  opin- 
ion upon  a  matter  of  such  importance,  and  re- 
ferred it  to  llie  Coulinental  CougreBS. 

The  Masaachusetls  committee  of  safety,  to  whom 
Arnold  had  written,  referred  the  affair  to  the  Sfas- 
SBchusetts  Provincial  Congress,  TliiU  body,  as 
the  enterprise  bad  begun  in  ConnectJL-ut,  wrole  to 
ita  Geueml  Assembly  to  take  the  whute  matter 
under  their  care  and  direction,  until  the  advice  of 
the  Conlinenlat  Congress  could  be  had. 

The  Continental  Congress  at  length  legitimated 
the  exploit,  and,  as  it  were,  accepted  tlie  captured 
fortress.  As  it  was  situated  within  New  York, 
the  custody  of  it  was  committed  to  that  province, 
w'ded  if  necessary  by  the  New  England  coloities, 
00  whom  it  was  authorized  to  call  for  military 


The  Provincial  Congress  of  Ne\v  York  forth- 
with invited  the  "  Governor  and  Company  of  the 
English  colony  of  Connecticut"  to  [ilace  part  of 
their  forces  in  these  captured  posts,  until  relieved 
by  New  York  troops ;  and  Trumbull,  (he  gov- 
ernor of  Counecticut,  soon  gave  notice  that  one 
thousand  men  under  Colonel  Hinmun,  were  on 
the  point  of  marcliing,  fur  the  reinlbrcemcut  of 
Ticouderoga  and  Crown  Point. 
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It  liAil  ViFUN   tim  Men  of  l!ia 
gress  Id  liiivo  liiiMe  poB[B  dian 


a  Conliiienlal  Cnn- 
iilllell,  and  [he  Cuii- 

II  and  stores  remored  (o  tlio  soulli  end  of  Lake 
George,  wlierc  a  sirong  post  was  to  be  eatablished. 
But  boCit  Allen  aud  Arnold  exclaimed  agaioat 
8Ucli  a  meaaure;  vaunting,  and  willi  rcasoo,  the 
iuipoTtnnce  of  ihose  forts, 

Both  Allen  and  Arnold  were  ambitious  of 
funlier  liiiireU.  Both  were  atixionu  lo  lead  an 
expedition  into  Citnada ;  and  Ticonduroga  and 
Crown  Point  would  open  the  way  to  il.  ■'  Tho 
key  is  oiir«,"  writes  Allen  lo  the  Now  Yurk  Con- 
gre»B.  "  If  the  colonies  would  suddenly  push  an 
array  of  two  or  tliree  tliousand  men  into  Canada, 
they  might  make  an  easy  conquest  of  all  that 
'in  the  extensive  province  of 
iinfurcemont  from  Engknd 
Such  a  diversion  would 
isnre  us  Canada.  I  wish  to 
God  America  would,  at  this  crilical  juncture,  ex- 
ert hei-self  agreeably  to  the  iudij^^iity  otTered  her 
by  a  tyrannical  ministry.  She  might  i 
eagle's  wing4,  and  mount  up  lo  glory,  f 
and  immortal  honor,  if  she  did  but  kiiow  and  exert 
her  strength.  Fume  is  now  hovering  over  her 
head.  A  vast  continent  must  now  sink  to  slavery, 
poverty,  horror,  and  bondage,  or  rii«e  lo  uncon- 
querable fi'eeilom,  immense  wealth,  inexpressible 
felicity,  and  immortal  fame. 

"  I  will  lay  my  life  on  it,  (hat  wilh  K(\een  hun- 
dred men,  and  n  proper  train  of  arlillery,  I  will 
lake  Montreal.  Provided  1  could  be  thud  fur- 
nished, iind  if  an  army  could  command  the  Geld, 


mid  oppose  thei 
Queljec,    except  a 


weaken  Gage,  and  i 


PROJECT  OF  ETHAN  ALLEN. 


41 


it  wnulil  be  no  iiisuptrRblu  ilifflciiUj-  to  tiike  Que- 
bec." 

A  leller  lo  tlie  samo  purporl,  nrnl  with  ihe 
same  rhetorical  flouriith,  on  whicli  lie  appenred  to 
value  himself,  was  writleii  by  Allen  lo  Trumbull, 
the  governor  of  CoiitiecliL-ut.  Arnnld  urged  llie 
Game  prnject,  but  in  less  mngtiiloquent  language, 
upon  Ilie  attention  of  the  Continentnl  Congress. 
His  letter  was  dated  from  Crown  Point,  where 
be  hui]  a  little  aqiiadron,  composed  iif  the  i^loop 
captured  at  St,  Joliri's,  a  schooner,  and  il  flulillii  of 
baleaus.  All  these  he  had  equipped,  nrmed, 
maniieil  and  officered ;  and  his  crewa  were  de- 
voted to  him.  Ill  his  letter  to  ibe  Conlijieuial 
Congress,  be  gave  infortnatioii  coni?eruiiig  Ciinada, 
collected  through  spies  mid  agents,  Ciirleion,  lie 
said,  had  not  six  hundred  effective  men  under 
him.  The  Cmiadinns  and  Indians  were  disaf- 
fected til  the  Bi'itiab  Government,  and  Montreal 
was  ready  to  throw  open  its  gates  to  a  patriot 
force.  Two  tliousitnd  men,  he  wrs  certain,  would 
be  Bulfluieiit  lo  gel  posseBsion  of  the  province. 

"  I  beg  leave  to  add,"  says  he,  "  that  if  no  per- 
soti  appeai-s  who  will  undertake  to  ciirry  the  plan 
into  execution,  I  will  undertake,  and,  with  the 
Bmilea  of  Heaven,  answer  for  the  BucceBf,  pro- 
vided I  am  supplied  with  men,  etc.,  to  carry  it 
into  execution  wiiliout  loas  of  time." 

In  a  poslci'ipt  of  Ilia  letter,  he  specifies  the 
furoce  requisite  for  his  suggested  invasion.  "In 
oivler  lo  give  satiafaction  to  the  different  colonie?, 
I  projiostf  tliut  Colonel  Himnan's  regiment,  now 
ou  their  march  from  Coiuieclicut  to  Ticimderogn 


should  form  purt  of  llie  army  ;  say  one  thousnod 
men ;  five  liuudred  men  to  be  sent  frora  New 
York,  five  liuiidi'ed  of  (Jeneral  Arncild'a  regiment, 
including  Ihe  seameu  aad  mariiius  ou  board  iba 
vessels  (no  Gretn  Mountain  Bi)ya)." 

Within  A  few  days  after  the  dale  of  this  lelter. 
Colonel  Miainan  with  tlie  Connecticut  troops  ar- 
rived. The  greater  part  of  llie  Green  Moun- 
tain Boys  I101V  returned  home,  tbeir  term  of  eu- 
listment  iinving  expired.  Ethan  Allen  and  hia 
brotlit:r  in  arms,  Seth  Warner,  repaired  to  Con- 
gress to  get  pay  for  their  meu,  and  aulhoiily  to 
raise  a  new  regiment.  They  were  received  with 
disiinguislieil  honor  by  that  body.  The  same  pay 
iTBS  HWariled  to  the  men  who  had  served  under 
tliem  as  that  allowed  to  the  contineulal  troops; 
and  it  was  recommended  to  the  New  York  Cou- 
vention  that,  should  ii  meet  the  approbation  of 
Getieral  Schuyler,  a  fresh  corps  of  Green  Moun- 
tain Boys  about  to  be  raised,  should  be  employed 
iu  the  army  under  such  officers  as  they  (the  Greco 
Mountain  Boys)  should  choose. 

To  liiH  New  York  Convention  Allen  and  War- 
ner uow  repaired.  There  was  a  difficulty  about 
admitting  them  to  the  Hall  of  AsKembly,  for 
their  attainder  of  outlawry  had  not  been  re- 
pealed. PHlriotistn,  bowei'or,  pleaded  iu  their 
behalf.  They  obtained  an  audience.  A  regl- 
meut  of  Green  Mountain  Boys,  five  hundred 
strong,  was  decreed,  and  General  Schuyler  noti- 
fied the  people  of  the  New  Hampshire  Grants  of 
the  resolve,  and  requested  ihem  to  raise  the  regi- 
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Thus  prosperously  went  the  affairs  of  Ethan 
Alleu  juid  Scth  Warner.  As  to  Arnold,  difficul- 
tiea  instautly  took  plnce  between  him  and  Colonel 
Hiumiin.  Arnold  refused  to  give  up  to  liim  the 
comm&ud  of  either  post,  claiming  on  the  Btrongth 
of  his  instructions  from  the  conunittee  of  safety 
of  Uaaauchuxetts,  a  right  to  the  coinmaDd  of  all 
ihe  posts  and  fortreaseB  at  the  south  end  of  Lake 
Champlain  aud  Lake  George.  This  tlirew  every- 
thing into  confusion.  Colonel  Hiuman  was  him- 
self perpluxed  in  this  conflict  of  various  author- 
ities ;  beuig,  as  it  were,  hut  a  locmn  teneni  for 
the  province  of  New  York. 

Arnold  was  at  Crowu  Foiut,  acting  as  com- 
ntander  of  the  fort  and  admiral  of  the  fleet ;  and 
having  about  a  hundred  and  lif^  resolute  men 
under  him,  was  expecting  with  confidence  to  be 
Buthorixed  to  lead  an  expedition  into  Canada, 

At  this  juncture  arrived  a  committee  of  three 
members  of  the  Congress  of  Massachusetts,  sent 
by  that  body  to  inquire  into  the  manner  in  which 
he  had  executed  his  instructions  ;  complaints  hav- 
ing been  made  of  his  arrogant  and  undue  assump- 
tion of  command. 

Arnold  was  thunderstruck  at  being  subjected 
to  inquiry,  when  he  hud  expected  an  ovation. 
lie  requested  a  sight  of  the  comnuttee's  instruc- 
lioiis.  The  sight  of  them  only  iucreased  his  in- 
dignation. They  were  to  acquaint  themselves 
with  the  manner  in  which  he  had  eiecultid  his 
ooauoiiixioD  ;  with  hi»  spirit,  capacity,  and  conduct. 
Should  they  think  proper,  they  might  order  him 
to  relum  to  Massaehu setts,  to  render  account  of 
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the  moneys,  ammmiitioii,  unii  elores  he  had  re- 
ceived, and  Lhe  debts  he  bad  ooDtracted  on  behalf 
of  the  eolooy.  While  at  Ticonderogo,  he  and 
bia  men  were  to  be  nailer  command  of  the  prin- 
ctpol  officer  from  Connecticut. 

Arnold  was  furious.  He  swore  he  would  Ije 
second  iu  command  ta  no  one,  dishanded  his  men, 
aiid  threw  up  his  commission.  Quite  n  scene  en- 
Bued.  Ilia  men  became  turbulent;  same  refused 
to  serve  under  any  other  leader;  others  clamored 
for  their  pny,  which  was  in  arrears.  I'art  joined 
Arnold  on  Ixiard  of  the  vesBela  which  were  drawn 
one  into  tlie  lake;  and  among  other  ebullitions  of 
passion,  tliere  was  a  threat  of  sailing  for  St. 

At  length  the  storm  was  allayed  by  the  inter- 
ference of  several  of  the  officers,  and  ilie  assur- 
ances of  the  committee  that  every  man  sliould  l>e 
piud.  A  part  of  them  enlisted  under  Colonel 
EastoD,  and  Arnold  set  off  for  Canibi-idge  to 
settle  Ilia  accounts  with  the  committee  of  safety. 

The  project  of  an  invasion  of  Canada,  nrgeil 
by  Allen  and  Arnold,  had  at  first  met  with  no 
fiivor,  the  Continental  Congress  having  formally 
residved  to  make  no  hostile  attempts  ujmn  that 
province.  Intelligence  subseqnently  received,  in- 
duced it  to  change  its  plans.  Carletun  was  said 
to  be  strengthening  the  fortifications  and  garri- 
son at  Sc  John's,  and  preparing  to  launch  vessels 
on  the  lake  wherewitli  tn  regain  command  of  it, 
and  relnke  the  captured  (wsls.  Powerful  rein- 
forcements were  i!oming  from  England  and  else- 
where.    Guy  Johnson  was  holding  comicils  with 
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the  fierce  Cayugas  aod  Senecas,  anri  stirriog  up 
the  Six  NnciaDB  tu  hostility.  On  the  other  hnnti, 
Canada  was  full  of  religiouB  and  politico!  disEen- 
Biona.  Tlie  late  exploits  of  the  AnierJcaus  on 
Lake  Cliatnpliun,  had  produced  a  iavorable  efi'ect 
ou  the  Cauadians,  who  would  (lock  to  the  patriot 
standard  if  iiufurled  among  them  by  an  imposing 
force.  Now  was  the  time  to  strike  a  blow  to 
paralyze  all  hostility  from  this  quarter ;  iiow, 
white  Carletoii's  regular  force  was  weak,  and  be- 
fore the  arrival  of  additional  troops.  Influeuced 
by  these  considerations,  Congress  now  determined 
to  extend  ihe  HevoluiioD  iuto  Canada,  but  it  wus 
an  enterprise  too  important  to  be  intrusted  to  any 
but  discreet  bands.  Geueral  Schuyler,  then  io 
Mew  York,  was  accordingly  orden-d,  on  the  27ih 
June,  to  proceed  Io  Ticonderoga,  and.  "  should  he 
find  it  practicable  and  not  diMgreeable  to  the 
Canadians,  immediately  to  lake  possession  of  St. 
John's  and  Montreal,  and  pursue  sncli  otiier  meas- 
ures ill  Canada  as  mi^ht  have  a  tendency  to  pro- 
mote the  peace  and  security  of  these  provinces." 
It  behooved  General  Schuyler  to  be  on  the 
alert,  lest  tlie  enterprise  should  be  snatched  from 
his  bands.  Ethan  Allen  and  Seth  Warner  were 
at  Bennington,  among  the  Green  Mouulaina.  En- 
liatments  were  going  on,  but  too  slow  lor  Allen's 
impatience,  who  had  his  old  hankering  for  a  par- 
tisan Foray.  lu  a  letter  to  Govei 
(July  12ili),  he  writes,  "Were  i 
grand  Continental  Congress  had 
rated  the  Green  Mountain  Buys  i: 


r  Trumbull 
1  not  that  the 
totally  incorpo- 
ilo  a  batialioit 


regulali^ 


J   and   command,  I  would 
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forthwith  Hilvnnce  tliein  into  ChuuiIii  anil  iuvest 
Montreal.  exclutii>«  of  aioj  help  from  the  colonies  ; 
tbougli  under  present  circuinsiriDces  I  would  not, 
for  my  right  arm,  act  without  or  contrary  to  order. 
If  my  fond  zeal  for  reducing  tiie  king's  fortmies 
and  dettriHfing  or  impriioning  hi*  troops  in  Can- 
ada he  the  result  of  enthtuiasm,  I  hope  and  expect 
the  wistlom  of  the  continent  will  treat  it  as  aucb  i 
and  on  the  other  hand,  if  it  proceeil  from  sound 
policy,  that  the  plan  will  be  adopted."  ^ 

Schuyler  arrived  at  Tioonderogn  on  the  IBih 
of  July,  A  letter  to  Waahingion,  to  whom,  as 
coram aoder-io-chief,  he  made  constant  reports, 
gives  a  striking  picture  of  a  frontier  poat  in  those 
crude  days  of  tlie  Rtjvolution. 

"  You  will  expect  that  I  should  say  somethiog 
about  this  place  ami  the  troops  here.  Not  one 
earllily  thing  for  offense  or  defense  has  been 
done  ;  the  commanding  o^ffieer  has  no  orders  ;  he 
only  eame  to  reinforce  Ute  garrison,  and  he  ex- 
peeled  tin  generoL  About  leu  last  tiip;ht  I  ar- 
rived  at  the  landing-place,  at  the  north  end  of 
Lake  George ;  a  post  occupied  by  a  ciiplaiii  and 
one  hundred  men.  A  sentinel,  on  being  informed 
that  I  was  in  the  boat,  quitted  hia  post  to  go  and 
awaken  the  guard,  consisting  of  three  men,  in 
which  he  had  no  success.  I  walked  up  and  came 
to  another,  a  sergeant's  guard.  Here  the  sen- 
tiitel  challenged,  but  suffered  tne  to  come  up  to 
him;  Ihe  whole  guard,  like  the  first,  in  the  sound- 
est sleep.  With  a  penknife  only  I  could  have 
cat  off  both  guards,  and  then  have  set  tire  to  the 
1  Force'a  Ant,  Ardweti,  u.  IGIU. 
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block-bouse,  destroyed  the  slorvs,  nnd  starveil  [lie 
people  here.  At  [his  poat  I  had  jxiiniedlj  rec- 
ommeaded  vigiUnce  and  care,  as  nil  tlit  aliiren 
from  Luke  Gitorge  must  uecessikrily  b»  Imideil 
liere.  Bai  I  hope  to  get  the  beit«r  of  this  iiint- 
leriliou.  The  officers  and  men  are  all  good  look- 
ing people,  and  decent  iu  tlieir  deportment,  and  I 
really  believe  will  make  good  soldiers  an  sooti  an 
I  can  get  the  better  of  this  nonchalance  of  theirs. 
Bravery,  1  believe,  they  are  iar  from  wnntirjg." 

Colonel  Hiuman,  it  will  be  recollecled,  waa  in 
temporary  command  at  Ticonderoga,  if  thiit  could 
be  called  a  command  where  none  seemed  to  obey. 
The  garrison  waa  about  twelve  hundred  strong : 
the  greater  part  Connecticut  men  brought  by 
himself ;  some  were  New  York  troopa,  and  some 
few  Green  Mountain  Boys.  Schuyler,  on  tak- 
ing commiind,  dispatched  a  couBdential  agent  into 
Canada,  Major  John  Brown,  an  American,  who 
resided  at  llie  Sorel  River,  and  was  popular 
among  the  Canadian*.  He  was  to  collect  infor- 
mation as  to  the  British  forces  and  fortifications, 
and  to  ascer[ain  how  an  invasion  and  an  attack 
on  St.  John's  would  be  considered  by  the  people 
of  the  province :  in  (he  mean  time,  Schuyler  Bet 
diligently  to  work  to  build  boats  and  prepare  for 
the  enterprise,  should  it  ultimately  be  ordered  by 


Schuyler  was  an  authoritative  man,  and  inher- 
ited from  his  Dutch  ancestry  a  great  love  of  or- 
der ;  he  was  excessively  annoyed,  tliercfore,  by 
the  confasion  and  negligence  prevalent  around 
him,  and  the  dilficullies  and  delays  thereby  occn- 
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^ont*l.  He  dinled  in  spirit  ni  ihe  dbregnrd  of 
ditci|iliu«  (nuouj;  kb  jeonMn  sotttierr.  ood  ihar 
Cffositiuu  to  idl  tjsleni  ukI  RguUrity.  Thb 
wtA  v^MKMlljr  tbo  ouB  tnth  the  iniops  firom  Qm- 
tteetkttt,  oHkvml  gtmenHj  hj  itwftr  own  ne^b- 
bon  iuhI  fiuuiliar  eonpwiioas,  nai  wiwillaig  to 
«cijM>«loa$0  lfc«  antlMfilj  of  *  rvmtaaader  froa 
«  diUvcwit  pvoviaco.  Il«  paved  oat  fail  co»- 
fUua  U>  *  IneuUjr  letter  to  WufamgUn;  the 
fcUtor  tMwuM  bia  bv  Wlwg  bv  own  trijiibJfii 


lbt»  sfttrit  wtib  vbicb  he  «Q(«4  with  ^M*.  -Praa 
l^r  lAWw  Miwneactt,'*  sritas  be  (Jn);  tt).  ■*!  «■■ 
maHtf  jfuif*  9f  jwtr  4BBnlKMB  ii  ■uriiilerien  en- 
iImt  «ait  ifaffifKM  iMv  tfwfo.  oft*  bMC  fiaa 
the^  ielbw.7,  M>ib«l  Am  of  ibe  mmI  Mottiy 
UmL      h  ntvoU  be  &r  bejooA  ibe  »iiwpMi  ef  ■ 

h*««  [nt  l.'uubcN^*}^  om  Mjr  ani«a£.  nvftapi 
inm  Witt  Mkl,v  be  ^te  t»  jvip  et'  >t;  6e«  <m  ae- 
VtMnttg  <rwi,  iJnal  wuM  WMk  be  >  putmiE  M  idl 
bw^fb  Iff  ohiU  vwt  be««  Iked  ie  nmuMsncb  C«»- 
fliMMt  wbI  ■JtH.viil  MMffueit  tn  ««en  JepMiiueMV 
wbicbt  >u  A  liXiIa  Dm*,  mu«C  hw**  <Nnh!il  eilJher  la 
ibe  iu^iuHUvo  it  the  arwji,  ur  liuni  ixrateBtB  with 
oue  aowUlur.  The  bwlhtr  janiu;  jt~  Ainn-Ke  b» 
^lailiMt,  aad  ummI  lki(^ilv.  the  mtiBBteriiU  trnops 
b&ve  uuh  AMiuiuU  (JitdUMiIvw  if  tlmev  wlviwiafets^ 
liH,  I  truMi  liie  tf^iMfHudit^  is  in  •  $t«et  mu^nuB 
)MM>eJ  uov*  ....  We  nnxHi  iivent  >iH«k^  ani> 
I  ihOiwr  wtuwh;  liiui  iit  Ik  Itltle  tinw  we  AeU, 
«vi^  up  tbuM  ni<«  leeiwnJ^  iulu  »  itutnl  nBw»- 
liMtuiv.      I  UHittt  tWMUMiHMHl  iu  }iuu,  whet  C  a^ 
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lieiTor  lo  praciice  myself,  patience  nnJ  peraever 


Sctiaj'ler  took  the  friendly  i\ 
ipifit  iu  wtiich  it  wiw  given.  "  I  can  easily  oon- 
tiit^  writes  liD  (Aug.  Gih),  "  tliut  my  difli cullies 
ttt  only  a  faiul  gemblauce  of  yours.  Yes,  my 
^uenl,  I  will  strive  to  copy  your  bright  example, 
«iiij  pniieuily  and  steadily  persevere  in  ihal  line 
*ht(-L  only  can  promi^  tbe  wished-for  reforma- 

He  bad  calculated  on  being  joined  by  this  lime 

by  the  regiment  of  Greeti  Muuutaiu  Uoys  wliich 

Bihaa  Allen  and  Selb  Warner  bad   undertaken 

u  raife  iu  ibe  New  Hampshire  Grants.     Unfor- 

iRiiately,  a    quarrel    had    ai'isen    between    ibose 

brother*  iu  arras,  which  filled  the  Green  Mcmn- 

urith  discord  and  party  t'euds.      The  election 

I  of  officers  took  place  on  tbe  27tb  of  July.     It 

i  made  by  committees  from  the  different  lown- 

Kihan  Allen  wiis  entirely  passed  by,  and 

1  Warner  nominated  as  lieuieuanl-colonel  of 

i  regimeoL     Allen  was  Ibunderstruck  at  Gnd- 

^  Umself  ihuB  suddenly  dismounted.     His  pn- 

Jotbrn  uiid  bve  of  adventure,  however,  were  not 

;  forthwith  repaired  to  tbe  army 

it  Tioonderoga  lo  offer  himself  as  a  Tolunleer. 

I   Schuyler,  at  fir!il,  hesitated  lo  accept  liis  services. 

~  ?  of  his  aspiring  notions,  and  feared 

e  would  be  a  ditGcully  iu  keeping  him  within 

9  bounds,  but  was  at  length  persuitded  by  his 

u,  to  act  as  a  pioneer  on  the 

I  a  letter  from  camp,  Allen  gave  Governor 
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Trambull  a 
ering  hopes. 


I  account  of  tlie  d(>wiifiill  of  hia  tow- 

"Noihwithslnnding  m_T  zeal  and  ' 
'  country's  cnuxe,  the  old  farniere  on 
the  New  Hanipahire  Gnmta,  who  do  not  iucline 
lu  go  to  war,  have  met  in  a  cominitlee  meeting, 
and  in  iheir  noniiiintion  of  officers  for  the  reg- 
iment of  Green  Alountain  Bojs,  hitve  wholly 
omitted  me." 

His  letter  liiis  a  consolalory  postscript.  "  I 
tiuU  myself  in  the  favor  of  the  olfiuers  of  the 
army  aiiil  the  young  Green  Mountain  Boys, 
How  the  old  men  came  lo  rejpct  me  I  cannot 
conceive,  inasmuch  as  1  saved  ihem  from  the 
encroachmenla  of  New  York."'  —  Thu  old  men 
probably  doubted  hi.i  discretion. 

Scltiiyler  was  on  the  alert  witli  respect  to  the 
expedition  ngainat  Canadn.  From  his  agent 
MiLJor  Bi'own,  and  from  other  source?,  he  had 
learnt  that  there  were  but  about  seven  hundred 
king's  troops  in  that  province ;  three  hundred  of 
them  at  St.  John's,  about  fifty  at  Quebec,  the  re- 
mainder at  Montreal,  Chamblee,  and  the  upper 
posts.  Colonel  Guy  Johnson  was  at  MoutrciJ 
with  three  hnndred  men,  mostly  his  tenants,  and 
with  a  number  of  Indiana.  Two  batteries  had 
been  finished  at  St.  John'n,  mounting  nine  guns 
each  :  other  works  were  intrenched  and  picketed. 
Two  large  row-galleys  were  on  the  stocks,  and 
would  soon  be  tiuished.  Now  was  the  lime,  ac- 
cording to'hia  informants,  lo  carry  Canaila.  It 
might  be  done  with  great  ease  aud  little  cost. 
The  Canadians  were  disaffected  to  British  rule, 
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would 


8iiJ    would  juin   the   Americune 
many  of  [he  Iiiditiiis. 

"1  am  prepnred."  wriles  he  lo  Waahingtou, 
"  lo  move  against  the  enemy,  uuleES  jouv  Excel- 
lency and  Congress  should  Uirect  otherwise.  In 
the  course  of  a  few  days  I  expect  lo  receive  tlie 
ultimule  delermi nation.  "Whatever  it  may  be,  I 
?hall  try  to  execute  it  in  such  a  manner  as  will 
promote  the  just  cause  iu  which  we  are  engaged." 

While  awaiting  orders  on  this  head,  he  repaired 
10  Albany,  to  hold  a  conference  and  negotiate  a 
treaty  with  the  Caughnawagas,  and  the  warriors 
of  [be  Six  Nations,  whom,  ua  one  of  the  commis- 
sionera  of  ludiau  affairs,  he  bail  incited  to  meet 
biin  at  that  place.  General  Richard  Montgomery 
was  to  remain  iu  command  at  Ticonderoga,  during 
his  absence,  and  to  urge  forward  the  military  prep- 
aratious.  As  the  subsequent  fortunes  of  this  gal- 
lant officer  are  inseparably  connected  wilb  the 
Canadian  campaign,  and  have  endeared  his  name 
\a  Americans,  we  pause  (o  give  a  few  particulars 
coDcemiiig  him. 

Geoeral  Richard  Montgomery  was  of  a  good 
Gkmily  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  where  he  was  born 
in  1736.  He  entered  the  army  when  about  eigh- 
leeu  years  of  age;  served  in  America  in  the 
French  war;  won  a  lieutenancy  by  gallant  con- 
dnot  at  Louisburg ;  followed  General  Amherst  to 
Lake  Clukmpkin,  and,  after  the  conquest  of  Cau- 
adu,  was  promoted  to  a  captaincy  fur  his  services 
in  ihe  West  Indies. 

After  the  peace  of  Versailles  he  resided  in 
England  -,  but,  about  three  years  before  the  break- 
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ing  out  of  the  Revaiutiuu,  lie  »)l'l  out  hiti  coni~ 
niiBsioii  in  the  army  aud  eiiiigrutml  la  New  York. 
Here  he  niiirried  the  eldest  ditiigliter  of  Judge 
Robert  R,  LivingBtoD,  of  the  Clenuoiii  branch  of 
ibat  fu[Dily  ;  uud  look  up  his  residence  oa  an 
eaiale  which  he  luul  purchased  in  Dutchess 
Couuty  uQ  the  biinks  of  the  Hudsou. 

Being  known  to  be  in  favor  of  the  popular 
cauee,  he  was  drawn  reluctantly  from  bia  rural 
abode,  to  represent  his  county  iu  the  Grat  conven- 
tion of  the  province ;  and  on  the  recent  organ- 
isation of  the  army,  bis  military  reputation  gained 
him  the  unsouuht  commlsaiou  of  brigadier-gen- 
eral. "  It  ta  an  event,"  wrilta  ha  to  a  friend, 
"  which  must  put  an  end  for  a  while,  perhaps  for- 
ever, to  the  quiet  scheme  of  life  I  had  prescribed 
for  myself;  for,  though  entirely  unexpected  aud 
undesired  by  rae,  the  will  of  an  oppressed  people, 
compelled  to  choose  between  liberty  aud  slavery, 
must  be  obeyed." 

At  the  time  of  receiving  bis  commission,  Mont- 
gomery was  about  thirty-nine  years  of  age,  and 
the  beait  ideal  of  a  soldier,  liis  form  was  well 
proportioned  and  vigorous ;  his  countenance  ex- 
pressive and  prepossesaiug ;  he  was  cool  aud  dis- 
criminating in  council,  energetic  and  fearless  in 
action.  His  principles  commanded  the  respect  of 
fricuds  and  foes,  aud  he  was  noted  for  winning 
the  alTectiuna  of  the  soldiery. 

While  these  things  were  occuriug  at  Tioonde- 
roga,  several  Indian  chiefe  made  their  appearance 
in  the  camp  at  Cambridge.  They  came  in  savage 
stale  and  costume,  as  ambassadors  from  their  re- 


INDIAN  CHIEFS  AT  CAMBRIDGE.         53 

Bpective  iribes,  lo  have  h  talk  »Viut  the  impend- 
iug  invasion  of  Caoiulii.  Otie  was  chief  of  the 
Cauglitiawaga  tribe,  whose  Tesidence  was  on  tbe 
banks  of  ihe  St.  Lawrence,  sis  miles  above  Mou- 
treal.  Oibera  were  from  Su  Francifi,  about  forty- 
five  leagnea  above  Quebec  and  were  of  a  warlike 
tribe,  from  whicb  Loslitities  had  been  espedaJIy 
apprehended. 

Wa^liiogton,  accuBtomed  lo  deal  with  the  red 
warrion  of  the  wildemese.  received  tliem  with 
great  ceremonial.  They  dined  at  head-quarters 
among  hia  officer*,  and  it  is  observed  that  to  some 
of  the  latter  tbey  might  bate  Nerved  us  mcxlele. 
snch  was  their  grave  dignity  and  decorum. 

A  conQcii-firt!  was  held.  Tbe  aacbenis  all  of- 
fered, on  bebalf  of  their  tribea,  to  lake  up  tbe 
hatchet  for  ibe  AmericaoB,  should  tbe  latter  to- 
Tsde  Canada.  Tbe  offer  was  embarrassing.  Con- 
gress bad  publidj  resolved  lo  f<eek  nothing  but 
aentraliiy  froiD  Ibe  Indian  naiione,  uuleMt  the 
mioK'terial  agents  should  make  an  offeuhive  sili- 
anOB  with  tbem.  The  chief  of  tbe  St.  Francis 
tribe  declared  that  Governor  Carleton  had  en- 
deavored to  persuade  him  to  take  np  llie  hatchet 
against  the  Americans,  bat  in  vain.  "  A^  our 
anoeMor^  gave  this  country  to  yon,"  added  he 
grandly,  *-  we  would  not  Iwve  you  destroyed  by 
£ngbuid ;  but  are  reit^j  lo  aSbrd  you  our  a»dB- 
Uoce." 

WashiiigtoD  wished  to  be  certain  of  the  cod- 
doct  of  the  enemy,  before  he  gave  a  ^eply  to 
thcce  Indian  overtures.  He  wrote  by  expreH^ 
Ibere&re,  to  GeoenJ  Sdiuyler,  reqoesting  him  to 
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aecerlain  Ibe  iulentlons  of  ihe  Briti 
with  respect  lo  the  ualivo  tribes. 

By  llie  same  express,  he  comraiiiiicaled  a  plau 
which  lind  oi^cupied  his  thoughts  for  aeyentl  days. 
Ab  Ute  con teni plated  rnoTeinent  of  Schuyler  w 
pnihubly  cuuse  »11  ilie  British  force  in  CHiioda  to 
be  couc^iitruteil  in  the  neighborhood  of  Alouireal 
u[id  St.  John's,  he  proposed  to  send  off  qti  expe- 
dition of  ten  or  twelve  hundred  meo,  to  penetrtiie 
to  Quebec  by  the  way  of  the  Kennebec  River. 
''If  you  are  resolved  to  proceed,"  writes  lie  lo 
Schuyler,  "  which  I  gather  from  your  last  letter 
is  your  inlentiou,  it  would  mnke  a  diversion  that 
would  distract  Corleton.  He  must  either  break 
up.  and  follow  this  party  lo  Quebec,  by  which  he 
would  teiLve  you  a  free  passage,  or  he  must  sufier 
that  important  place  to  fall  into  other  hands  —  an 
event  that  would  have  a  decisive  e£Fect  and  influ- 
ence ou  the  public  interest.  ....  The  few 
whom  I  have  consnlled  on  the  project  approve 
it  much,  but  the  Rnal  determioaiion  is  deferred 
until  I  hear  from  you.  Not  a  monieut's  litue  ia  lo 
be  lost  in  the  preparations  for  this  enterprise,  if 
the  advices  from  you  favor  it.  With  the  utmost 
expedition  the  season  will  be  cu[>slderably  ad* 
Tanced,  so  that  you  will  dismiss  the  t 
soon  US  possible." 

Tlie  express  found  Schuyler  in  Albany,  where 
he  had  been  attending  the  conference  with  the 
Six  Natious.  .  He  liud  just  received  intelligence 
which  uonviuced  him  of  the  propriety  of  an  ex- 
pedition into  Canada;  had  sent  word  lo  General 
Moutgoraery  to  get  everything  ready  for  it,  and 
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was  OD  the  pnint  of  departing  Tor  Tico»dui-oga  lit 
carry  it  into  eSect.  In  reply  lo  Waahtagton,  he 
ducUred  Ills  conviction,  from  VHrious  iiuxiunts 
wliicL  be  bud  retntived,  tlitit  CHrlelou  Hiid  bis 
i^uta  were  uxcliing  the  ludiao  tiibes  to  bostilily. 
"  I  should,  iheretbre,  not  hesitate  one  moment,^ 
adds  he,  "  to  employ  any  savages  that  might  be 
williug  to  joiu  UB." 

Uc  expressed  himn;If  delighted  with  Washing- 
ton'* project  of  seiidiug  off  nu  expedition  lo  Que- 
bec, regretting  only  that  it  haii  tiot  betti  thought 
of  earlier.  ■■  Should  the  dciaclmient  from  your 
body  peuelmte  into  CuDaila,"  tidded  he,  "aud  we 
meet  with  suci'ess,  Cuuada  muat  iuevitwhly  fall 
into  our  hauds." 

Having  sent  off  these  dispatches,  Schuyler  bus- 
leucd  back  to  Ticonderoga.  Before  lie  reached 
there,  SJoiilgumery  had  teeeived  intelligence  that 
Carluton  had  completed  hia  armed  vessels  at  Sl 
John's,  and  was  about  to  send  tbcm  into  Lake 
Champliiiu  hy  the  Sore!  River.  No  time,  there- 
fore, was  to  be  lost  in  getting  p<isseseion  of  the 
Isle  Alts  Xots,  which  commaiided  the  etilntuce 
to  that  river,  Montgomery  hastened,  therefore, 
to  embark  with  about  a  thousand  men,  which 
were  an  ninuy  as  the  buats  now  ready  could  hold, 
takiug  with  him  two  pieces  of  artillery ;  with  this 
force  lie  set  off  down  the  lake.  A  letter  lo  Gen- 
eral Schuyler  explained  the  cause  of  his  sudden 
departure,  and  entreated  him  to  follow  on  in  a 
wliateboat,  leaving  the  reitidue  of  the  artillery  to 
come  on  as  soon  as  coaveyances  could  be  pro- 
cured. 


CHAITKH  V. 


A  Challmi^   dtclinnl  — A  IJIoir  nwdiuifil.  —  A   Caulioiu 
Osadl  irf  W(i.  —  i'rtfiTadim  tor  Ibt  Quebec  Eipcdilion. 

—  Bwlitt  ArnoUl  lb«  Ltader.  —  Advla  iind  luotrtKlloiu. 

—  Iftyaitan.  —  ticnanl  Kcbujrier  on  ttie  Surtl.  —  Uteon- 
MiUnM.  JvbaV  — Campal  lnlvAiu  Noix.  —  UlncM  of 
Bcbaj4(r.  —  Bebinia  laTlronilrraKa.  —  ExpHiiioo  of  Monl- 
CnmiMjr  •([■lo"  ^-  Juhn'i.  — Ixllcrof  Elbui  Allen.— Hii 
DMfa  Igihul  Haiitrcal.  —  lu  Cilutropbe,  —  A  Hero  ia 
Inma.  —  CurmiiiHidrnu  of  WMhiagtiHi  nilh  Scbujlet  and 
Anoid.  — Hi>Afliticlr  alHiut  Them. 

BlIE  niego  of  Busloii  linil  been  kept  up 
for  nevitml  we«kii  willioul  uny  reninrk- 
ulilu  occurrence.  Tliu  Urilinlj  remniiied 
wiUiiu  ilit-ir  lilies,  ililigeiitly  slrengilienuig  Ihem ; 
the  beaiugera  having  retviveJ  Turilier  supplies  of 
aminiuiitioD,  were  growing  impntient  of  h  stale 
of  ioBdivity.  Tuwitrde  the  laller  pari  of  August 
'  )  rumun  from  Bosloii,  that  Ihe   enemy 

jpiprepving  for  a  ioriie.  WnnliingiDii  wan  re- 
1  to  provoke  it  by  a  kind  of  cliallengc.  He 
rdiDgly  tlclot'hed  fourteen  huudr<.'<I  men  to 
arize  at  uight  upon  a  height  within  ninnket-shot 
of  tiw  enemy's  line  on  Cbarlestown  Neck,  presum- 
ing that  the  latter  wouli)  snliy  forth  on  t>ie  follow- 
ing day  to  dispute  poHseAsiun  of  it,  and  thus  be 
drawn  into  a  general  battle.  The  tank  vine  exe- 
cuted with  silence  and  celerity,  and  by  dnybi'eak 
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the  hill  preseuieil  (o  ihe  asioiii^hed  fue  the  aspect 
of  a  fortified  punl. 

The  tfiulletigc  was  uot  acctpleil.  Thu  British 
upeutnl  n  lienvy  cauaonuile  frum  Buiiker'a  Ulli, 
but  kept  wiiliiii  their  works.  The  Ameriuaus, 
Bcaitl  of  BiumunilioD,  could  only  reply  with  ■ 
siuglc  iiiiiB-pouutJer ;  litis,  however,  sutik  one  of 
the  Ituuiiug  butivriee  which  guiUiled  the  Neck. 
Thvy  weut  uu  to  ouiuplete  and  sireagthen  this  ad- 
vuic«d  post,  expoiicd  to  diiilj  ouiuonude  aud 
boiubordiiieat,  wbicli,  however,  did  but  liitle  in- 
jury. Thejr  coaliuued  to  answer  from  time  to 
tilDC  with  u  single  gun ;  reaerviug  their  auuuuoi- 
ttou  for  a  general  acliou.  ^  We  are  ju»t  iu  the 
sitiiution  of  u  iniui  witli  liLtk  money  in  his  puvkut," 
writes  Secretary  Keird  ;  "  he  will  do  twenty  mean 
ihiuj^  lu  preveni  Lis  breakiiif;  in  upon  his  little 
Block.  We  itre  obliged  to  hear  with  the  raectUs 
uu  Bunker'ii  liill,  when  a  few  shot  now  auj  then 
ill  rulurii,  would  keep  our  men  atteuLive  to  their 
busiiieas  and  give  the  eueiny  ulurms."  > 

The  uvideiit  uuwilliugoess  of  the  latter  to  oome 
forth  was  perplexing.  "  Uulaae  the  iniuIitiuriBl 
troops  ill  Boston  we  waiting  lor  reiufonKnu^nt^,'* 
wriieii  Wa^iigion,  ■■  I  uuiiiot  devise  what  they 
iirB  staying  there  tiir,  uor  why.  aa  lliey  affect  to 
Jespise  the  Aiuericaiw,  ihey  do  not  come  forth 
and  pul  uJi  euil  to  ihe  cuule»t  at  uqiw." 

PerhfLps  they  porsuEuled  tliemselres  that  his 
liTiuy,  uoniposiid  of  urude,  liali^iscipliuuil  ievieft 
titHD  JitTcrcul  Olid  distant  quarters,  would  gmduolly 
iiill  asunder  and  disp<ii*s«!,  or  tliat  its  ucuus  of 

1  Ujt«/  StiU,\<t\.\.  itv, 
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sabeiatence  would  be  exiiauslud.  He  had  his 
onn  fenn  ou  the  subject,  aud  looked  forwurd  with 
donbt  nod  uuxiety  Ui  a  winter's  L-ampnign ;  the 
heav;  expense  that  would  be  incurred  in  provid- 
ing burracks,  fuel  aud  warm  clotliiug ;  the  dif' 
Gcultj'  there  would  be  of  beeping  together,  through 
ibe  rigorous  Khsod,  troops  unaccustomed  to  mill- 
lury  hardships,  and  none  of  whose  terms  of  enlial- 
Eoenl  extended  bejond  the  1st  of  January:  the 
Bujipiies  of  Hinmunition,  too,  lliat  would  be  re- 
quired for  protracted  operations ;  the  stock  of 
powder  on  band,  uolwithstnudiug  ibe  must  care> 
ful  hustiandry,  being  fearfully  small.  Kevolviug 
iJiesti  circuinstaiices  in  hia  mind,  he  I'ode  iboughl- 
fully  about  the  coraraunding  points  in  the  vieiuity 
of  Boston,  considering  how  he  might  strike  a  de- 
cisit^e  blow  that  would  put  an  end  to  the  murmur- 
iug  inactivity  of  the  army,  and  relieve  the  coun- 
try from  the  consuming  expense  of  mHiutaiuiug 
it.  The  reault  was,  a  Ittter  to  the  niiijor  and 
brigadier-generals,  auinrnuniiig  ihem  to  a  council 
ot  war  to  be  held  at  (he  disluncc  of  three  days, 
and  giving  iheni  previous  inti(niilion  of  its  pur- 
pose. Jt  was  to  know  whether,  in  their  judgment, 
u  successful  attack  might  not  be  miide  upon  the 
troops  at  Boston  by  means  of  boats,  in  uoi^peralioii 
with  an  attempt  upon  their  lines  at  Kuxbury. 
*'  The  success  of  snub  an  eulei'prise."  adds  he, 
"depends,  I  well  know,  upon  the  All-wise  Disposer 
of  eveuts,  and  it  is  not  wilhiu  the  reach  of  liumiui 
wisdom  lo  foretell  the  i»sue  ;  but  if  the  prospect 
is  ikir,  ihe  undertaking  is  justiQuble." 

He  proceeded  lu  stale  the  conaideraliuiis  already 


Lire  or  wjUBixerox. 


(4t«il,  wkick  ■t|>|'«uvil  h>  juMifv  M.    Tte  t 


7«t  it 


U  tMiHiHJy  WW  boU  tai  I 
SWUM  to  Imh*  telbm  sinMg  b»U 
■be  wwinuiMfer-iti'^itMi^  ueuaBy  a 
omuhM  Bav."  writes,  tut  Ui  llm  Pre^idiant  of  Con- 
jjivoi.  "  Utat  L  liavu  i«ti>>[W  Itutl  it  ^Je;  but  new 
acvutft  nukv  txscnpiun  tiuw  muicMtratSi  Uf  this  I 
bopts  Uhi  buuoriilili:  Couj^roM  laut  nunl  mi  uMur- 
aocK,  UmI  Uiure  ui  noC  it  nuui  ia  :\iiiwrtai  wfui 
uuH  (jwiM9>Uv  wi»lM9ft  ^ch  A  cwmiiiuiioD  <tt'  the 
CMUpiLigu,  ^ta  lu  luake   ibn   vray  ni>   Uniger  aecrs- 

lu  Ule  itHMU  timut  iw  it  WMl  uvideuL  ills  enWDV' 
itid  uot  iatKuil  to  a*uw  out,  but  wt:r«  imly  strm^b- 
uuii^  LliBir  iIcJ'euMiB'  auil  prepiu-iu^  lor  nrinler. 
W«b1iii^Umi  was.  uuHiiletJ  to  lam  Ills  oUeuLiuii  U) 
tlM  ux4wtliti<M  Iw  ))«  Miut  iaUi  CoiuhU  l>jr  ibe  vmy 
ut'  tlw  KjHuubec  Uivcr. 

A,  iteUwliuMul  lit  ^iboui  •^vui  bumiml  men. 
ubMwa  Tim:  Uiu  purjMaiii  •"»»  muu  uduudfmJ  in 
Qiuubridgti  Oouuuuu.  fbem  neni  leu  uiinpMtiw 
ut'  ?M>w  Boi^IauiI  iBlJuiiry,  ^uuM  'i(  ilnam  Inm 
Gotwntl  UreuiK'a  IthuUa  lalatiii  T^ioMtnu ;  iliree 
rithi  uuiuiiouite  IVimd  l^iuiijij'lntiiiK  iumJ  VirjEinw. 
ouu  <it'    tiwiu    Cajitiuu     nMjiel   MflrgMi'^   tiWMua 
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whom  WBB  Aaroi)  Burr,  tlieti  but  tweiilj  years  uf 
Hge,  nnd  jiist  uomnienciiig  his  yarii^,  brilliaiil,  but 
nitinuitelj  unfortuunle  career. 

The  proposed  expedition  was  wild  aud  peritnua, 
aod  required  a  hardy,  skiliriil  and  intrepid  lender. 
Sueb  a  one  waa  at  bARiI.  Benedict  Aruold  was 
at  CaiD bridge,  i>c«upied  jd  secthng  his  accoiirils  with 
ibe  MaBsachuseits  committee  of  safety.  Tliese 
wure  nearly  adjusted.  Whatever  faults  may  have 
beeu  found  with  his  conduct  in  some  particulars, 
hie  exploits  on  Lake  ChampIaiQ  had  atoned  for 
ihem ;  for  valor,  in  time  of  war,  covers  a  multitude 
of  sins.  Ii  was  thought,  too,  by  some,  that  be  had 
been  treated  harshly,  and  there  was  a  dieposition 
to  soothe  his  irritnted  pride.  Washington  bad 
given  him  an  honorable  reception  at  heud-qiiartora, 
and  now  considered  bim  the  very  man  for  the 
present  enterpriise.  Ue  had  shown  aptness  for 
military  service,  whether  on  hind  or  water.  He 
was  acquainted,  too,  with  Canada,  and  especially 
with  Quebec,  having,  in  the  course  of  his  ciieckered 
life,  traded  in  horses  between  that  place  and  the 
West  Indies.  With  these  considerations  he  in- 
trusted him  with  the  command  of  the  expedition, 
giving  him  the  commisBion  of  lieutenant-colonel 
in  the  continental  army. 

As  he  would  be  intrusted  with  dangerous  pow- 
ers, Washington,  beside  a  general  letter  of  in- 
structions, addressed  a  special  one  to  bim  indi- 
vidually, full  of  cautions  and  considerate  ad- 
vice. "  Upon  your  conduct  and  courage,  and 
that  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  detailed  on  this 
expedition,  not  only  the  success  of  the  present 
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eulerprise,  and  yam  owu  honor,  but  ihe  snrety 
aitd  welfare  of  tlie  whole  continent,  may  depend. 
I  cbarge  you,  therefore,  and  the  officers  nrnl  sol- 
diei-s  nnder  your  conimtind,  as  you  vnhie  your 
own  saTety  and  honor,  and  the  favor  and  esteem 
of  your  country,  that  you  consider  yourselves  us 
marching,  not  through  the  country  of  an  enemy, 
bnt  of  our  friends  and  brethren ;  for  9uch  the  in- 
habitants of  Canada  and  the  Indian  nations  linve 
approved  themselves,  in  this  unhappy  contest  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  America;  and  tiiat  you 
check  by  every  motive  of  duly  and  feiir  of  pun- 
ishment every  nitempt  to  plunder  or  iiisull  [he  in- 
habitauls  of  Canada.  Should  any  American  sol- 
dier be  so  base  and  infamous  an  to  injure  any 
Canadian  or  Iiidian  in  his  person  or  propeity,  I 
do  most  earnestly  enjoin  you  to  bring  him  la  such 
severe  and  exemplary  punisbmeut  an  tlie  enor- 
mity of  the  crime  may  require.  Should  it  ex- 
tend to  death  itself,  it  will  not  be  disproportioned 
to  its  guilt  at  such  a  time  and  in  such  a  cause. 
.  .  .  .  I  also  give  in  charge  to  you,  to  avoid 
all  disrespect  to  the  religion  of  the  country  and 
its  ceremonies While  we  are  con- 
lending  for  our  own  liberty,  we  should  bo  very 
cautious  not  to  violate  the  rights  of  conscience  in 
others,  ever  considering  that  God  alone  is  the 
judge  of  the  hearts  of  men,  and  to  him  only,  in 
this  case,  are  they  answerable." 

In  the  general  letter  of  instructions,  Washing- 
ton inserted  the  following  clause.  "  If  LonI 
Chatham's  son  should  be  in  Canada,  and  in  any 
way  fall  into  your  power,  you   are  enjoined  to 
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trest  liim  with  nil  poBSiblo  dffcrnico  ami  Thiiiwl'I. 
You  cnniiut  err  m  paying  loo  luiidi  liniioi'  tii  tlio 
son  of  BO  illuairiouB  n  cliiiructer  unci  wi  true  it 
frieud  to  Amuricn." 

Arnold  wait,  moreover,  funiidtie'l  wiiti  liHti'l* 
bills  for  diatribulion  ia  Caniu)a,»oUin|{  forth  llio 
itiKivWy  objects  uf  tbe  present  expedition,  lu  well 
as  of  that  niiijcr  Genernt  .Schuyler  i  nni)  callln;; 
OD  the  Canndiaiifl  to  fiirniith  iieoaHitiLriHH  nml  nu- 
comroodntions  of  every  kind  i  for  which  ihey  were 
assured  ample  catnpeiisation. 

On  the  13th  of  S«'plcm1>er  Arnold  (truck  hi* 
tents,  and  set  oot  in  high  xpirita.  Mom  fortuniitti 
than  his  rivnl.  Ethan  Allen,  he  luul  nilniniHl  ihe 
object  of  his  Hmbition,  tlie  cominHiid  of  nn  espwll- 
tton  into  Canada;  and  Imcled,  in  ihc  rafiture  of 
Quebec,  to   eclip»c  even  the  aurjiriiH:  nf  I'linjU' 

Washington  mtjuiiic-d  u[>on  hjin  to  piinh  for- 
mrtl,  9»  rapiillj'  as  poMihle,  niKfrv  'lepending 
npon  celerity  i  and  eoiini«>l  ihi-  da;*  mm  tlwy 
clapaed  aiier  bia  depannn,  uD^ienl  lo  nt»vt 
ttdmgs  of  bia  |iio^uM  op  Uie  Kmoebec,  ami  %%• 
peeing  that  the  expedition  wmU  raadi  Qnetee 
«tnaf  the  BuUle  af  Oetober.  Is  ili«  taleffm 
ffi  letten  fnm  GcocnJ  Sdnyler,  pving  pvr- 
tioJaw  of  tbe  tmm  expvlition. 

Is  ■  praeediag  elMftcr  we  left  tbe  (general  Mid 
Im  Enle  amy  et  Um  bfe  Au  Sohc  Mar  iIm 
Setd  Bi«cr.  the  Mllct  of  tbe  lake.  TWwm,  m 
dw  Sill  af  Stfiraitw,  be  «nt  CoImhI  Ethan 
AOeeHrfXvM'  Brkwb  le  iMOMoiler  dw  aMi. 
t  rfMpr  aal  the  8c  Lb«vm«,  to 
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rfcroemenU  arrived,  and  wiili  ihem  n  einiill  truin 
of  anillery.  Ettmn  Alien  also  rBtuniei)  frum  his 
neoaaoiteriiig  eipedtllon,  of  which  he  mnde  a  moat 
eaooaragiug  report  The  Caniulian  cnplnios  of 
naHHift  were  ready,  he  said,  to  join  the  Americans, 
wlieDeTiT  tliey  alioold  appear  with  snflicieni  force. 
Be  had  lield  tallu,  too,  with  the  Indian?,  and  found 
ihem  well  disposed.  In  a  word,  he  was  couvinwid 
that  an  attack  ou  Sl  Johu'd,  and  an  inroad  into  the 
province,  would  meet  with  hearty  cooperation. 

Preparations  were  now  made  for  the  investment 
of  St.  John'i)  hy  laad  and  water.  Major  Brown, 
who  had  already  acted  as  a  scout,  was  seul  with 
OIW  hundred  Americana,  and  about  thirty  Cana- 
diana  towiirds  Chamblee,  to  make  friends  in  thai 

■  qiuuter,  and  to  join  (lie  army  as  soon  as  it  should 
MTire  at  Sl.  .John's. 
To  quiet  the  restless  activity  of  Ethan  Allen, 
who  had  no  command  in  the  army,  he  was  sent 
with  an  eacort  of  thirty  men  to  retrace  his  9tep!>, 
penetrate  lo  La  Prairie,  and  beat  up  for  recruits 
among  the  people  whom  he  had  recently  vis- 
ited. 

For  some  time  past,  General  Schuyler  had 
been  struggling  with  a  complication  of  maladies, 
bat  exertitig  himself  to  the  utmost  in  the  harass- 
ing business  of  the  camp,  still  hoping  to  be  able 
to  move  with  the  army.     When  everything  waa 

*_ nearly  ready,  be  was  attacked  in  the  night  by  a 

severe  access  of  his  disorder,  which  confined  him 
to  his  bed,  and  compelled  him  to  surrender  the 
conduct  of  the  expedition  to  General  Montgomery. 
Since  ho  could  bo  of  uo  further  use,  therefore,  in 
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caused  htf  bed,  as  before,  to  be 
pbieed  uu  \tom&  a  covered  batettu.  nnd  eel  off  Gir 
TiouuderDga,  Lo  hustcu  fomrd  leiufbromneiilH  tuid 


An  baur  altvr  bb  dep&naie,  be  i 


ent}'  Gteeii  Mountain  BoTB.sieeriiig  far  Ibe  ounp, 
"  being  Uu-  firet."  adds  he,  *■  tbai  bare  appond 
uC  ihai  boualed  corps. '  Some  bad  muluiiecl  and 
deserted  tlit  cuiuuel,  and  the  remaiuder  hciv  at 
Cnawu  Poiui :  wbeuce  tbey  were  about  to  en>- 
\mrk. 

Sneh  vras  ibe  purport  of  di&reni  letters  re- 
caived  from  Sabiiyler ;  tlie  last  bearit^  dale  Sep- 
tember Sfhli.  Wasbiti^ou  wae  deeplj'  caucemud 
vriiRii  inforiDed  that  he  bad  quitted  tbe  armv.  Biq>- 
pOBing  llial  General  Wonater,  as  Hie  ddesl  bri^ 
dier.  would  take  raak  and  command  of  Mmt^m- 
ery,  and  consident^  ban  de&cieni  in  ibe  activity 
and  energy  raquitvd  bv  the  diffirult  service  in 
wbidi  he  me  ei^aged.  *- 1  am,  iberefoi^"  wrii^ 
he  to  Schnrier,  "  mneh  alanned  for  Arnold,  whose 
cxpeditiou  was  built  upon  Toitta.  and  who  will 
inlallibly  ppri&h.  if  ibe  invasion  and  entry  into 
Omada  an-  abandouMl  by  yoirr  awMuwor.  I 
hofw  by  tins  time  thi  pasMraiaM  inio  Oom^  bf 
yiN>r  anny  is  vlfected  -,  but  if  it  is  not,  Hnd  thav 
ai«  anr  inianiMns  u  lay  il  aside,  I  bog  il  nay  he 
ilnnr  in  sarii  a  raannvT  that  AmoU  tmiy  be  ^Tcd, 
by  giving  him  nmiee  :  and  in  ihe  ■«■»  tine,  yonr 
army  ooay  keep  H«b  appcanneis  k  (o  fa  Ckrfe- 
Huu  and  lo  prevMii  the  force  of  Caiauk  bOag 
turned  wholly  upon  Arnold. 

*-  SImmiM  thi»  tind  you  ni  Albany,  and  Gcnmi 
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Wooflter  dboul  tuking  the  command,  I  entreat  you 
lo  impress  liiin  struiigly  with  tUe  im|xirtai>ce  and 
iiecvsaity  of  procetiJing,  or  so  to  conduct,  thiit 
Aruold  may  bttve  time  to  retreat." 
'  What  caused  this  immediate  solicitude  about 
Arnold,  was  a  letter  received  from  bim,  dated  ten 
days  previooaty  from  Fort  Western,  on  the  Kenue- 
bee  River.  He  Imd  sent  recoiuioiteriMg  parties 
ahead  in  light  cauocs,  to  gain  intelligence  from 
the  ludiaus,  and  take  the  courses  and  diBlauces  to 
Deail  River,  a  branch  of  the  Kennebec,  and  he 
was  now  forwanliiig  his  troops  in  bateaux  in  live 
divisions,  one  day's  mai'cli  apart;  Morgan  with 
his  riflemen  in  the  Orst  division,  Lieutenant-colonel 
Roger  Enos  commanding  tlie  lasL  As  soon  as 
the  last  division  should  be  under  way,  Arnold  was 
to  set  off  in  a  light  skifT  to  overtake  the  advance. 
ChauUiere  Pond  on  the  the  Chaudiere  Hiver,  waa 
the  appointed  rendezvous,  whence  they  were  to 
march  in  a  body  towards  Quebec. 

Judging  Ihtm  the  date  of  the  letter,  Arnold 
must  at  this  time  be  making  his  way,  by  laud  and 
water,  through  an  uninhabited  and  unexplored 
wilderness ;  and  beyond  the  reach  of  recall  j  hia 
situation,  therefore,  would  be  desperate  should 
General  Woosier  fail  to  foUow  up  the  campaign 
agBJust  Si.  John's.  The  solicitude  of  Washington 
on  bis  account  was  heightened  by  the  uonscioua- 
ness,  that  the  hazardous  enterprise  in  which  he 
was  engaged  bad  chiefly  been  set  on  foot  by  him- 
self, and  he  felt  In  some  degree  responsible  for 
the  safety  of  the  resolute  partisan  and  his  com- 
panionSi 


vao^  I  nwiiMiil  lliiiMiir  nobljr  m  iIk  OMtter.  in 
mply  to  MOM  ipqaiij HMde  by  Sehnyltr.  ''IliK'e 
iba  OOM  of  iMf  eaauny  lao  mnok  at  beari."  aai 
iMk  ■*  ta  attenpt  to  mafae  asf  iliffieslcj  v  awai^ 
aM*  in  the  amTv  o^an  wImmb  the  «dxb«  q^  la 


CooumduI  Camgrvm  OMfcw  il.  and  elMll  no*.  ■*- 
tempt  to  dispoie  lie  cDaaani]  villi  Raaeral  Ubofr 
gpawrj  i*l  Sc  John'^."     We  dndl  gire  bmik  far- 


SLJafan'4,  covwiia  arludt  WaahingtMi  mcnraug 

OnitaB  IStliaf SqMoibat  -      ~- 

Em'*  Jqwrutre  for  TbiMtera^  S 
ombi  lo  <an7  wit  (iw  phoi  wlnefa 
niwneA  bBtwaea  ibun.  £«niiins  on  tlie  17th 
M  tbe  piatt  wiwre  tbej  had  KMnBrij  i  la  ■■^iiil. 
wttUn  ■  nulamida  balT  rd  ibe  brt.  ba  rfawttari 
ft  fims  <if  ffve  hniHrea  not,  *'^"*ig  wJidib  wsfv 
tluve  hundrvd  (sioen  UonntBtn  Boy*  nmler  Goh»> 
Bci  SmIi  Warner,  M  lake  ■  poaitioii  m  the  jonetiaa 
if  Mo  roadi  Inailmg  ta  MoiureaJ  «nd  ChaMhleBi, 
•»ai  lo  iaunofii  nSti  Iraai  tbtwa  pnmia.      Hs 
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turt,  the  ship-jrarda  and  ibe  armed  schooner. 
Anollier  was  llironn  up  in  ilie  wowla  on  l!ie  eiiot 
side  of  llie  fort,  at  six  hundred  yards'  divlaiice, 
■nd  rnmislied  wiih  two  small  morian.  All  this 
wa«  done  uuder  an  iDcessaut  Gre  from  ihe  euemy, 
wliicii,  as  yet,  was  but  fetbly  returned. 

St.  John's  had  a  garriiK)n  of  live  or  six  hundred 
regular?  and  two  hundred  Cauailian  militia.  lis 
CDtninaiider,  Slajor  Preston,  made  a  brave  reaia- 
tanot!.  Montgomery  liad  nut  proper  battering  can- 
aou ;  hi*  murian  were  defei;live ;  bis  artillerists 
Dupracticed.  and  the  engineer  ignomot  of  the  first 
principles  of  his  art.  Tlie  siege  went  on  slowly, 
UDtil  the  arrival  of  nn  artilltry  company  under 
Caplaiu  Lamb,  expedited  froin  Saratoga  by  Gen* 
end  Schuyler.  Lumb,  who  whs  an  ablu  ofGcer, 
imiDed lately  bedded  u  thirleen-inch  moriar,  and 
commenced  a  fire  of  shot  and  abells  upon  ibe  fort. 
The  diitance,  however,  was  too  great,  and  tlie  po- 
■itionx  of  the  batteries  were  ill  chosen. 

A  fluurisliing  letter  wiis  received  by  the  general 
from  Colonel  Etlian  Allen,  giving  hojie  of  further 
mnlbrceinenl.  "I  am  now,"  writes  he,  "at  the 
Parish  of  St.  Ours,  four  leagues  from  Sorel  to 
tbe  wtuth.  I  have  two  hundred  and  lifiy  Cana- 
diauB  under  unns.  As  I  tnarch,  they  gather  fast 
Tod  may  rely  on  it,  that  I  shall  join  you  in  about 
three  days,  with  Ave  hundred  or  more  Cnuadiau 
Toluuteers.  I  could  raise  one  or  two  thousand  in 
a  week's  time  i  but  I  will  first  visit  tlie  army 
with  a  less  uumber,  and,  if  necessary,  go  again 
recruiting.  ThiMe  that  used  to  be  enemies  to  our 
cause,  eome  cap  in  hand  to  me  ;  and  1  swear  by 
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■loHf  I  aui  ni^i  ihrM  (iinw  llio  iinmber  of 
in  Canada,  [iroTtrfed  you  coniinue  the 
.     .     .     Ttw  uyea  of  all  America,  nay, 
KuRi[M),  aru  or  will  be  on  ihe  eontiom)'  of  this 
arm)'  uiiil  llxt  cunMujiieuow  attending  ii." ' 

Ailed  waa  aiHiiully  on  lila  way  lowanl  St  John's, 
wliui.lMlwcen  LoM([ii«il  and  \j».  Prairie,  he  met 
Colunul  Brown  with  hit  party  of  Araericang  and 
Canadlnna.  A  oonveraatiun  look  plocu  between 
tbam.  Ilruwii  nMurud  him  that  the  gnrrison  at 
Mnnlmal  did  not  nxMud  thirty  men,  and  mt^ht 
oaiily  Iw  «ur|iri*cd.  AUen'a  {>artiMin  spirit  wba 
liutantly  osdtoil.  Ilurc  wa«  n  cbim<-e  far  another 
bold  ■truko  eiimd  tii  ibot  nt  Tioonileru^  A  plan 
wni  riirtiiwilii  »iirD«d  iii>oti.  Allen  was  to  return 
(fi  IjontC'K'lli  whioh  in  tiourly  oppmiUt  Mnnlrea],  and 
VMM*  tliu  Si,  Liiwri'ncw  in  canoes  in  the  night,  so 
ui  t»  Iniiil  H  llttlu  liulow  th«  town.  ~ 
Iwn  liuriilrud  niitn,  wan  In  uruss  above,  und  Mon- 
Irtml  wtui  1(1  be  allnukod  iiinultanoously  ut  oppo- 

All  lhi«  wni  nrrangixl  nnd  put  in  nclinn  without 
iho  Minwiil  ur  knuwIc^M  of  (idiicriit  Monignmery ; 
Allen  waa  a^in  the  iMrtiaan  Ivadf  r.  m-titig  from 
tndlvidnal  iiupulMk  Ilin  Into  letter  al«io  to  Gen- 
eral MimlitDUiory,  vmuld  Mt'ni  to  have  partaken  of 
lUnfaronitda  i  fttr  tlio  whole  forw  with  which  he 
undcrioiik  hi*  pari  uf  this  iuronitidorate  enterprise, 
naa  lliirty  AiiwritMns  and  «(thty  Ouun^aus. 
With  ihMti  he  eroaaed  tho  river  on  ibe  nif^ht  of  the 
V4lh  i>f  S(i|>tttmber,  tho  few  oumos  fuund  at 
Uuifueil  lMTiii(  ID  pua  u>  and  fra  rqieaiedly. 
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IklUB  petty  force  roiild  be  laDilcd.  Guards 
itioiicil  on  llic  niiids  to  prvvetit  any  one 
pMaing  and  giving  the  alnnn  in  Montretil.  Day 
dawned,  but  lliere  was  no  signal  of  Major  Brown 
baring  performed  liia  part  of  the  scheme.  The 
enterprise  SLi-ma  fn  Imve  heen  as  ill  concerted,  as 
it  WHS  ill  BdvL>«d.  The  day  advanced,  but  still  no 
ugnal  1  it  WHS  evident  Major  Brown  had  not 
croSBod.  Allen  would  gladly  have  recrossed  the 
rtvor,  but  il  was  too  late.  An  alarm  had  been 
given  to  the  luwn,  and  be  soon  fi>uiid  hiintielf  en- 
cuonlered  by  about  forty  regular  soldiers,  and  a 
ha§ly  levy  of  Canadians  and  Indians.  A  ecnart 
action  ensued ;  most  of  Allen's  Cttnailian  recruits 
gare  way  and  fled,  a  niimher  of  Americiuia  were 
■lain,  and  he  at  length  surrendereil  to  the  Brilbh 
officer,  Major  Campbell,  being  promised  honora* 
ble  tenae  for  himself  and  thirty-eight  of  his  men, 
who  remainc<]  with  him,  seven  nf  whom  were 
wounded.  The  prisoners  were  marched  into  the 
town  and  delivered  over  to  Geuenil  Pre^colt.  the 
oommandant.  Their  rough  iippenrance,  and  rude 
equipments,  were  not  likely  lo  gain  tliem  favor  in 
the  eyes  of  the  military  tactician,  who  doubtless 
considei'ed  them  as  little  better  than  a  band  of 
freetiooters  on  a  maraud.  Their  leader,  albeit  a 
colonel,  must  have  seemed  woMhy  of  the  band ; 
for  Allen  was  arrayed  in  rough  frontier  style  —  a 
deer-skio  jacket,  a  vest  and  breeches  of  oosrae 
aerge,  worsted  stockings,  sloul  shoes,  and  a  red 
woolen  cap. 

We  give  Allen's  own  account  of  his  reception 
by  the  British  officer.     "  He  asked  me  my  name, 


iuxx  czssrtED. 


^e  kbvvc  t)»  UbwMg  nncc  v  uffcmAeA  lo  tbe 
ktlw.  prabaitj-  UD  the  ■■tlwrit;  of  General  Pre>- 
eMI:  "X.  B. — Tfae  nulwr  oT  ihe  Aon  leiter 
ii  M  oWUw,  uid  «  r«wwd  l»  ol&t«d  bjr  ibe  New 
Terfc  AflMoUy  tor  uft^nhea&tt^  him."  ' 

The  ndilm  duh  at  Uootrad,  v»  newed 
<rilk  ecfewii  b  j  ibe  American  oammander.  ■*  I 
am  JfipnAwtTe  of  disagree*Ue  cooeequeticea 
■(■iiij,  fi«m  Ur.  AJleo'e  imprudeoce,"  imles  Geo- 
eni  8clM^lcr.  "  I  tlwaj*  dreaded  hi«  impalimoe 
of  aakKiidiiiaiioti,  aud  it  ms  not  until  after  a  «ol- 
emn  prMniie  made  me  in  Uie  preteoFe  of  eereral 
otteen  thai  b«  would  demean  him^lf  wiib  pro- 
prielj.  thai  I  would  permit  him  to  attend  the 
armj;  tior  itoutd  1  hare  oonaenied  llieu,  had  not 
bit  aoUdtaiiooB  been  bucked  bj  aeTeral  officers." 

Tba  Dunduct  of  Alien  was  also  severely  ceD- 
Miro)  bjr  Wafbiogton.  '^  His  mbfortuue."  said 
be,  **  Kill.  I  hope,  teach  a  le^>M>u  of  pruJeuce  and 
■aboidiuatiun  \ti  others  who  Diaj'  be  ambilions  to 
oatriuue  their  general  officer*,  ai>d,  regiirdless  of 
ocder  and  dulv,  rush  lulo  enterprises  H-hicli  have 
anTavonible  elTccU  on  ibe  public,  ojhI  are  destruc- 
live  lo  themselves." 

Partisan  exploit  bud,  iu  fncl.  iiiflaled  ike  vault; 
and  ijewUdered  the  imagination  of  Allen,  and  tin- 
Atted  turn  for   regular  wartare.     Siiil  hia  name 

^  Rtmtnbrnnctrt  u-  51. 
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ttiU  «v«r  be  a  favorite  otio  with  liis  uauuirjinei). 
Kr«n  tiis  iioouionAl  rbodomoiirwl«  trill  be  lol- 
mtrsl  'nnih  n  )[w>iI-hiinionM)  entile,  bH''k«<i  as  >t 
«M  by  tlcpiis  (if  lUring  oimrngc  ;  niid  HinoDg  ibe 
lutt\f  [>)MieerH  uf  our  Semlutioa  whose  nntn- 
lorad  \-alM-  pire  Um  first  earaMts  of  its  iritunphs. 
will  bp  t«MMnbe(«d,  with  boaor,  ibe  ro^  Gives 
MtMininiii  [Mtiimn,  wfao  seiaod  iqxm  tbe  -  K17S 
of  0.am|J*tn.- 

1n  th«  )eit«n>  of  Salniyler.  wbkb  gav«  Waib- 
tngWn  MooiMints,  from  time  to  ana,  «f  the  pnced- 
tni;  cv«nt6,  «V4«  mJ  T«fM«iDpatU>  «n>«  illH*^ 
Mtd  the  mnlrijilinl  mM^rMMef  «Ueb  boMi  U^ 
••  tV  vexarifl*  rf  i^nt  mdn-  wladi  I  biket^ 
wriirv  ))e.  '-  ibM  a  bartMKU  oMifAaMiaa  of  £•- 
M^ci>  nhnnld  prf  t-wnt  me  Awoi  nwjiiin^  Adhi  bn- 
Tvlx  IV>r  wliifh  1  hNi'e  rniwewrieSy  mna^nitat 
I  WHK  bofinrf^I  witti  ibis  (ymuiimd :  the  mneij 
J  Imve  Mifli-rwi  wiiHV  ncy  Brpival  horp  (ai  Tioon- 
d«iT<^).  tuM  l}»  Army  sbnnlil  (■inrvti,  nrrnsinnm)  ^ 
a  MHn^tom  w«a(  nrnnliordiiiKiinii  and  inHimndon 
t«  my  ordvn.  In  wiiw  of  thf  offiwara  ibal  3  luft 
K>  ^4>minHml  ai  tlic  itifti^rttnt  pnstK :  the  viisi  vtfr>- 
<>ty  of  iliMbfEroeHlik  «n'[  VfOtatmis  iixnilcufr  ibttl 
ntfiHiM  tv^iy  hour  Brim>  in  anme  <)i]f«ruii>iin  or 
Olhtir, —  wi  "tily  N'tjinl  my  ciiro,  i«ti  l»»c  jim 
iBt  «««Hfcnthly  Inw*  fiir  •omi-  days  put.  If 
Jf>b  hn'l  bm'ri  h  (iMHtMl  id  niy  siliialioii.  bK  oiMirt- 
oty  hit'l  im)  Htvti  »«■  fHttwii-  f«r  jwlttnm.  Bui 
Hk  gliiriiMt*  i"t«l  we  haw  iu  view,  and  wliicb  1 
t»mi  ntrtlMimi  bi>p«  wit)  hr  ntMinMi.  will  ainne 
ftr   b)I-"     'W'wbtiiitlMi   t9p\if*i   i"i  tb«l  *]iiril  tif 
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do  me  justice  in  beliering  ihnt  I  feel  llie  ulin<»t 
ansielj  for  yoar  BittulioD,  thai  I  sympathiKe  with 
foa  in  all  joar  dulresMS.  and  shall  ini«t  heartily 
ehsre  in  the  jay  of  your  success.  M<r  anxiety 
extends  itself  to  poor  AmoM.  whose  fate  depends 

upon  the    isaue  of  jour  campnign 

The  tnore  T  reflect  upon  the  importanee  of  your 
expedition,  the  greater  is  my  concern,  lest  it 
Bhonld  sink  under  insuperable  diffieullies.  I  look 
npon  the  interests  and  salmlion  of  our  bleeding 
eoontry  in  a  great  d^ree  as  depending  upon  your 
Bticcess. 

Shortly  aAer  writing  the  above,  and  while  he 
was  Htill  full  of  solicitude  nboiit  ihe  fnle  of 
Arnold,  he  received  a  dispatch  from  the  laller 
dated  October  13tb.  from  the  great  portage  or 
cwrying-place  between  the  Kennebec  and  Dead 

"  Tour  Excellency."  writes  Arnold,  "  may  pos- 
ubly  think  we  bave  been  tardy  in  otir  march,  as 
we  have  gained  so  lit[le ;  but  when  you  consider 
the  badnei«  and  weight  of  the  bateaux,  and  large 
quantities  of  provisions,  etc..  we  hare  been  obliged 
to  force  lip  against  a  rery  rapid  stream,  where 
yon  woulil  have  taken  the  men  Ibr  amphibious 
animal?,  na  they  were  a  great  part  of  the  time 
nnder  water :  add  to  this  the  great  fntigne  in  the 
portage,  you  will  think  I  hare  pushed  the  men  as 
&st  OS  they  could  possibly  bear." 

....  -.  -  jj^^  Kennebec 


Kiver  had  indeed  been 


Part  of  the 


men  of  each  division   managed   the  boats  —  part 
marched  along  the  banks.     Those  on  board  bad 
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to  labor  BgiiinBt  swid  curreuts  ;  to  uiiload  at  rap- 
ids ;  transport  tlie  cargoes,  and  sometimes  the 
boats  themselves,  for  some  ditttance  oa  their 
shoulders,  and  then  to  reload.  They  were  days 
iu  making  their  way  round  stupendous  cataracts ; 
several  times  their  boats  were  upset  and  filled 
with  water,  to  the  loss  or  damage  of  arms,  am- 
miinitiou,  and  proTisions. 

Those  on  land  had  lo  serarohle  over  rocks  and 
precipices,  to  struggle  through  swamps  and  fenny 
BtrearaB ;  or  cut  their  way  through  tangled  thiuk- 
els.  which  reduced  their  clothes  to  rngs.  With 
all  their  efforts,  their  progress  was  but  trom  four 
to  leu  miles  a  day.  At  night  the  meu  of  each 
division  encamped  together. 

By  the  time  they  arrived  at  the  place  ivhence 
the  letter  was  written,  fatigue,  swamp  fevers  aud 
desertion  had  reduced  Iheir  nunihers  to  about 
nine  hundred  and  fifly  effective  men.  Arnold, 
howoTer,  wrote  in  good  heart.  "  The  last  divis- 
ion," said  ho,  "is  just  arrived;  three  divisioiw 
are  over  the  first  carrying-place,  and  as  the  men 
are  in  high  spirits,  I  make  no  doubt  of  reaching 
the  river  Chaudiere  in  eight  or  ten  days,  the 
greatest  difilculty  being,  I  hope,  already  past." 

He  had  some  days  previously  dispatched  an 
Indian,  whom  he  considered  trusty,  with  a  letter 
for  General  Schuyler,  apprising  him  of  hia  where- 
abimts,  but  ns  yet  had  received  no  intelligence 
citbur  of,  or  from  the  general,  nor  did  he  expect 
to  receive  any  until  he  should  reach  Chaudiere 
Punil.  There  he  calculated  to  meet  the  return 
of  his  express,  and  then  to  determiue  hia  plan  of 
opurulions. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

British  in  BoBlon  send  oul  Cruisers.— Depreilalions  of  Cnp- 
laio  WhIUco  ilnng  the  Const.  —  Trenson  in  the  Camp.  — 
Arrest  of  Dr.  Church. —  Hii  TiisI  »nd  Fute.  —  Conflngra- 
tion  of  FBlmouth.— Irrltnlioa  Ihruoghout  the  Couuny.— 
Kiting  ont  of  VesMla  of  War.  — Embarkation  of  General 
Oige  for  England.  — CommillM  from  Congre<9.  —  Coa- 
fereneei  with  Washinfcion.  —  Reiolutians  of  Congreaa  to 
rtrry  on  liic  War.  —  Return  of  Secrelaiv  Roed  to  Philadel- 


R'ATuI   ^'"'"S   Oanndn    ftvin    dificrenC   quat^ers, 

l)')ard,  Tlie  British  in  Bo»Ion,  cnt  off  frvam  sup- 
plies by  kriil,  filled  out  small  armed  vessels  to 
seek  them  along  the  const  of  New  Englnnd.  The 
inhabitants  drove  their  cattle  iiito  the  interior,  or 
boldly  resisted  the  agressors.  Partiee  landing  to 
forage  were  often  repuUed  by  hnsly  levies  of  the 
yeomRnry.  Scenes  of  ravage  and  violence  oc- 
curred. S'oningtou  was  cannonaded,  and  furllier 
measures  of  vengeance  were  threatened  by  Cap- 
tain ■Wallace  of  the  Rose  man-of-war,  a  naval 
officer,  who  had  acquired  an  almost  piratical  rep- 
utation along  the  coast,  and  had  his  rendezvous 
in  the  harbor  of  Newport,  domineering  over  ihe 
waters  of  Rhode  Island.' 

1  Gov.  Trumbull  to  Wafbingtoo.     Sparks'  Corrtip.  of  lie 


AIioiii    Aia    lime    liieie 
whicfi  cmaaed  gnat  escti 

(Tanian.  comiag  (mm  ibe  ismp  at  Cunbriil^  ap- 
pluai  Co  a  Mr.  Wainwood  ot'  Newport,  Rliode 
1  luii  her  in  guDnig  access  to  Cftplain 
Wallace,  or  Mr.  DiuUe^.  the  coUector.  Wnio- 
mxid,  who  wai  »  patriot,  lirew  &om  her  the  object 
of  bar  Brtand.  9ie  was  the  biarer  <t(  tt  ieiier 
&Din  some  one  in  camp,  iGrecied  lo  Major  Sane 
in  BoMon  :  hot  which  she  was  lo  deltrer  either 
to  the  RapUiin  nr  the  collector-  Sti^pecting  Mtoe- 
ihiiig  wrung,  he  prevailtd  apua  her  to  lekTB  it 
with  liitn  fur  ilelivery-  After  btir  depiutuiB  he 
opened  the  letter.  It  wna  wrilteii  in  cipher, 
whidi  he  could  not  read-  He  toolc  it  to  Mr. 
Hemy  Ward,  •tecretary  of  the  coLonj.  The  b^ 
ler,  apptebendiiig  it  might  cootain  treasonsbla 
information  to  the  eoemf,  inuismitied  it  to  Gea- 
enl  Cireene,  iriia  laid  it  before  Washington. 

A  [etler  in  etpber.  to  a  perHjn  in  Boalon  boatila 
to  the  eaiwe,  and  to  be  d<:livered  into  the  handl 
at  Captain  Wallace  tb«  nautical  marmadar!  — 
tiiere  evidetitl]r  was  frenson  in  the  camp ;  bvt 
how  waa  the  traitor  to  be  'letected  ?  The  firat 
■tap  waa  to  ieeare  the  nonuin.  the  bearer  of  the 
letttr.  who  had  retnmed  to  Cambridge.  Tradi' 
tion  grm  a*  a  graphic  Kene  connected  with  her 
orreat.  Wdahioffioa  waa  in  his  [dumber  at  head- 
quanerB.  when  be  beheld  &TMa  hia  window.  Gen- 
entl  Potnam  approaching  oe  honehack.  with  a 
((oat  woman  m  croups  behind  him.  He  had 
pounced  apon  the  coiprtL  The  group  presenlcd 
hj  th«  old  geaiaal  and  hi*  prize,  overpowered 
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eren  Wubington'^  gmv'itj.  It  was  the  only  oc- 
cuion  tliruu};liiiu(  tlie  wliok  canipiiii;n,  on  wliich 
be  was  known  U>  laugb  licHrtilj.  He  liad  recbv- 
«Te'l  his  gmvity  by  ihe  time  Uie  ilelJnquent  wag 
brought  tu  liie  foot  of  the  brcntd  staircase  in 
he*tl-quarters,  und  BMured  her  iu  a  severe  Cone 
from  the  bead  of  ii,  ihal.  uiiletw  slie  confessed 
everything  liefure  the  next  munihig,  a  halter 
wooJd  be  in  rendiness  f'lr  her. 

So  fur  the  tradition; — his  own  letter  to  the 
President  of  Congress  states  that,  for  n  long  lime, 
the  womnn  whs  proof  agaiuat  every  threat  and 
penuasioQ  to  discover  the  author,  but  nt  length 
named  Dr.  Benjamin  Church.  It  seemt^  inored- 
iblv-  He  bud  borne  the  character  of  a  distio- 
gutshed  patriot ;  he  was  the  aathor  of  various 
patriotic  writings ;  a  member  of  the  Mnssachu- 
setbt  House  of  Representatives ;  one  of  the  com- 
mittee deputed  to  conduct  Washington  lo  the 
amy,  nnd  at  present  he  discharged  the  funcliona 
of  surgeon-genend  and  director  of  the  hospitals. 
That  such  a  man  should  be  in  traitorous  corre- 
spondence with  the  enemy,  was  a  thunderstroke. 
Onlers  were  given  to  secure  him  and  his  papers. 
On  his  nrrest  he  was  extremely  agilated,  but 
ackaowiedged  the  letter,  and  said  it  would  be 
found,  when  deciphered,  to  contain  nothing  crim- 
iDftl.  His  papers  were  searched,  but  nolhiug  of  a 
trcARonnble  nature  discovered.  "  It  appeared, 
bowever,  on  inquiry,"  says  Washington,  "that  a 
conHdunt  had  been  among  the  papers  before  my 
messenger  arrived." 

'Ilie  letter  was  deciphered.     It  gave  a  descrip- 
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liardj  mnririers,  anil  commanded  bj  able  bch  cap- 
lains,  acluiilly  ferviag  Jd  the  army.  Oae  of  these 
vesaelt  wax  dispatcheii  hh  »ood  as  refidy,  to  cruise 
between  Cape  Ann  and  Cape  Cod.  Two  oUiera 
were  filled  out  with  all  haitte,  and  sent  to  cruise 
in  the  waters  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  to  intercept 
two  unarmed  brigantiiiea  whrch  Congress  had 
been  informed  had  sailed  from  England  for  Que- 
bec, with  nmmuiiilioD  and  military  stores.  Among 
the  sturdy  little  New  England  seaports,  which 
lud  become  obnoxious  to  punishment  by  resist- 
Biice  to  nautical  exactions,  was  Falmouth  (now 
Portland),  in  Maiue. 

On  the  evening  of  the  11th  of  October,  Lieu- 
tenant Mowat,  <)f  the  royal  navy,  appeared  before 
it  with  several  armed  vessels,  and  sent  s  letter  on 
shore,  apprbing  the  inhabitants  that  he  was  come 
to  execute  a  just  punishment  on  them  for  their 
"  promeditftied  atlacks  on  Ihe  legal  prerogatives 
of  the  beat  of  sovereigns."  Two  hours  were 
given  ihem,  "  lo  remove  the  human  species  out 
of  the  town,"  at  the  period  of  which,  a  red  pen- 
dant hoisted  at  the  main-top-^iillant  masthead,  and 
a  gnn,  would  be  the  signal  for  destruction. 

The  letter  brought  a  deputation  of  three  pier- 
80DS  ou  board.  The  lieutenant  informed  them 
verbally,  iliat  he  had  orders  from  Admiral  Graves 
to  set  fire  to  all  the  seaport  towns  between  Bos- 
too  and  Flalifax  ;  and  ho  expected  New  York,  at 
Ibe  present  momeut,  was  in  ashes. 

With  much  difficulty,  and  on  the  surrendering 
of  some  arms,  Ihe  committee  obtained  a  respite 
until  nine  o'clock  the  next  morning,  and  the  in- 

VOL.  II.  S 


UFE  OF  WASaOKTOW. 


111 IM  MMifciii. ^i iWi  liprf pm  ftnl     VMm 


«i^  «>  <Hin4j- Utawtf  witti  • 


i|Rfi^:4lRiti 


B-bHO^VtM 


■MK'VwIWimwMi^ 


>iQlJl«N;4MwJft-<li.«t. 


I 


BEIGS  OF  TERROR  ON  THE  COAST.      8S 

cue.  "The  desolBtion  and  misery,"  writes  he, 
"  Hbich  miabterial  vengeance  hai)  planned,  ia 
cODlempi  ol'  every  principle  of  humanity,  and  so 
Ulely  brought  od  the  town  of  Falmouth,  I  know 
Dtrt  how  sufficiently  lo  commiserate,  nor  cnn  my 
oompoiision  for  the  general  BufTering  be  conceived 
beytind  the  true  measure  of  my  feelings." 

Geaeral  Greene,  loo,  io  a  letter  to  a  frienil, 
expre««ea  himself  with  eqmtl  warmth.  "-U.  could 
ibe  Congress  behold  (be  distresses  and  wretehed 
oondilion  of  the  poor  inhabitants  driven  froiu  the 
w&port  towns,  it  must,  it  would,  kindle  a  blaze 
of  isdignalioD   against   the   commissioned    pirates 

and  licensed  robbers People  begin 

heartily  to  wish  a  declaration  of  independence."  ' 

General  Sullivan  wiis  sent  to  Portsmouth, 
where  there  was  a  fortiticntion  of  some  strength, 
to  give  the  inlmbilauts  his  advice  and  assistance 
in  warding  off  the  menaced  blow.  Newport,  also, 
was  put  on  the  alert,  And  recommended  to  for- 
tify itself.  "  I  expect  every  hour,"  writes  Wash- 
ington, "  to  hear  that  Newport  has  ehared  the 
same  fate  of  nnhnppy  Falraonth."  ^  Under  the 
feeling  roosed  by  these  reports,  the  General 
Court  of  Massachusetts,  exercising  a  sovereign 
power,  passed  an  act  for  encouraging  the  fitting 
out  of  ai'med  vessels  to  defend  the  sea-const  of 
America,  and  loj*  erecting  a  court  to  try  and  con- 
demn all  vessels  that  should  be  found  infesting 
the  same.  This  act,  granting  letters  of  marque 
and  reprisal,  anticipated  any  raeuBure  of  ihe  kind 
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ou  the  pArl  of  the  Gcuerul  Govenimenl,  and  was 
pranounced  bj  John  Adnraa,  "one  of  the  moat 
imporlant  documents  in  history."' 

The  British  ministry  have,  in  Ifttler  dnys,  been 
exoulpatiail  from  the  charge  of  issuing  such  a  des- 
olating order  as  that  said  to  have  been  reported 
hj  Lieulcnaut  Mowal.  The  orders  under  which 
thai  officer  acted,  we  are  told,  emanaied  from 
General  Gage  and  Admiral  Graves.  The  former 
ini«ndeil  merely  the  annoyance  niid  deatruction 
of  rebel  shipping,  trhether  on  the  coast  or  in  the 
harbors  to  the  eastward  of  Boston ;  the  burning 
of  Ihe  lown  is  surmised  to  have  been  an  additional 
Ibonght  of  Admiral  Graves.  Naval  officers  have 
a  passion  for  bombardmenl^ 

Whatever  part  General  Gnge  may  have  had  in 
this  most  ill-advised  and  discreditable  measure,  it 
wai  tl^e  last  of  his  military  govemmenL  and  he 
did  not  remain  long  enough  in  the  counlry  to  see 
it  oarried  into  effect.  He  sailed  for  England  on 
the  lOih  of  OcttAer.  Tlie  tidings  of  the  bat^e 
of  Bunker's  Hill  had  withered  bis  laureb  as  a 
commander.  Still  he  was  not  absolntely  soper- 
aeded.  but  called  home,  "  in  order,"  as  ii  was  con- 
sidemtely  naid,  "  to  give  His  Majesty  exact  iiifbr- 
malion  of  everything,  and  suggesn  such  matters  as 
bis  knowledge  and  experience  of  ihe  service  might 
enable  him  lo  furnish."  During  his  absence, 
Mi^or-goneral  Howe  would  act  as  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  colonies  on  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and 
Mnjor-genoral  CaHeton  of  the  British  fbroea  in 
Canada  and  on  llie  Irantiers.     Gage  fully  expected 

'  Seo  L\fi  of  Orrrg.  p.  109. 
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to  return  hui]  resutne  llie  cummanc!.  In  a  letter 
wriilen  to  the  minbtter.  Lord  Dartmoutb,  llm  ilny 
L  before  saiUiig,  be  at^H  Ilie  nrrival,  earl/  io  the 
E.  spring,  of  reinforcemeuts  wliich  had  been  ordered, 
I  ftoticipatiDg  great  liazurd  at  the  opening  of  the 
I  e»mpaigD.  In  the  inetiu  time  he  trusted  that  two 
f  tiiouMiid  troojis,  shortly  eupccled  from  Irelitnd, 
1  would  etiable  him  "  to  difltrees  the  rebels  by  In- 
I  cursioiie  aloog  tlje  coast,"  —  and  — "  ho  hoped 
I  Portsmouili  in  New  Hftmpsliire  would  feel  the 
veight  of  His  Majesty 'b  anna."  '*  Poor  Gage," 
I  writeti  Horace  Wiilpole,  "  is  to  be  the  scitpe-goat 
[  bt  what  was  a  reason  against  employing  him  — 
[  incapacity."     He  never  returned  to  America. 

On  the  15lh  of  October  a  committee  from  Con- 
L  grcM  arrived  in  camp,  sent  to  hold  a  conference 
I  with  WHshiugton,  ntid  with  delegates  from  the 
r  goTeniments  of  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  Massa- 
Y  flhusetts,  and  New  Humpsliire,  on  the  subject  of 
i  fe  new  organization  of  the  array.  The  committee 
I  (xitiai^ted  of  Benjamin  Franklin,  Thomas  Lynch 
laf  Carolina,  unil  Colonel  Harrison  of  Virginia. 
B  ju»t  twenty  years  since  Washinglun  had 
I  met  Franklin  in  Braddock's  camp,  aiding  that  un- 
r  wary  general  by  his  sagncions  counsels  and  prompt 
lexpedieuls.  Franklin  was  regarded  with  especial 
I  deference  in  the  camp  at  Cambridge.  Greene, 
rlio  had  never  met  with  him  before,  listened  to 
\  kicn  as  to  an  oracle. 

Washington  was  president  of  the  board  of  con- 
I  fercuce,  mid  Itlr.  Joseph  Rued  aecretary.  The 
[  conimillee  brought  an  intimation  from  Congress 
I  that  an  attack  upon  Boston  was  much  desired,  if 
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Wttsliiiigtoii  called  a  com 
erals  on  tlii3  subject ;  thej 
tlie  opiaioQ  that 


war  of  hiB  gen- 

unatiimoiislj'  of 

uttrtck  would  uot  be  prudent 


at  preseot. 

Another  question 
the  Briitsh  forcea  i 


now  arose.  An  attack  upon 
BostoD,  whenever  it  should 
Inke  place,  might  require  a  bombardment ;  Wash- 
ington inquired  of  the  delegates  how  far  it  might 
be  pushed  to  the  deatrucliou  of  houses  and  prop- 
erty. They  considered  it  a  question  of  too  much 
importance  lo  be  decided  by  them,  and  said  it 
must  be  referred  to  Congress.  But  though  they 
declined  takmg  upou  themselves  the  respousibiliiy, 
the  majority  of  ihera  were  strongly  in  favor  of  it ; 
and  expressed  themselves  so,  when  the  mutter  was 
discussed  informally  in  camp.  Two  of  ihe  com- 
mittee, Lynch  and  FLtrrison,  as  well  as  Judge 
Wales,  delegate  from  Connecticut,  when  the  pos- 
sible efiects  of  a  bombiirdmeut  were  suggested  at 
a  dinner  table,  declared  that  they  would  be  will- 
ing lo  see  Boston  in  flames.  Lee,  wlio  was  pres- 
ent, observed  that  it  was  impossible  lo  bum  it  . 
unless  they  sent  in  lucn  with  bundles  of  straw  to 
do  it.  "  It  could  not  be  done  with  carcasses  and 
red-hot  shot.  Isle  Royal,"  he  added,  "  in  the 
river  St.  Lawrence,  had  been  fired  at  for  a  long 
time  in  1760,  with  a  fine,  train  of  artillery,  hot- 
shot and  carcasses,  without  effect."  ' 

The  board  of  conference  was  repeatedly  iu 
session,  for  three  or  four  days.  The  report  of  its 
deliberations  rendered  by  the  commlltee,  produced 
a    resolution  of  Congress,  that  a  new    army  of 
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tbailiovo. 
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iwenly-two  ibousaDd  tno  huadred  nnd  Bevenly- 
two  men  Riid  officers,  should  be  furmed,  lo  be  re- 
cruited as  much  as  possible  from  the  troops  aclimlly 
in  service.  Uuforlunately  the  term  fur  which 
they  were  to  be  enlisted  was  to  bo  but  for  one 
year.  It  formed  a  precedent  which  became  a  re- 
curring  cause  of  embarrassment  througboul  the 

Washington's  secretiiry,  Mr.  Reed,  had,  after 
the  close  of  the  couferentM,  signified  to  him  bis 
intention  to  reluru  to  Philadelphia,  where  his  pri- 
vate concerns  required  bis  proeence.  llis  de- 
pnrture  was  deeply  regretted.  His  fluent  pen 
had  been  of  great  assistance  la  Witshingtou  in 
the  dispatch  of  hia  multifarious  correspondence, 
nod  his  judicious  coiiusels  and  cordial  sympathies 
had  beeii  still  more  appreciated  by  the  commander- 
in-chief,  aroid  the'  multiplied  dJIficullies  of  his 
situation.  On  the  departure  of  Mr.  Reed,  his 
place  as  secretory  was  temporarily  supplied  by  Mr. 
Robert  Harrison  of  Maryland,  and  subsequently 
by  Colonel  Miflliuj  neither,  however,  attained  to 
the  affectionate  conBdence  reposed  in  their  pre- 
decessor. 

We  shall  have  occasion  to  quote  llio  correspond- 
ence kept  up  between  Washington  and  Reed, 
during  the  absence  of  the  latter.  The  letters  of 
the  Ibnner  are  peculiarly  interesting,  as  giring 
views  of  what  was  passing,  not  merely  around 
bim,  but  in  the  recesses  of  his  own  heart.  No 
greater  proof  need  be  given  of  the  rectitude  of 
that  heart,  than  the  clearness  and  fullness  with 
which,  in  these  truthful  documeuls,  every  thought 
and  feeling  is  laid  open. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

MpA-iiircA  or  General  Hove.  —  Dfeecratioii  oT  Churcbes.  — 
Three  ProcUniBiiotn.  —  SBizHre  of  Tories.  — W«nl  of  Ar- 
tJllcr;.  —  Heniy  Kiioi,  lh«  AnillL-rint.  —  His  Miedoa  to  Ti- 
oDndcragB.  — Beiitiligtmcol  of  Troopa.  — lAck  of  Pabllo 
BpiriL  —  CoromsaU  of  Geaenl  Greene. 


8  wliich  General  Howe  had 
CSK  aitopied  after  taking  command  iq  Bob- 
*-^M  ^'"i  rejoiec^  llie  rojalisia,  deeming  to 
sEify  their  aiiticipntiona.  He  proceeded  to 
'eiigtiien  the  works  on  Bunker's  Hill  and  Bos- 
Ion  Neck,  and  lo  clear  away  houaea  and  Ilirow 


up  redoubts  i 
patriot  iiiliabiti 


tbe  town.  Tbe 
3  were  shocked  by  the  desecra- 
of  the  Old  South  Church,  which  for  more 
than  a  hundred  years  had  been  a  favorite  place 
of  worahip,  where  8ome  of  the  most  eminent  di- 
vines had  officiuled.  The  pulpit  and  pewa  were 
now  removed,  (he  floor  was  covered  with  earth, 
und  the  sacred  edifice  was  converted  into  a  riding- 
school  for  Burgoyne's  light  dragoons.  To  excuiio 
ila  desecration,  it  was  spoken  of  scoliingly  as  a 
"  meetiug-houBe,  where  sedition  bad  often  been 
preached." 

The  North  Church,  another  "  meeling-houBe," 
was  entirely  demolished  and  whs  used  for  fuel. 
■■Thns,"  says  the  chronicler  of  the  day,  ''  Ihu,'  iire 
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onr  housta  iluvoteil  to  reltgiouft  worship,  profaned 
and  deslrojed  by  the  Bubjects  of  His  Rojnl  Afitj- 
esly."  ^ 

About  the  last  of  Oelober,  Howe  issued  three 
procUmniions.  The  first  forbnde  nil  peraoua  to 
leare  Biielon  without  his  pennissiou  under  paia 
of  miliUry  execution  j  the  second  foi'bade  ftuy  one, 
so  permitled,  to  bike  with  him  moi-e  than  five 
pounds  sterling,  under  pain  of  forfeiting  all  the 
money  fijuud  upon  his  person  And  being  subject 
to  fine  anil  iinprisoomeut ;  the  third  called  upon 
the  inhnbitnnts  to  arm  themselves  for  the  preaer- 
vatioD  of  order  within  the  town ;  they  (o  be  com- 
manded by  offleers  of  his  appointment. 

Wttshinglon  liiid  recently  been  incensed  by  the 
conflagration  of  Falmouth;  the  conduct  of  Gtov- 
emor  Dunmore  who  had  proclaimed  martial  law 
in  Virginia,  and  threatened  ruin  to  the  patriots, 
liail  added  to  this  provocation  ;  the  measures  of 
General  Howe  seemed  of  the  same  harsh  charac- 
ter, and  lie  determined  to  retaliate. 

"  Would  il  not  be  prudent,"  writes  he  to  Gov- 
ernor Trumbull  of  Connecticut,  "  to  stfize  those 
lories  who  have  been,  are,  and  we  know  will  be 
active  against  us  ?  Why  should  persons  wlio  are 
preying  upon  the  vitals  of  their  country,  bo  suf- 
fered to  stall:  nt  large,  whilst  we  know  they  will 
do  as  every  mischief  in  their  power?" 

In  thia  spirit  lie  onlered  General  Sullivan,  who 

was  fortifying  Portsmouth,  '•  to  seize  upon  such 

persona  ai  held  commissions  under  the  erown,  and 

were  acting  as  open  and  avowed  enemies  to  their 

'  Tiuuhcr'B  Mililarji  Jiiumal,  p.  GO. 
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country,  aud  hold  them  as  hoBtAges  for  the  secu- 
rity of  the  town."  SUU  he  was  moderate  in  his 
relaliatioQ.  uiid  stopped  short  of  private  isdivid- 
nals.  "  For  (he  present,"  said  he,  "  I  sliall  avoid 
^ving  the  like  order  with  regard  to  the  loneg  of 
Portsmouth  ;  but  the  day  is  not  far  oS*  whea  they 
will  meet  with  this,  or  a  worse  fate,  if  there  Js 
not  a  considerable  reformation  in  their  conduct." ' 

Tlie  season  was  fest  approaL-hing  when  the  bay 
between  the  camp  and  Boston  would  be  frozen 
over,  and  military  operations  might  be  couducled 
upon  the  ice.  Gieneral  Howe,  if  reinforced,  wonld 
then  very  probably  "  endeavor  to  relieve  himself 
from  the  disgraceful  confinoment  in  which  the 
ministerial  troops  had  been  all  summer."  Wasfa- 
inglon  fell  the  necessity,  therefore,  of  guarding 
the  camps  wherever  thej  were  most  assailable ; 
anil  of  throwing  up  batteries  for  tbe  purpose. 
He  hod  been  embarrassed  throogbont  tlie  siege 
by  the  want  of  artillery  and  ordnance  stores;  bat 
never  more  so  than  at  the  present  moment.  In 
this  juncture,  Mr.  Henry  Knos  stepped  forward, 
and  offered  to  proceed  to  the  frontier  fort^  on 
Cliamplain  in  quest  of  a  supply. 

Knox  WHS  one  of  those  providential  characters 
whiob  spring  up  in  emergencies,  as  if  they  were  . 
formed  by  aiid  for  the  c«casii>n.  A  thriving 
bookseller  in  Boston,  ho  had  thrown  up  buaitiesa 
to  take  up  arms  for  the  liberties  of  his  country. 
He  wtui  one  of  the  jkutriots  who  hud  fought  on 
Bunker's  Hill,  since  when  ho  had  aidel  in  plan- 
ning the  defenses  of  tlie  camp  before  Boston. 
I  LMlpr  Is  Wtniam  Palftnj-.    3|«rk!,  iii,  158. 
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The  aptness  imd  talent  here  displayed  by  him  as 
au  artilleiist,  hod  recently  induced  Wiishingtan 
to  recommend  him  to  Congress  for  the  command 
of  the  regiment  of  artillery  in  place  of  the  vet- 
eran Gridley,  who  was  considered  by  all  the  offi- 
cers of  the  cimp  too  old  for  active  employment. 
Congress  had  not  yet  acted  on  that  recommenda- 
IJUD ;  io  the  meau  time  Wii^hiDgtoD  availed  him- 
self of  the  offered  services  of  Knox  in  the  present 
instance.  He  was  accordingly  instructed  to  es- 
amine  iuU>  the  state  of  the  artillery  in  camp,  and 
take  an  acconnt  of  the  cannon,  mortars,  shells, 
lead,  and  ammunition  tliut  were  wanting.  He 
was  then  to  hasten  to  New  York,  procure  and 
forward  all  that  could  be  had  there ;  and  thence 
proceed  to  the  head-quarters  of  General  Schuyler, 
who  was  requested  hy  letter  to  ttid  him  in  obliun- 
ing  what  farther  supplies  of  the  kind  were  want- 
ing from  the  forts  at  Ticonderoga,  Crown  Point, 
St  John'ii,  and  even  Quebec,  should  it  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  Americans.  Knox  set  oiF  on  his 
errand  with  promptness  and  alacrity,  and  shortly 
afterwards  the  commission  of  colonel  of  the  regi- 
ment of  artillery  which  Washington  had  advised, 
was  forwarded  to  him  hy  Congress. 

Tlie  rt^nlistment  of  troops  actually  in  service 
was  now  nltempled,  and  proved  a  fmiifid  source 
of  perplexity.  In  a  letter  to  the  President  of 
Congress,  Washington  observes  that  half  of  the 
officers  of  the  rank  of  captain  were  inclined  to 
retire  ;  and  it  was  probable  their  example  would 
influence  their  men.  Of  those  who  were  disposed 
to  remain,  the  officers  of  one  colony  were  nnwill- 
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I  ibe  E 


with  I 


)  of 


I  regiment  w 
anothor.  Miiny  seiil  in  their  n&mes,  to  serve  to 
expectation  of  promotion ;  others  stood  aloof,  10 
see  what  advimloges  thuy  could  nmke  for  them- 
selves ;  while  those  who  hud  declined  sent  in 
their  Domes  again  to  serve.'  The  dilBculties 
were  greiiter,  if  possible,  with  the  soldiers  than 
Willi  the  officers.  They  would  not  enlist  unless 
they  knew  their  colonel,  tieuteniint-colonel,  and 
captaiu ;  Connecticut  men  being  uuwitliug  u> 
serve  mider  officers  from  Massachusetts,  and 
Uassachusotts  men  under  officers  from  Rhode 
Island ;  flo  that  it  was  necessary  to  ajipoint  the 
officers  tirst. 

Twenty  days  later  he  agiun  writes  \a  tlie  Pres- 
ident of  Coiigress :  "  I  am  sorry  to  be  necessi- 
tated to  mention  to  you  the  t^regious  want  of 
public  spirit  wliich  prevails  here.  Instead  of 
pressing  to  be  engaged  tii  tlie  cause  of  tbdr 
eountry,  whicli  I  Ttunly  fluttered  mj-self  would 
be  tbe  cue.  I  find  we  are  most  likely  to  be  de- 
serted in  a  most  cntioU  time.  ....  Our 
situation  is  truly  alarming,  and  of  this  General 
llowi!  is  well  (tpprisod.  No  lUiubt  when  he  is 
tviiifurceil  he  will  avul  himMlf  of  the  infonna- 

In  a  letter  to  Reod  ba  disbanl«n«d  his  l)e«rt 
mora  oumptolely.  *-  Swdi  dcMth  of  public  spirit, 
and  such  wnnt  of  virtue  i  «uoh  nock-jobbing,  ftnd 
r«nilily  in  all  ilie  l»v  am  to  obtain  advanUige  of 
Dint  kind  <ir  Mi>nlhcr  in  Uui  gnat  dkat^  of  nriii- 
lary  Ktmngt'iiMMil.  I  n»v«r  saw  fanfom,  aad  1  pnj 
■  W**hin(;i«t  M  iln  ftwiJsM  rf  0»wtw.  N«v.  t. 


DIFFICULTIEB  /JV  SF.CBUIT!S 


GotTt  mercy  ih«I  I  may  never  be  wiinen  to  agitm. 
Wli«l  wil!  be  the  end  of  these  msnearres  is  be- 
jTood  my  ecao.  I  treuble  at  ihe  prospecf.  We 
have  been  till  this  time  (Nor.  i><)  cnlistiDg  about 
three  tliou»and  five  hotidred  meo-  To  engage 
these,  I  have  be^a  obliged  to  allow  fnrionghs  as 
for  as  fifty  men  to  a  regiment,  and  the  ofBcere  I 
am  persuaded  indulge  msny  more.  The  Connec- 
ticut troops  will  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  May 
lon^r  than  their  term.  Raring  Ihoee  who  have 
enlisted  for  the  next  campaign,  and  are  mostly  on 
farlODgb ;  and  snob  a  mercenary  spirit  pervades 
tbe  whole.  Iliat  I  should  not  be  surprised  at  any 

disaster  thai  may  happen Could  I 

have  foreseen  what  I  have  eiperienced  and  am 
likely  to  exjierience,  do  considers  lion  upon  earth 
shonid  have  induced  me  to  accept  this  command." 
No  one  drew  closer  to  Washington  in  Ibis  lime 
of  lib  troubles  and  perplexities  than  General 
Greene.  He  had  a  real  veneration  for  bis  char- 
acter, and  thought  himself  "  happy  in  an  oppor- 
tanily  to  serve  under  so  good  a  general."  He 
grieved  at  Washington's  annoyances,  but  sttrib- 
oied  thera  in  part  (o  his  being  somewhat  of  a 
stranger  in  New  England.  "  He  has  not  had 
lime,"  writes  he,  "  to  make  himself  acqnninled 
with  the  genius  of  this  people ;  they  are  natu- 
rally as  brave  and  spirited  as  the  peasantry  of 
any  other  country,  but  you  cannot  expect  veterans 
of  a  raV  miiilia  from  only  a  few  months'  service. 
Tbe  common  people  are  exceedingly  avaricious ; 
the  genius  of  the  people  is  commercial,  Irora  tbeir 
long  intercourse   of  trade.      The  sentiment    of 
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houor,  the  true  charMCturisCic  of  a  soldier,  hoe  Dot 
jct  got  Uie  better  of  iiilerest.  Hia  Excellency 
lina  been  tauglit  to  lulieve  Ilie  people  here  a  sn- 
periur  ra(»  of  mortals;  and  flailiiig  them  of  ihe 
KimB  temper  and  diapoakions,  paaaioia  and  prej- 
iidittes,  virtues  and  vices  of  the  common  people 
of  other  govei-nnients,  ihey  sank  in  his  esteem."  * 
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Vaij  Slmggle  of  Arnold  Ihrough  ihe  WlldsnieM.  —  Do- 
lection  of  Colimel  Enog.  —  Arnold  in  the  Villej-  of  Iba 
Chaudieni.  —  Hii  Artivsl  opposile  Qnebec.  —  SmTEnder  of 
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JISPATCHES  from  Schtijler  dated 
October  26ih,  gave  WHsbiDgtoii  another 
diwpterorthe  CHiiada  expediiion.  Chsm- 
hlee.  nit  iorerior  fori,  wjtliia  five  niileH  of  St. 
John's,  hud  been  lakeii  by  Majors  Browu  and 
LiTID^ton  at  the  ht^ad  of  Sfty  Arakrlcans  and 
three  hundred  Canadians.  A  large  qiiautiiy  of 
gunpowder  end  other  military  sloi'ea  found  there, 
^»»  a  seasonable  fupjily  to  the  army  before  St. 
John's,  and  consoled  General  Montgomery  for  his 
disappointment  in  regard  to  the  aid  promised  by 
Colonel  Ethan  Allen.  He  now  pressed  the  Biege 
of  St.  John's  nith  vigor.  The  garrison,  cut  aS* 
from  supplies,  were  sufTering  from  want  of  pro- 
visions :  but  the  brave  commander,  Major  FrtM- 
loa,  stiU  held  out  manfnllj,  hoping  speedy  relief 
from  General  Carleton,  who  was  assembling  troops 
for  that  purpose  at  Moulreal. 
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Carlelou,  it  is  true,  Ijad  but  about  one  hundred 
regulnre,  several  hundred  CaiiAdiatis,  and  a  num- 
ber of  Indians  witb  him ;  but  hu  calcuhiled  grealljr 
on  the  coojicraiiou  of  Colonel  Miicleiin,  a  veteran 
Scot,  brnvu  and  bitlertj  lojal,  who  hnd  enlisted 
three  huiidi'ed  of  his  countrymen  at  Quebec,  and 
formed  them  iuEo  a  regiment  eaikd  *"  The  Ro^ral 
Highland  Emigrants."  This  doughlj  Highlander 
was  to  land  at  the  mouih  of  the  Sorel,  where  it 
empties  into  the  St.  Lawrence,  aud  proceed  along 
the  former  river  to  St  John's,  to  join  Cnrleton, 
who  would  repair  thither  by  the  way  of  Lod- 
gueil. 

In  the  mean  time  Montgomery  received  ac- 
counts from  various  quarters  tiiat  Colonel  Ethan 
Allen  aud  his  ineD,  captured  iti  the  ill-advised  at- 
tack upon  Montreal,  were  treated  with  cruel  and 
unnecMSfiry  severity,  being  loaded  with  irons ; 
and  that  even  the  colonel  himself  was  subjected 
to  thin  ''shocking  indignity."  Montgomery  ad- 
dressed a  letter  to  Carleton  on  the  subject,  strong 
aud  decided  in  its  purport,  but  written  in  the 
spirit  of  a  courteous  aud  high-minded  gentleman, 
and  ending  with  an  expression  of  that  sad  feeling 
which  gallant  officeri  must  oAeu  have  experienced 
in  this  revolutionary  conflict,  on  being  brought 
into  collision  with  former  brothers  in  arms. 

"  Tour  cimracier,  sir,"  writes  he,  "  induces  me 
to  hope  I  am  ill  informed.  Kevertheleas,  the 
duty  I  owe  the  troops  committed  to  my  charge, 
lays  roe  under  the  necessity  of  acquainting  your 
Excellency,  that,  if  you  allow  this  conduct  and 
persist  in  it,  I  shall,  though  with  the  most  paiofol 
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Sboold  ilie  bearer  bM  leCan  io  Aat  tine,  I  maat 
ialerpret  foai  silaee  iaio  a  dedumtm  of  *  bu^ 
bHtoos  w>r.  I  ^uMol  pan  lliis  oppactBiiity  wilb- 
oat  '■"—"'■'■g  tfce  iBelnebolj  aad  blal  Beoessitj, 
wbidi  oU^Es  tbe  firaeu  fiends  of  tT 
tioa  lo  oppow  oiM  ef  the  n 
of  the  erowD." 

While  WAiling  for  a  replj,  UbntgoDterr  pressed 
the  siege  of  Sl.  JohD'H,  though  thwarted  ccmtiii- 
uaUj  b;  lite  waat  of  soboniination  taxd  disdpliue 
amoag  hia  troops  —  ha^ty  levies  (rom  vanoua  ool' 
onkc,  who,  saiil  he,  carry  the  spirit  of  {reedoQ 
into  the  field,  ami  thitik  for  themselresi.''  Accu«- 
lonied  ae  be  had  been,  ia  liis  former  mililary  ex- 
perience, lo  tbe  implicit  obedieuce  of  European 
troops,  ihe  iiiBubordiuatiou  of  these  jeoman  sol- 
diery WB3  intolerable  to  him.  '•  Were  I  not  afraid," 
writes  be,  "  the  eiaraple  would  be  too  geiiemlly 
followed,  fuid  that  the  public  service  might  sufler, 
I  would  not  slay  an  hour  at  the  bead  of  troops 
whose  operatious  I  cannot  direcL  I  must  say  I 
baVB  no  hopes  of  success,  unleSiS  from  the  garrison's 
wanting  provisions." 

He  had  advanced  bis  lines  and  played  from  his 
batteries  ou  two  sides  of  the  fort  for  some  hours, 
when  tidings  brought  by  four  prisoners,  caused  him 
to  cease  hie  lire. 

Geuerul  Carleton,  ou  the  31st  of  September, 
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had  embarked  hia  moiley  force  at  Montreal  in 
thirty-rour  boHls,  la  cross  the  St.  Ltiwrence,  land 
at  IiOTigueil,  Hud  push  on  for  St.  Jolin's,  where, 
as  concerted,  he  wns  to  be  joined  by  Maclean 
aud  hia  HiglilanJera.  As  tlie  boats  npproncbed 
the  right  bank  of  the  river  at  Loagueil,  a  terrible 
tire  of  artillery  and  inuslietry  was  unexpectedly 
opened  upon  them,  nod  threw  ihem  into  coDrusioD. 
It  vies  from  Colonel  Si;th  Warner's  detachment  of 
Green  Mountain  Boys  and  New  Yurkere.  Some 
of  the  bonts  were  disabled,  some  were  driven  on 
shore  on  an  island  ;  Carleion  retreated  with  the 
rest  to  Montreal,  with  some  loss  in  killed  and 
wounded.  The  Americans  cipiun'd  two  Cnna- 
diaus  and  two  Indians ;  and  it  was  these  prisonera 
who  brought  tidings  to  the  camp  of  Carleton's 
signal  repulse. 

Aware  that  the  garrison  held  out  merely  in 
i;speclation  of  the  relief  thus  intercepted,  Moot> 
gomery  ceased  his  fire,  and  sent  a  flag  by  one  of 
the  Canadian  prisoners  with  a  letter  informing 
Major  Preston  of  the  event,  and  inviting  a  sur* 
render  lo  spare  the  effusion  of  blood. 

Preston  in  reply  expressed  a  doubt  of  the  truth 
of  the  report  brought  by  the  prisoners,  but  offered 
to  surrender  if  not  relieved  iu  four  days.  The 
condition  was  refused,  and  the  gallant  major  was 
obliged  Id  capitulate.  His  garrison  consisted  of 
Qve  hundred  regulars  aud  one  hundred  Canadians  ; 
among  the  tatter  were  several  of  the  provincial 
noblesse. 

Montgomery  treated  Preston  and  his  garrison 
with  the  iwurtesy  inspired  by  their  gallant  resist- 
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uice.  He  hiul  beea  a  British  officer  himself,  and 
bifl  old  associauoTis  vith  the  service,  made  bim 
sympathize  wiiU  the  brave  meu  whom  the  fortune 
of  war  had  thniwn  into  his  haDd'4.  Perhaps  their 
high-bred  and  aristocratic  tone  contrasted  faTorablf 
iu  his  eyea,  with  the  rouc;h  demeanor  of  Che  erode 
ewordsmea  with  whom  tie  had  recently  asaociaCed, 
aud  brought  back  the  feeliiigs  of  early  days  wheu 
wiir  with  bim  was  a  gay  profession,  not  a  melau- 
choly  duly.  According  to  the  capitulation,  the 
baggage  of  both  officers  and  men  waa  secured  to 
them,  aoii  each  of  ibe  Intler  received  a  Dew  suit 
of  clothing  from  the  captured  stores.  Thia  caused 
a  murmur  among  the  American  soldiery,  many 
of  whom  were  nearly  niikud,  and  the  best  but 
scantily  provided.  Even  some  of  the  officers 
were  indignant  that  all  the  aiticles  of  clothing 
had  not  been  treated  as  lawful  spoil.  "  I  would 
not  have  sullied  ray  own  reputation,  nor  disgraced 
the  Continental  arms  by  such  a  breacli  of  ca- 
pitulation for  the  univei-se,"  said  Montgomery. 
Having  sent  his  prisoners  up  Lake  Chainplaiu  lo 
Ticonderoga,  he  prepared  to  proceed  immediately 
to  MoQlreal ;  requesting  General  Schuyler  lo 
forward  all  the  men  he  could  possibly  spare. 

The  Royal  Highland  Emigrants  who  were  lo 
have  cooperated  with  General  Carlcton,  met  with 
no  better  fortune  than  that  commander.  Rlaclean 
landi'd  At  the  mouth  of  the  .Sorel,  and  added  to 
his  force  by  recruiting  a  iiumbor  of  Canadians  in 
the  neighborhood,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet 
He  was  in  full  loarcb  for  St.  John's  when  he  was 
tared   by  Miyora    Brown   and    Livingston 
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with  their  pnrtj,  Tre^h  from  the  capture  of  Cbam- 
blee,  and  reiaforceil  hy  a  number  of  Green  Moua- 
taiQ  Bo^a.  Tbe»e  pressed  him  back  to  the  mouUi 
of  the  Sorel,  where  bearing  of  the  repulse  of 
Cartetoii,  and  beiug  deserted  by  his  Canailiaa  re- 
oruit§,  he  embarked  the  residue  of  his  troops,  and 
set  off  down  the  Sl  Lawrence  to  Quebec.  The 
Americans  now  took  post  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Sorel,  where  tbey  erected  butteries  so  as  to 
mand  the  Si.  Lawrence,  and  prevent  the  descent 
of  any  armed  vessels  from  Montreal. 

Thus  closed  another  chapter  of  [lie  invasion 
Canada.  "  Not  a  word  of  Arnold  yet,"  said 
Montgomery,  in  his  la^l  dispatch.  "  I  have 
two  expresses  to  him  lately,  one  by  on  Indian  who 
promised  to  return  with  expedition.  The  ii 
I  have  any  news  of  him,  I  will  acquaint  you  b; 
express." 

We  will  anticipate  his  express,  by  ^ving  the 
reader  the  purport  of  letters  received  by  Wash- 
iogton  direct  from  Arnold  himself,  bringing  for- 
ward the  collateral  branch  of  this  eventful  enter- 
prise. 

The  transportation  of  troops  and  effects  across 
the  carrying  place  between  the  Kennebec  and 
Dead  Rivers,  had  been  a  work  of  severe  toil  and 
difficulty  to  Arnold  and  his  men,  but  performed 
with  admirable  spirit.  There  were  ponds  and 
streams  full  of  trout  and  salmon,  which  furnished 
them  witli  fresh  provisions.  Launching  their 
boats  on  the  sluggish  waters  of  the  Dead  River, 
they  navigated  it  in  diTisioni,  as  before,  to  the 
ibot  of  snow-crowned  moontuns ;  a  part  of  the 
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OAiltiea  to  encoonter.  llian  if  be  liad  been  s  furt- 
n^ht  moner ;  as  ii  is  likely  that  Gorernor  Car]^ 
tOD,  w31,  with  what  Torces  he  out  collect  after  ibe 
surrender  of  ibe  nsi  of  Canailii.  throw  hinnelf 
into  Quebec,  and  there  make  his  last  effort." ' 

WashinglOQ  was  not  mistaken  in 
dence  be  bad  placed  in  the  energy  of  Aroolil. 
Tirangh  the  latter  found  bis  petty  forw  greatly 
reduced  by  the  retregrade  more  of  Enos  aod  his 
party,  and  although  .cqow  and  ioe  rendered  hia 
nurd)  still  more  bleak  among  the  mouutains.  be 
k^t  on  with  unSincbing  spirit  until  he  arrived  at 
tite  ridge  which  dirides  [lie  streams  of  New  Hug- 
land  and  CanadH.  Here,  at  Lake  Meganlic  the 
source  of  the  Chsudiere.  he  met  lui  emi&aary 
whom  he  liad  sent  In  advance  to  ascertain  the 
feelings  of  the  AoMinj,  or  French  yeomanry,  in 
the  fertile  ralley  of  that  stream.  Hia  report 
bdng  favorable,  Arnold  shared  out  among  the 
diflbrent  «>mpanies  the  scanty  provisions  which 
reniMiwil.  directing  them  to  make  the  best  of  their 
way  for  ibe  Chauiltere  settlements  ;  while  he-,  with 
a  light  foraging  party,  would  push  rapidly  ahead, 
to  procure  and  ^nd  back  supplies. 

He  accordingly  embarked  with  his  little  party 
in  five  bat«aui  and  a  birch  canoe,  and  launched 
forth  without  a  gnide  on  the  swift  current  of  the 
Qiaodien!.  It  was  little  belter  than  a  monntniD 
torrrait,  full  of  nxfcs  and  rapids.  Thr«e  of  th^r 
boats  were  dashed  to  pieces,  the  cargoes  lost,  and 
the  crews  saved  wiih  difficoUy.  At  one  time,  the 
whole  party  came  near  being  predpitate<l  over  a 
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calorect,  ivbere  all  might  have  perished ;  nl  length 
they  reudmd  Serlignri,  the  Syel  French  Rettle- 
meiit,  wliere  Ihey  were  cordiftUy  received.  Here 
Arnold  bought  provisions,  whieh  he  seut  buck  by 
the  Ciuiadiuu8  and  ludiaos  lo  his  troops.  The 
latter  were  in  a  stale  of  stArvatioD.  Some  had 
not  cuBled  food  (or  eighl-and-forty  hours ;  others 
had  cooked  two  doga,  followers  of  the  camp ;  and 
others  had  boiled  their  moccasins,  cartouch  boxes, 
and  other  articles  of  leather,  la  the  hope  of  reu- 
dering  them  eatable. 

Arnold  biilled  for  a  short  time  in  the  hospita- 
ble Tiiliey  of  the  Chaudiere,  to  give  his  troops  re- 
pose, aud  distributed  among  tlie  iuhabitaiits  the 
printed  manifesto  with  which  he  bad  been  fur- 
nished by  Washington.  Here  he  was  joined  by 
about  forty  Norridgewoek  Indians.  On  the  9tb 
of  Novemlier,  the  little  army  emerged  from  the 
woods  at  I'uiut  Levi,  on  the  SL  Lawrence,  oppo- 
sile  to  Quebec  A  letter  written  by  an  inliabi- 
taui  of  that  place,  speaks  of  their  sudden  appari- 

"  There  are  abont  five  hundred  proviucials  ar- 
rived at  Puiut  Levi,  opposite  lo  tiie  town,  by  the 
way  of  Cliaudiere  across  the  wooila.  Surely  a 
miracle  must  have  been  wrought  in  their  favor. 
It  is  an  urjderlaking  above  the  common  race  of 
men  in  this  debauched  age.  They  have  travelled 
through  woods  and  bogs,  and  over  precipices,  for 
the  apace  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles,  at- 
tended with  every  inconvenience  and  difRculiy,  to 
be  surmounted  only  by  men  of  indefatigable  zeal 
and  iuduslry." 


ini  LIFE    OF    IVASllhVGTOy. 

Leaving  Arnold  in  full  night  of  Quebec,  which, 
ader  tiis  long  etniggJe  ihrougli  iho  wildernese, 
must  have  appeared  like  a  laud  of  promise,  we 
turn  to  narrate  the  events  of  the  upper  expedi- 
lion  into  Canada,  of  which  ibe  letters  of  Schuyler 
kept  Wsshington  faithfultj  informed. 

MoDtgomery  appeared  before  Montreal  on  the 
12th  of  November.  General  Carleton  had  em- 
barked with  his  little  garrison,  and  several  of  the 
civil  officers  of  the  place,  on  board  of  a  flotilla,  of 
ten  or  eleven  small  vessels,  and  made  sail  in  the 
night,  with  a  favorable  breeze,  carrying  away 
with  him  the  powder  and  other  intporinnt  stores. 
The  (own  capitulated,  of  course ;  and  Montgom- 
ery took  quiet  possession.  His  urbanity  and 
kindness  soon  won  the  good-will  of  the  inhabit- 
ants, both  English  and  French,  and  made  the 
Canadians  sensible  that  he  really  came  to  secure 
their  rights,  not  to  molest  ihem.  Intercepted 
letters  acquainted  him  with  Arnold's  arrival  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Quebec,  and  tlie  great  alarm 
of  "  the  king's  friends,"  who  expected  to  be  be- 
sieged: "which,  with  the  blessing  of  Cod,  they 
shall  be,  "said  Montgomery,  "if  the  severe  season 
holds  off,  and  I  can  prevail  on  the  troops  to  ac- 
company me," 

Hia  great  immediate  object  was  the  captare 
of  Carleton,  which  would  form  a  triumphal  close 
to  ihe  enterprise,  and  might  decide  the  fate  of 
Canada.  The  flotilla  in  which  the  general  was 
embarked,  had  mode  repented  attempts  to  escape 
down  llie  St.  Lawrence ;  but  had  as  ofVcu  been 
driven  hack  by  the  batteries  thrown  ap  by  Ihe 
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AmericAQS  at  the  mouth  of  the  Sorel.  It  now 
lay  fwchored  about  Hfleeu  miles  above  that  rirer; 
tmd  Uoutgomerjr  prepitred  to  attnuk  it  with  ba- 
teaux nud  tight  artillery,  bo  as  to  force  it  down 
apOD  the  batteries. 

CarletoD  saw  his  imimnent  peril.  Difignising 
himself  ns  n  Cunodiau  voyager,  he  set  off  on  a 
dark  night  accompanied  by  six  peasaiiU,  iu  a 
boat  with  muffled  ours,  whiL-ii  he  assisted  to  pull, 
slipped  quielly  and  silently  past  all  the  balleries 
and  gusid-bonts,  and  efiijcted  hia  escape  to  Three 
Rivere,  where  he  embarked  in  a  vessel  for  Que- 
bec. After  his  depHTture  ihe  flotilla  surrendered, 
aud  all  those  who  had  taken  refuge  on  board  were 
made  prisoners  of  war.  Among  them  was  Gen- 
eral PrcscotI,  late  commander  of  Montreal. 

Montgomery  now  placed  garrisons  in  Montreal, 
St  John's  and  CImmblec,  and  mode  fmal  prepar- 
ations for  descending  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  co- 
operating with  Arnold  against  Quebec.  To  his 
dieappoinlment  and  deep  chagrin,  he  fonnd  but 
a  handful  of  his  troops  dbpused  to  accompany 
him.  Some  pleaded  iU  health  ;  the  terra  of  en- 
listment of  many  had  expired,  nud  ihey  were 
bent  on  returning  home ;  and  others,  who  had  no 
such  excuses  to  make,  became  exceedingly  turbu- 
lent, and  indeed  mutinous.  Nothing  but  a  sense 
of  public  duty,  and  gratitude  to  Congress  for  an 
DDsonght  commission,  had  induced  Montgomery 
to  engage  in  the  service ;  wearied  hy  the  contin- 
ual vexations  which  beset  it,  he  avowed,  in  a  let- 
ter to  Schuyler,  his  determination  to  retire  as 
soon  as  the  intended  expedition  against  Quebec 
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was  firiialied.  "Will  uol  your  health  permit  yon 
to  reside  at  Montreal  this  winter?"  writes  he  to 
Sthuyler ;  "  I  must  go  borae,  if  I  walk  by  [he 
Bide  of  the  lake.  I  am  weary  of  power,  and  to- 
tally waut  that  patience  and  temper  so  requisite 
for  such  a  command."  Mueh  of  the  iiisubordi' 
nation  of  the  troops  he  attributed  to  the  want  of 
tact  and  cultivation  in  their  officers,  who  had 
been  suddenly  advanced  from  inferior  stations 
and  coarse  employments.  '■  An  affair  happened 
yesterday,"  writes  he  to  Schuyler  on  the  24lh  of 
Movember,  "  which  had  very  near  sent  me  home. 
A  number  of  ofiicors  presumed  to  remonstrate 
against  the  indulgence  I  had  given  some  of  the 
kiug's  troops.  Such  an  insult  I  could  not  bear, 
and  immediately  resigned.  To-day  they  quali- 
fied it  by  such  an  apology,  as  put  it  in  my  power 
to  resume  the  command."  In  the  same  spirit  he 
writes  :  I  wish  some  method  could  be  fallen  upon 
for  engaging  gentlemen  to  serve.  A  point  of 
honor  and  more  knowledge  of  the  world,  to  bo 
found  in  that  class  of  men,  would  greatly  reform 
dtsdpline,  and  render  the  troops  much  more 
tractable." 

The  troops  which  bad  given  Montgomery  so 
much  annoyance  and  refused  to  continue  with  him 
ill  Cnnada,  soon  began  to  arrive  at  Ticonden^a. 
Schuyler,  in  a  letter  to  Congress,  gives  n  hdf 
querulous,  half  humorous  nc«ount  of  their  conduct. 
"  About  three  hundred  of  the  troops  raised  in 
Connecticut,  passed  here  within  a  few  dajrs.  An 
unhappy  home-sickness  prevails.  These  all  came 
doivn  115  invalids,  nut  one  willing  (o  reengage  for 
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the  winter's  service ;  and,  anable  to  get  any  work 
done  b;  them,  I  discharged  them  en  groape. 
Of  all  the  Bpeciflcs  ever  invented  for  any,  there 
ia  none  so  efiicftdoas  as  a  discharge  for  thU  pre- 
vailing disorder.  No  sooner  was  it  BdminLStered 
but  it  perfected  the  cure  of  nine  out  of  ten  ;  who, 
reliising  to  wait  for  bonU  to  go  by  the  way  of 
Lake  George,  slang  their  heavy  packs,  crossed  the 
lake  at  this  place,  and  undertook  a  march  of  two 
huudred    miles  with  (he    greatest    good-will  and 

This  borne-sickness  in  rustic  soldiers  after  a 
rough  campaign,  was  natural  enough,  mid  aeeras 
only  to  have  provoked  the  testy  and  subacid  liu- 
mor  of  Schuyler  ;  but  other  insliinces  of  conduct 
roused  his  indignation. 

A  schooner  and  tow  galley  arrived  at  Crown 
Pouit,  with  upwards  of  e  hundred  persons.  They 
were  destitute  of  provisions ;  none  were  to  l>e  had 
at  the  Point,  and  the  ice  prevented  them  from 
peuelnitiiig  to  Ticonderoga.  In  starving  condi- 
tion they  sent  an  express  to  General  Schuyler, 
imploring  relief.  lie  immediately  ordered  three 
captains  of  General  Woosier's  regiment,  with  a 
coosideruble  body  of  man  in  bateaux,  to  "  attempt 
a  relief  for  the  unhappy  sufferers."  To  his  sur- 
prise and  disgust,  they  manifested  the  utmost  un- 
willingnoss  to  comply,  and  made  a  variety  of  es- 
cnSes,  which  he  spurned  at  as  frivolous,  and  as 
evincing  the  greatest  want  of  humanity.  He  ex- 
pressed himself  to  that  effect  the  next  day.  in  a 
general  order,  adding  the  following  slinging  words : 
**  The  general,  therefore,  not  daring    to  trust  a 
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mntler  of  so  much  importuuce  to  men  of  so  little 
feeling,  hna  onlered  LicuteoRtit  Riker,  of  CoL 
Holmes'  regiment,  lo  make  llie  attempt.  He  re- 
ceived the  order  with  the  alacrity  becomiog  a 
geutlemaD,  ao  officer,  aod  a  Christian." 

This  bigli-niintled  rebuke,  ^ven  in  so  public  a 
manner,  raokleJ  in  the  hreasts  of  Ihose  whose 
conduct  Lad  merited  it,  and  insured  to  Schuyler 
that  perKvering  hoslilily  with  nliich  mean  miuda 
rere:^e  llie  exposure  of  their  n 
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Wadiingtan'i  Anticipatioiu  of  Succeo  it  Que 
toginni  o(  Arnold.  —  Schnjler  and  Monlgon 
■Urniog-  —  ExpoMuliiioDJ  of  Wathintnon. - 
—  SchDjtcr'f  Conducl  (0  ■  Captive  F«. 
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E  bare  endeavored  1 


compress  into  a 


)  of  the 

0  of  Cauada,  furtiiflhed  to  Wash- 

iagtoa  by  letters  from  Sehoyler  and  Arnold. 
The  tidiugs  of  the  capture  of  Mootreal  had  givea 
him  the  liveliest  satisfaction.  He  now  looked 
forward  to  equal  eoccess  in  the  expeilition  a^'ainst 
Quebec.  Id  a  letter  to  Schuyler,  he  parsed  a 
high  eulogiura  on  Arnold.  "  The  merit  of  this 
geatleman  is  certainly  great,"  writes  he,  "  and  I 
heartily  wish  that  fortune  may  distinguish  him  as 
one  of  her  favorites.  I  am  convuiced  that  he 
will  do  everything  that  prudence  and  valor  shall 
EUggest  to  add  to  the  success  of  our  arms,  and  for 
reducing  Quebec  to  our  possession.  Should  he 
not  be  able  to  accomplish  so  desirable  a  work 
with  the  forces  he  has,  I  flatter  myself  that  it  will 
he  effected  when  General  Montgomery  joins  him, 
and  our  confjueBt  of  Canada  will  be  complete." 

Certain  passages  of  Schuyler's  letters,  however, 
gave  him  deep  concern,  wherein  (hat  general  com- 
plained of  the  embarrassments  and  annoyances  he 
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bod  experienced  from  tbe  insubordliiniion  of  the 
arnijr.  ■* Habituated  to  order,"  said  he,  "I  can- 
not without  [»tin  see  that  disregard  of  discipline, 
confusion  und  iontlention,  which  reign  8o  generally 
ID  this  quarter,  nnd  I  am  delermined  to  retire. 
Of  this  resolution  I  have  advised  Congresa." 

He  had  indeed  done  so.  In  commuuicatiDg  to 
the  President  of  Congress  the  complaints  of  Gen- 
eral Montgomery,  and  hia  intention  to  retire, 
"  my  sentiments,"  said  he,  "  exactly  coincide  ivith 
his.  I  shall,  with  him,  do  everything  in  my  power 
to  put  a  Sniahing  stroke  to  tlie  campaign,  and 
make  the  best  arrangement  in  my  power,  ia  order 
to  insure  success  to  the  nest.  This  done,  I  must 
beg  leave  to  retire." 

Congress,  however,  was  loo  well  aware  of  his 
value,  reailily  to  dispense  with  his  services.  His 
letter  produced  a  prompt  resolution  expressive  of 
their  l)igh  sense  of  his  attention  and  perseverance, 
"  which  merited  the  thanks  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies." He  had  alleged  his  impaired  health,  — 
they  regretted  the  injuries  it  had  sustained  in  the 
service,  but  begged  he  would  not  insist  on  a  mens- 
ura  "  which  would  deprive  America  of  the  bene- 
fits of  his  zeal  and  abilities,  and  rob  him  of  the  honor 
of  completing  the  work  lie  had  so  happily  begun." 

What,  however,  produced  a  greater  effect  upon 
Schuyler  than  any  encomium  or  entreaty  on  the 
part  of  Congress,  were  (he  expostulations  of 
Washington,  inspired  by  strong  friendship  and 
kindred  sympathies.  "  I  am  exceedingly  sorry." 
writes  the  latter,  "  to  find  you  so  much  embnr- 
rasaeJ  by  the  disregard  of  discipline,  confusion. 
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and  WRDl  of  order  among  ihe  Iroops,  os  to  iiave 
occasioned  you  lo  meDiioo  to  Coiigreas  an  io- 
clination  lo  retire.  1  know  that  your  compIaintB 
fell  founded,  but  would  willingly  hope 


quit  Uh]  service, 
h  difflculties  of  ibe 
r  expected ;  but  they 
iiuse  we  ure  engaged 
must  try  to 
its  support ; 
think  of 


that  nothing  will  induce  y 

Mme  sort,  and  such  aa  I  ne' 

must  be  borne  with.     The 

in  is  so  Just  tind  righteous,  that 

riae  superior    to   every  obstacle 

and,  therefore,  I  beg  that  you  w 

resigning,  uuless  you  tiare  carried  your  upplici 

tion  lo  Congress  too  far  to  recede." 

And  in  another  tetter  lie  makes  a  still  stronger 
appeal  to  bis  patriotism.  "  I  am  sorry  that  you 
and  General  Moutgomery  incline  to  quit  the 
serrice.  Let  me  ask  you,  sir,  wheo  is  the  time 
for  brave  men  to  exert  themselves  in  the  cause 
of  liberty  and  their  country,  if  this  is  not? 
Should  any  difficiUlies  thut  ttiey  may  have  to  en- 
counter  at  this  important  cristii  deter  them?  God 
knows  there  is  not  a  difficulty  that  you  both  very 
justly  complain  of,  that  I  have  not  in  an  eminent 
degree  experienced,  that  I  am  not  eveiy  day  ei- 
perienciug ;  but  we  must  bear  up  against  them, 
and  make  the  best  of  mankind,  as  they  are, 
since  we  cannot  have  them  as  we  wish.  Let 
me,  therefore,  conjure  you,  and  ^t.  Montgomery, 
to  lay  aside  sucli  thoughts  —  as  thoughts  injurious 
to  yourselves,  and  extremely  so  to  your  country, 
which  culls  aloud  for  gentlemen  of  your  ability." 

This  noble  appeal  went  straight  to  the  heart 
of  Schuyler,  and  brought  out  a  magnanimous  re- 


a  exot  hiwiiLK  ia  the  caue 
of  ^Kftj  and  hit  ONiktrj  :  and  dot  il  ■•  becoaw 
•  dstj  cbeerfbllj  U  aoifioe  tke  Ewwtc  of  do- 


In  te  Miae  letter  he  tereab  in  conUnee  the 

ran  fiwrr  of  hi*  wiih  (o  redre  fron  an  flficnl 

t  ma  the  annoTaiioe  he  had  i 


dice  and  jealmu^. 
pcnona  gf  nnk  ■ 

huve  Creqaeotlf  dednivd  dint  the  gcsenl  < 
wndhig  in  Uiic  qnutcr,  o«ght  M>  be  of  tite  eol- 
onf  frou  whence  dw  ni^oti^  of  dK  trooiw  rimn 
Bat  it  i«  net  fimn  opiniaai  or  priatipJet  vS  intdt- 
vidutU  that  I  ha««  dnwB  the  fiiOowing  mteln- 
■km  :  that  aoofM  fron  the  mlcnj  of  CcaDeedenl 
will  not  bear  with  a  general  from  «i>athercKdaoji 
it  ic  from  the  daitj  and  eommon  ooaTersatioa  of 
all  ranks  of  peoide  from  dnt  ei^iiT.  both  in  and 
oat  of  die  anny ;  and  I  assare  jon  that  I  siuoere- 
\j  lament  that  people  of  ao  much  pabtic  vimie 
fibould  he  a«(aated  bj  snch  an  nnbecuming  jeal- 
ousy,  tomtAeA  on  mdi  a  narrow  principle:.''  Hav- 
ing m»^  this  dedanuno,  be  tMs,  ~  althoog^  I 
frankly  own  that  I  fv«l  a  resenlment.  yet  I  shall 
continue  to  sacriAtx  it  to  a  nobler  objoct,  the  weed 
or  that  country  in  xliich  1  have  dnwn  the  breath 


of  life,  rmolvvid  e' 
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CHAPTER   X. 

DifflcDltid  in  Filling  up  ibe  Army.— The  Conn«ticnt  TlDopl 
Peni»t  ID  guing  Horn*.  —  Their  BMvplian  There.  —  Timdjr 
Arrival  of  SpoUi  in  the  Csmp.  —  Putraui  and  the  Priw 
HoRtr.  —  A  Maraud  by  Anieriwu.  —  Kebokcd  by  Wasb- 
inglan.  —  ComHipoadsatw  nf  WaEhington  with  General 
IIov«  about  the  TnUnumt  of  Eduu  Allra —  FrUemal 
ZmI  uf  Levi  Allen.  —  Ttealmnil  of  Geuenl  Procott.  — 
ri«paraiifiBf  to  BumbaTd  Bottoa. —  Ratteiyat  Lecbnwn'i 
Point.  —  I'raj-er  of  PuiBam  for  Powder. 

Iiiy,  tbrmiDg  eT<^o  of  tbe  skeleton  of  att 
army  und^r  the  aeir  regulation?,  had 
been  a  work  of  infiniie  difficultv ;  to  fill 
it  up  was  atUt  more  difEk-ulC.  The  first  boret  of 
revolutiuuary  zeal  hail  pu^s^l  away :  enthosiasm 
had  been  chtUed  bv  the  inaction  and  oMKiotoo}''  of 
a  lotig  encamptnent, — an  eiusmpmeut,  moreover, 
deetitate  of  those  comibrts  whtcb,  in  esperieiKcd 
waAre.  are  provided  by  a  well-regulated  oin*- 
missariat.  The  truopfi  bad  suffered  privadoos  of 
evet7  kind,  want  irf  fixjd,  eloChing,  provisions. 
They  Wkeil  fi^rward  with  dismay  to  the  rigors 
of  winter,  ami  lunged  fiir  their  rustic  homes  and 
their  Gunily  firesides. 

Apprehending  dial  some  of  them  would  incline 
to  go  bume  when  the  time  •>(  their  euIisUnent 
exp'red,  W.ishinijtJjn  sumimmi-ti   ibe  gfuerui   gffi- 
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eers  to  heHil-quarterB,  and  iovltetl  a  delpgation  of 
the  Gcuei'ul  Cuttrt  h>  be  present,  [o  adopt  meaa- 
nrea  for  the  defense  and  supjKirt  of  the  liDes. 
The  result  of  their  deliberatioua  was  au  order 
that  three  tlioueand  of  the  minute  men  and  mili- 
tia of  Massachusetts,  and  two  thousand  from 
New  Hampshire,  should  be  at  Cambridge  by  the 
tenth  of  December,  to  relieve  the  Connecticut 
regiments,  and  supply  the  (]cfi(;ieDc;  thnt  would 
be  caused  by  their  departure,  aud  by  the  absence 
of  others  on  furlough. 

With  this  arraogement  the  Cotinecticut  troops 
were  made  acquainted,  and,  as  the  time  of  most 
of  them  would  not  be  out  before  the  lOtb,  they 
were  ordered  to  remain  in  uimp  until  relieved. 
Their  olCcera  assured  Washington  that  he  need 
apprehend  ao  defection  on  the  part  of  tlieir  men ; 
they  would  not  leave  the  lines.  The  officers 
themselves  were  probably  mistaken  in  their  opin- 
ion of  their  men,  for  on  tlje  lat  of  December, 
many  of  the  latter,  some  of  wjioni  belonged  to 
Putnam's  regiment,  resolved  to  go  home  imme- 
diately. Efforts  were  made  to  prevent  them,  but 
iu  viun  ;  several  carried  olT  with  them  tlieir  arms 
and  ftmmunition.  Washington  sent  a  list  of  their 
names  to  Governor  Trumbull.  "  I  submit  it  lo 
your  judgment,"  writes  he,  "  whether  au  example 
should  nut  be  made  of  tliese  men  who  have  de- 
serted the  cause  of  their  country  at  this  critical 
juncture,  when  the  enemy  are  receiving  reiuforce- 
meots  ?  " 

We  anticipate  the  reply  of  Governor  Trum- 
buEI,  receivHl  several  days  subsequently.     "  The 
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lata  extraordiuury  and  repreheosiblo  conduct  of 
Home  of  tlie  troops  of  this  colony,"  writes  he, 
"  impresses  me,  and  die  minds  of  manjr  of  our 
people,  with  i^reat  surprise  and  indigoatioiu  since 
the  treatment  they  met  with,  and  ihe  order  and 
request  uuule  to  thero,  were  so  roasouable,  and 
apparently  necessary  for  the  defense  of  our  com- 
moD  cause,  nud  safety  of  our  rights  aud  privileges, 
for  'which  they  freely  engaged." 

We  will  here  add,  thut  the  homeward-boa  ad 
warriors  seem  to  have  run  the  gauutlet  along  the 
road ;  for  their  conduct  on  quilting  the  army 
drew  upon  them  such  iudlgDation.  that  they 
could  hordly  get  anything  to  eat  on  their  jour- 
ney, and  when  they  arrived  at  home  they  met 
with  such  A  reception  (to  the  credit  of  Uie  Con- 
necticut women  be  it  recorded),  that  many  were 
eooD  disposed  to  return  aguu  to  the  camp.' 

On  the  very  day  idter  the  departure  homeward 
of  these  troops,  and  while  it  waa  feared  their  ex- 
ample would  be  contagious,  a  long,  lumbering 
train  of  wagons,  laden  with  ordnance  and  military 
Btores,  aud  decorated  with  flags,  came  wheeling 
into  the  camp  escorted  by  continental  troops  and 
country  militia.  They  were  part  of  the  cargo 
of  a  large  brigautiue  laden  with  munitions  of 
war,  captured  and  sent  in  to  Cape  Aiiu  by  tlio 
schooner  Lee.  Captain  Manly,  one  of  the  cruisers 
sent  out  by  Washington.  "  Such  universe  joy 
rau  througli  the  whole  camp,"  writes  an  ofHcer, 
"  ad  if  eadt  one  grasped  a  victory  in  his  own 
hands." 
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Beside  the  onlnance  caiitured,  there  wi-ro  two 
thousand  etaad  of  urm»,  oue  Limdred  tliousaud 
flinU,  thirty  thou^'and  round  shol,  aud  thirlj-tivo 
toDs  of  musket  bsdls. 

"  Surely  nothing,"  writes  Washiugtou,  "  ever 
cube  more  apropo*." 

It  was  iudced  a  cheering  incident,  and  was 
e&gerlj  turned  to  account.  Among  the  ordnance 
was  a  huge  braaa  mortar  of  a  new  construction, 
weigiiing  near  three  thousand  pouada.  It  wad 
considered  &  glorious  trophy,  and  there  was  a  re- 
Milve  to  christen  it.  Mifflin,  Washiugton's  secre- 
tary, suggested  the  name.  The  mortar  was  fixed 
in  a  bed ;  old  Putnam  mounted  it,  dashed  on  it 
a  bottle  of  rum,  aud  gave  it  the  name  of  "Con- 
gress." The  shouts  which  rent  the  air  were 
beard  iik  Boston.  When  the  meaning  of  them 
was  explained  to  the  British,  they  observed,  that 
"  should  ilieir  expected  rein  force  meuts  arrive  iu 
IJme,  the  rebels  would  pay  dear  in  tlie  spring  tor 
all  their  petty  triumphs." 

With  Washington,  thiB  transient  gleam  of  uau- 
tical  success  was  soon  overshadowed  by  the  cou- 
duct  of  the  cruisers  he  had  sent  to  the  St.  Law- 
rence. Failing  to  intercept  the  brigantiues,  the 
object  of  their  cruise,  they  landed  on  the  island 
of  St  John's,  plundered  the  house  of  the  gov- 
ernor and  several  private  dwellings,  aud  brought 
o&  three  of  the  principal  inhabitants  prisoners; 
oae  of  whom,  Mr.  Callbeck,  was  president  of  the 
couucil,  and  acted  as  governor. 

These  gentlemen  made  a  memorial  to  Wash- 
ington of  this  Bcaadaloos  maraud.     He  instantly 
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ordered  the  restoration  of  tlie  effects  which  bad 
Ifeen  pillaged:  of  his  conduct  toiriirda  the  gen- 
tleinea  personally,  we  may  judge  bj  the  fulloniug 
note  addressed  to  him  by  Blr.  Cullbeck. 

"  I  should  ill  deserve  the  generous  treatment 
.which  your  Excellency  has  been  pleased  U>  show 
nie,  had  I  not  the  gratitude  lo  acknowledge  so 
great  a  favor.  I  caunot  ascribe  any  jiart  of  it  to 
my  own  merit,  hut  raost  impute  the  whole  to  the 
philunthrophy  and  humane  disposition  thsl  so 
truly  characterize  General  Washington.  Be  bo 
obliging,  therefore,  as  to  accept  the  only  return 
in  my  power,  that  of  my  most  grateful  thanks." ' 

Shortly  after  the  foregoing  occurrence,  infor- 
mation was  received  of  the  indignities  which  had 
been  benped  upon  Colonel  Ethan  Allen,  when 
captured  at  Montreal  by  General  Prescott,  who, 
himself,  was  now  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  the 
Americans.  It  touched  Washington  on  a  point 
ou  which  he  was  most  sensitive  and  tenacious,  the 
treatment  of  American  officers  when  captured ; 
and  produced  the  following  letter  from  him  to 
Genernl  Howe; — 

"  Sib,  —  We  have  just  been  informed  of  a  cir- 
cumstance which,  were  it  not  «o  well  authen- 
ticated, I  should  scarcely  think  credible.  It  ia 
that  Colonel  Allen,  who,  with  his  small  party, 
was  defeated  and  made  prisoner  near  Montreal, 
has  been  treated  without  regard  to  decency,  hu- 
manity, or  the  rules  of  war ;  that  lie  has  been 
thrown  into  irons,  and  suffers  all  the  hardships 
infiicl^d  upon  common  felons. 

"  8p«rks.      IFnthini,l(m-M  Writiiyi,  vol  Hi.  p.  194. 
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"  I  think  it  1117  duty,  sir,  to  demaDiI,  aod  do 
expect  from  you,  an  eclairdsaement  on  ihis  sub- 
ject. At  iLe  siiuie  time,  I  flatter  myself,  from 
the  character  which  !^Ir.  Howe  bears  as  a  mau  of 
honor,  gciitleman.  and  soldier,  that  my  demand 
will  meet  wit}t  his  appiubalion.  I  must  lake  the 
liberty,  also,  of  infonniog  you  that  I  shall  con- 
uder  your  silence  as  a  confirmation  of  the  report, 
and  further  assuring  you,  that  whatever  trealmctit 
Colonel  Allen  receives,  whatever  fate  he  under- 
goes, Buch  exactly  shall  be  the  treatment  and  fate 
of  Brigadier  Prescott,  now  in  our  hands.  The 
law  of  retaliation  is  not  only  justifiable  in  die 
eyes  of  God  and  man,  but  absolutely  a  duty, 
which,  ill  our  present  circumstances,  we  owe  to 
our  relalioDB.  friends,  and  fellow-ciluena. 

"  Permit  me  to  add,  sir,  that  we  have  all  here 
the  highest  regurd  and  reverence  for  your  great 
personal  qualities  aud  attainments,  and  the  Amer- 
icans in  general  esteem  it  aa  not  the  le.ist  of  their 
BUsfbrtunes,  that  tlie  name  of  Howe,  a  name  bo 
dear  to  them,  should  apiiear  at  the  bead  of  the 
catalogue  of  the  instruments  employed  by  a 
wicked  ministry  for  their  destruction." 

General  Howe  felt  acutely  the  sorrowful  re- 
proach in  the  latter  part  uf  the  letter.  It  was  a 
reiteration  of  what  had  already  been  expressed 
by  Congress ;  in  the  present  instance  it  produced 
1,  if  we  may  Judge  from  the  reply. 


"  Sir,  —  \n  answer  to  your  letter,  I  am  to  ac- 
quaint you  that  niy  command  does  nut   extend  to 
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Caniuln.  Not  having  any  acotuiita  whereiu  the 
oame  of  AIIl-h  is  mentioned,  I  cannot  give  you 
the  smnllest  satisfaction  upon  the  subject  ol*  four 
letter.  But  trusting  Mnjor-geDcral  Carletou's 
conduct  will  never  incur  censure  upon  any  oc- 
casion, I  am  to  conclade  in  the  instance  of  your 
inquiry,  (hat  he  has  not  forfeited  his  past  preten- 
tions to  decency  and  humanity. 

"  It  is  wiili  regret,  cousidering  the  character 
you  have  always  mnintAined  among  your  frieuds, 
as  a  gentletnan  of  the  strictest  honor  and  delicacy, 
ihal  I  Rnd  cause  to  resent  a  sentence  in  the  con- 
clusiou  of  your  letter,  big  with  invective  against 
my  superiors,  bqJ  insuliiug  to  myself,  which  should 
obstruct  any  further  intercourse  between  us.     I 

In  transmitting  a  copy  of  his  letter  to  the  Pres- 
ident of  Congress,  Wnshingion  observed :  "  My 
I'enson  for  pointing  out  Brigadier-general  Preacott 
tts  the  object  who  is  1o  suffer  for  Mr.  Alien's  fate, 
is,  that  by  letters  from  General  Schuyler  and 
copies  of  letters  from  General  Montgomery  to 
Schuyler,  I  am  given  to  understand  that  Prescolt 
is  the  cause  of  Allen's  sutferings.  I  thought  it 
best  to  be  decisive  ou  the  occasion,  as  did  the 
geuerals  whom  I  consulted  thereon." 

For  the  sake  of  continuity  we  will  anticipate  & 
few  facts  connected  with  the  story  of  Ethan  Allen. 
Within  a  few  weeks  aAer  the  preceding  correspond- 
ence, Washington  received  a  letter  from  Levi 
Allen,  a  brother  to  the  colonel,  and  of  like  enter- 
prising and  enthusiastic  character.     It  was  dated 
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from  SalUbury  ia  Conneclicut ;  and  inclosed  nf- 
fidHviu  of  (lie  htmb  Iresimenc  his  bn>iher  had 
experienred,  and  uf  hia  being  caii&ii«d  on  board 
uf  Uie  Giitpee,  ■*  wiih  a  bar  of  iron  fixed  lo  oiie 
of  his  lege  sod  iroa  to  hb  hands."  Levi  was 
bent  upon  efiecling  his  deliTerance,  and  ilie  mode 
proposed  was  in  unison  with  ibe  bold,  but  wild 
sc-bemes  of  the  colonel.  We  qnole  his  crude, 
but  characienBlic  letter. 

"  Have  some  tlioughts  of  going  lo  England  I'n- 
cvyitito,  after  mj  brother ;  but  am  iiol  po:<itirely 
certain  he  is  sent  there,  though  believe  he  is. 
B^  your  Excellenc^r  will  fiiTor  tne  with  a  line, 
and  acquaint  me  if  any  intelligence  concerning 
him,  and  if  your  Excellency  please,  yonr  o^union 
of  the  expedieucy  of  going  after  him,  and  whether 
your  Excelleucy  would  think  proper  to  adviuice 
any  money  for  ihat  purpose,  as  my  brother  was  a 
man  blessed  with  more  fortitude  than  fortune. 
Tour  EzwUency  may  think,  at  first  thought,  I 
can  do  noiliing  by  going  to  Eugland ;  I  teel  sa  if 
I  oould  do  11  great  deal,  by  raising  a  mob  in 
London,  bribing  the  jailer,  or  by  getting  into  some 
servile  employment  with  the  jailer,  and  over-fwth- 
fuluess  make  myself  master  of  the  key,  or  at 
least  be  able  to  lay  my  hand  on  it  some  ni^t. 
I  beg  your  Excellency  will  countenance  my  going ; 
can  rauster  mure  than  one  bundral  pounds,  my 
own  property  ;  shall  regard  spending  that  no  more 
than  one  copper.  Your  Excellency  must  know 
Allen  woa  not  only  n  brother,  but  a  real  friend 
that  Btickclh  closer  than  a  bit>ther." 

In  a  postscript  he  adds,  "cannot  lire  without 
gMng  to    England,  if  my  brother  is  seut  there." 
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Ill  re]il}'.  Wii<i|iiiigtoD  intimftted  a  belief  tliat 
the  colonel  liad  btiea  sent  to  EtiglAnil,  but  db- 
countenaiiced  Levi's  wild  project  ol'  folio nriog 
liim  tliillier  ;  uit  lliere  was  do  probabililj  of  its 
euGcess,  and  ho  would  be  runniug  himself  tola 
danger  wit  bout  a  proepecl  of  renderiug  service  to 
bis  brother. 

The  measure  of  retaliaiion  mentitined  Id  Wash- 
ington's letter  to  Howe,  was  actuullj'  tueted  out 
by  Congress  on  the  arrival  of  GeiienJ  Presoolt 
in  PhiladelphiiL  He  was  ordcnni  iota  dcae  oon- 
fiuement  in  the  jail ;  though  not  put  iu  irous.  He 
was  subsequently  rek-iiSed  from  coiifiaemeDt,  on 
aooount  of  ill  IichIUi.  aitd  was  tn^ed  by  mme 
Philadelphia  fttmilit^  with  uumeriled  bospitslity.' 

At  the  time  of  the  foregoing  correspondeQCB 
with  Howe,  Wnshioglon  was  eameslly  occupied 
preparing  works  for  tbe  bombardment  of  Bostoa, 
sbonld  tlut  mettsaiv  be  resolved  upon  by  Congrew. 
Goieial    Putoam,  in  ihe  preceding  moDtb,  bad 
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taken  possession  in  [lie  night  of  Cobble  Uiil  with- 
out moleelation  from  the  enem^,  though  n  com- 
manding eminence;  nnd  ic  Iwo  <taye  hnd  ci>n- 
etmcted  a  work,  nbicb,  from  its  strength,  was 
named  Pntnam's  impregnable  fortress. 

He  WA3  riow  engiiged  on  another  work  on 
Lechnoere  Point,  to  be  connected  with  the  works 
»ii  Cobble  Hill  by  a  bridge  thrown  aeroas  Willis' 
Creek,  and  a  covered  way.  Leehmere  Point  is 
immediately  opposite  the  west  part  of  Boston ;  and 
the  Scarborough  shipn^f-war  wna  ancliured  near 
it.  Putnam  availed  himself  of  a  dark  and  foggy 
day  (Dec.  17).  to  commence  operations,  and  broke 
ground  with  four  hundred  men,  at  ten  o'clock  in 
the  moraing,  on  a  hill  nt  the  Point.  "The  mist," 
says  a  contemporary  account,  "  was  bo  great  as 
to  preTent  the  enemy  from  discovering  what  he 
was  abont  niitil  near  twelve  o'clock,  wlien  it 
clenred  up,  and  opened  to  their  view  otir  whole 
party  at  the  Poiiit,  and  another  at  the  caiiaeway 
throwing  a  bridge  over  the  creek.  The  Scarhor- 
ough,  anchored  olf  the  Point,  poured  In  a  broad- 
side. The  enemy  from  Boston  threw  shells.  The 
garrison  at  Cobble  Hill  returned  fire.  Our  men 
were  obliged  to  decamp  from  the  Point,  but  the 
work  was  resumed  by  tbe  brave  old  general  at 
night." 

On  the  next  morning,  a  cannonade  from  Cobble 
Hill  obliged  the  Scarborough  to  weigh  anchor, 
and  drop  down  below  the  ferry ;  and  General 
Heath  was  detached  with  a  party  of  men  to  carry 
on  the  work  which  Putnam  bad  commenced.  Tbe 
enemy  resumed  their  fire.     Sentinels  were  placed 
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to  give  Dotice  of  a  hIioi  or  sliell ;  the  men  wouM 
crauch  down  or  dodge  it,  and  continuo  ou  with 
ilicir  woi'k.  TliB  fire  ceaactl  in  tlis  ftfiernoon. 
Hiid  Wasliington  visiteil  ihe  hill  acoompaoied  bj 
several  otlicers,  and  inspected  the  progress  of  the 
work.  It  was  to  consist  of  two  redoubts,  on  one 
of  which  was  to  be  r  mortar  battery.  There 
WHS,  US  yet,  a  deticicDuy  of  ordnance;  but  the 
jjrize  mortw  was  to  be  mounted  which  Putnam 
had  recently  christened,  "  Tlie  CougreBs,"  From 
the  spirit  with  which  the  work  was  carried  oD, 
Washington  trusted  that  it  would  soon  be  com- 
pleted, "  and  then,"  said  he,  "  if  wo  have  powder 
to  sport  with,  aad  Congress  gives  Ihe  word, 
Boston  can  be  bomlNirded  from  this  point." 

For  several  da^s  the  labor  at  the  works  was 
continued ;  the  redoubts  were  thrown  up,  aud  a 
covered  way  was  constructed  leading  down  lo  the 
bridge.  All  this  was  done  notwtthsl&nding  the 
continual   fire  of  the  enemy.     The   letter  of  a 

iiiah  officer  gives  his  idea  of  the  efficiency  of 
work. 

"  The  rebels  for  some  days  have  been  erecting 
a  battery  on  Phipps"  Farm.  Tlie  new  construcled 
mortar  taken  on  board  the  ordnance  brig,  we  are 
told,  will  be  mounted  upon  it,  and  we  expect  a 
warm  salute  from  the  shells,  another  part  of  that 
vessel's  cargo ;  so  that,  in  spite  of  her  capture, 
we  are  likely  to  be  complimented  with  the  con- 
tents of  her  lading." 

"  If  the  rebels  can  complete  their  battery,  this 
town  will  be  on  lire  about  our  ears  a  few  hours 
iif)er ;  all  our  buildings  being  of  wood,  or  a  mis- 
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lure  of  brick  and  wood-work.  Had  llio  reboh 
erected  their  baltery  on  the  otber  siile  of  the 
town,  al  Dorcticsler,  the  itdmiral  mid  all  his 
booras  would  have  made  ibe  first  blnae,  niid  the 
burning  of  the  town  would  liave  followiH].  If 
we  cnnnol  destruy  the  rebel  buttery  by  our  f^nnt, 
we  must  mnrcli  out  and  take  it  sword  in  hand." 

Futriain  anlicipaled  gretil  etTcctit  frani  this  work, 
and  eapecinlly  froTn  hie  grand  mortBr,  "The  Con- 
gress." SlielU  there  were  in  abumJiiiioe  for  a 
bombardment ;  the  only  thing  wanting  was  a 
supply  of  powder.  One  of  the  officers,  writing 
of  the  unuxuAl  mildness  of  the  winter,  observes  : 
"  Everything  thaws  here  except  old  Put.  He  ii 
Biill  Rs  hard  as  ever,  crying  out  for  [lowder  — 
powder  —  powder.     Ye  gods,  give  us  powiier." 


CHAPTER  XI. 

Mount  Vernon  in  Danger.  —  Mn.  Wnshiiiglon  invited  lo  Uie 
Camp.  —  l.uiid  Waihington,  Ihe  General'!  Ag»nt  —Terms 
oil  nliidi  lid  Krves.  —  iDdtrucled  <o  keep  up  Ihe  Boipilalilj 
of  Ih(  Hnuse.  —  Jonmcf  of  Mn.  Wiubiuglan  lo  Camp.  — 
Her  EquiguKfl  and  LirericB.  —  AniTal  at  Camp.  —  Domei- 
tic  Affaire  at  Heid-qutrten —  Gaieties  in  Camp.  —  A 
Bravl  between  Round-jackets  and  Rifle-Eliirt*. 


|MID  the  various  concerns  of  tlie  war,  and 
iQultiplied  perplexities  of  the  camp, 
I  the  thoughts  of  Washinglou  coiiiiiiutUIj 
reverted  to  lii«  home  ou  the  bunks  of  the  Poto 
loac.  A  constant  (»rrespon(lenco  was  kept  up 
between  him  and  his  agent,  Mr.  Luod  Washing- 
Ion,  who  had  charge  of  his  various  estates.  The 
geneml  gave  clear  and  minute  directions  as  to 
their  manage  me  lit,  and  llie  agent  rendered  as 
clear  and  minute  returns  of  everything  that  bod 
be«ti  done  in  consequence. 

Aceoniiug  to  recent  accounts,  ^Slouut  Vernon 
bad  buen  con<iidered  in  dauger.  Lord  Dunmore 
was  exercising  martial  law  in  llie  Ancient  Domin- 
ion, and  il  wa»  feaivd  that  llic  favorite  abode  of 
the  "  rube!  ami mander-in -chief  would  be  marked 
out  fiir  hnsiiliiy.  mid  thai  the  enemy  might  land 
from  their  ships  in  the  Potomac,  and  Iny  il  waste. 
Wasliinglon's  brother,  >liilin  Augustine,  bad  en- 
treated Mrs.  Washington  to  lea™  iu    The  people 
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of  Loudoun  had  ntlvised  her  to  seek  reHige  be- 
yoai  the  Blue  Ridge,  tuid  tiad  offered  to  seud  a 
guard  to  escort  ber.  She  had  declined  the  offer, 
no!  coDudering  lerself  in  danger.  Luud  Wash' 
ingiOD  was  equally  free  from  apprelieiisioTia  on 
the  subject.  "  Lord  Dutimore,"  writes  he,  "  will 
hurdly  himself  Tenture  up  this  river,  iior  do  I  be- 
lieve he  frill  send  on  that  errand.  You  maj'  de- 
pend I  will  be  watcbful,  aud  upon  the  least  alarm 
persuade  lier  lo  move." 

Though  alive  lo  everything  concerning  Slunnt 
Venion,  Washingion  agreed  with  lliem  in  deem- 
ing it  in  no  present  dunger  of  inulestulion  by  the 
enemy.  Still  he  felt  for  the  loneliness  of  Mrs. 
Waxhiugtou's  situatiou,  heightened  aa  it  must  be 
by  anxiety  ort  his  own  hccouuL  On  taking  com- 
mand of  the  army,  he  hod  held  out  a  prospect  to 
her,  that  he  would  rejoin  her  at  home  in  the  au- 
tumn ;  there  was  now  n  probability  of  his  being 
-  det^ed  before  Boston  all  winler.  He  wrote  to 
her,  therefore,  by  express,  in  November,  inviting 
her  to  joiu  him  at  the  camp.  He  nt  the  same 
time  wrote  to  Lund  Washingion,  engaging  his 
continued  services  as  an  agent.  This  person, 
though  bearing  the  same  mtme,  and  probably  of 
the  same  stock,  does  not  appear  to  have  been  in 
any  near  degree  of  relationship.  Washington's 
letter  lo  him  gives  a  picture  of  his  domestic  pol- 
icy. 

"I  will  engage  for  the  year  coming,  and  the 
year  following,  if  these  troubles  and  my  absence 
continue,  that  your  wages  shall  be  standing  aud 
cerlain  at  the  highest  amount  that  any  one  year's 
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crop  Lbs  produced  jou  yet.  I  do  not  offer  this 
,BS  auy  temptntioii  Ut  induec  you  to  go  on  mora 
clieerfull/  in  prosecuting  those  aclieraes  of  miue. 
I  should  do  injustice  to  you  were  I  not  to  ro 
knowledgc,  tlial  your  conduct  lias  ever  appeared 
to  me  above  everything  sordid ;  but  I  o&er  it  in 
cons  id  e  rat  ion  of  tlie  great  cLarge  you  Lave  upoii 
your  bands,  and  my  entire  dependence  upon  your 
fidelity  aud  industry. 

"  It  is  the  greatest,  indeed  il  is  the  only  com- 
fortable refleotioti  I  eujoy  ou  this  score,  tliat  my 
business  is  iu  tlie  bands  of  a  persou  conecmiug 
whose  integrity  I  have  not  a  doubt,  and  on  whose 
care  I  can  rely.  Were  it  not  for  this,  I  should 
feel  very  unhappy  on  account  of  Ihe  situation  of 
my  affairs.  But  I  am  persuaded  you  will  do  for 
me  aB  you  would  for  yourself." 

Tiie  following  wore  his  noble  directions  con- 
cei'ning  Mount  Vernou. 

"  Let  the  hoepilalily  of  ihe  house  with  respect 
to  the  poor  1m  kept  up.  Let  uo  one  go  hungry 
away.  If  any  of  this  kind  of  people  should  be 
in  want  of  mm,  supply  their  necessaries,  provided 
it  does  not  encourage  lh<:m  lo  idleness ;  and  I 
have  no  objection  to  your  giving  my  money  in 
charity  lo  the  amount  of  forty  or  filly  pounds  a 
year,  when  you  Ihiuk  il  well  bestowed.  What  I 
mean  by  having  no  objection  is,  that  it  is  my 
desire  il  should  be  dune.  You  are  to  consider 
that  neither  myself  nor  wife,  is  now  iu  the  way 
to  do  those  good  otRces." 

Mrs.  Wuebinglon  came  on  with  licr  own  car- 
riage and  horses,  accompanied  by  her  son,  Mr. 
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Custis,  Biid  Ilia  wife.  She  travelled  by  very  ensy 
singes,  parily  oti  ftccoutiC  of  Ihe  bRdtie»a  of  the 
roada,  parlly  out  of  regard  to  the  horses,  of  wbich 
Washington  wbs  hIwbjs  very  careful,  and  which 
were  generally  remarkable  for  beauty  and  excel- 
leace.  E'corls  and  guards  of  honor  attended  her 
from  place  to  place,  and  she  was  detained  some 
lime  at  Piiiladelpliia,  by  ihe  devoted  atlentioa  of 
the  iiibabitaiils. 

Her  arrival  at  Cambridge  was  a  glad  event  ia 
the  army.  Incidental  mention  is  made  of  the 
equipage  in  which  she  appeared  there.  A  chariot 
and  four,  with  black  postilions  in  scarlet  and 
while  liveries.  It  has  been  suggested  that  this 
1VBS  an  English  style  of  equipage,  derived  from 
the  Fairfiutes  j  but  in  truth  it  was  a  style  still 
prevalent  at  that  day  in  Virginia. 

It  would  appear  that  dinner  invitations  to  head- 
quarters were  becoming  matters  of  pride  and 
solicitude.  "  I  am  much  obliged  to  you,"  writes 
Washington  to  Reed,  "  for  the  hints  respecting 
the  jealonsies  which  you  say  are  gone  abroad. 
I  cannot  charge  myself  with  incivility,  or  what  in 
my  opinion  is  .tantamount,  ceremonious  civility  to 
gentlemen  of  this  colony ;  but  if  such  my  eon- 
duct  appears,  I  will  endeavor  at  a  reformation  j 
as  I  can  assure  you,  my  dear  Reed,  that  I  wish 
to  walk  in  sui-h  a  line  as  will  give  most  general 
satisfaclioD.  You  know  that  it  was  my  wish  at 
first  to  invite  a  certain  number  to  dinner,  hut  un- 
intentionally we  somehow  or  other  missed  of  it. 
If  this  has  ^ven  rise  to  the  jealonay.  I  uin  only  say 
that  I  am  very  sorry  for  it;  at  the  same  time  I 
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odd,  thnt  it  wns  rnther  owing   t 
more  properly,  too  much  atKniion  lo  other  mat- 
ters, whif^h  caused  me  to  negluct  it" 

And  in  nnother  leiler:  — 

"  My  coDstunt  atteutiou  to  the  great  and  per- 
plexing objects  which  continually  arise  to  my 
view,  alisorba  all  lesser  considerations ;  and,  in- 
deed, scarcely  allows  me  to  reflect  that  there  is 
such  B  iMxly  as  the  General  Court  of  this  colony, 
but  when  I  am  reminded  of  it  by  a  committee ; 
nor,  can  I,  upon  recollection,  discover  in  what 
instance  I  have  been  inatleutiTe  to,  or  slighted 
them.  They  oould  not  surely  conceive  that  there 
was  a  propriety  in  unbosoming  the  secrets  of  the 
army  to  them  ;  that  it  was  necessary  lo  ask  their 
opinion  in  throwing  up  an  intrenchment  or  form- 
ing a  bsttalion.  It  must  be,  tbereJbre,  what  I 
before  hinted  lo  you ;  and  how  to  remedy  it  I 
hardly  know,  as  I  am  acquniuted  with  few  of  the 
members,  never  go  oat  of  my  own  lines,  nor  see 
any  of  rfiem  in  them." 

The  presence  of  Mrs.  Washington  soon  re- 
lieved the  general  from  tliis  kind  of  perplexity. 
She  presided  at  head-quarters  with  mingled  dig- 
nity and  affability.  We  have  an  anecdote  or  two 
of  the  internal  affairs  of  head-quarters,  Aimished 
by  the  descendant  of  one  who  was  an  occasional 
inmate  there. 

Washington  had  prayers  morning  and  evening, 
and  was  regular  in  his  attendance  at  tlie  church 
in  which  he  was  a  communicant.  On  one  ucciision, 
for  waut  of  n  clergyman,  the  Episcopal  service 
WHS  reait  by  Colonel  WUliani    Palfrey,  one  of 
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Wfwbingloa'B  aides-de-^amp ;  wLo  sabstituted  a 
prayer  of  hia  own  compositioo  in  place  of  the 
oao  formerly  oAered  up  for  Che  king. 

Not  long  after  lier  arrival  in  camp,  Mrs.  Wash- 
ingtoo  claimed  to  keep  Twelflh-nighc  in  due  style, 
a^  the  anniversary  of  her  wedding.  "  Tho  gen- 
eral," says  tliB  same  informant,  "  was  flomewhai 
thonghcfal,  and  said  he  was  afraid  he  must  reAise 
il."  His  objections  were  overcome,  and  Twelfth- 
uight  and  the  wedding  anniversary  were  duly  cel- 
ebrated. 

There  seems  to  have  been  more  conviviality  at 
the  quarters  of  some  of  the  other  generals ;  their 
time  and  minds  were  leas  intensely  eugrossed  by 
anxious  cares,  having  only  their  individual  de- 
partments to  attend  to.  Adjutant-general  Mif- 
fiin's  house  appears  to  have  been  a  gay  one. 
"  He  was  a  man  of  education,  ready  apprehension, 
and  brilliancy,"  says  Gtaydon  ;  "  had  spent  some 
time  in  Europe,  particularly  in  France,  and  was 
very  easy  of  access,  with  the  manners  of  genteel 
life,  though  oocasionaily  evolving  those  of  tlie 
Quaker."  ^ 

Mrs.  Adams  ^ves  an  account  of  an  evening 
party  Mt  his  house.  "I  was  very  politely  enter- 
tained and  Douccd  by  the  generals,"  writes  she, 
"more  especially  General  Lee,  who  waa  very 
urgent  for  me  to  tarry  in  town,  and  dine  with 
him  and  tlie  ladies  present  at  Hobgoblin  Hall ; 
but  I  excused  myself.  The  general  was  deter- 
mined that  I  should  not  only  be  acqumnted  with 
him,  bat  with  his  companions  too ;  and  therefore 

1  Gnyiion'i  .l/rmoirj,  p  15*. 
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placed  a  chair  liefore  me,  into  wliicU  he  ordered 
Mr.  Spoila  (liix  dog)  to  mount,  Euid  present  his 
paw  to  me  for  a  Iwtter  acquaintance.  1  could 
not  do  otherwise  than  accept  iL" ' 

Jolin  Adam^,  likewise,  gives  ua  a  picture  of 
festivities  at  head-quarters,  where  be  was  a  visit- 
ant on  the  recess  of  CongrPss. 

"I  dined  at  Colonel  Mifflin's  with  the  general 
(Washington)  and  lady,  and  a  vast  collection  of 
other  company,  among  whom  were  sis  or  seven 
sachems  and  warriors  of  tbe  French  Cau^nawaga 
Indians,  with  their  wives  and  children.  A  savi^e 
feast  they  made  of  it;  yet  were  very  polite  in  the 
Indian  style.  I  was  introduced  to  them  by  the 
general  as  one  of  the  grand  council  at  Philadel- 
phia, which  made  them  prick  np  their  ears.  They 
came  and  shook  htio'ls  with  me.'"' 

While  giving  these  familiar  scenes  and  occnr- 
reaoes  at  5ie  camp,  we  are  tempted  to  sabjoin  one 
furnished  from  the  manuscript  memoir  of  an  eye- 
witness. A  large  party  of  Virginia  riflemen,  who 
hod  recently  arrived  in  camp,  were  strolling  abont 
Cambridge,  and  viewing  the  collegiate  bnildings, 
now  turned  into  barracks.  Their  half-Indian 
equipments,  and  fringed  and  ruffled  hunting  garbs, 
provoked  the  merriment  of  some  troops  from 
Marblehead,  chiefly  (ixhermen  and  sailors,  who 
thought  nothing  equal  to  tlie  round  jacket  and 
trowsers.  A  bantering  ensued  between  them. 
There  was  snow  upon  the  ground,  and  anowballs 

1  LetUr)  of  Mr.  Jdamt,  Tol.  i.  p.  85. 

"  Adams'  Lttltrt,  rol.  ii,  p.  80,  Adsms  nilds,  Ihal  thsy 
made  bim  "law  bows  and  scnpei  "  —  a  kind  oChomaga  nsvcr 
paid  by  ao  ludisq  wanior. 
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began  to  fly  when  jokes  were  wanting.  The 
pnrlies  wftied  warm  with  the  contest  Tiiey 
dosed,  aad  camo  to  blows ;  both  sides  were  re- 
inforced, and  in  a  little  while  at  least  a  thousand 
t  fisticuffs,  and  there  was  a  tumult  in  the 
camp  worthy  of  the  days  of  Homer.  "  At  this 
juncture,"  writes  our  informant,  "  Washington 
made  his  appearance,  whether  by  accident  or  de- 
sign. I  never  knew.  I  saw  uone  of  his  aides 
with  him;  his  black  servant  just  behind  him 
mounted.  He  threw  the  bridle  of  his  own  horse 
into  hJB  servant's  hands,  sprang  from  his  seat, 
rushed  into  the  thickest  of  the  mcl^,  seized  two 
tall  brawny  rifiemen  by  the  throat,  keeping  tbeoi 
at  arm's-length,  talking  to  and  shaking  them." 

As  they  were  from  his  own  province,  he  may 
have  felt  pecidiarly  responsible  for  their  good  con- 
duct; they  were  engaged,  too,  in  one  of  those 
sectional  brawls  which  were  his  especial  abhor- 
rence; hb  reprimand  must,  therefore,  have  been  a 
vehement  one.  He  whs  commanding  in  his  sereo- 
est  momenta,  but  irresistible  in  his  bursts  of  indig- 
nation. On  the  present  occasion,  we  are  told,  hia 
appearance  and  strong-handed  rebuke  put  an  in- 
stant end  to  the  tumult.  The  combatanta  dis- 
persed in  all  directions,  and  in  less  llian  three 
minutes  none  remained  on  the  ground  but  the 
two  he  had  collared. 

The  veteran  who  records  this  exercise  of  mili- 
tary aathorily,  seems  at  a  loss  which  moat  to 
admire,  the  simplidty  of  the  process  or  tlio  vigor 
with  which  it  was  administered.  "  Here,"  write* 
he,  "  bloodshed,  imprisonments,  trials  by  cout't^ 


13i  LIFE   OF    WASHINGTON. 

EaartuU,  revengeful  feelinga  between  the  different 
corps  of  the  array,  were  happily  prevented  by 
the  physical  and  meulal  eiier^es  of  a  single  per- 
Bon,  aud  the  only  damage  resulting  from  the  tierce 
encounter  viaa  a  few  lorn  hunting  frocks  aud 
rouud  jacket*."  ^ 

Hon.  iBroel  Tnak;  who,  whea  but  t<D  yama  old,  was  id  the 
omp  at  Cunbrid^  wilh  hiii  father,  who  wu  a  lieulenuit. 
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Affure  in  CM»da.— Arnold  M  Point  Levi.  — Queliec  Hein- 
forted — Croasitig  of  tlie  St.  Lawroiiee — Lmiiiiug  in 
Wolfb'i  Cuve.  — Arnold  on  Ihe  Heighti  of  Abralism.— 
CautioDB  Counsel.  —  Quebec  Aroiued.  —  The  Invaders  baf- 
fled.—Withdraw  to  ?ohiI  Aux  Tremblea.  —  Baoming  of 
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||7V^&'U'  E  ivgain  turn  from  the  eiege  of  BoEitoD,  to 
|C'ffTMl|  ih«  invasion  of  CrdocIa,  wlijch  at  that 
I^Bm  li'i^B  shnred  the  anxious  thauglits  of 
Waaliiiigton.  His  Inst  nciMuntH  of  the  movemerila 
of  Arnold,  left  hlra  at  Point  Levi,  opposite  to  Que- 
bec. Something  brilliant  from  that  daring  ofKc«r 
was  anticipated.  It  was  his  intention  to  cross  the 
river  imniedlHtely.  Had  he  done  bo,  he  might 
have  carried  the  town  by  a  coup  de  main  ;  for  ter- 
ror as  well  us  disaffectioti  prevailed  among  the  in- 
habit an  Is.  At  Point  Levi,  however,  he  was 
brought  to  a  stand  ;  not  a  boat  was  to  be  found 
there.  Letters  wbicii  lie  hitd  di.'tpatched  somo 
days  previously,  by  two  Indians,  to  Generals 
Schuyler  and  Montgomery,  had  been  carried  by 
liis  faithless  messengers,  to  Caramhe,  the  lieuten- 
Bnt-govemor,  who,  thus  apprised  of  the  impend- 
ing danger,  had  cHU-«d  all  the  boats  of  Point  Levi 
to  be  either  removed  or  deslroyed. 
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Ariiolil  was  not  a  man  to  be  di^liearteneil  by 

difficulties.  With  great  eierfiona  he  procured 
iiboitt  forty  birch  catioes  from  the  Caiiadiiii^  and 
ladiaiis,  with  forty  of  the  latter  to  navigate  tbem  i 
but  stormy  wiads  nrose,  and  for  some  days  the 
river  was  too  boiateroua  for  such  frail  craft.  In 
the  mean  lime  the  garrison  at  Quebec  was  gaiu- 
irig  strength.  Recruits  arrived  from  Nova  Scotia. 
The  velernn  Maclean,  loo,  who  had  been  driven 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Sorel  by  the  deiachinent 
under  Brown  and  Livingston,  arrived  down  tbe 
river  with  his  corps  of  Royal  Highland  Emi- 
grants, and  threw  himself  into  the  place.  Tbe 
lAzard  frigate,  the  Hornet  sloop-of  war,  and  two 
armed  schoouera  were  stationed  in  tbe  river,  and 
guard-boats  patrolled  at  nigliL  The  prospect  of 
a  successful  ntlack  upon  ihe  place  was  growing 
deepernte. 

On  the  13th  of  November,  Arnold  received  in- 
telligeace  that  Montgomery  had  captured  St.  John's. 
He  was  instantly  roused  to  emulation.  His  men, 
too,  were  inspirited  by  tbe  news.  Tbe  wind  bad 
abated ;  he  determined  to  cross  the  river  that 
very  nigbL  At  a  late  hour  in  the  evening  he 
embarhed  with  the  first  division,  principally  riHe- 
roen.  The  river  was  wide  j  the  current  rapid ; 
the  birch  canoes,  easy  to  be  upset,  required  skill- 
ful management.  By  four  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
a  large  part  of  his  force  had  crossed  without  being 
perceived,  and  landed  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
above  Cape  Diamond,  at  Wolfe's  Cove,  bo  called 
from  being  tbe  landing-place  of  that  gallant  ooni- 
mander. 
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JiiBt  theii  a  guortt-boBl.  belonging  to  tlio  Liz- 
ard,  camt;  nIowIj  along  shore  Hnd  dismvereii  them. 
They  bailed  it,  and  ordered  it  lo  land.  Not  com- 
plyJDg  it  wnH  fired  into,  and  three  men  were  killed. 
The  boat  instantly  pulled  for  the  frigate,  giving 
TOciferouB  nlHrm. 

Without  waiting  the  arrival  of  the  residue  of 
his  men,  for  whom  the  cnnoea  had  been  dispatched, 
Arnold  led  those  who  had  landed  to  the  foot  of 
the  craggcd  defile,  once  scaled  by  Ihe  intrepid 
Wolfe,  and  scrambled  up  it  in  all  haste.  By 
daylight  he  had  planted  his  daring  flag  on  the 
far-famed  Heights  of  Abraham. 

Here  the  muin  difficulty  stared  him  in  the  face. 
A  strong  line  of  walls  and  baations  traversed  the 
promontory  from  one  of  its  precipitous  sides  to 
the  other;  inclosing  the  upper  aud  lower  towns, 
On  the  right,  the  great  bastion  of  Cape  Diamond 
crowned  the  rocky  height  of  that  name.  On  the 
left  was  the  bastion  of  La  Poltisae,  close  by  the 
gate  of  St.  John's  opening  upon  the  barracks  ;  the 
gate  where  Wolfe's  anlagonist,  the  gailant  Mont- 
calm, received  his  death  wound. 

A  council  of  war  was  now  held.  Arnold,  who 
had  some  knowledge  of  the  place,  was  for  dashing 
forward  at  once  and  storming  the  gate  of  St.  John's. 
Had  they  done  so,  they  might  have  been  success- 
ful. The  gate  was  open  and  unguarded.  Through 
some  blunder  and  delay,  a  message  from  the  com- 
mander uf  the  Lizard  to  the  lieutenant-governor 
had  not  yet  been  delivered,  and  no  alarm  hod 
reached  the  fortress. 

The  formidable  aspect  of  the  place,  however, 
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BWed  Aroold's  associates  in  couDcil.  Tliejr  caa- 
sidered  that  their  whole  force  tcbb  but  between 
Beven  and  eight  hundred  men ;  that  nearly  one 
third  of  tliuir  lire-arras  had  been  reudered  uselesa, 
and  mufh  of  their  ammuniliun  damaged  in  their 
march  tlirough  the  wilderness ;  ihe^  had  no  artil- 
lery, and  the  fortreBs  looked  too  strong  lo  be  car- 
ried by  a  coup  de  main.  Cautious  counsel  is 
ofleu  falal  to  a  daring  enterprise.  While  the 
council  of  war  deliberated,  the  TaFoitilile  moment 
passed  away.  The  lieutenant-governor  received 
the  lardy  message.  He  hastily  assembled  the 
luerubauls,  ofHcera  of  militia,  and  captains  of  mer- 
chant ve^els.  All  promised  to  stand  by  him ;  he 
had  strong  distrust,  however,  of  the  French  part 
of  the  population  and  the  Canadian  militia ;  his 
mai[i  reliance  was  on  Colonel  Maclean  and  his 
Boyal  Highland  Emigrants. 

The  din  of  arms  now  resounded  through  the 
streets.  The  cry  was  up  —  "  The  enemy  are  on 
the  Heights  of  Abraham  I  The  gale  of  St.  John's 
is  open  1  "  There  was  an  attempt  to  shut  iL  The 
keys  were  not  to  be  found.  It  was  hastily  secured 
by  ropvs  and  handspikes,  and  the  walls  looking 
upon  the  heights  were  soon  manned  by  the  loili- 
tary,  and  thronged  by  the  po|iuIace. 

Arnold  paraded  his  men  within  a  hundred  yards 
of  the  nails,  and  caused  them  to  give  three  hearty 
cheers  ;  hoping  to  escite  a  revolt  in  the  place,  or 
to  provolie  the  scanty  garrison  to  a  sally.  There 
were  a  few  scattered  cheerings  in  return ;  but  (be 
taunting  bravo  failed  to  produce  a  sortie  ;  the  gov- 
eruor  dared  not  venture  beyond  the  walls  with  part 
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of  Lis  gnrrisoii,  Ijavjng  too  little  cciafiJeiicc  Jn  the 
loyally  of  those  who  would  remain  behiud. 
There  tvoa  same  flricig  ou  the  part  of  tlie  Ameri- 
cans, btit  merely  as  an  additional  taunt ;  they 
vere  too  far  off  for  their  tniisketry  to  have  effect. 
A  large  cannon  on  the  ramparts  was  brought  to 
betir  on  them,  and  matches  were  procured  from 
the  Lizard,  with  which  to  fire  it  off.  A  few  shots 
obliged  the  Americans  to  retire  and  encamp. 

In  the  evening  Arnold  sent  a  flag,  demanding 
in  the  name  of  the  United  Colonies  the  surrender 
of  the  place.  Some  of  (he  disaffected  and  the 
fiiinl-hearted  were  inclined  to  open  the  gates,  but 
were  held  in  check  by  the  mastilT  loyalty  of  Mac- 
lean. The  veteran  guarded  the  gate  with  his 
Highlanders;  forbade  all  communication  with  the 
besiegers,  and  Hred  upon  their  flog  as  an  ensign 
of  rebellion. 

Several  days  elapsied.  Arnold's  flags  of  truce 
were  repeatedly  insulted,  but  be  saw  the  futility 
of  resenliug  it,  and  attacking  the  place  with  his 
present  means.  The  inhabitants  gradually  recov- 
ered from  their  alarm,  and  armed  themselves  to 
defend  their  property.  The  sailors  and  marines 
proved  a  valuable  addition  to  the  garrison,  which 
now  really  meditated  a  sortie. 

Arnold  received  information  of  all  this  from 
friends  within  the  walla  j  he  heard  about  the  same 
time  of  the  capture  of  Montreal,  and  that  Gen- 
eral Carletnn,  having  escaped  from  that  place,  was 
on  his  vinj  down  to  Quebec  He  thought  at  pres- 
ent, therefore,  to  draw  off  on  the  1 9th  to  Point  aux 
Trembles  (Aspen-tree  Point),  twenty  miles  above 
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Quebec,  tbere  to  await  the  amTal  of  General 
Montgomery  with  troops  and  artillery.  As  his 
little  armj  wended  its  way  along  tlio  high  bank 
of  the  river  towards  its  destined  encampment,  ft 
vessel  pnsaed  below,  which  had  just  touched  at 
Point  aux  Trembles.  On  board  of  it  was  Gen- 
eral Curlelon,  hurrying  on  to  Quebec. 

It  was  not  long  before  the  distant  booniing  of 
artillery  told  of  his  arrival  at  his  post,  where  he 
resumed  a  stern  command.  He  was  unpopular 
among  the  inhabi touts  ;  even  the  British  merchants 
and  other  men  of  buainesa,  were  offended  by  the 
coldness  of  his  manners,  and  his  cotifliiing  his  in* 
timacy  to  the  military  and  the  Canadian  noblesse. 

Ho  was  aware  of  his  unpopularity,  and  looked 
round  him  with  dbtrust ;  bis  first  measure  was  to 
turn  out  of  the  place  all  suspected  persons,  and 
all  who  refused  to  uid  iti  its  defense.  This 
caused  a  great  "  trooping  out  of  town,"  but  what 
was  lost  iu  numbers  was  gained  in  strength.  With 
the  loyally  disposed  who  remained,  he  busied  him- 
self in  improving  the  defenses. 

Of  the  constant  anxiety,  yet  enduring  hope, 
with  which  Washington  watched  this  hazardous 
euterprise,  we  have  evidence  in  bis  various  letters. 
To  Arnold,  when  at  Point  Levi,  batHed  in  the 
expectation  of  Boding  the  means  of  making  a 
dash  upon  Quebec,  he  writes :  "  It  is  not  in  the 
power  of  any  man  to  commoad  success,  but  you 
have  done  more,  you  have  deserved  it ;  and  before 
this  time  (Deo.5ih),  I  hope  you  have  met  with 
the  laurels  which  are  due  to  your  toils,  iu  the 
possessioi)  of  Quebec 
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"I  have  no  doubt  but  a  junction  of  your  de- 
tachment with  the  anny  under  General  Mont- 
gotuery,  is  effected  before  this.  If  so,  jou  will 
put  yourself  under  his  command,  and  will,  I  am 
persuaded,  give  him  all  the  assistance  iu  your 
power,    to  liuish    the   glorious   work    you    have 
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by  Toriea.  — Le«  sent  lo  ils  Belief.  — Hi»  Vigorons  Waa- 
ora.  — Thg  Army  DisbaDding.  —  Wwhingtoa's  Peqilex- 
ities.  —  Sympatlij  of  Gencnl  Gratae.  —  Uin  Lay&lly  in 
Time  of  Trouble.  —  The  CriBia.  —  CheenDg  Newi  from  C«D- 
Hda.  —  Gloomy  Opening  of  the  New  Year.  —  News  ftom 
Colonel  Knoi. 

^^^SN  tbe  month  of  December  a  vessel  bad 
IqC  |M  bec-11  captured,  bcEiring  supplies  from 
IWf^Jj  Lord  Duntuore,  lo  ihe  army  iit  Boaton. 
A  letter  on  board  from  iiis  lordship  lo  General 
Howe,  invited  him  to  transfer  tbe  war  to  the 
nnilhera  coloniea  ;  or,  at  all  eveuts,  to  seod  rein- 
forcemenia  tbilfaer ;  intimHling  at  the  same  time 
his  plan  of  proclaiming  liberty  to  indentured  ser- 
vaDts,  Degvoes,  and  uthera  appertaining  to  rebels, 
and  inviting  them  to  join  Hb  Mujesty'a  Iroope. 
In  a  word,  —  lo  inflict  upon  Virginia    the  bor- 


'sof  a 


vilen 


"  If  this  man  is  not  crnshed  before  spring," 
writes  Wasbinglon,  "  he  will  bewme  tbe  most 
formidable   enemy  America    has.     His    strength 

will  increase  as  a  snowball Motives 

of  resentment  ■  aciuale  his  conduct    (o  a  degree 
equal  to  tbe  destruction  of  tbe  colony." 
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General  Lee  took  the  occaaioD  ti 
own    sjatem    of  policy,  wliich  was 
rigid  wherever  men  in  authority  and  tories  were 
concerned.     It  was  the  old  grudge  against  min- 
blers  and  their  adherents  set  on  edge. 

'*  Had  my  opinion  been  thought  worthy  of 
allentian,"  would  he  say,  "  Lord  DnnmorB  would 
have  been  tlisarmed  of  his  teeth  and  claws."  He 
would  have  seized  Tryon  too,  "and  all  his  lories 
at  New  York,"  and,  having  struck  the  stroke, 
would    have   applied    to   Congresa   for   approba- 

"  1  propose  the  following  measures,"  would  he 
add  :  "  To  seize  every  governor,  government  man, 
placeman,  tory,  and  enemy  to  liberty  on  the  con- 
tinent, to  confiscate  their  estates ;  or  at  least  lay 
them  under  heavy  contributions  for  the  public 
Their  persons  should  be  secured,  in  some  of  the 
interior  towns,  as  hostages  fur  the  treatment  of 
those  of  our  parly,  whom  the  fortune  of  war  shall 
throw  into  their  hands ;  they  should  be  allowed 
a  reasonable  pension  out  of  their  fortunes  for 
their  maintenance."^ 

Such  was  the  policy  advocated  by  Lee  in  his 
letters  and  conversation,  and  he  soon  had  an  op- 
portunity of  carrying  it  partly  into  operation. 
Rhode  Island  had  for  some  lime  pa^t  been  dom- 
ineered over  by  Captain  Wallaee  of  the  royal 
navy;  who  had  stationed  himself  at  Newport 
with  an  armed  vessel,  and  obliged  the  place 
to  furnish  him  with  supplies.  Latterly  he  had 
1  Lee  to  Ri>:b.  ilenry  I^.    Am.  Ardiita,  4tb  Series,  It. 
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landed  in  Cooanicut  Island,  opposite  to  Newport, 
with  8  number  of  »aitora  and  oinrinen,  plundered 
aod  burnt  lionses,  and  driven  off  cattle  for  the 
supply  of  the  army.  In  his  exactions  and  mar 
raudiug»,  lie  was  ^d  lo  have  received  coniite- 
nance  from  the  lory  part  of  (he  iuhubiiants.  It 
was  DOW  reporled  that  a  naval  armament  was 
coming  from  Boston  against  the  island.  In  tliia 
emergency,  the  governor  (Cooke)  wrote  lo  Wash- 
ington, requesting  roiliiary  aid,  and  an  efficient 
officer  lo  put  the  island  in  a  stale  of  defense,  sug- 
gesting the  name  of  General  Lee  for  the  pur- 
pose. 

Lee  undertook  the  task  with  alacrity.  "  I  sin- 
cerely wish,"  said  Washington,  "  be  may  be  able 
lo  do  it  with  effect ;  as  that  place,  in  its  present 
state,  is  an  asylum  &>r  such  as  are  disoficctad  to 
Ameriou)  liberty." 

Lee  set  out  for  Rhode  Island  with  his  guard 
and  a  party  of  riflemen,  and  at  Providenoe  was 
jtuned  by  the  cadet  company  of  thai  place,  and 
ft  nnmber  of  minnle  men.  Preceded  by  tbese.be 
enterod  the  town  of  Newport  on  Christmas-day, 
in  military  style.  While  there,  be  summoned 
before  liira  a  number  of  persons  wfao  had  sap- 
plied  the  enemy ;  some  according  to  a  vatnta- 
tion  originally  made  between  Wallace  and  ifae 
autltoriiies,  others,  as  it  was  suspected,  throng 
lory  feelings.  All  were  obliged  by  Lee  to  take 
ft  leM  oath  of  hb  own  derail^  by  which  llwy 
■*  religioual J  swore  tbftt  tbey  would  neither  di- 
neilj,  nor  indit«cdy,  assist  the  widied  ii^tm- 
tUNli  of  minbtcriftl  lyrftiwy  and  villainy  oon- 
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hwdIj  called  tiie  king's  Iroopa  and  navy,  by  fur- 
nishing them  with  provisions  anil  refreshments." 
They  swore,  moreover,  to  "denounce  till  traitors 
before  the  public  aulboriiy,  and  to  take  arms  in 
defense  of  American  liberty,  whenever  required 
by  Congress  or  the  provincial  authority."  Two 
custom-hou^e  otlicerg,  and  another  person,  who 
refused  lo  take  the  outh,  were  put  under  guard 
and  sent  lo  Providence.  Having  laid  out  works, 
and  given  directions  for  fortifications,  Lee  re- 
turned lo  camp  after  an  absence  of  ten  days. 
Some  of  his  proceedings  were  considered  loo 
high-handed,  and  were  disapproved  by  Congress. 
Lee  miidn  light  of  legislative  ceusures.  ■'  One 
roust  noi  bu  irararaeled  by  laws  in  war-time," 
said  he  ;  "  in  a  revolution,  all  means  are  legal." 

Waahington  approved  of  his  measures.  "  I 
h&ve  seen  Gieneral  Lee  since  his  expedition," 
writes  he,  "  and  hope  Rhode  Island  will  derive 
some  advantage  from  it.  I  ain  told  that  Cap- 
tain Wallace's  ships  have  been  supplied  tor  some 
time  by  llie  town  of  Newport,  on  certain  condi- 
tions stiptilaled  between  him  and  the  commit- 
tee  I   know    not    what    pernicious 

conaequeuces  may  result  from  a  precedent  of  this 
sort.  Other  places,  circumstanced  as  Newport  is, 
may  foLow  the  example,  and  by  that  means  their 
whole  fleet  and  army  will  be  furnished  with  what 
it  highly  concerns  us  to  keep  from  them.  .  . 
.  .  Vigorous  regulations,  and  snch  as  at  an- 
other time  would  appear  extraordinary,  are  now 
become  absolutely  necessary  for  preserving   our 
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coanliy  against  the  Elridcs  of  lyrsuiiy,  makiog 
against  iu" ' 

December  had  been  throughout  b  month  of 
severe  trial  to  Washington  ;  during  which  he  saw 
hb  Hrmy  dropping  away  piecemeal  before  his 
ejres.  Homeward  every  face  was  turned  aa  soon 
as  the  term  of  enlistment  was  at  an  end.  Scarco 
could  liie  disbanding  troops  be  kept  a  few  days 
in  camp  untii  militia  could  he  procured  to  supt- 
ply  tlieir  place.  Washington  made  repealed  and 
animated  appeals  to  their  patriotism  ;  they  were 
almost  unheeded.  He  caused  popular  and  pa- 
triotic songs  to  be  sung  about  ihe  camp.  Tliey 
passed  by  like  the  idle  wiud.  Home !  home  ! 
home !  throbbed  in  every  liearL  "  The  desire 
of  retiring  into  a  chimDey-conier,"  says  Washing- 
ton reproachfully,  "  seized  the  troops  ua  soon  as 
tlieir  terms  expired." 

Can  we  wonder  at  it?  They  were  for  the 
most  part  yeomanry,  unused  to  military  restraint, 
and  suffering  all  tlie  hardships  of  a  starveling 
camp,  almost  within  sight  of  the  smoke  of  their 
own  firesides. 

Greene,  throughout  this  trying  month,  was 
conlinunlly  by  Washington's  side.  His  letters 
expressing  the  same  cares  and  apprehensions,  and 
occasionally  in  the  same  language  with  those  of 
the  commander- in-chief,  show  how  completely  he 
WHS  in  his  councils.  He  could  well  sympathiEe 
with  him  in  his  solicitudes.  Some  of  his  own 
Rhode  Island  troops  were  with  Arnold  in  his 
Canada  expedition.     Others  encamped  on  Pros- 

1  Wad.ingion  to  Gov.  Cooke,     Sparks,  iii.  327. 
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pect  Hill,  &Dd  whose  order  nud  diacipliim  bad 
tttwn  his  pritle,  were  evincing  ihe  prevalent  dis- 
position to  disba[id.  '■  Tlicy  seem  to  be  bo  sick 
of  this  way  of  life.  And  so  boniesick,"  writes  he, 
"  tli&t  I  fear  the  greuter  port  of  the  best  troops 
from  our  colony  will  soon  go  home."  To  pro- 
vide Hgiiinat  BucU  a  contingency,  he  strengthened 
his  encHmpmeiil,  so  that,  "  if  the  soldiery  should 
Dot  engage  as  cheerfully  as  he  expected,  he  might 
defend  it  with  a  less  number."  ^ 

Siill  he  was  buoyant  and  cheerful ;  frequently 
on  his  whit«  horse  about  Prospect  Hill,  harang- 
uing big  men,  and  endeavoring  to  keep  them  in 
good  humor.  "  This  is  no  time  for  disgusting 
the  soldiery,"  would  he  say,  "  when  their  aid  is 
so  essential  to  the  preservation  of  the  rights  of 
human  nature  and  the  liberties  of  America." 

He  wore  the  same  cheery  aspect  to  Ihe  eom- 
munder-iri-chief;  or  rather  he  partook  of  his  own 
hopefat  spirit.  "  I  oipect,"  would  he  say,  "  the 
army,  notwithstanding  all  the  difRculties  wo  meet 
witli,  will  be  full  in  about  six  weeks." 

It  was  this  loyalty  in  time  of  trouble,  this 
buoyancy  under  depression,  this  thorough  patri- 
otism, which  won  for  him  the  entire  confidence  of 
Washington. 

The  thirty-first  of  December  arrived,  the  crisis 
of  the  army ;  for  with  that  month  espired  the 
last  of  the  old  terms  of  enlistment.  "  We  never 
have  been  so  weak,"  writes  Greene,  "as  we  shall 
be  to-morrow,  when  we  dismiss  the  old  troops." 
On  ihb  day  Washington  received  cheering  intel- 

1  Gwane  to  Ibniy  Wird. 


LIFE  OF   WABBINOTOS. 


ligeDce  frum  Ciitiaila.  A  juuction  had  token 
place,  a  moDth  previously,  between  Arnold  and 
Montgomeiy  at  Point  aux  Trambles.  They  were 
about  two  thousHDiJ  strong,  aDd  were  making 
every  prepiiratloQ  for  altncking  Quebec.  Carle- 
ton  wua  aoid  to  bave  with  him  but  about  twelve 
liuDdred  men,  the  majority  of  whom  were  aailora. 
It  WB9  thought  that  the  French  would  give  up 
Quebec,  if  tboy  could  get  the  eame  couditioos 
that  were  granted   to  the  inhabitants  of  Mont- 

Thua  the  year  closed  upon  Waahingion  with  a 
ray  of  light  &om  Canada,  while  all  was  doubt 
BTOUod  him. 

On  the  following  morning  (January  1st,  1776), 
bis  army  did  not  amount  lo  (en  thousand  men, 
and  was  composed  of  but  half-filled  regiments. 
Even  in  raising  this  inadequate  force,  it  had  been 
neoessary  to  indulge  many  of  the  men  with  fur- 
loughs, that  lliey  might  visit  their  families  and 
friends.  The  expedient  resorted  to  in  equipping 
the  army,  show  the  prevailing  lack  of  araiB. 
Those  soldiers  who  retired  from  service,  were 
obliged  to  leave  their  weapons  for  their  succes- 
sors, receiving  their  appraised  value.  Those  wbo 
enlisted,  were  required  to  bring  a  gun,  or  were 
charged  a  dollar  for  the  use  of  one  during  the 
campaign.  He  who  brought  a  blanket  was  al- 
lowed two  dollars.  It  was  impoHsiblo  to  furnish 
uniforms  ;  the  troops,  therefore,  presented  a  mot- 
ley appearance,  in  garments  of  divers  cuts  and 
colors ;  the  price  of  each  man's  garb  being  de- 
ducted from  Ilia  {uiy. 

1  Ullsr  ni  WasbinKtan  to  (be  Presideat  of  Cuiigresa.DiK:.  31, 
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The  detaclimeiiis  of  militin  from  the  neigh- 
boring pivTiuces  which  replnced  tlie  ilisbiuidiiig 
tTxx>pa,  remaiiiud  but  for  brief  periods ;  bo  thai, 
in  det>|>ite  of  every  eflbrt,  ihe  lines  were  of\eti 
but  feebly  maoaeJ,  and  might  easily  have  Twen 

The  anxiety  of  Wosbinglon,  in  tliia  critical 
alate  of  llio  Brmy,  may  be  judged  from  his  cor- 
respondence with  Reed.  "  It  is  easier  to  conceive 
thiiu  to  di.-8cribe  the  situation  of  my  mind  for 
some  lime  post,  and  my  feelings  under  our  pres- 
ent  circumstaiicee,"  writes  he  on  the  4th  of  Jan- 
nary.  "  Search  the  volumes  of  history  through, 
and  I  much  queetioo  whether  a  case  similar  to 
nan  is  to  be  found,  namely,  to  maintain  a  post 
against  Ihe  power  of  the  British  tro(i|)B  for  six 
months  together,  without  powder,  and  then  to 
have  one  army  disbanded  and  another  raised 
within  the  sane  distance  (musket  shot)  of  a  rein- 
forced enemy.  What  may  be  the  issue  of  the 
last  maaeuver,   lime   only   can    unfold.       I   wish 

■Ilia  montli  were  well  over  our  head 

We  are  now  left  with  a  good  deal  less  ihan  half- 
ndsed  regiments,  and  about  five  thousand  militia, 
wbo  only  stand  engaged  to  the  middle  of  this 
monlli ;  when,  according  to  custom,  ihey  will  de- 
part, let  the  necessity  of  their  slay  be  ever  so 
nrgeot.  Thus,  for  miir«  ihan  two  moulhs  past,  I 
have  scarcely  emerged  from  one  difBculiy  before 
1  hare  been  plunged  in  another.  How  it  will 
end,  God,  in  his  great  goodness,  will  direct.  I 
■n  tlmikful  for  bb  protection  to  tbts  time.  We 
are  lold  that  we  shall  won  get  the  ann7  com- 
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pleted,  but  I  have  been  toid  so  many  tilings  wbicL 
have  never  come  lo  pass,  lliat  I  distrust  every- 
thing." 

lu  a  subsequent  letter  to  Mr.  Reed,  he  reverts 
to  ihe  subject,  and  pours  forth  his  feelings  with 
confiding  frankness.  What  can  be  more  touching 
than  the  picture  he  draws  of  tiimself  and  hia 
lonel;  vigils  about  his  sleeping  camp  ?  "  The  re- 
flection OQ  my  siluHlion  and  that  of  this  army, 
produces  many  an  ntihappv  hour,  when  all  around 
me  ore  wrapped  in  sleep.  Few  people  know  the 
predicament  we  are  in  on  a  thousand  accounts ; 
fewer  still  will  believe,  if  ruj  disaster  happens  to 
these  lines,  from  what  cause  it  flows,  t  have 
oileo  thought  how  much  happier  I  should  have 
been,  if,  instead  of  accepting  ilie  command,  under 
such  circumslances,  I  hud  taken  my  musket  on 
my  shoulder  and  entered  the  ranks ;  or,  if  I  could 
have  jus^fled  the  measure  to  posterity  and  my 
owu  oonscieuoe,  had  retired  lo  the  back  country 
aud  lived  in  a  wigwam.  If  I  sliall  be  able  to 
rise  superior  to  theee  and  many  other  difficult 
tieis,  which  might  be  enumerated,  I  shall  moat 
religiously  believe  that  the  finger  of  Providence 
is  in  it,  to  blind  the  eyes  of  our  enemies  ^  for 
surely  if  we  get  welt  through  this  mouth,  it  must 
be  for  want  of  their  knowing  the  disadvantages 
which  we  labor  under." 

Recurring  to  the  project  of  an  attack  upon 
Boston,  which  he  bad  reluclantly  abandoned  in 
deference  to  the  adverse  opinions  of  a  council 
of  war,  —  "Could  I  have  foreseen  the  difficulties 
which  have  come  upon  us ;  could  1  have  known 
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(hat  sucli  a.  hackwariliiesa  would  \\ava  bcoii  (II«- 
coverud  Huiong  the  old  soldiera  tu  iliu  otirviiMt,  nil 
the  gen  era  Ih  upon  earth  Bhoulil  not  hiivc  vua- 
vincei]  lue  of  the  pivipriety  q(  dulnyiiig  an  uUni^k 
upon  Boston  till  thia  liinii.  When  it  uuii  iiuw  bu 
attcropled,  I  will  not  undertake  to  tay  i  but  thus 
uiuuh  I  will  answer  for,  that  no  opportunity  can 
present  iiaelf  earlier  than  my  wishes." 

In  tbe  midHt  of  Lis  disouuragt;menla,  WhkL' 
ington  received  lellere  from  Knox,  bhuwiiig  iJte 
spirit  and  energy  with  which  he  wan  executing  hi« 
n  queat  of  cannon  and  ordnance  ntorea. 
He  had  Kirnggled  manfully  and  Baeeeufuily  with 
all  Ifinda  of  dil&culties  fnim  the  advonoed  aetittMi, 
tJoA  htsd  siuds,  to  getting  them  from  Tiout«It>- 
D  iLe  head  uf  Lake  Geurg«.  "  'fliree  daya 
•go,"  writes  he,  ou  the  I7lh  of  December,  "  il  waa 
very  nncertaiD  whether  we  ouuld  get  itieiu  over 
next  spring :  but  now,  pleaise  Gtnl,  ihcy 
^■11  go.  I  luiTe  made  forty'iwo  exoeeiliiigly 
t,  aitd  bare  prarided  eiglity  yoke  of 
cS^  to  drag  tfaeoi  aa  Gu-  •■  Spriugfield,  wtiare  I 
Aall  get  &t:Bh  cattle  (o  take  ibem  to  camp." 
ll  waa  tkne  lliat  hardiUpa  and  Maergmaea 
:  ifce  BMnla  of  tbe  wtU-amlU 
;   Ifaeir 
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Mi1iUJ>-  Prejurations  in  Boston.  — A  Setret  Expedition.— 
lis  OlijecL  -  Lee's  Plin  for  Iho  Security  of  New  York.  — 
Oiiiuion  of  Adstna  on  the  Subject.  —  Italnictions  to  Lee.  — 
TrruiuctiDDi<  of  Lee  in  Connecticut.  —  L«>  Policy  in  re- 
gard to  the  Tories.  —  Uoeajinesa  in  New  Torii.  —  Letter  of 
the  CommiilCF  of  Safely  to  Lee.  —  His  Eeply.  —  His  Opinion 
Of  the  P«oplo  of  Connecticut.  — Of  the  Hyaleric«l  Letter 
from  the  New  Tork  Congreea. 

IP^HJARLY  in  the  month  of  January,  there 
K  ^^1  w^  »  great  »tir  of  prepHratlon  in  Boalon 
|K^^^  liarbor.  A  fleet  of  transporta  were  tak- 
ing in  Hiipplies,  niid  mnking  arraugemeuLs  for  the 
embarkation  of  troops.  Bomb-kelches  and  flsl- 
boltomed  boats  were  getting  ready  for  wa,  as  were 
two  aloops-of-war,  which  were  to  convey  the  arm- 
ament, lis  deatitiation  was  kept  secret ;  but  woa 
confidently  surmised  by  Washiiigton. 

In  the  preceding  month  of  October,  a  letter  had 
been  laid  before  Congress,  written  by  some  person 
iti  London  of  higb  credibility,  and  revealing  a 
secret  plan  of  operations  said  to  have  been  sent  oat 
by  ministers  to  the  commanders  in  Boston.  The 
following  is  the  purport:  Possession  was  to  be 
gained  of  New  York  and  Albany,  tliroiigh  the  rs- 
sielnnce  of  Governor  Tryon,  on  whose  influence 
with  the  lory  part  of  the  population,  much  reli- 
ance was  plnced.     These  dties  were  to  be  very 
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strongly  ^rn^oiieil.  All  wlio  did  not  join  the 
king's  forces  were  lo  be  declared  rebels.  The 
Hudson  River,  and  llie  Enut  KiTer  or  Sonnd, 
were  lo  be  comrannded  by  a  number  of  small  men- 
of-war  and  cutters,  stationed  in  different  parts,  BO 
A8  wholly  to  cut  off  oil  communication  by  water 
between  New  York  and  tbe  provinces  lo  the 
itorthward  of  it ;  and  between  New  York  and 
Albany,  exoepl  for  the  king's  service  ;  and  to  pre- 
vent, also,  all  communication  between  the  city  of 
New  York  and  the  provinces  of  New  Jefsoy, 
Pennsylvania, and  tho^  to  the  Bouthward  of  then. 
"  By  these  means,"  said  the  letter,  "  the  adminls- 
tratioD  and  their  friends  fancy  they  shall  soon 
either  starve  out  or  retake  ihe  garrisons  of  Crown 
Point  and  Ticonderoga,  and  open  and  maintain  a 
safe  intercourse  and  correspondence  between  Qae- 
bec,  Albany,  and  New  York ;  and  thereby  offer 
the  fairest  opportunity  to  their  soldiery  atid  Ihe 
Canadiftns,  in  conjunction  willi  the  Indians  to  be 
procured  by  Guy  Johnson,  to  make  cotitiiiual  ir- 
ruptions into  New  Hampshire,  Massnchu setts,  and 
Connecticut,  and  so  distract  and  divide  the  pro- 
vhidal  forces,  as  to  render  it  eauy  lor  ihe  British 
•rmy  al  Boston  lo  defeat  them,  break  tlie  Bpirita 
of  the  Sfas^achusetts  people,  depopulate  their 
conntry.  and  oompel  an  absoluie  sutijection  to 
Gn«l  Briiaiu."  • 

It  was  added  that  a  lord,  high  in  the  American 
department.  Iwd  been  very  particukr  in  \a»  in- 
quines  about  ihe  Hudson  Eifer :  what  sized 
*e<Heb  could  get  to  Albany  ;  and  wlieiher,  if  bat- 

)  ^tL  Areata,  Ul  G«h,  iii,  llSl. 
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Uiries  nur«  ijriiutei]  hi  the  Higli lands,  [!iey  would 
not  coatrol  the  imvigstiou  uf  the  river,  and  preycDl 
vessels  from  {^oirig  up  and  dowii. 

This  iiiforinaiioii  baJ  already  excited  solicitude 
respecting  the  Hudson,  and  led  to  measurea  for 
its  protection.  It  was  now  surmised  that  the  ex- 
pedition preparing  to  sail  from  Bostoji,  and  which 
was  to  be  conducted  bj  Sir  Ileiiry  CliuloJi,  might 
be  destined  to  seize  upon  New  York.  How  was 
the  apprehended  blow  to  be  parried  ?  General 
Lee,  whu  was  just  relumed  from  liis  energetic 
visit  to  Bliode  Island,  offered  his  advice  and  ser- 
vices iu  the  matter.  In  a  Idler  to  Washington, 
he  urged  him  to  act  at  ouce,  and  ou  his  own  re- 
sponsibility, without  awaiting  the  tardy  and  doubl' 
ful  sanction  of  Congress,  for  which,  in  military 
matters,  Lee  had  hut  small  regard. 

"New  York  must  be  secured,"  writes  he,  "  hut 
it  will  never,  I  am  afraid,  he  secured  by  due  order 
of  the  Congress,  for  obvious  reasons.  They  tind 
themselves  awkwardly  situated  on  this  head.  You 
must  step  in  to  their  relief.  I  am  i^ensible  no  man 
Clin  be  spared  from  the  lines  under  present  cir- 
cumstances ;  but  I  would  propose  that  you  should 
detach  me  into  Counecticul,  and  lend  your  name 
for  collecting  a  body  of  votuntoora,  I  am  assured 
that  I  shall  find  no  difficulty  in  assembling  a  suf- 
ficient number  for  the  purposes  wanted.  This 
body,  in  conjimction  (if  there  should  appear  oc- 
casion to  summon  tliem)  with  the  Jersey  regiment 
under  the  command  of  Lord  Stirling,  now  at 
Eliiaheilitowu,  will  effect  the  security  of  New 
York,  and    the  expulsion  or   supprci^sion  of  that 
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dangerous  banditti  of  tones,  wtio  have 

Du  Long  Island,  with  the  professed  i 

aciiog  agaitjst  the  authority  of  CoDgresa.     Not  lo 

crush  these  serpeuts  before  their  rattles  are  grown 

wotild  be  ruinous. 

"  This  maueuver,  I  not  only  think  prudent 
and  right,  but  absolutely  necessary  to  our  ealvatiou  ; 
and  if  it  meets,  as  I  ardently  Lope  it  will,  with 
your  approbation,  the  soouer  it  b  entered  upon 
the  belter ;  the  delay  of  a  single  day  may  be 
fatal." 

Washington,  while  he  approved  of  Lee's  mili' 
tary  suggestioos,  was  cautious  in  exercising  the 
extraordinary  powers  so  recently  rested  in  him, 
and  fearful  of  transcending  them.  John  Adama 
was  at  that  time  in  the  Ticinity  of  the  camp,  and 
be  asked  his  opinion  as  to  the  practicability  and 
expediency  of  the  plan,  and  whether  it  "  might 
not  be  regarded  as  hcyond  his  line." 

Adams,  resolute  of  spirit,  thought  the  enler- 
priee  might  easily  be  accomplit^hed  by  the  friends 
of  liberty  in  New  York,  in  connection  with  Ihe 
Connecticut  people,  "  who  are  very  ready,"  said 
he,  "  upon  such  occasions." 

As  to  the  expediency,  he  nrged  ihe  vast  import- 
ance, in  the  progress  of  Ibis  war,  of  the  city  and 
province  of  New  York,  and  the  Hudson  River, 
being  the  nexiit  of  llie  northern  and  southern 
colonies,  a  kind  of  key  to  the  whole  continent,  as 
it  is  a  passage  lo  Canada,  to  the  Great  Lukes, 
and  to  all  the  Indian  nations.  No  effort  to  secure 
it  ought  to  be  omitted. 

That  it  was  within  the  limits  of  Washington's 
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coniinarid,  lie  considered  perfeclly  clear,  he  being 
"  vested  with  full  power  und  authority,  to  act  as 
he  should  thiuk  for  the  good  and  welfare  of  the 
Mr  vice." 

If  there  was  a  body  of  people  on  Long  Inland, 
armed  lo  oppose  the  American  system  of  defease, 
and  furnishing  supplies  lo  the  British  army  and 
navy,  they  were  invading  AmericHU  liberty  as 
much  as  those  besieged  io  Boston. 

If,  in  the  city  of  New  York  a  body  of  tories 
were  waiting  only  for  a  force  to  protect  them,  to 
declare  thnmselves  on  the  side  of  the  enemy,  it 
was  high  time  that  cily  was  secured.^ 

TIius  fortified,  as  it  were,  by  congresuonol 
sanction,  through  one  of  ila  moat  important  mem- 
bers, who  pronounced  New  York  as  much  within 
bis  command  as  Massachusetts,  he  gave  Lee  au- 
thority to  carry  out  hts  pbrns.  He  was  to  raise 
volunleera  in  Connecticut;  march  at  their  head 
to  New  York ;  call  in  military  aid  from  New 
Jersey ;  put  the  city  and  the  posts  on  the  Hud- 
son, in  a  posture  of  security  against  surprise ; 
disarm  all  persons  on  Long  Island  and  elsewhere, 
inimical  to  the  views  of  Congress,  or  secure  them 
in  s<:ime  other  manner  if  necessary;  am)  seize 
upon  all  metlicinea,  shirts,  and  blankets,  and  send 
them  on  for  the  use  of  the  American  nrmj. 

Lee  departed  on  his  mission  on  the  8lh  of 
January.  On  the  16th  he  was  at  New  llaven, 
railing  at  the  indecision  of  Congress.  They 
had  ordered  the  enlistment  of  troops  for  the 
security  of  New  York.  A  Connectit;nt  reg- 
'  Adsmt  10  Wuhlnglon,  Carr.  tff  Riv.,  i.  113. 
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imeut  under  Colonel  Wiiterliiiry  luid  boou  iiiiaMl, 
equipped,  and  on  the  point  of  ontlMrking  fur  Uya- 
ter  Bay,  ou  Long  lalaud,  U>  uttnek  thu  lorion,  wlio 
were  to  be  attacked  on  the  otliiir  iddu  liy  IjOiiI 
Slirliiig,  ■•  when  auddenly,"  eayn  Lee,  "  Colonel 
Waterburj  received  an  order  to  dlnlmnd  bin  I'eg- 
iment;  and  tbe  tories  are  to  remain  unmo]e»t(»l 
till  they  are  joiued  by  the  king'*  uDaiWHini." 

Trumbull,  the  governor  of  Counectiuut,  hciw- 
ever,  "like  a  nmu  uf  sense  and  njiirit,"  had  or- 
dered the  regiment  to  be  rea8«eml)led,  and  L>«u 
trusted  it  Rould  Boon  be  ready  to  tuarcb  wiUi  him. 
^I  shall  tend  immediately,"  uiid  lie,  "an  expreBN 
to  the  Congreu,  informing  tJiem  of  uxy  tiiluaLioti, 
aad  U  tbe  same  time,  conjuring  tbem  nut  lu  iutti^r 
Ibe  Kconed  Provincial  Coogreu  of  New  York 
to  defeat  measures  so  absolntely  n 


Lee's  letter  to  the  President  of  Congress, 
■bowed  thai  tbe  instructiomt  dicutvd  hy  tbe  oiod- 
erale  and  (xmeidenite  apiril  uf  Waahiiigtou,  were 
not  stroue;  euoogb  on  some  puiula,  U>  «uit  bis 
Maru  tntUlary  DOtious.  The  scbeuw,  siuijily  of 
duanniug  the  lories,  seemed  to  biui  totally  iiutf- 
fecttud ;  it  wDidd  only  embil4er  their  minds,  and 
■dd  ■nna  to  llieir  venom.  Tb^  could  and  trouUl 
alw»je  be  supplied  with  freah  arme  Iiy  Lbv  eu> 
wnj-  That  of  seising  tbe  must  dau^eruua.  would 
frum  it*  vagueuea«.  be  attended  with  eome  bad 

**  TW  fd«D  of  cxphuning  to  those  deluded  pevple 
Ike  JMli«e  of  the  American  cause,  ut  cerlahdy 
gmetam  vti  humiaue,"  <4wurved  be,  "  but  J  am 
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ftfrtud  will  be  fruideiffi.  They  are  so  riveted  in 
their  opiuioDS,  UiaL  I  am  persuaded,  should  an  an- 
gel descend  from  heaven  wi[h  his  golden  trumpet, 
and  ling  in  their  mn  that  ihnir  conduct  was  crim- 
inal, be  would  be  disregarded." 

Lee'B  notion  of  the  policy  proper  in  the  pres- 
setit  case  was,  lo  disarm  the  disaffected  of  all 
clnsses,  supplying  our  own  troops  with  tlie  arms 
tbns  seized ;  to  appraise  tbeir  estates,  and  oblige 
them  to  deposit  at  least  one  half  the  value  with 
tlie  Continental  Congress,  as  a  security  for  good 
behavior;  to  administer  the  strougeal  oath  that 
could  be  devised,  tliat  ihey  would  act  oflenuvely 
and  defensively  in  support  of  the  common  rightai 
and  finally,  to  transfer  all  such  as  should  prove 
refractory,  to  some  place  in  the  interior,  where 
they  would  not  be  dangerous. 

The  people  of  New  York,  at  all  times  very 
excitable,  were  thrown  into  a  panic  on  heamg 
that  Lee  waa  in  Connecticut,  on  his  way  to  take 
military  possession  of  the  dty.  They  appre- 
hended his  appearance  there  would  provoke  an 
attack  from  the  ships  in  the  harbor.  Some,  who 
thought  the  war  about  lo  be  brought  to  their  ovm 
door^,  packed  up  their  effects,  and  made  olf  into 
the  country  with  their  wives  and  children.  Others 
beleaguered  the  committee  of  safety  with  entreat- 
ies agmnet  the  deprecated  protection  of  General 
Lee.  Tlie  committee,  ihrongh  Pierre  Van  Cort- 
landt.  their  di^rman,  addressed  a  letter  to  Lee, 
inquiring  into  [he  motives  of  his  coming  with  an 
army  to  New  York,  and  stating  the  incapacity  of 
the  city  to  act  hostilely  against  the  ships  of  war 
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0  port,  from  lieliciency  of  powder,  and  a  want 

''  i»ilil«y  fforks.     For  iliese,  and  other  reasons, 

BH  urged  the  impropriety  of  provokiug  hostilt- 

*i  fw  die  present,  and  tlie  necessity  of  "  saving 

ippamoces,"  with  the  ships  of  war,  till  at  leaat 

ih  Bmnth  of  Alarch,  when  ihey  hoped  to  be  able 

*»  Tm  their   enemies    with    somei    countenance. 

We,  ilierefore,"  contiiiue<l    tlie  letter,  "  ar- 

\j  iri«h  to  remain  in' peace  for  a  little  time, 

^t>d  doubt  not  we  have  assigned  sufficient  reasons 

iToidiDg  at  present,  a  dilemuia,  in  which  the 

nuoe  of  a  large  bo<iy  of  troops  into  the  city, 

•iH  almost   certainly   involve  ub.      Should  yon 

^  inch  an  entrance  in  design,  we  beg  at  least 

Bn  troops  iDuy  hull  on  the  western  confines  of 

[^nnecticol,  lill  we  have  been  houorcd  by  you 

»illi  such  an  eiplanntion  on  this  iin[>ort«nt  sub- 

(tl,u  yon  may  conceive  your  duly  may  permit 

TO  to  enter  upon  with  ivj,  the  grounds  of  which, 

^  may  easily  see,  onght  to  be  kL'pt  an  entire 

Lee,  in  reply,  dated  Slamfbrd,  January  23d, 
ition  of  cotnnienciug  actual  hos- 
i  ngitinst  the  men-of-war  in  Che  harlior,  Lis 
ictions  from  the  commander-in-chief  being 
■Uf  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  taking  post 
n  axj,  or  lodging  themselves  on  Long  Island. 
e  subordinSite  purposes  were  likewise  to  be 
Reculed,  which  were  much  more  proper  to  be 
I  by  word  of  mouth  than  by  writ- 
lu  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  the  com- 
lAlee,  he  promised  U>  carry  with  him  into  the 
'"vn  JBst  troops  enough  to  secure  it  against  any 
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present  deaigua  of  tlie  euemy,  leaviu^  hia  mom 
foroe  ou  Uie  wealern  border  of  Connecticut.  "  I 
give  you  my  word,"  nildeJ  lie,  "  lliat  no  active 
service  is  proposed,  as  you  seem  to  apprehend. 
If  the  a)iij>s  of  war  are  quiet,  I  aliull  t»e  quiet ; 
but  I  (leclure  solemnly,  that  If  they  make  a  pre- 
text of  my  presence  to  fire  on  the  town,  tlie  first 
house  set  on  flanies  by  llieir  guns  shall  be  the 
funeral  pile  of  some  of*  their  best  friends." 

In  a  letter  to  Washington,  written  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  he  says  of  hie  recruiting  success  in 
Conneelicut:  "I  Hud  the  people  throughout  this 
province  more  alive  and  zealous,  than  my  most 
sanguine  expectations.  I  believe  I  might  have 
collected  two  thousand  volunteers.  I  lake  only 
four  companies  with  me,  and  Waterbury'a  reg- 
iment. ....  These  Couuecticutians  are, 
if  possible,  more  eager  to  go  out  of  tbeir  country, 
than  they  are  to  return  home,  when  thuy  have 
been  absent  for  any  considerable  time." 

Speakiug  of  the  people  of  New  York,  and 
the  letter  from  their  Provincial  Congress,  wluch 
he  inoloaea :  "  The  wliiga,"  saya  he,  "  I  meuji  the 
atout  ones,  are,  it  is  said,  very  desirous  that  a 
body  of  troops  should  march  and  be  stationed  in 
the  dty — the  timid  ones  are  averse,  merely  &om 
the  spirit  of  proerastination,  wliicb  is  tlte  diarac- 
teristic  of  timidity.  The  letter  from  the  Pro- 
vincial Congi'ess,  you  will  observe,  breathes  the 
very  essence  of  tliis  spirit ;  it  is  wofuUy  hyster- 
ical." 

By  the  by,  the  threat  eoutained  in  Lee's  reply 
about  a  "  funeral  pile,"  coming  from  a  soldier  of 
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tuB  mettle,  was  not  calculated  to  soothe  the  hys- 
terical feelings  of  the  committee  of  safety.  How 
he  conducted  himaelf  on  his  arrival  in  the  city, 
we  shall  relate  in  a  future  chapter. 


CHAPTER    XV. 

MoDltCDinery  Iwfure  Quebeo.  —  Ilia  Plan  of  O  pern  tin  db. — A. 
Summons  to  Sorreadfr.-A  Flag  Insiilled.  —  The  Town 
besieged.  —  PIui  of  an  Escalaile.  —  Attack  of  the  Loirer' 
Town.  —  Montgomery  in  Uie  Advance.  —  His  Death.  —  Re-' 
treat  of  Col.  Campijell.  —  Attack  by  Arnold.  —  Defense  of 
Lower  ToHD.  —  Arnold  Wounded.  —  Retreat  of  the  Amer- 
ieana.  —  (lallaiil  Reiolve  of  Arnold. 

|L<>kr^i|RC)K  amid  Burrounding  perplexities, 
n  ^ht9  ^i^tdiigtoii  Btill  turned  a  hopetiil  eye 
^iQgp  to  C&aada.  He  expecteil  daily  to  i^ 
ceive  tidinga  that  Monlgomerj  and  Arnold  were 
witliin  the  walls  of  Quebec,  and  he  had  even 
written  to  the  former  to  forward  as  much  as  could 
be  spared  of  the  l&rge  quautjdes  of  arms,  blaDkets, 
clothing  and  other  military  stores,  said  to  be  de- 
poaited  there,  tlie  army  before  Boston  being  in 
great  need  of  such  supplies. 

On  the  18th  of  Jaimory  came  dispatches  to 
him  from  General  Schuyler,  containing  withering 
tddinga.  The  foUowiug  is  the  purport.  Mont- 
gomery, on  the  2d  of  December,  tlie  day  after 
his  arrival  at  Point  auz  Trembles,  set  off  in  face 
of  a  driving  snow-storm  for  Quebec,  and  arrived 
before  it  on  the  5th.  The  works,  from  their 
great  extent,  appeared  lo  him  incapable  of  being 
defended  by  tlie  actual  garrison ;  made  up.  as  lie 
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said,  of  "  Maclean's  biuittitti,"  the  suilors  from  the 
fHgates  Knd  other  veaseb,  together  witli  the  citi- 
zens obliged  to  take  up  arms ;  most  of  whom 
were  impatient  of  tlio  lutigues  of  a  siege,  and 
wished  to  see  matters  aawmmodated  amicably.  "  I 
propose,"  added  he,  "  amusing  Mr,  Carleton  with 
a  formal  attack,  erecting  batteriea,  etc.,  but  mean 
to  assault  the  works,  I  believe  towitrdg  the  lower 
town,  which  b  the  weakest  part." 

According  ta  hia  own  account,  his  whole  force 
did  not  exceed  nine  hundred  elective  men,  three 
hundred  of  whom  he  had  brought  with  liim ;  the 
rest  he  found  with  Colonel  Arnold.  The  latter 
he  pronounced  an  exceeding  fine  corp-^,  intire<l  to 
&dgue,  and  well  accustomed  to  a  cannon  shot, 
having  served  at  Cambridge.  "  There  is  a  style 
of  discipline  among  them,"  adds  he,  "  much  supe- 
rior to  what  I  have  been  used  to  see  in  this  cam- 
paign. He,  himself  (Arnold),  is  active,  intelli- 
gent and  enterprising.  Fortune  often  baffles  the 
■anguine  expectations  of  poor  mortals.  I  am  not 
intoxicated  with  her  favors,  but  I  <lo  think  there 
is  a  &ir  prospect  of  success."  ' 

On  the  day  of  bis  arrival,  he  sent  a  flag  with  a 
aommons  to  suireuder.  It  was  flred  upon,  and 
obliged  to  retire.  Exasperateil  at  thi4  outrage, 
which,  it  is  Ihought,  was  committed  by  the  vet- 
eran Sloclean,  Montgomery  wrote  an  indignant, 
reproHchfiil,  and  even  menacing  letter  to  Carleton, 
reiterating  the  demand.  magnifyiDg  the  number  of 
his  troops,  and  warning  him  against  the  couse- 
(jnences  of  an  assault.     Fbding  it  was  rejected 

'  HDntgomerv  to  Schuyler,  Dec.  B. 
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from  tb«  walla,  it  was  conveyed  in  by  a  woman, 
together  witb  lettera  addressed  to  Uie  prindpal 
meidianta,  promiung  great  indnlgence  in  com  of 
immediate  sabmisaion.  By  Carleion'  sorders,  the 
messenger  naa  sent  to  prison  fur  a  few  days,  and 
then  drummed  out  of  town. 

Montgomery  Doir  prepared  for  an  attack. 
The  ground  was  frosen  to  a  great  depth,  and 
covered  with  snow;  he  was  scantily  provided 
with  intrenclting  tools,  and  had  only  a  field  train 
of  sriitlery,  and  a  few  mortars.  By  dint  of  ex- 
cessive labor  a  breastwork  was  thrown  up.  four 
himdred  yards  distant  from  tbe  walls  and  oppo- 
site to  the  gate  of  St.  Louis,  whicli  b  nearly  ia 
the  centre.  It  was  formed  of  gabions,  ranged 
ude  by  side,  and  fiUed  with  snow,  over  which 
water  was  thrown  until  thoroughly  frozen.  Here 
Captain  Lamb  mounted  five  light  pieces  and  a 
howitzer.  Several  mortars  were  placed  in  the 
suburbs  of  St.  Roque,  which  extends  on  the  left 
of  the  promontory,  below  the  heights,  and  nearly 
on  a  level  with  the  river. 

From  the  "  Ice  Batt«ry "  Captain  Lamb 
opened  a  well-sustained  and  well-directed  fire 
opon  the  walls,  but  his  field-pieces  were  too  light 
to  be  effective.  With  his  howitzer  he  threw 
shells  into  the  towu  and  set  it  on  fire  in  several 
places.  For  five  days  and  nights  the  garrison 
was  kept  on  the  alert  by  the  teasing  fire  of  this 
battery.  The  object  of  Montgomery  was  to  har- 
ass the  town,  and  increase  ihe  disss  lisfactlon  of 
the  inhaliitants.  His  fiag  of  truce  being  still  fired 
upon,  he  caused  tbe  Indiana  iu  his  camp  to  sWjt 
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arrows  into  the  tawn,  having  letters  attncbetl  to 
them,  a(lilrea°eil  to  the  iDlia.bitantfi,  represeutiiig 
Carleton's  refiL^al  U>  treaL,  acid  adviaiug  them  to 
rise  iu  a  body,  and  compel  him.  It  was  all  in 
vuln ;  whttlever  might  have  beeu  the  dtapoaition 
of  the  iohabitaals,  they  were  completely  under 
the  cnntrol  of  the  military. 

On  the  evening  of  the  fiflli  day,  Montgomery 
paid  a  visit  to  the  ic«  battery.  The  heavy  artil- 
lery from  the  wall  had  repaid  its  ineffectual  lire 
with  ample  usury.  The  brittle  ramparts  had  been 
shivered  like  glass;  several  of  the  guns  had  been 
rendered  useless.  Just  as  they  .'u-nved  at  the 
battery,  a  shot  from  the  fortress  dismouQhjd  one 
of  the  guoB,  and  disabled  many  of  the  men.  A 
second  shot  immediatiily  ibllowiog,  was  abnoHt  as 
destructive.  "  This  is  warm  work,  sir,"  said 
Moatgomery  to  Captain  Lamb.  "  It  is  indeed, 
and  certainly  no  place  for  you,  sir."  "  Why  go, 
Cuptain?"  "Because  there  are  enough  of  us 
here  to  be  killed,  without  the  loaa  of  yon,  which 
would  be  irreparable." 

The  general  saw  the  insufGdency  of  the  bat- 
tery, and,  OD  retiring,  gave  Captain  Lamb  per- 
mission to  leave  it  whenever  he  thought  proper. 
The  veteran  waited  until  al^r  dark,  when,  secur- 
ing all  the  gnns,  he  abandoned  tbe  ruined  re- 
doubt. The  general  in  this  visit  was  attended  by 
Aaron  Burr,  whom  he  liail  appointed  his  aide-de- 
camp. Lamb  wondered  that  he  should  encumber 
himself  with  such  a  boy.  The  perfect  cooluess 
and  self-possession  with  which  the  youth  mingled 
iu    this    dangerous    scene,    and    the   fire    which 
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Gparkieil  in  his  eye,  soon  convinced  Lamb,  ac- 
cording to  his  o^n  account,  that  "  the  young  vol- 
unteer was  no  ortliunry  man."  ^ 

Nearly  tliree  weeks  hud  been  consuoied  in 
these  futile  operations.  The  army,  itl-clolhed 
and  ill-provided,  was  becoming  impatient  of  the 
rigors  of  a  Canadian  winter  ;  the  term  for  which 
part  of  the  troops  had  enUated  would  eipire  with 
the  year,  and  they  already  talked  of  returning 
home.  Montgomery  was  sadly  cuiiscioiis  of  the 
insiifficieuoy  of  his  means ;  still  he  coulil  not  BO' 
dure  the  thoughts  of  retiring  fi-oni  before  the 
place  without  striking  a  blow.  He  knew  that 
much  was  especieil  from  him,  in  consetinence  of 
his  late  achievements,  and  that  the  eyes  of  the 
public  were  fixed  upon  this  Canadian  enterprise. 
He  determined,  therefore,  to  attempt  to  carry  the 
place  by  esealade.  Oue  third  of  his  men  were  to 
set  fire  to  the  houses  and  stockades  of  the  suburb 
of  St.  Roque,  and  force  the  barriers  of  tlie  lower 
town ;  while  the  main  body  should  scale  the  bas- 
tion of  Cape  Diamond. 

It  was  a  hazardous,  almost  a  desperate  project, 
yet  it  has  met  with  the  approbation  of  mililary 
men.  He  calculated  upon  the  devotion  and  dar- 
ing spirit  of  his  men ;  upon  the  discontent  which 
prevailed  among  the  Canadians,  and  upon  the  in- 
competency of  the  garrison  fur  the  defense  of  such 
extensive  works. 

In  regard  to  the  devotion  of  his  men,  he  was 
threatened  with  disappointment  Wlien  the  plan 
of  UBault  was  submitted  to  a  council  of  war,  three 

1  i(rt:  a/John  Laali,  p.  126. 


FREPABATIOKS  FOR  ASSAULT.         1C7 

of  the  cnptains  in  Arnold's  division,  ihe  lertaa  of 
wbose  pompanies  were  near  expiring,  declined  lo 
Berre,  unless  they  and  iheir  men  could  be  traoa- 
ferred  lo  another  commnnd.  Tiii5  almoal  muti- 
nous movemenl,  il  ie  supposed,  was  fomented  by 
Arnold's  old  adversary,  Major  Brawn,  and  it  was 
with  infinite  difficulty  Montgomery  succeeded  in 
overiximing  it 

Tlie  ladders  were  now  provided  for  the  etcalade, 
and  Mongolmery  wtiited  with  impalience  for  a 
favorable  night  to  put  it  inio  execution.  SmalU 
pox  and  desertion  bod  reduced  bis  Utile  army  to 
seven  hundred  and  fifiy  men.  From  certain  raove- 
ments  of  the  enemy,  il  waa  surmised  that  the  de- 
serters bad  revealed  bis  pUn.  He  changed,  there- 
fore, the  airangement.  Colonel  Livingston  waa 
to  make  a  false  atiaclc  on  the  gate  of  SL  John's 
and  set  fire  to  il ;  Alajor  Brown,  with  another  de- 
tachment, was  lo  menace  the  bastion  of  Cape  Dia- 
moad.  Arnold,  with  three  hundred  and  fifty  of 
the  hardy  fellows  who  had  followed  him  throagh 
the  wilderness,  ^irengtbened  by  Captain  Lamb 
and  forty  of  his  company,  was  to  assault  the  sub- 
urbs and  batteries  of  St.  Boque  ;  while  Monlgom- 
ery,  with  the,  re^oe  of  his  forces,  was  to  pass 
below  the  bastion  at  Cape  Diamond,  defile  along 
the  river,  carry  the  defenses  at  DrammoDd's 
Wharf,  and  thns  eoler  the  lower  town  oo  one  side, 
while  Arnold  forced  his  way  into  it  an  the  other. 
Tbeu  movements  were  all  to  be  made  st  the 
same  time,  oo  ibe  discharge  of  sigoal  rockets, 
thus  distnctit^  the  enemy,  and  callii^  Ilicir  at- 
teatioa  to  Ibttr  aevend  points. 


On  ihe  3lBt  of  Decern  bur,  hL  two  o'clock  in  the 
moroiDg,  tlie  troops  repaired  lo  their  several  des- 
tinatious,  under  corer  of  a  violcDt  suow-atorm. 
By  some  accident  or  mistake,  eucli  as  is  ^t  lo  oc- 
our  iQ  compliciLt«d  plana  of  utuick,  the  Bignal 
rockets  were  let  oS*  before  the  lower  divisioiie  had 
[inie  U>  get  to  their  figlitiug  ground.  They  were 
descried  by  one  of  MiicltAii's  lligbland  otScei'S, 
who  gave  the  alarm.  LivingsEou,  also,  foiled  to 
make  the  lalse  attack  on  the  gute  of  St.  Jobu's, 
which  was  to  have  caused  a  divereion  favorable 
to  Amold'a  attack  on  tlie  suburb  below. 

The  feinl  by  Major  Brown,  on  the  bastion  of 
Cape  Diamoud,  was  successful,  and  concealed  the 
march  of  Geueral  Moulgoaiery.  Thai  gallant 
commander  descended  from  the  heights  to  WoUe's 
Cove,  aiid  led  bis  division  along  the  shore  of  the 
St.  Lawreuue,  round  the  beetling  promontory  of 
Cape  Diamond.  The  narrow  approach  to  the 
lower  town  in  that  direction  was  traversed  by  a 
picket  or  stockade,  defended  by  Canadian  militia ; 
beyoud  which  was  a  second  defense,  a  kind  of 
block-house,  forming  a  battery  of  small  pieces, 
manned  by  Canadian  militia,  and  a  few  seamen, 
and  commanded  by  the  captain  of  a  transport. 
The  aim  of  Munlgomery  was  to  come  upon  these 
barriers  by  surprise.  The  pass  which  they  de- 
fended is  formidable  at  all  times,  having  a  awift 
river  on  one  side,  and  overhanging  precipices  on 
the  other ;  but  at  this  time  was  rendered  pecu- 
liarly diliiculi  by  drifting  snow,  and  by  great 
masses  of  ic«  piled  ou  each  other  at  the  loot  ul' 
the  uliOa. 
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The  ir[>o|)a  inHUu  lliuir  wny  pHiiifully,  in  ex- 
tended and  Btritggling  Qlu.*,  Rlotig  llio  narrow  foot- 
way, BDil  over  tbe  slippery  piles  of  ice.  Among 
the  foremost,  were  some  of  llie  finit  New  York 
regiment,  led  on  by  Cuplaiu  ClieeseinHD.  Muul- 
gomery,  who  was  fnniilitir  wiili  tiictn,  ur^ed  ihuiit 
on.  "  Forward,  men  of  New  York  I "  criotl  hu. 
"  You  are  tioL  the  men  to  flinch  wlien  your  gen- 
eral leads  you  oa !  "  In  hix  cagenie**.  be  threw 
biomeir  lar  in  the  advance,  wiih  bU  pionuvm  and 
«  few  officers,  and  miide  a  danb  at  the  fir«t  Lor- 
rier.  The  Cauadiaua  stationed  tLere,  luluiri  by 
sarpriae,  made  a  few  random  ahots,  then  threw 
down  tbcir  mnskeu  and  tied.  Montgomery  Hprniig 
fanrard,  aided  with  hui  own  htiuil  to  pluck  duwu 
the  pickets,  which  the  pioneers  were  Mwing,  and 
haring  made  a  breacli  sufficieully  wide  lo  Admit 
tliree  or  Ibnr  men  abreast,  entered  sword  in  band, 
Uiowed  by  bis  Uaf^  Captain  ClieoMsmaii,  aud 
wont  of  bi»  mat.  Tbe  '""™<""-  had  IW  irtim 
Ike  picket  w  ibe  batlery  or  blook-lioBM,  bat 
wttntA  ta  bft««  wned  Ibe  pauie  w'uk  Uwm,  be 
Ite  batley  ruiiiBLi  lOtmL  itoalfpmerj  Ut 
far  »  MMwit  » if  ae  mufrim bmi  bemeomfimis. 
I  the  bmdi  10  aUfon  tlw  uoopih 
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ing  on  Ills  Nkw  Yorkers,  ruwived  ii  cauister  shot 
througl)  tbe  body ;  made  an  effort  lo  rise  and  puali 
forward,  but  fell  back  a.  corpse ;  with  bim  foil  hia 
orderly  sergeant  aud  several  of  his  men.  Thia  fear- 
ful slaughter,  and  ihe  death  of  iheir  general,  threw 
everyihing  in  coufusion.  The  officer  nest  in  lineal 
rank  lo  ibe  general,  was  far  in  the  rear ;  in  ihiB 
emergency.  Colonel  Campbell,  qnarter-masier-gen- 
eral,  took  the  command,  but,  instead  of  rallying  the 
men,  and  endeavoring  to  effect  the  junction  with 
Arnold,  ordered  a  retreat,  and  abandoned  the  half- 
won  field,  leaving  behind  him  the  bodies  of  the 

While  all  this  was  occurring  on  the  side  of 
C^M  Diaraond,  Arnold  led  bis  division  against 
the  opposite  side  of  the  lower  town  aloug  the  sub- 
urb anil  street  of  St.  R<x]ue.  Like  Mootgomerj, 
he  look  the  advance  at  the  head  of  a  forlorn  hope 
of  twenty-five  men,  accompanied  by  his  secretary 
Oswald,  formerly  one  of  hit;  captains  at  Ticonde- 
roga.  Cnptiun  Lamb  and  his  artillery  company 
came  uest.  with  a  lield-piece  mounted  on  a  sledge. 
Then  came  a  company  with  ladders  and  scaling 
implements,  followed  by  Morgan  and  his  riflemen. 
In  the  rear  of  all  these  came  the  main  body.  A 
battery  on  a  wharf  commanded  tbe  narrow  pass 
by  which  tbey  had  to  advance.  This  was  to  be 
attacked  with  the  field-piece,  and  then  scaled  with 
ladders  by  the  forlorn  hope  ;  while  Captain  Mor- 
gan with  bis  ridemeo,  was  lo  pass  roand  tbe  wharf 
on  the  ice. 

The  false  atlAck  which  was  to  have  been  made 
by  Livingston  on  the  gate  of  Sl  John's  by  way 
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troops,  aa  they  sirnggled  along  in  lengthened  file 
throngb  the  drifting  snow,  wure  tiadly  galled  by  a 
flanking  lire  oti  the  right,  from  wall  aiid  pickets. 
The  field-piecH  at  Itogih  became  aa  deeply  embed- 
ded in  a  Bnow'drin,  that  il  could  not  be  moved. 
Lamb  sent  word  to  Arnold  of  the  Liupediment ; 
in  the  mean  time,  he  and  liia  artillery  company 
were  brought  lo  a  halt.  The  compuny  with  the 
scaling  ladders  would  have  halted  also,  having 
been  told  to  keep  in  the  rear  of  the  artillery ; 
but  they  were  urged  on  by  Morgan  with  a  thun- 
dering oath,  wlio  pui^hed  on  afier  them  with  hia 
riflemen,  the  artillery  company  opening  to  the 
ri^t  and  lefl  to  let  them  jiaea. 

They  arrived  in  the  advauce.  just  aa  Arnold 
was  leading  on  his  forlorn  hope  to  attack  the 
barrier.  Befure  he  reached  it,  a  severe  wound 
in  the  right  leg  with  a  musket-ball  completely 
disabled  him,  and  be  had  to  be  borne  from  the 
field.  Morgan  instantly  look  the  conimaiid.  Just 
Aten  Lamb  came  up  with  his  compnnj,  armed 
with  muskets  and  bayonets,  having  received  or- 
ders to  abandon  the  field-piece,  and  support  the 
advance.  Oswald  joined  hiin  with  tlie  forlorn 
bope.  The  battery  which  oommandud  liie  defile 
mounted  two  pieces  of  cannon.  There  was  a  dis- 
charge of  grspe-sliut  when  ihe  asiailants  were 
close  under  ihe  muzzles  of  the  guns,  yet  but  one 
man  was  killed.  Before  there  could  be  a  seeond 
dJKfayge.  the  bBttei7  was  carried  by  assaalt,  some 
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firing  into  the  embrasures,  others  sailhig  the  a 
The  cuptaiu  and  thirty  of  his  men  were  li 
prisoners. 

The  [lay  was  JQst  dnwuing  as  KIorgHO  le 
to  attack  the  second  barrier,  and  his  men  h« 
advanee  under  a  fire  from  the  town  walls  on  I 
right,  which  incessantly  thinned  their  ranks. 
second  barrier  was  reBdhed  ;  ihej  applied  I 
scaling  ladders  to  sioriu  it.  The  defense 
brave  and  obaiinate,  but  the  defenders  wer 
length  driven  from  their  guns,  and  the  battery 
gained.  At  the  last  moment  one  of  the  gnu 
ran  back,  linstock  in  hand,  to  give  one  more  i 
Captain  Lamb  suapped  a  fusee  at  him.  It  mi 
lire.  The  canuou  was  discharged,  and  a  gi 
shot  wounded  Lamb  in  the  head,  carrying  I 
part  of  the  eheck-booe.  He  was  borne  off  « 
leS",  to  a  ueigtibortng  shed. 

The  two  barriers  being  now  taken,  the  w> 
this  aide  into  the  lower  town  seemed  < 
Morgan  prepared  lo  enter  it  with  the  vicIO 
vanguai'd,  first  -stationing  Captain  Dearborn 
some  provincials  at  Pahice  Gate,  whi(^  op 
down  into  the  deSle  from  the  upper  town, 
this  time,  however,  the  death  of  Monlgomerj 
retreat  of  Campbell,  had  enabled  the  eueni 
turn  all  their  attention  in  this  direction.  A  , 
detachment  sent  by  General  Carleton,  sallied 
of  Palace  Gate  after  Morgan  had  passed  it, 
prised  and  caplared  Dearborn  and  the  guard 
eomplelely  cut  off  the  advanced  party.  The 
body,  informed  of  the  death  of  Montgomery 
giving  up  (he  gome  as  lost,  retreated  to  the  « 


bebinii  ihe  lield-piece  wliiyli  Lamb's  com- 
tUjbuA  Hbuiidoneit.  uud  the  mortara  in  tlie  bnt- 
lajol  Sl  R.jque. 

ilorgan  and  hia  men  were  now  hemmod  in  on 

'  ades,  and  obliged  to  lake  reruge  in  n  slonc 
bODK,  5'on)  the  inveleruie  fire  whieli  ii£siiile<l 
From  ihe  vriiidows  of  litis  lioiise  lliey 
t<fl  up  a  desperate  riefense,  until  camion  were 
brmghl  tu  bear  upon  ii.     Then,  hearing  of  llie 

lb  of  MoDlgomerj,  and  Beeiiig  lliui  [here  was 

piwpect  of  relief,  Morgan  nnd  his  gHllatil 
ludfnl  of  followers  were  conipuiled  to  surrender 
tliMnselves  prisoners  of  war. 

tha  foiled  at  erer;  point,  Ihe  wrecks  of  tlie 
Gule  nmt;  abandoned  llieir  camp,  and  retreated 
itai  iliree  miles  from  the  town;  where  ihey  has- 
lily  fortified    lliemselres,  apprehending  a  pursuit 

Ihe  garrison.  General  Carleion,  however, 
tODtenled  himself  with  having  secured  Ihe  safely 
I'ibe  place,  and  remaiued  CHUliously  piissive  until 

■tmald  be  properly  reinforced  ;  disimsliii^j;  the 
fXi  laith  of  the  motley  inhabitauta.     He  is  said 

hsvB  treated  the  prisoners  with  a  hnmwiily  the 
<Mt  honorable,  considering  Ihe  "  habitual  military 
hrwiiy  of  his  temper ; "  their  heroic  daring,  dis- 
fibjad  \n  the  assault  upon  the  loiver  town,  having 
uciled  hiB  admiration. 

The  remaiDS  of  the  gallant  Montgomery  re- 
Cti*td  a  soldier's  grave,  within  the  fort  i  lien  (I  oris  of 
tjuebec,  by  the  care  of  CranialiiS,  the  lieotonant- 
E<"eriwr,  who  had  formerly  known  him. 

Arnold,  wounded  and  disabled,  had  been  assisted 
■"iclt  to  the  camp,  dragging  one  foot  after  the  other 
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I,  and    oUi^  ta  lake  rnTuge  in  n  itti<ii« 


■09 

boBw.  rrom  tbe  iamsratie  Ira  whkli  n»iii\aA 
ilMtn.  Fran  lb*  wiMdom  nf  tiMi  htiuM  ilw^ 
kef  I  op  a  dt^cnto  ^cAwm,  wotil  caniuni  wnm 
brogq^  I*  bear  vpoa  h.  Thn,  iHrarinK  u(  itm 
6ea&  of  M<ifgi.iy.  and  aniiag  iW  lUra  WM 
(K>  prwpact  ef  nfiet  Mwrm  mU  hU  piitm 
iaaiki  «r  Mlowvfv  am  e^falM  M  iwrtMlf 
liimiwJtiM  jm'mmit*  ^  wwr. 

Tfcsa  faMal  etwy  pwMl,flbc  wmAliif  ||» 
Bale  mrmj  lOmtAmA  ^»at  vmf,wtA  itUmHA 
^wa  tkraroat*  faM  Ac  annif  wfaHH  tlR>;f  ItMk- 
Oy  fartdhrf  «!■■  Jam  4^yii jjgmtnif  «  ^ 
b;   Ibe  ,  "        -    -  ' 
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Ttcetible ;  but  my  utmoBl  can  be  bul  link,  weak 
Bud  JDdisposed  ae  I  am." 

Washington  waa  deeply  moved  by  the  disae- 
trouB  JDlelligence.  "  I  most  siuoerely  condole 
with  you,"  writei  he,  in  reply  to  Schuyler,  "  upon 
the  fall  of  the  brave  and  wortfay  Montgomery, 
lu  the  death  of  tliis  gentleman,  AnieriLra  has  sua- 
tained  a  heavy  loaa.  I  am  much  coucerned  for 
the  intrepid  and  enterprising  Arnold,  and  greatly 
fear  that  consequences  of  the  most  aliirniing 
nature  will  result  from  (his  weli-inlended  but  ud- 
fortunate  attempt." 

General  Schuyler,  who  was  now  in  Albany, 
urged  the  necessity  of  an  immediate  reinforcement 
of  three  thousand  men  for  ibe  army  in  Canada. 
Washington  had  not  a  man  to  spare  trom  t]ie 
army  before  Boslon.  He  applied,  therefore,  on 
his  own  responsibility,  to  Massachusetts,  New 
Hampshire,  and  Connecticut,  for  three  regiments, 
which  were  granted.  His  prompt  measore  re- 
ceived the  approbation  of  Cnngress,  end  furiher 
reinforcements  were  ordered  fi-uin  the  same  quar- 

Solicitude  was  awakened  about  the  iuleriorof 
the  province  of  New  York.  Arms  and  ammuni- 
tion were  said  to  be  concealed  in  Tryon  County, 
and  numbers  of  the  tories  in  that  ueighborbnod 
preparing  for  hostilities.  Sir  John  Johnson  hod 
forlified  Johnson  Hall,  gathered  about  him  bta 
Scotch  Highland  tenants  and  Indian  allies,  and  il 
was  rumored  he  intended  to  carry  fire  and  sword 
along  the  valley  of  the  Mohawk. 

Schuyler,  in  consequence,  received  orders  from 
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CoDgress  to  tnke  meafures  fbi'  ^ecniiLig  ilie  mili- 
tary itoree,  disarmmg  ihe  disHfTecttd,  and  appre- 
headitig  their  i^biefa.  He  forlliM-ilb  hnsteued 
from  Albatty,  at  llie  lieud  of  a  body  of  soldiers ; 
WHS  joJDed  by  Colonel  Ht^rbimer,  with  ibe  militia 
of  Tryon  County  marsbajed  fortli  on  the  frozen 
boRoni  of  tbt:  Mohawk  River,  ntid  appeared  before 
Sir  Joho's  stronghold,  iieur  Joliiistown,  on  the 
19lh  of  January. 

Thus  beleaguered.  Sir  John,  afler  much  nego- 
tiation, capitulated.  He  was  to  surrender  all 
weapons  of  war  and  military  stores  in  hiu  po&§ea- 
eion,  and  to  give  liis  piirole  not  to  lake  arms 
against  America.  On  these  conditiotis  he  was  to 
be  at  liberty  to  go  as  far  westward  in  Tryon 
County  aa  the  German  Flats  aud  Kingaland  dis- 
tricts, and  to  esery  pari  of  the  colony  to  the 
Bouthward  and  eastward  of  these  districts;  pro- 
vided he  did  not  go  into  any  seafiori  town. 

Sir  John  iulimated  a  trust,  that  he,  and  the 
gentlemen  with  him,  would  be  permitted  to  retain 
Buch  arms  as  were  their  own  property.  The 
reply  was  characlertatic :  "  General  Schuyler's 
feelings  as  a  gentleman,  induce  him  to  consent  that 
Sir  JciUu  Johnson  tuay  retain  the  few  favorite 
family  arms,  he  making  a  list  of  them.  General 
Sdiuyler  never    refused  a    gentleman  his    side- 

Tbe  capitulation  being  adjusted,  Schuyler  or- 
dered hi^  Iruops  lo  be  drawn  up  in  line  at  noon 
(Jan.  20th),  between  his  qunriers  and  the  eonrl- 
bouse,  10  receive  llie  eurrejider  of  the  lli^liiaiid- 
ere.  enjoining  profound  silence  on  bis  officers  attd 
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mi;D,  nrhen  the  surremler  shouM  be  in^^  Erery- 
tiling  was  conducted  witli  great  regard  to  the 
reelings  of  Sir  John'a  S«>Uish  adberents ;  tliej 
marched  lo  [he  front,  grounded  their  nrtn^,  nnd 
were  dismissed  with  exliurlitlions  to  good  beba- 


The  conduct  of  S'^liuyler,  ihroughcnit  this  nf- 
I'air,  drew  forlh  n  resohiiion  of  Congress,  applaad- 
ing  hini  for  hia  fidelity,  prudence,  and  expedition, 
and  the  proper  temper  he  had  mainiained  loward 
the  '*  deluded  people  "  in  question.  Washington, 
too,  congratulated  him  on  his  success.  "  I  hope," 
writes  be,  "  Glenernl  Lee  will  execute  a  work  of 
the  came  kind  on  Long  Inlftiid.  Il  is  high  time 
lo  begin  with  our  intenial  foes,  when  we  are 
threatened  tvilh  such  severity  of  cbiistisemeut 
from  our  kind  parent  without." 

The  recent  reverses  in  Canada  had,  in  fact, 
heightened  the  solieitude  of  Wnahingloa  about 
the  province  of  New  York,  Thai  province  was 
the  central  and  all-important  link  in  the  confeder- 
acy i  but  he  feared  it  might  prove  a  brittle  one. 
We  have  already  mentioned  the  adverse  influ- 
eoces  in  operation  there.  A  large  number  of 
friends  to  the  crown,  among  the  official  and  com- 
mercinl  clauses ;  rank  tories  (its  tliey  were  Qilled), 
iu  (he  ciiy  and  aboul  the  neigliboring  country ; 
particularly  on  Long  and  Staien  Islands :  king's 
ships  at  anchor  in  the  bay  and  harbor,  keeping  up 
a  suspicious  intercourse  with  the  citizens ;  while 
Grovemor  Tryon,  castled,  as  it  were,  on  board  one 
iif  these  ships,  carried  on  intrigues  with  Ihose  dis- 
alfected  (o   the  popular  cause,  in   all  parts  of  the 
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neighborhood.  Cuunly  commiltoos  liml  Ikhhi  ifin- 
powered  by  the  New  York  CoiigriiM  miil  OiiiVcii- 
tiou.  to  Bpprelieiid  hII  ptrrHuim  nul»riuui<ly  ilianf- 
r«cted,  to  examine  inio  ihelr  ooiiiluci,  aitil  AMwr- 
Uio  whether  ibey  were  guilty  i>f  any  htintile  hcI 
or  mnchi  nation.  Imprisuiiinuiit  or  bun  lull  iiiit  ill  wiu 
Uie  pemUiy.  Tlie  couiiiiiiu-c*  could  »ill  Ujuiu  tlin 
■DQitin  lo  aid  in  llie  diftchurge  nf  llieir  ruii<:liuiMi. 
S«iU.  duaffection  to  the  cauw  wu  SHid  di  U*  tih 
w  the  pforiuce,  aad  Wasbtngbw  Uiokeii  lo  (mu- 
ohI  I^e  fbr  efiectire  meuurea  U(  «u|i{tr«H  it. 

Lmi  anirad  m  Nrw  York  w  ilu.  HI.  uf  Kt*U 
1— y.  Im  flWIBUC  liuiDor*  iharpeonf  l^y  h  wvun! 
Mtaok  W  the  gofli)  wliich  bad  reivUmA  Jl  ixyitw- 
iv^  «Ue  «a  Uw  mardi,  to  corr^  Liin  Hf  «  (xwt- 
' »  fMTt  of  tW  w»y  iu  H  liUrvr.  if w  wr- 
inplet*^  fiHiiiIiii  iMTMiNrttir.      '  1 

>  i«  to  ir«riw^ta«i   (FeiL  bill/.  "iImI   (iM 


Island,  now  become  a 

«ver ;  us  it  in  delermiiied 

fied  cnmp  of  three  tli 

immediately  opposite 

llie  Highliinds  is  to  be  made  as  respei^Inble  M 

]>os<iible,  ttud  gunrdeil  hy  a  ballftlion.      Ill  short,  I 

think  the  plan  juiiicioiis  and  complete." 

Tlie  paaa  in  llie  Higliliinds  above  alluded  la, 
\i  that  grand  defile  of  Ihe  Hud»iD,  where,  fnr  up- 
waliis  of  firieen  miles,  it  wends  its  deep  cliaauel 
between  sieni,  forei^l-clud  mounlaitis  and  rocky 
promontories.  Two  forts,  about  sis  miles  dis- 
laui  ironi  each  other,  and  commanding  narrow 
parte  of  the  river  at  its  bends  through  these  High- 
lands, had  been  commenced  in  the  preceding  au- 
tumn, by  order  of  the  Continental  Congress  ;  but 
they  were  said  to  be  iiisntlicient  for  (he  security 
of  that  important  pass,  and  were  to  be  extended 
itnd  strengthened. 

WtLBhiiigiun  had  charged  Lee,  in  hia  instnic- 
tiuns,  to  keep  a  stern  eye  tipon  ihe  lories,  who 
were  aciire  in  New  Turk.  '-Ton  can  Kite  upon 
the  persons  of  the  principLtls,"  said  he  j  "  they 
must  be  so  notoriously  known,  that  there  will  be 
little  danger  of  commiiting  mistiike.*."  Lee  acted 
up  to  the  letter  of  these  instructions,  and  weeded 
out  with  a  vigoroiiB  band,  Eome  of  the  rankest  of 
the  growth.  This  gave  great  oflense  to  the 
peace-loving  citizens,  who  insisted  (hnl  he  was  ar- 
rogating B  power  vested  i^olely  in  the  civil  au- 
thority. One  of  them,  well-atfected  to  the  cause, 
writes,  "  To  see  the  vast  number  of  houses  shut 
up,  one   would   thiiik   the   city  almost  evncualed. 


I 


meat.  In  hi$  replj  lo  Lee,  he  wnles,  '■  I  oouU 
not  nroid  laughing  nt  Cupdiiii  Parker^a  rcananB 
fbr  not  pQltiog  his  repealed  llireati  iulo  execa- 
lioi],~ — a  proof,  hy  the  vta^,  under  hia  own  band, 
that  be  ouuld  laugh  cMicnsioBally  ;  and  eren  when 
sarroundeJ  by  perplexities. 

According  to  Lee's  account,  the  Ne<r  Yorkers 
showed  n  ironderful  Alacrity  iu  removing  the  cau- 
Don.  "  Men  mad  boys  of.  all  ageJ,"  writes  he. 
**  worked  with  the  greatest  zeal  miil  pleasure.  I 
really  believe  the  genemlity  are  as  well  afTected 
03  any  on  the  continent,"  Some  of  the  well-af- 
fected, however,  thought  he  vras  ralher  too  self- 
willed  and  high-haiHled.  *-  Tiiou^h  GencrnI  Lee 
has  many  things  lo  recommend  hira  as  a  genenU," 
writes  one  of  ihern,  ■*yet  I  think  he.  was  out  of 
luck  when  be  ordered  the  removal  of  ihe  guns 
from  the  battery  ;  ns  it  was  without  the  appro- 
bation or  knowledge  of  our  Congress."!  —  Leg 
seldom  waited  for  the  npprobatiou  of  GHigresa  in 
moments  of  exigency- 
He  now  proceeded  with  his  plan  of  defenses. 
A  strong  redoubt,  capable  of  hoMing  three  hun- 
dred men,  was  commenced  at  Horcn's  [look, 
commanding  the  paaa  at  Hell  G»te.  bo  as  lu  block 
up  from  the  enemy's  ships,  the  passage  between 
the  mainland  and  Long  Island.  A  regiment  was 
stationed  on  the  island,  m inking  tasciues,  and  pre- 
paring other  materials  tor  construcUng  the  works 
for  an  intrenched  camp,  which,  Lee  hoped  would 
render  it  impossible  for  t)ie  enemy  to  get  a  foot- 
ing there.    "  What  lo  do  with  this  city,"  writes  be, 

1  Fnd.  Rhineluda  lo  Pttar  Vu  Schaick. 
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I  own,  pozzies  me.  It  is  so  encircled  wiih  deeji 
navigable  water,  tbut  whoever  oommaods  tlie  sea 
must  command  the  town.  To-morrow  I  shall 
begin  to  diBmantle  that  part  of  the  fort  neit  to 
the  town,  to  prevent  its  being  convened  into  a 
dtadel.  I  shall  barrier  the  principal  streets,  and, 
at  least,  if  I  ciuinot  make  it  a  continental  garri- 
son, it  shall  be  a  dbputable  field  of  battle."  Bat- 
teries were  to  be  erected  ou  an  eminence  behind 
Trinity  Church,  to  keep  the  enemy's  ships  at  so 
great  a  distance  as  not  to  injnre  the  town. 

King's  Bridge,  nt  the  upper  end  of  Mmibatlan 
or  New  York  Island,  linking  it  with  the  mun- 
land,  was  pronounced  by  Lee  ■■  a  most  important 
pass,  without  which  the  city  could  have  no  eom- 
mtmlcfttion  with  ConnecticuL"  It  was,  therefore, 
to  be  made  as  strong  as  possible. 

Heavy  cannon  were  to  he  sent  up  to  the  forts 
in  the  Highlands,  whidi  were  to  lie  enbirgeil  and 
strengthened. 

In  the  mjdat  of  his  schemes,  Lee  received  or- 
ders from  Congress  to  the  command  in  Caiindii, 
vacant  by  the  death  of  Montgomery.  He  be- 
wailed the  defenseless  condition  of  the  city ;  the 
Continental  Congress,  as  he  said,  not  having  as 
yet  taken  the  least  step  for  its  security.  "  The 
instant  I  leave  it,"  said  he,  "  I  conclude  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress,  and  inhabitants  in  geneml,  will 
relapse  into  their  former  hysterics.  The  men-of- 
war  and  Mr.  Tryoa  will  return  to  their  old  sta- 
tion at  the  wharves,  and  the  lirst  regimenis  who 
arrive  from  England  will  take  quiet  possession 
of  the  town  and  Long  Island." 

It  must  be  observed  that,  in  coiiseipience  of 
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hi&  military  demonstrations  in  the  vaty,  the  eo- 
em/e  ships  had  ilrann  oR*  and  dropped  down  the 
baj ;  and  he  hiul  taken  vigorous  measures,  with- 
out consulting  the  committees,  to  put  an  end  to 
the  practice  of  supplying  tliem  with  provisions. 

"  Governor  Tryon  and  the  Attn,"  writes  he  to 
Washington,  "^  continue  between  Nnlten  and  Bed* 
low's  Islands.  It  has  pleased  his  Excelleno;,  in 
violation  of  the  compact  he  has  made,  to  seise 
several  vessels  from  Jersey  hidun  with  flour.  It 
has,  in  return,  pleased  my  Excellency  to  stop  all 
provisions  from  the  dty,  and  cnt  off  all  inter* 
course  with  him,  — a  measure  which  has  thrown 
the  mayor,  council,  and  tones  into  agonies.  The 
propensity,  or  rather  rage,  for  paying  court  to 
this  great  man,  is  inconceivable.  They  caitDOt 
be  weaned  from  him.  We  must  pni  worm- 
wood on  his  paps,  or  they  will  cry  to  aucfc,  as 
they  are  in  their  second  childhood." 

We  ■would  observe  in  eiplaimlion  of  a  sarcasm 
in  the  above  quoted  letter,  that  Lee  professed  a 
great  contempt  for  the  title*  of  respect  which  it 
was  the  custom  to  prcfii;  to  the  name^  of  men  in 
office  or  command.  He  scoffed  at  them  as  ao- 
worihy  of  "  a  great,  free,  manly,  equal  common- 
wealth.'" "  For  my  own  part,"  said  he,  "  I  would 
as  lief  they  wonid  put  ratsbane  iu  my  mouth,  as 
the  Excellency  with  which  I  am  daily  crammed. 
How  much  more  ime  dignity  was  there  in  the 
simplicity  of  address  among  the  Romans !  Mar- 
cus Tullius  Cicero,  Decius  Brulo  Imperalori,  or 
Caio  Marcello  Consuli,  than  to  '  His  Eicccllencj 
Major-general  Noodle,'  or  to  the  '  Honorable 
John  Doodle.'" 
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a  of  Affairs  before  BoMon.  —  Wa.hintrtOQ 
AnzioiU  far  Aclion.  —  Exploit  of  FutDam.  ~  lis  Uramntic 
ConMqueni'Ss.  ~  Tbe  Farce  of  Ibe  Blw^kade  of  BosIod.  — 
An  Alnnnia^  Inlurmption —  Uiitmaes  of  the  IIe>i«gdd — 
Washlngtou's  ItliBoiue  rredicament.  —  Hli  Bold  Propo^- 
tiiw.  — Demur  of  ihe  Council  of  War.  — ArrivrU  of  Knox 
Yrith  Arlillerv.  — Dorchenler  Heighln  lobe  Seized  and  For- 
dfiad.  —  Prepamticns  tor  tbs  Attempt. 

|Hli}  siege  of  Bostou  continued  through 
winter,  without  aay  striking  incident 
■nliven  itd  monotony.  Tlie  British 
remained  within  their  works,  leaving  the  he- 
leagnering  army  slowly  to  augment  its  forces. 
The  country  was  dis&utjsfied  witti  the  inaction  of 
the  latter.  Even  Congress  was  ansious  for  some 
succesBfiil  blow  that  might  revive  populur  enihu- 
si^m.  Washington  sliared  this  anxiety,  an<l  had 
repeatedly,  in  councils  of  war,  suggestud  an  at- 
tack upon  the  town,  hut  had  found  a  majority  of 
his  general  officers  opposetl  to  it.  He  had  hoped 
some  fitvorable  opportunity  would  present,  when, 
the  harbor  being  frozen,  the  troops  miglit  ap- 
proach the  town  upon  the  ice.  The  winter,  how- 
ever, though  severe  at  first,  proved  a  mild  one, 
and  the  bay  continued  ojien.  General  Putnam, 
in  the   mean   time,  liaving  completed   the  new 
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works  at  Lechmere  Point,  and  being  desirous  of 
keeping  up  the  spirit  of  liia  men.  resolred  to  treat 
them  to  an  exploit.  Accordingly,  from  his  "  im* 
pregnable  forLresB  "  of  Cobble  Hill,  be  detached  a 
party  of  about  two  hundred,  under  his  &voritfl 
officer.  Major  KnonltoD,  to  surprise  and  capture 
ft  British  guard  stationed  at  Cbjirlesiown.  It 
was  a  daring  ejilerprise,  and  executed  with  spirit. 
As  Charlestown  Neck  was  camplciely  protectMl, 
Knowllon  led  bis  men  across  the  miU-dam,  round 
the  base  of  the  hill,  and  itomediul^lv  below  the 
fort ;  set  fire  to  the  guard-house  and  some  build- 
ings in  its  victuitj ;  made  several  priEoners,  and 
retired  without  loss,  aJthough  ttiundered  upon 
by  the  cannon  of  the  fort.  The  exploit  was  at- 
tended by  a  dramatic  effect  on  which  Putnam 
had  uot  calculated.  The  British  officers,  early  in 
the  winter,  had  fitted  up  a  theatre,  which  was 
well  attended  by  the  troops  and  tones.  On  the 
evening  in  question,  an  afterpiece  was  to  be  per- 
formed, entitled,  "  The  Blockade  of  Boston," 
intended  as  a  burlesque  on  the  patriot  army 
which  was  beleaguering  it  Washingtou  is  said 
to  have  been  represented  in  it  as  an  awkward  lout, 
eqnipped  with  a  huge  wig,  and  a  long  rusty 
■word,  attended  by  a  country  booby  us  orderly 
sergeaut,  in  rustic  garb,  with  an  old  firelock  seven 
or  eight  feet  long. 

The  theatre  was  crowded,  eapecially  by  Ihe 
military.  The  Srst  piece  was  over,  and  the  cur- 
tain was  rieing  for  the  farce,  when  a  sergennt 
made  his  nppeflraiice,  and  announced  (hat  "  the 
alarm  guns  were  firing  at  Charleslown,  and  the 
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Ydukees  alluckiiig  Buiiker'a  Hill."  At  fir!.!  tliis 
wiis  supposed  to  be  a  part  of  ilje  uiiti;i'taiiiiiieiit, 
uutil  Geueral  Howe  gave  the  word,  "  Offleere,  to 
jour  alnrni  posts." 

Great  coiifuaioD  eiisued ;  every  one  scrambled 
out  of  the  IhcNtre  aa  faat  as  possible.  Tliere  was, 
as  usual,  some  shrieking  and  rainlirig  of  ladies; 
aud  the  farte  of  "  Tiie  Blockade  of  Boston"  had 
B  more  serious  than  comic  leniiitiaiion. 

The  Loudon  "  Chrouide,"  in  a  sneering  comment 
on  Boston  affairs,  gave  Burgoync  aa  the  author 
of  ihis  bnrleaqoe  afterpiece,  though  perhaps  un- 
juBtly.  "  General  Burgoyne  has  opeued  a  tbe- 
atrical  canipaisu,  of  which  himself  is  sole  manager, 
being  determined  to  act  with  the  provinciab  on 
the  defensive  only.  Tom  Thumb  has  been  al- 
ready represented  ;  while,  on  the  olher  hand,  the 
prOTincials  are  preparing  to  exhibit,  early  in  the 
spring, '  Measure  for  Measure.'  " 

The  Briiiah  officers,  like  all  soldiers  by  pro- 
f^Ion,  endeavored  to  while  away  the  lime  by 
every  amusement  nithin  their  reach  ;  bill,  in  truth 
the  condition  of  the  besieged  town  was  daily  be- 
comiug  more  and  more  distressing.  The  inhabit- 
ants were  without  flour,  pulse,  or  vegetaliles  ;  the 
troops  were  nearly  as  destitute.  There  was  a 
lack  of  fuel,  too,  as  well  as  food.  The  small-pox 
broke  out,  and  it  was  uecessary  to  inocnlnle  the 
army.  Men,  women,  and  children  either  lefl  the 
city  volnnlarily,  or  were  sent  out  of  it ;  yet  ihe 
distress  iucreased.  Several  houses  were  broken 
open  and  plundered ;  others  were  demolished  by 
the  soldiery  for  fuel.     General  Howe  reM>rted  to 
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iugton  HcquiuFCtic]  in  ibe  deuisiori,  it  being  nliooat 
anauimoiis ;  yet  lie  felt  tliH  irksotneat^  of  his 
situation.  *•  To  bivve  ihe  eyes  of  tlie  wliole  con- 
tinent," said  lie,  "  fixed  with  anxious  expectatioD 
of  hearing  of  eome  great  event,  Hiid  to  be  re- 
strained in  every  military  operaiion  for  want  of 
the  necessary  means  of  carrying  it  on,  is  not  very 
pleasing,  especially  as  the  means  used  to  conceal 
my  weakness  from  the  eoemy,  conceal  it  also  from 
our  friends,  and  add  to  their  wonder." 

In  the  council  of  war  above  menlionedi  a 
cannonade  and  bombardment  were  cunsidereil  ad- 
visable, as  soon  aa  there  shonlJ  be  a  sufficiency 
of  powder  ;  in  the  mean  time,  preparations  might 
be  made  for  taking  possession  of  Dorchester 
Heights,  and  Noddle's  Island. 

At  length  the  ciirnp  was  rejoiced  by  the  arrival 
of  Colonel  Knox,  wilh  his  long  train  of  sledges 
drawn  by  oxen,  bringing  more  than  ti(iy  cannon, 
mortars,  and  howitzers,  beside  supplies  of  lead 
and  flints.  The  zeal  and  perseverance  which  he 
had  displayed  in  his  wintry  expedition  across 
frozen  lakes  and  snowy  wastes,  and  the  intelligence 
wilh  whicli  he  had  fuifiiled  his  instructions,  won 
him  the  entire  confidence  of  Wasbinglon.  His 
conduct  in  ibis  enterprise  was  but  an  earnest  of 
that  energy  and  nbility  which  he  displayed  through* 
out  the  war. 

Further  ammunition  being  received  from  the 
royal  arsenal  at  New  York,  and  oilier  qunrters, 
and  a  reinforcement  of  ten  regiments  of  militia, 
Washinglou  no  longer  met  with  opposition  to  his 
warlike  measures.     Lechtnere  Point,  which  Put- 
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nam  had  fortiSetl,  was  immediately  to  be  supplied 
vrilh  mortara  nod  heavy  camion,  Bo  aa  lo  command 
BoetoD  OD  the  norlU ;  aud  Dorchester  Heights,  on 
the  soQtb  of  the  lowu,  were  forthwith  lo  be  taken 
poasessioD  of.  "If  unythitig,"  said  Waabingtoa, 
"will  induce  ihe  enemy  lo  hazard  an  engage nienl, 
it  will  be  our  Rttemptiug  to  fortify  those  heights,  as, 
in  that  eveiii  lakiog  place,  we  shall  be  able  to  com- 
nmnd  a  great  part  of  the  town,  and  almost  the 
whole  harbor."  Their  possession,  moreover,  would 
enable  bim  (a  push  his  works  to  Nook's  Rill,  and 
otlier  points  opposite  Boston  whence  a  cannonade 
and  bombardmeot  must  drive  the  enemy  froni  the 
dty. 

The  cooncil  of  Klassachusetts,  at  his  request, 
ordered  the  militia  of  the  towns  contiguous  to  Dor- 
dwMer  and  Roxbury,  lo  hold  themselves  in  read- 
inen  to  repair  to  the  lines  at  tboae  places  with 
anna,  ammunition,  and  accoutrements,  on  receiving 
■  pteeoDcerted  signal. 

WaahingloQ  felt  painfully  aware  how  much  de- 
pcoded  npoo  the  sncc^ss  of  this  attempt.  There 
waa  k  doild  of  gloom  and  distrust  lowering  Dpon 
the  pabtic  mind.  Danger  threatened  on  the  north 
■od  on  iIk  south.  Montgomery  bad  fallen  be- 
bn  the  wails  of  Quebec  Tbe  anny  in  Canada 
mstimatnd.  Tryon  amd  the  tories  were  plouii^ 
miiduef  in  New  Tork.  Dnnmore  was  haraanng 
the  hm^  put  of  Tbginia,  and  Ointon  and  Ul 
ftumSag  along  the  coast,  oo  a  aeoft 


26th  or  February,  be  forbade  all  playing  at  cards 
aad  uiher  games  of  chnnce.  "At  this  time  of 
public  distress,"  writes  he,  "  men  may  find 

i  of  God  and  their  coualry, 
without  abondouing  themselvca  to  vice  and  im- 
morality  It  is  a  noble  cause  we  are 

engaged  in ;  It  is  ihe  canne  of  virtue  and  man- 
kind ;  every  advantage  and  comfort  to  us  and  our 
posterity  depend  upon  the  vigor  of  our  exerliona ; 
in  ebori,  freedom  or  slavery  must  be  the  result  of 
our  conduct ;  there  can,  therefore,  be  no  greater 
indueement  to  men  to  behave  well.  But  it  may 
not  be  amiss  to  the  troops  to  know,  that  if  any 
man  in  action  shall  presume  to  skulk,  hide  him- 
self, or  retreat  from  the  enemy  without  the  orden 
of  bis  commanding  otHcer,  he  will  be  instantly 
shot  down  as  an  example  of  cowardice;  cowards 
having  too  frequently  disconcerted  the  best  formed 
troops  by  their  dastardly   beliavior." 

In  the  general  plan  it  was  concerted  that,  should 
the  etiemy  detach  a  large  Ibrce  to  dislodge  onr 
men  from  Dorchester  Heights,  as  had  been  done 
in  the  affair  of  Bunker's  Hill,  an  attack  upon  the 
opposite  side  of  the  town  should  forthwith  be 
made  by  General  Futusm.  For  this  purpose  he 
was  to  have  four  thousand  picked  men  in  readiness, 
in  two  divbions,  under  Generals  Sullivan  and 
Greene.  At  a  concerted  signal  from  Boxbury, 
they  were  to  embark  in  boats  near  the  mouth  of 
Charles  River.cross  undercoveraf  the  fire  of  three 
dealing  batteries,  land  in  two  places  in  Boston, 
secure  its  strong  posts,  force  the  gales  and  works 
at  the  Neck,  and  let  in  the  Roxbury  troops. 
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eveoing  of  Monday,  the  4ili  of  Marcb, 

Iwns  Used  upon  far  the  occupalion  of 
Doruhcater  Heights.  The  ground  was 
froieti  loo  bard  to  be  easily  iulreiiehed ;  fascines, 
therefore,  unil  gttbtous,  and  bundles  of  screwed  bay, 
were  coUecied  daring  Iho  two  prewding  nights, 
with  which  to  form  brenstivorks  nnd  redoubts. 
During  these  two  busy  tiights  the  enemy's  batteries 
were  cannonaded  and  bombarded  from  opposite 
points,  to  otxupy  their  attention,  and  prevent  their 
noticing  ibexe  preparalionn.  Tliey  replied  with 
spirit,  and  the  inceeaiint  roar  of  artillery  thus  kept 
up,  covered  completely  the  rumbling  of  wagons 
and  ordnance. 

How  little  the  enemy  were  aware  of  what  waa 
impending,  we  may  gather  from  the  following 
extract  of  a  letter  from  an  officer  ofdislinclion  in 
the  British  army  in  Boston  to  bis  friend  in  Lon- 
don, dnted  on  the  3d  of  March  :  — 


I!IG  LIFE  OF  WASHlNGTOy. 

"For  Cbese  last  six  weeks  or  near  two  mouibs 
we  have  been  belter  amused  iban  could  possibly 
be  expected  in  our  eltuiition.  We  baJ  a  theatre, 
we  hnd  bslU,  and  there  ia  actually  a  sub»criptioD 
on  foot  for  a  masquerade.  England  eeems  to  have 
forgot  «3,  and  we  have  endeavored  to  forget  our- 
selves. Uul  we  were  roused  to  a  sense  of  our 
situation  last  uight,  in  a  manner  an  pleasant  enough. 
The  rebels  have  been  for  some  time  post  erecting 
a  bomb  battery,  and  last  nigtit  began  to  play  upon 
us.  Two  shells  fell  not  Sat  from  me.  One  fell 
upon  Colonel  Monckton's  house,  but  luckily  did 
not  burst  until  it  had  crossed  the  street.  Many 
bouses  were  damaged,  but  no  lives  lost.  The 
rebel  army,"  adds  he,  "  ia  not  brave,  I  believe, 
but  it  is  agreed  on  all  bands  that  ibeir  artillery 
officers  are  at  least  equal  to  ours."  ' 

The  wife  of  John  Adams,  who  resided  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  American  camp,  and  knew  that  a 
general  action  was  meditated,  expressea  in  a  letter 
to  lier  husband  the  feelings  of  a  patriot  woman 
during  the  suspeuae  of  these  nighta, 

"  1  have  been  in  a  constant  stale  of  anxiety, 
since  you  left  me,"  writes  she  on  Satuniay.  "  It 
bas  been  said  to-morrow,  and  to-morrow  for 
this  month,  and  when  the  dreadful  to-morrow 
will  be.  I  know  not.  But  hark !  The  house  this 
instant  shakes  with  the  roar  of  cannon.  I  have 
been  to  the  door,  and  find  it  is  a  cannonnde  from 
our  army.  Orders,  I  find,  are  come,  for  all  the 
remaining  militia  to  repair  to  the  lines  Monday 
night,  by  twelve  o'clock.    No  sleep  for  me  to  nighu" 

1  Am.  AttAivii,  4lh  Series,  v.  135. 
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Oil  Sanday  tlie  letter  is  resumed.  "I  went  to 
bed  af^cr  twelve,  but  got  no  re^t ;  tbe  cannon  coii- 
tinned  flriug,  Hud  my  heart  kept  pace  ivilb  them 
all  uiglit.  We  bnve  tind  a  pretty  quiet  day,  but 
what  to-morrow  will  bring  forth,  God  only  knows." 

On  Mondny,  tlie  appointed  evening,  she  coa- 
tiaues:  "  I  bnve  just  returned  from  Fenn's  Hill, 
where  I  have  been  sitting  to  hear  tbe  amnzing 
>□,  and  from  whence  I  could  see 
every  shell  which  waa  thrown.  The  sound,  I 
think,  13  one  of  tbe  grandest  in  nature,  and  ia  of 
tbe  true  species  of  the  sublime.  'Tis  now  an  in- 
cessant roar ;  but  0,  tbe  futal  ideas  which  are 
ODonected  with  tlie  souJ)d !  How  many  of  our 
dear  countrymen  must  fall  I 

a  bed  about  twelve,  and  arose  again 
8  little  after  one.  I  could  no  more  sleep  than  if 
I  had  been  in  tbe  enf^iigemeiit ;  the  milling  of  tbe 
windows,  tbe  jar  of  the  bou)«e,  the  continual  roar 
of  twenty-four  pounders,  and  the  bursting  of 
shells,  give  ua  such  ideas,  and  realize  a  acene  to 
ns  uf  which  we  could  scarcely  form  any  concep- 
tion. I  hope  to  give  you  joy  of  Boston,  even  if 
it  is  in  ruins,  before  I  send  this  away." 

On  the  Monday  evening  thus  graphically  de- 
scribed. Its  Mxiii  as  tbe  6ring  commenced,  tbe  de- 
tachmeat  under  General  Thomas  set  out  on  its 
caatioos  and  secret  march  front  the  linea  of  Rox- 
bury  and  Dorcheiiler.  Everything  waa  conducted 
U  regularly  and  quietly  as  possible.  A  covering 
party  of  tight  hundred  men  preceded  the  carta 
with  the  intrenching  toola ;  then  c»me  General 
Ttwmas  with  the  working  party,  twelve  hundred 
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Blroiig,  followeil  by  a.  Imiii  uf  iltree  huu(]red  wag- 
ons, liuleii  with  fasciues,  gabions,  and  hay  ecrewtid 
into  bandies  of  seveii  or  eight  hundred  weigh!. 
A  great  Dumber  of  such  buudlee  were  runged  id 
a  liue  ulung  Dorchester  Neck  ou  the  i^ide  next 
the  enemy,  to  protect  the  troops,  wliile  piissiiig. 
from  being  raked  by  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  For- 
tunately, although  the  moon,  as  Wni^hinglon  writes, 
was  shiniog  in  its  full  Instre,  the  6ash  and  roar 
of  caimonry  from  oppooile  points,  and  the  burst- 
ing of  bombshells  high  in  the  air,  so  engaged  and 
diverted  the  allenlion  of  the  enemy,  that  the  de- 
tachment reached  the  heighu  about  eight  o'clock, 
without  being  heard  or  perceived.  The  covering 
party  then  divided  \  oue  half  proceeded  to  the 
point  uearest  Boston,  the  other  to  the  one  nearest 
to  Castle  Williams.  The  working  party  com- 
menced to  fortify,  under  the  directions  of  Gridley, 
the  veteran  engineer,  who  had  planned  the  works 
ou  Bunker's  UJIl.  It  was  severe  labor,  fur  the 
earth  was  frozeu  eighteen  inches  deep ;  hut  the 
men  worked  with  more  than  their  usual  spirit, 
for  the  eye  of  the  commander-in-chief  was  upon 
them.  Though  not  called  there  by  his  duties, 
Washington  could  not  ho  absent  from  this  event- 
ful operation.  Au  eloquent  orator  has  iinagined 
his  situation,  —  "All  around  him  intense  move- 
ment ;  while  nothing  was  to  he  heard  excepting 
the  tread  of  busy  feet,  and  the  dull  sound  of  the 
mattock  upon  tlie  frozen  soil.  Beneath  him  tlie 
slumbering  batteries  of  the  uastle  ;  the  roadsteads 
and  harbor  filled  with  the  ve^ela  of  the  royal 
fleet,  motionless,  except  as  they  swung  round  at 
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their  moorings  at  ihe  turn  of  the  midoight  tide 
the  beleaguered  city  occupied  with  a  powerful 
army,  aud  a  coDBiderable  tion-corabatanl  popula- 
tion, startled  into  nnoatural  vigilance  by  ihe 
cessant  aud  dcslructiTe  caniiouade,  yet  unobser- 
vant of  the  great  operations  iu  prt^ress  so  neor 
them  i  the  surrounding  country,  dotted  mich  a 
hundred  rural  settlemeuts,  roused  Irom  ciie  deep 
sleep  of  a  New  England  village,  by  the  unwonted 
glare  and  tumuli."  ' 

The  same  plaalic  fancy  auggeals  the  crowd  of 
Tuious,  phantoms  of  the  past,  nhieh  may  have 
passed  through  Washington's  mind,  on  this  night 
of  feverish  excitement.  "  His  early  training  in 
the  wilderness ;  his  escape  from  drowning,  and 
the  deadly  ritle  of  Ihe  savage  in  the  perilous  mis- 
sion to  Venango ;  the  shower  of  iron  hail  through 
which  he  rode  unharmed  on  Braddock's  Held ;  the 
early  stages  of  the  great  conflict  now  brought  to 
its  crisis,  and  still  more  solemnly,  the  possibilities 
of  the  future  for  himself  and  for  America  —  the 
rain  of  Ihe  patriot  cause  if  he  failed  at  the  out- 
set; the  triumphant  consolidation  of  the  Revolu- 
tion if  he  prevailed." 

The  labors  of  the  night  were  carried  on  by 
ibe  Americans  with  their  usual  activity  and  ad- 
dress. When  a  relief  party  arrived  at  four 
o'clock  in  the  momiug,  two  forts  were  in  suflt- 
deot  forwardness  to  furnish  protection  against 
small-arms  aud  gmpeshot ;  and  such  use  was 
made  of  the   fascines    and   bundles  of  screwed 
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haj,  that,  at  dnwn,  n  formidBble-lookiDg  fortresa 
frowned  along  the  heiglit.  We  liave  the  testi- 
moDy  of  ft  British  officer  alrendy  quoted,  for  the 
fact.  "This  morning  At  daybrenk  we  discovered 
two  redoubts  on  Dorchester  Point,  and  two  smal- 
ler ones  on  their  flanks.  Thej  were  all  raised 
during  the  last  uight,  with  ao  ex{)edilion  equal  to 
that  of  the  genii  belonging  lo  Allndin's  nouderfnl 
lamp.  From  these  hills  they  command  the  whole 
town,  so  that  we  must  drive  them  from  their  post, 
or  desert  the  place." 

Howe  gazed  at  the  mushroom  fortress  with  eu- 
tonishment,  as  it  loomed  indistinctly,  but  grandly, 
through  a  mornitig  fog.  "  Tlie  rebels,"  exclaimed 
he,  "  have  done  more  work  in  one  night,  than  my 
whole  army  would  have  done  in  one  month." 

Washington  had  watched,  with  intense  anxiety, 
the  e£fect  of  tlie  revelation  at  daybreak.  '■'  When 
the  enemy  first  discovered  our  works  in  the  morn- 
ing," writes  lie,  "  they  seemed  to  be  in  great  con- 
hision,  and  from  their  movements,  to  intend  an 

An  American,  who  was  on  Dorchester  Heights, 
gives  a  picture  of  the  scene.  A  tremendous  can- 
nonade was  commenced  from  the  forts  in  Boston, 
and  the  shipping  in  the  harbor,  "  Cannon  shot," 
writes  he,  ~  are  continually  rolling  and  rebound- 
ing over  the  hill,  and  it  is  astonishing  lo  observe 
how  little  our  soldiers  are  terrified  by  them.  The 
royal  troops  are  perceived  lo  be  in  motion,  as  if 
embarking  1a  pass  the  harbor  and  land  on  Dor- 
chester shore,  to  attack  our  works.  The  hills  and 
elevations  in  this  vicinity  are  covered  with  spec- 
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talors,  lo  vritne83  deeds  of  horroT  in  the  expected 
conflict.  Hia  Excflllency,  Genertil  Waahiogioii,  is 
present,  animating  and  encoumging  the  soldiers, 
and  they  in  return  manifest  tlieir  joy,  and  ex- 
press a  warm  desire  for  the  approach  of  the 
enemy ;  eacb  man  knows  his  own  place.  Our 
breastworks  are  strengthened,  and  among  the 
means  of  defense  are  a  great  number  of  barrels, 
filled  with  Blones  and  sand,  and  arranged  in  front 
of  our  works,  which  are  lo  be  put  in  motion,  and 
made  to  roll  down  the  hill,  to  break  the  legs  of 
the  assailants  as  they  advance-" 

General  Tlionius  waa  reinforced  with  two  thou- 
sand men.  Old  Putnam  stood  reaiiy  to  make  a 
descent  upon  the  north  side  of  the  (own,  with  his 
four  thousand  picked  men,  as  soon  as  ihe  heights 
on  the  south  should  be  assailed :  "  All  the  fore- 
noon," says  the  American  above  cited,  "  we  were 
in  momentary  expectation  of  witnessing  an  awful 
scene ;  nothing  less  than  the  caruage  of  Breed's 
Hill  battle  was  expected." 

As  Washington  rode  about  the  heights,  he  re- 
minded the  troops  that  it  was  the  5ih  of  March, 
the  anniversary  of  the  Boston  massacre,  and 
called  on  ihcni  lo  revenge  the  slaughter  of  their 
brethren.  Tliey  answered  him  wiih  shouls. 
"  Our  officers  and  men,"  writes  he,  "  appeared 
impatient  for  tlie  appeal.  The  event,  I  think, 
must  linve  been  fortunate  ;  nothing  less  than  suc- 
cess and  victory  on  our  side." 

Howe,  in  the  mean  time,  was  perplexed  be- 
tween Ilia  pride  and  the  hazards  of  hia  position. 
In  his  letters  to  the  ministry,  he  had  scouted  the 
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idea  of  "  being  ia  dangei'  from  the  relieU."  He 
bad"  hoped  they  would  attack  him."  Appareotly 
they  were  about  lo  fulfill  hia  hopes,  Bud  with  for- 
midable advnntttges  of  position.  He  musl  dislodge 
thom  from  Dorchester  HeighlB,  or  evauuule  Boe- 
ton.  The  latter  was  an  alternative  loo  mortify- 
ing to  be  readily  adopted.  He  resolved  on  an 
attack,  but  it  was  to  be  a  uigbt  one. 

"  A  body  of  light  infantry,  under  the  command 
of  Major  Slulgrave,  and  a  body  of  greoadiers,  are 
lo  embark  lo-nigtit  at  seven,"  writes  the  gay  Brit- 
ish officer  already  quoted.  "  I  think  it  likely  to 
be  a  general  affair.  Adieu  bulls,  masquerades, 
etc,  for  this  may  be  looked  upon  as  ibe  opening 
of  the  campaign." 

In  the  evening  the  British  began  to  move. 
IjOrd  Percy  wns  to  lead  the  attack.  Twenty-five 
hundred  men  were  embarked  in  transports,  which 
were  to  convey  them  lo  the  reiidezvouB  at  Castle 
Williams.  A  violent  storm  set  in  from  the  east 
The  Irousporls  could  not  reach  their  place  of  des- 
tination. The  men-of-war  could  not  cover  and 
support  them.  A  furious  surf  beat  on  the  shore 
where  the  boats  would  have  to  land.  The  at- 
tack was  consequently  postponed  until  the  follow- 
ing day. 

That  day  was  equally  unpropiiioua.  Tlie  storm 
continued,  with  torrents  of  rain.  The  attack  was 
again  postponed.  In  the  mean  time,  the  Amer- 
icans went  on  strengthening  their  works ;  by  tlie 
time  the  storm  subsided.  General  Howe  deemed 
tbom  loo  Biroug  to  be  easily  carried ;  the  attempt, 
therefore,  whs  relinquished  altogether. 
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What  wfts  to  be  done?  The  sheUa  thrown 
from  the  heights  into  the  towci,  proved  that  it 
was  no  longer  tenable.  The  fleet  was  equally 
exposed.  Ailmiral  Shuldhnm,  the  successor  to 
Graves,  assured  Howe  that  if  the  Americaos 
taaintiuDed  possession  of  the  heights,  his  ships 
could  not  remain  in  the  liarbor.  It  was  deler- 
miued,  therefore,  io  a  council  of  war,  to  evacuate 
the  place  as  soon  as  possible.  But  now  came  on 
a  humiliating  perplexity.  The  troops,  iu  embark- 
ing, wouU!  bo  exposed  to  a  destructive  fire.  Hoir 
was  this  to  be  prevented  ?  General  Howe's  pride 
would  not  suffer  bim  to  make  capitulations  ;  he  en- 
deavored to  work  on  the  fears  of  the  Boaloniaus.  by 
hiultng  that  if  Lis  troops  were  molested  while  em- 
barking,  he  might  be  obliged  to  cover  their  retreat, 
by  setting  fire  to  the  towD. 

The  hint  had  its  effect  Several  of  the  prin- 
cipal inhabitants  communicated  with  him  through 
the  medium  of  General  Robertson.  The  result 
of  the  negotiation  was,  that  a  paper  was  concocted 
and  signed  by  several  of  the  "  stleclmen "  of 
BoBiou,  stating  the  feara  they  had  entertained  of 
the  destruction  of  the  place,  but  that  those  fears 
had  been  quieted  by  Gtenera]  Howe's  declaration 
that  it  should  remain  uninjured,  provided  his 
troops  were  unmolested  while  embarking  i  the  se- 
lectmen, therefore,  begged  "some  assurance  that 
so  dreadful  a  calamity  might  not  be  brought  on, 
by  any  measures  from  wilhout." 

This  paper  was  sent  out  from  Boston,  on  the 
eveuing  of  the  8th,  with  a  flag  of  truce,  which 
bore  it  to  the  American  lines  at  Boxhury.    There 
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it  WHS  received  bj  Colonel  Learned,  and  carried 
by  bim  to  head-quarlera.  Washinglon  conaulted 
with  such  of  ihe  general  officers  as  he  could  im- 
mediately oBsonible.  The  paper  whs  nol  addressed 
to  bint,  nor  [o  auy  one  else.  It  was  not  aathen- 
ticated  by  (be  signature  of  General  Howe ;  nor 
was  there  any  other  act  obliging  tliat  commander 
to  fulfill  the  promise  a'aerled  to  have  been  made 
by  him.  It  was  deemed  proper,  therefore,  that 
Woshiogton  should  give  no  answer  to  the  paper ; 
but  that  Colonel  Learned  should  signify  in  a  let- 
tor,  his  having  laid  it  before  tlie  commander-in- 
chief,  and  the  reasons  assigned  for  not  answering 
it. 

With  this  uncompromising  letter,  the  flag  re- 
turned to  Boston.  The  Americans  suspended 
their  fire,  but  continued  to  fortify  their  positions. 
On  the  night  of  the  9th,  a  detachment  was  sent 
to  plant  a  battery  on  Nook's  Hill,  an  eminence  at 
Dorchester,  which  lies  nearest  to  Boston  Neck. 
A  fire  kindled  behind  the  hill,  revealed  the  proj- 
ect It  provoked  a  cannonade  from  the  British, 
which  was  returned  with  interest  from  Cobble 
Hill,  Lecbmere  Point,  Cumbridge,  and  Ruxbury. 
The  roar  of  cannonry  and  bursting  of  bombshells 
prevailed  from  half  atler  eight  at  night,  until  aiz 
in  the  morning.  It  was  another  night  of  terror 
to  the  people  of  Bostoci ;  but  the  Americans  had 
to  desist,  for  the  presenl,  from  the  attempt  to  for- 
tify Nook's  Hill.  Among  the  nccidenla  of  the 
bombardment,  was  the  bnrsiing  of  Putnam's  vaun. 
ted  mortar,  "  The  Ojngresa." 

Daily  preparations  were  now  made  by  the  en- 
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emj  for  departnre.  By  prockinntion,  tlie  inhab- 
itants were  ordered  to  deliver  up  all  linen  and 
woolen  goods,  and  all  otber  goods,  that,  in  posaeti- 
siouof  the  rebels,  would  aid  ihem  in  carrying  on  the 
war.  Crean  Uiish,  a  New  York  tory,  was  author- 
ized to  take  possession  of  such  goods,  and  put  them 
on  board  of  two  of  tbe  transports.  Under  cover  of 
bis  commission,  be  and  his  myrmidons  broke  open 
stores,  and  stripped  Ihem  of  their  contents.  Mn- 
randing  gangs  from  the  Heet  und  army  followed 
their  example,  and  extended  their  depredations  to 
private  bonses.  On  the  14th,  Howe,  in  a  general 
order,  declared  that  the  first  soldier  caught  plun- 
dering should  be  hanged  on  the  spot.  Still  on 
the  16ih  houses  were  broken  open,  goods  de- 
stroyed, and  furniture  defaced  by  the  troops. 
Some  of  the  furniture,  it  is  true,  belonged  to  the 
officers,  and  was  destroyed  because  they  could 
neither  sell  it  nor  carry  it  away. 

The  letter  of  a  British  officer  gives  a  lively  pic- 
ture of  the  hnrried  preparations  for  retreat  "  Our 
not  being  burdened  with  provisions,  permitted  us 
to  save  some  stores  and  ammunition,  the  light 
field-pieces,  and  such  things  as  were  most  L'onve- 
nient  of  carriage.  The  rest,  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
we  were  obliged  to  leave  behind  ;  such  of  the 
guns  as  by  dismounting  we  could  throw  into  the 
sea  was  so  done.  The  carriages  were  disabled, 
and  every  precaution  taken  that  our  drcumstances 
wonld  permit ;  for  our  retreat  was  by  agreement. 
The  peo[)le  of  ihe  town  who  were  friends  lo  gov- 
ernment, took  care  of  nothing  but  their  merchan- 
dise, and  found  means  to  employ  tbe  meu  belong- 
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ing  to  the  irnnsports  iii  embarking  tlieir  goods,  to 
that  seveml  of  Ilie  viissela  were  enlirtly  Slled  with 
private  properly,  instead  of  llie  king's  Btorea.  Bj 
eonie  unnvoidikblti  nccident,  the  mediciaea,  sur- 
geoDs'  chests,  inslruinents,  aud  necessariea,  were 


The 


distress 
ded,  re- 


letl  ID  the  hospital. 
U>  such  II  diaastei',  will  niRke  you 
much  must  be  forgot,  where  every  i 
vale  concern.  The  iieoessBry  ctiri 
of  the  womun,  children,  sick,  anil 
quired  every  assislnneo  that  could  be  given.  It 
waa  not  like  breaking  up  a  camp,  where  every 
man  knows  his  duly  ;  it  was  like  departing  your 
country  with  your  wives,  your  survaota,  your 
household  furniture,  and  all  your  incumbrances. 
The  officers,  who  felt  the  disgrace  of  their  retreat, 
did  their  utmost  to  keep  up  appearances.  The 
men,  who  thought  they  were  changing  for  the 
better,  strove  to  take  advantage  of  the  present 
limes,  and  were  kept  from  phinder  and  drink  with 
difflcuhy."  ^ 

For  some  days  the  embarkation  of  the  troops 
was  delayed  by  adverse  winds.  Washington, 
who  was  imperfectly  informed  of  affiiirs  in  Bos- 
lou.  feared  that  the  movements  diere  might  be  a 
feint.  Determined  to  bring  things  to  a  crisis,  he 
detached  a  force  to  Nook's  llill  on  Saturday,  the 
HiKteenth.  which  tlirew  up  a  bi'eastwork  in  the 
night  regardless  of  the  cannonading  of  the  enemy. 
This  commanded  Boston  Neck,  and  the  south 
part  of  the  town,  and  a  deserter  brought  a  false 
report  lo  the  tiridsh  that  a  geuenil  assantt  was 
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Ths  embarkation,  so  long  flelavfii,  beg;in  witli 
hurry  and  confiision  at  four  o'cluck  in  t!io  morn- 
ing. The  harbor  of  Bo3Uta  boou  presented  a 
BtHking  und  tumultuous  scene.  There  were  aer- 
enty-eigbt  shipa  and  transports  casting  loose  for 
aea,  and  eleven  or  twelve  thousand  men,  soldiers, 
sailors,  and  refugees,  hurrying  to  embark ;  many, 
especially  of  the  latter,  with  their  families  and 
personal  effects.  The  retiigces,  in  fact,  labored 
under  greater  disadvantages  than  the  king's 
troops,  being  obliged  to  man  their  own  vessels, 
as  sufficient  seamen  could  not  be  spared  from  the 
king's  transports.  Speaking  of  those  "  who  had 
taken  upon  themselves  the  style  and  title  of  gov- 
ernment men  "  in  Boston,  and  acted  an  unfriendly 
part  in  this  great  contest,  WashingUin  observes: 
"By  all  accounts  there  never  existed  H  more 
miserable  set  of  beings  than  these  wretched  crea- 
tores  now  are.  Taught  to  believe  that  the  power 
of  Great  Britain  was  superior  to  all  opposition, 
and  that  foreign  aid,  if  not,  was  at  hand,  they 
were  even  higher  and  more  insulting  in  their  op- 
position tiian  the  Regulars.  Wlien  the  order 
issued,  therefore,  for  embarking  the  troops  in 
Boston,  no  electric  shock  —  no  sudden  clap  of 
thunder,  —  in  a  word  the  last  trump  could  not 
have  atrnck  tliem  with  greater  constemadon. 
They  were  at  their  wits'  end,  and  conscious  of 
their  black  ingratitude,  choose  to  commit  tbem- 
selves,  in  the  manner  I  have  above  described,  to 
the  mercy  of  the  waves  at  a  tempestuous  season, 
rather  than  meet  their  offended  countrymen."  ^ 
1  Latter  to  John  A.  Wmhington,  Aia.  ArMea,  4lli  Seriea  v. 


208  LIFE  OF   WASHINGTON. 

While  i1)i»  tumultuoua  einliarkatbn  w.i£  going 
on,  the  Americans  looked  ou  in  silence  from  their 
batteries  oa  Dorchester  Heights,  without  firing  a 
shot.  "  It  was  lucky  for  llie  inhahitauta  now  left 
in  Boston,  that  they  did  not."  writes  a  Britisli 
officer ;  "  for  I  am  informed  everything  was  pre- 
pared to  set  tlie  town  io  a  bUze,  had  tjiey  fired 
one  cnimou."  • 

At  an  early  hour  of  the  morning,  the  troops 
fltadoned  at  Cambridge  and  Roxbury  had  pa- 
raded, and  several  regiments  under  Putnam  bad 
embarked  in  boata,  and  dropped  down  Charles 
River,  xo  Sewall's  Point,  to  watch  the  move- 
ments of  the  enemy  by  land  and  water.  About 
nine  o^^lo^k  a  largo  body  of  troops  was  seen 
marching  down  Bunker's  Hill,  while  boats  full 
of  soldiers  were  putting  off  for  the  shipping. 
Two  scouts  were  sent  from  the  camp  to  recon- 
noitre. The  works  appeared  still  to  be  occujHed, 
ibr  sentries  were  posted  about  them  with  shoul- 
dered miisketa.  Observing  them  to  be  motionless, 
the  scouts  made  nearer  scrutiny,  and  discovered 
them  to  be  mere  effigies,  set  up  to  delay  the  ad- 
vauce  of  the  Americans.  Pushing  on,  they  found 
the  works  deserted,  and  gave  signal  of  the  fact; 
whereupon,  a  detachment  was  sent  from  the  camp 
to  take  possession. 

Part  of  Putnam's  troops  were  now  sent  back 
to  Cambridge;  a  part  were  ordered  forward  to 
occupy  Boston.  General  Ward,  too,  with  five 
hundred  men.  made  his  way  from  Goshury,  across 
the  Neck,  about  which  the  enemy  had  scattered 
1  Frottiint^iun,  Sitgt  e/Bmum,  p.  310. 


"^SBISGTOIf  ENTERS  BOSTOK.       2f>ft 

-ow's  feet,'  to  impeiie  invasion.  The 
inbarred  and  thrown  open,  and  the 
Americana  entered  in  triumph,  with  drums  beitt- 
ing  aod  colors  Hying- 

By  ten  o'clock,  the  enemy  were  all  embarked 
aod  under  way ;  Putnam  hail  taken  command  of 
tlie  inty,  and  occupied  the  important  points,  and 
the  flag  of  thirteen  stripes,  the  standard  of  the 
Union,  floated  ahove  all  the  forte. 

On  the  following  day,  Washington  himself  en- 
tered the  town,  where  he  was  joyfully  welcomed. 
He  beheld  around  him  aad  traces  of  the  devasta- 
tion  caused  by  the  bombardment,  though  not  to 
the  extent  that  he  liad  appreheniled.  There  were 
evidencea,  also,  of  the  haate  with  which  the  Brit- 
iab  had  retreated  —  five  pieces  of  ordnance  with 
their  trunnions  knocked  ofT;  others  hastily  spiked; 
others  thrown  oiF  the  wharf.  "  General  Howe's 
retreat,"  writes  Washington,  "  was  precipitate 
beyond  anything  I  could  have  conceived.  The 
destruction  of  the  stores  at  Dunbar's  camp,  afler 
Braddock's  defeat,  was  but  a  feint  image  of  wliat 
may  be  seen  at  Boston ;  artillery  carts  cat  to 
pieces  in  one  place,  gun  carriages  in  another ; 
shells  broke  here,  shots  buried  there,  and  every- 
thing carrying  with  it  the  face  of  disorder  and 
confusion,  as  also  of  distress."^ 

To  add  to  the  mortification  of  General  Howe, 
he  receive^l,  we  are  told,  while  siiiling  out  of  the 
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bartwr,  [lispiiiclies  from  the  ministry,  ajiproviug 
the  resolutiuii  he  had  so  atreuuously  expressed  of 
maiatuiuitig  liis  post  until  he  should  rt^ceive  mn- 
forcemenU. 

As  the  suiall-)iox  prevaUetl  in  some  parts  of  the 
towu,  precaucioria  were  taken  by  Washington  for 
its  purtKcuLiou  ;  and  t!ie  main  body  of  the  army 
did  not  march  in  until  tlie  20th.  "  The  joy 
maoifestcfl  in  the  countenances  of  the  inhabit- 
anta,"  says  an  observer,  "  was  overcast  by  the 
melancholy  gloom  caused  by  ton  tedious  months 
of  siege;"  but  when,  on  the  22d,  the  people 
fhim  the  country  crowded  into  the  town,  "it  was 
truly  interesting,"  writes  the  satne  observer,  "  to 
witness  the  temler  interviews  and  fond  cmbraoeB 
of  those  who  had  l)eeu  long  separated  under 
circumstances  so  peculiarly  distressing."  ' 

Ts'otwitlistauding  the  baste  with  which  the 
British  army  was  embarked,  the  fleet  lingered 
for  some  days  in  Nantucket  Roail.  Apprehen- 
aive  thut  the  enemy,  now  that  tlieir  forces  were 
collected  in  one  body,  might  attempt  by  some 
blow  to  retrieve  their  late  disgnice,  Washington 
hastily  threw  up  works  on  Fort  Hill,  which  com- 
mauded  the  harbor,  and  demolished  those  whicii 
protected  the  town  from  the  neigliboriug  country. 
The  fleet  at  length  disappeared  entirely  from  the 
coast,  and  the  deliverance  of  Boston  wns  assured. 

The  eminent  services  of  Washington  through- 
out this  arduous  siege,  his  admirable  management, 
by  which,  "in  the  course  of  a  few  months,  an 

1  Thacber'E   310.  Jamnuil,  p.  60. 
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undUeipUiied  band  of  kusbandmeti  Iiecame  sol- 
diers, and  werfi  enabled  to  invest,  for  iiearly  a 
year,  and  finally  to  expel  a  brave  u^rmy  of  vet- 
erans, commanded  by  the  most  experienced  gen- 
erals," drew  forlli  the  enthusiiiaiic  applanse  of 
the  nation.  No  higher  illustration  of  this  great 
achievement  need  be  given,  than  the  summary  of 
it  contained  in  the  speech  of  a  British  statesman, 
the  Duke  of  Mani^hester,  in  the  House  of  Lorda. 
"  The  army  of  Britain,"  Buid  he,  "  e(|iiipped 
with  every  possible  essential  of  war ;  a  chosen 
army,  with  chosen  officers,  backed  by  the  power 
of  a  mighty  fleet,  sent  to  correct  revolted  Bub- 
jects ;  sent  to  chastise  a  resisting  city ;  sent  to 
aseert  Briljun'e  authority,  —  has  for  many  te- 
dious months,  been  imprisoned  within  that  town 
by  the  provincial  array ;  who,  their  watchful 
guards,  permitted  tbem  no  inlet  to  the  country ; 
who  braved  all  their  efforts,  and  defie<l  all  their 
skill  and  ability  in  war  could  ever  attempt.  One 
way,  indeed,  of  escape  was  left ;  the  fleet  is  yet 
respected;  to  the  fleet  llie  army  has  recourse; 
and  British  geaerale,  whose  name  never  met  with 
a  blot  of  dishonor,  are  forced  to  quit  that  (own 
which  was  the  first  object  of  the  war,  the  imme- 
diate cause  of  hostilities,  tlie  place  of  arms,  which 
has  cost  this  nation  more  than  a  million  to  de- 
fend." 

We  close  this  eventful  chapter  of  Washing- 
ton's history,  with  the  honor  decreed  to  him  by 
[he  highest  aujhority  of  his  coimiry.  On  motion 
of  John  Adams,  who  Lad  first  moved  his  nomi- 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

DfsCJnatiDn  oT  tlie  Fleet.  —  CommiHUon  of  (be  Two  Howes. 
-Charaoler  of  l^rd  Hone  —The  CDlonieii  dMded  inla 
Departments.  —  Lee  nsilgned  to  the  Southeni  UeportDien 
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nitlee  of  SBfttv  in  Virginis.  - 
Lee's  GreiiBdivrB.  —  E'atnsm  in  Commuid  at  N'ew  York.  - 
State  of  Affairs  tlierE,  —  Arrival  of  Wasliinglon.  — Sew 
Arraneementa.  —  I'erplexifies  witli  Reepect  to  Cluiads.  — 
England  jubi-ldizei  Ucsswn  Troops, 

|IIE  British  fleet  bearing  [be  army  from 
BiiHioii,  had  disappeared  from  tLe  coast. 
"  Wbillier  tbey  are  bound,  and  where 
they  nest  wi)l  pitcli  their  tents,"  writes  Wush- 
inglon,  "  I  know  not."  He  conjectured  their 
destination  to  be  New  York,  and  miide  his  ai'- 
rangemeuts  accordingly  ;  but  he  wits  mistaken. 
General  Howe  had  steered  for  Halifui,  there  to 
iiwuit  the  arrivnl  of  strong  reinforcements  from 
England,  and  the  fleet  of  his  brother.  Admiral 
Lord  Howe  :  who  was  to  be  commnnder-in-chier 
of  the  naval  forces  on  the  North  American  sta- 


ll was  thought  these  brothers  would  cooperate 
odmirnbly  in  the  exercise  of  their  relative  Ainc- 
lions  on  laad  and  water.  Yet  they  were  widely 
different  in   their   habits    and    dispositions.     Sir 
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'William,  en»ir, itidfllent,  ani]  self  indulgbnl,  "haled 
bueiuess,"  we  ure  lold,  "  aad  never  did  any.  Lord 
Howe  loved  ii,  dwelt  upon  it,  never  could  toave 
it."  Beside  1)19  nautical  commandit,  he  liad  been 
treasurer  of  llie  navy,  meraber  of  the  boanl  of 
admiralty,  and  had  held  a  seat  in  Farliament ; 
where,  accordiug  lo  Walpole,  he  was  "silent  ra  a 
rock,"  excepting  when  naval  affairs  were  under 
diacuasion ;  when  he  spoke  briefly  and  to  the 
point.  "  My  Lord  Howe,"  said  George  11^ 
"your  life  hus  been  a  continued  scries  of  services 
to  your  country."  He  was  now  about  lifiy-one 
years  of  age,  tall  and  well  proportioned  like  hb 
brother ;  but  wanting  his  eiu>e  of  deportment. 
Hia  complexion  was  dark,  his  countenance  grave 
and  strongly  marked,  end  lie  had  a  shy  reserve, 
occasionally  mistaken  for  haughtiness.  As  a 
naval  officer,  he  was  esteemed  reiiolute  and  en- 
terprising, yet  cool  and  Hrm.  In  hia  younger 
days  he  had  contracted  a  friendship  for  Wolfe ; 
"  it  was  like  the  union  of  cannon  and  gunpowder," 
said  Walpole.  Howe,  strong  in  mind,  solid  in 
judgment,  firm  of  purpose,  was  said  to  be  llie 
canuon ;  Wolfe,  quick  in  conception,  prompt  in 
execution,  impetuous  in  action,  the  gunpow- 
der.l  The  bravest  man,  we  are  lold,  could  not 
wish  for  a  more  able,  or  more  gallant  comman- 
der than  Howe,  and  the  aailora  used  to  say  of 
him.  "  Give  us  Black  Dick,  and  we  fear  nothing," 
Such  is  his  lordship's  portrait  na  sketched  by 
English  pencils ;  we  shall  see  hereaOur  how  far 
his  conduct  conforms  10  it.     At  present  we  must 

1  Birrows,  Lift  of  Earl  IImc,  p.  400. 


;  New  Tofl.  Sew  Jerwy.  Phw* 
ijliiM.  Ddkwsre,  and  Usr^kwl,  was  K>  be  >» 


Ibeo 


r.  oamprt-iii^  >  irgtnw, 
I.  mad  Georgia,  to  be  under  tite  CMu- 
maxii  of  a  nMJor-genemt,  and  foiir  brijcmlierv. 

Id  tkb  new  lUTBitgeineDt,  the  orders  tiesliiiin^ 
General  Lee  to  Canada  were  suiierK-ded,  itm)  ho 
was  appoioled  lo  the  coronwnd  of  ihc  Soulheni 
department,  where  he  was  to  keep  watch  u|m>o 
the  moveinent-i  of  Sir  Henry  ClinTon.  lie  wa» 
somewhat  dis^alislied  with  the  phniige  in  lii«  dc^* 
tinatioD.  ''  Ah  I  am  the  only  getitTal  uttiMT  mi 
the  continent,"  wrirea  he  to  Wiishingion.  "who 
can  spenk  or  think  in  French,  I  confess  1  think 
it  would  have  been  more  prudent  to  hfivo  sent  me 
lo  Canniln ;  but  I  sliiill  obey  with  iihiciity,  nnil  1 
Lope  with  success." 

In  reply,  Wnsliinglon  observes,  "  I  "■»»  just 
about  to  congratnlale  you  on  your  (ippointim-nl 
to  the  commnnd  in  CHUndn,  nlicii  I  reei^ivtid  thu 
BCcnitnt  tliHt  your  deslinnlion  whs  nllere<i.  A*  ti 
Yirgininii,  I  must  rejoice  nt  the  chunge,  btil  a*  nii 
American,  I  think  you  would  have  done  more  on- 
Fiential  service  lo  the  common  cnn*c  iti  Cnniuln. 
For,  beside  the  advautnge  of  Kpcnkin}'  nnd  think- 
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iiig  in  Frundi.  yu\  olficer  who  is  nnjiiainted  tviih 
ilietr  nianners  and  cuaioms,  and  has  travelled  iii 
iheir  countr}',  must  certainly  take  tlie  strougesi 
hgid  of  thiiir  uffeciion  and  confidence." 

TliB  command  in  Canada  was  given  to  Gen- 
eral Thomas,  wlio  liad  dia  Unguis  lied  himself  at 
Ruxbury,  and  wbj;  promoted  to  the  rank-of  ma- 
jor-genera!. It  would  have  been  given  lo  Schny- 
lur,  but  for  the  iiitirm  state  of  his  health;  alill 
Congress  espresged  a  reliance  on  his  efforta  lo 
complete  the  work  "  so  conspicuously  begun  and 
well  conducted  "  under  his  orders,  in  ihe  last  cam- 
paign ;  and,  as  not  merely  the  success  but  the 
very  esistence  of  the  army  in  Canada  would  de- 
petid  on  supplies  sent  from  these  colonies  across 
the  lakes,  he  was  required,  until  further  orders, 
to  fix  his  head-quarters  at  Albany,  where,  with- 
out being  exposed  to  the  fatigue  of  the  camp  un- 
til his  health  was  perfectly  restored,  he  would  be 
ill  a  situation  to  forward  supplies ;  to  superin- 
tend the  operations  necessary  for  the  defense  of 
New  York  and  the  Hudson  River,  and  the  afiairs 
of  Ihe  whole  middle  department. 

Lee  set  out  for  tlie  South  on  the  7th  of  March, 
ciw'ying  with  him  his  bold  spirit,  his  shrewd 
sagacity,  and  his  whimsical  and  splenetic  humors. 
The  following  admirably  impartial  sketch  is  given 
of  him.  by  Woshlugtou,  in  a  letter  to  his  brother 
Augustine :  "  He  is  the  lirst  in  military  knowl- 
edge and  experience  we  have  in  the  whole  army. 
He  is  zealously  attached  to  the  cause  ;  honest 
and  well  meaning,  but  rather  flekle  and  violent,  I 
fear,  in  his  temper.     However,  as  he  possesses  au 
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QOU  ghure  of  gooil  sense  and  spirit,  I  con- 

|nUulu:«  toy  vouii try-men  uii  bis   appointment  to 

I'll  departmenu" ' 

W«  |ive  by  antidpadon  a  fen'  pnssagea  from 

«')  letters,    illiistmtive    of  bis    cbaracter  aitil 

f<^>    Tbe  tiewB  of  tbe  evacunliuD  of  lioeton 

Kidied  him  in  Virgioia.     In  a  letter  to  Wasb- 

"IdM,  dated  Williamsburg,  April  5,  he  expresses 

'lioiwir  on  tbe    subject  with  generous    warmtb. 

%  dear  general,"  writes  he,  "  I  most  sincerely 

nngralulate  you;  I  congratulate   tbe  public,  on 

llngreat  and  glorious  event,  your  possession  of 

BiMon.     It  nill  be  a.  most  bright  page  in  the 

of  America,  and  a  most  abominable  black 

those  of  the  bvUlam  Britain.     Go  on,  my 

dw  general ;  crown  yourself  with  glory,  and  es- 

tliih  the  liberlies  and  lustre  of  your  country  on  a 

iwiiliition  more  permaueut  limn  the  Capitol  rock." 

Then  reverting  to  himself,  his  eubocid  bamors 

,  and  he  shows  lliat  be  bad  been  as  much 

•ontjed  in  Wiliifimsburg,  by  the  interference  of 

WDmiiiecs,  as  he  had  been  in  New  York.     "  My 

otvaiioD,'*  writes  he,  "is  Just  as  I  espect«d.     I 

sfeiid  I  shall  make  a  shabby  fignre,  without 

*iiy  rtil  demerits  of  my  own,     I  am  like  u  dog 

tlnacing-Bchool ;  I  know  not  where  lo  turn 

*J»elf,  where  to  fix  myself.     The  circumstances 

01  tlie country,  intersected  with  navigable  rivers; 

•^  UDcerlainty  of  the  enemy's  designs  and  mo- 

««,  irho  can  fly  in  an  instant  to  any  spot  ihey 

™ViK,  with   their   cauv^    wings,   throw  me,  or 

'ouhl  throw  Julius  Caisiir   into    this  inevitable 

Fan*'9  Am.  ArM*tt,  ilh  Series,  v.  B62. 
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(lilijiiima;  I  may  possilily  be  in  Uie  North,  when, 
as  BichanI  says,  I  shoulil  aei-ve  my  sovereign  in 
the  West.  1  can  only  act  from  surmise,  and 
have  a.  very  good  chance  of  sarnjising  wrong.  I 
am  sorry  to  grnte  your  ears  with  a  truth,  but  must, 
nt  all  events,  assure  you,  that  the  Prorinclal  Con-  _ 
gress  of  New  York  are  angels  of  dedeion,  when 
compared  with  your  couutryraen,  the  committee 
of  safety  assembled  at  Williamsburg.  Pnge,  Lee, 
Mercer,  and  Payne,  are,  indeed,  exceptions  ;  but 
from  Pendleton,  Bland,  the  Treasurer,  and  Co. 
—  Libera  not  domine  !  " 

Lee's  letters  from  Virginia,  written  at  a  later 
date,  were  in  a  better  humor.  "  There  is  a  noble 
spirit  in  this  province  pervading  all  orders  of 
men  ;  if  the  same  becomes  universal,  we  sliall  be 
eaved.  I  am,  fortunately  for  my  own  happiness, 
and,  I  think,  for  the  well-being  of  the  community, 
on  the  l>est  terms  with  the  senatorial  part,  as  well 
as  the  people  at  large.  I  shall  endeavor  to  pre- 
serve their  confidence  and  good  opinion."  ^ 

And  in  a  letter  lo  Washington  :  — 

"  I  have  formed  two  eomi>anie8  of  grenadiers 
to  each  regiment,  and  wilh  speara  thirteen  feet 
long.  Their  rifles  (for  they  are  all  rilleroea)  sling 
over  their  sljoulders,  their  nppearance  is  formid- 
able,  and  ihe  men  are  cnnciiiaied  to  the  wenpon. 
.  .  .  .  I  am  likewise  furnishing  myself  with 
fournjunced  rifled  amustettes,  which  will  ciirry  xa 
infernal  distance ;  the  two-ounced  hit  n  half  sheet 
of  paper,  nt  iive  hundred  yards  distance." 

On  Lee's  departure  for  the  South,  Brigadier- 

I  Fone's  Am.  Ardriva,  ith  Setiet,  r.  Tfi2. 
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geaenkl  Lonl  Siirlian;  had  reinniiietl  in  lempomiy 
coiiiinand  at  New  York,  Wftshiiigtoii,  however, 
presuming  that  ihe  Briliah  fleet  Lad  eleered  for 
that  port,  with  tlie  force  wliich  had  evacuated 
Boston,  hastened  detach  in  euts  thither  under  Gen- 
erals Heath  mid  Sullivau,  and  wrote  fur  three 
ihousaml  addilioniil  men  lo  be  furnished  hy  Con- 
necticut. The  commund  of  the  whole  he  gave 
to  General  Puiiiam,  who  was  ordered  lo  fortify 
the  city  and  the  pa-ises  of  the  Hudtiou,  according 
to  the  plans  of  Geneml  Lee.  In  the  mean  time, 
WtishiDgton  delayed  to  come  on  himaelf,  until  he 
should  have  pushed  forward  the  main  body  of  his 
army  by  divisions. 

Lee'a  auiidpations  that  laxity  i 
would  pi'evnil  after  his  departure, 
allied.  The  veteran  Putnam,  ' 
maud,  put  the  eily  under  rigorous 
The  soldiers  were  lo  retire  lo  llieir 
quarters  at  the  beating  of  the  latloo.  and  remain 
there  uutil  the  reveille  iu  the  morning.  The  in- 
habitants were  enhjected  lo  Ihu  same  rule.  None 
would  be  permitted  to  pass  a  sentry,  without  the 
countersign,  which  would  be  furnished  to  them 
on  applying  la  any  of  the  brigade  miijors.  All 
commuuicatiou  between  the  "  mimsterial  fleet " 
and  shore  was  slopped ;  the  ships  were  no  longer 
to  be  furnished  with  provisions.  Any  person 
taken  in  the  act  of  holding  communication  with 
them  would  i»  considered  an  enemy,  and  treiiled 
accordingly. 

We  have  a  lively  picture  of  the  slate  of  the 
city,  in  letters  written  at  the  time,  and  already 


ml    confusion 

1  Hiking  com- 
j  military  rule, 
r  barracks  and 
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cited.  "  When  you  arc  informed  tlint  New  Tot'k 
is  deserted  by  iCa  old  inhtibtlFiiit?,  nnd  filled  with 
soldiers  from  New  Etiglaud,  Philadelpliia,  Jereej, 
etc.,  you  will  nulurally  conclude  llie  environs  of 
it  are  not  very  sale  from  so  undisciplined  a  mnl- 
litnde  iiB  our  provincials  are  represented  to  be; 
but  I  do  believe  there  are  very  few  instances  of 
so  great  n  number  of  men  togeilier,  with  so  litlta 
mischief  done  by  lliein.  They  have  all  llie  atin> 
plicily  of  ploiiglimen  in  their  manners,  aud  seem 
quite  strangers  (o  the  vic«s  of  older  soldiers :  they 
have  beeu  employed  in  creating  fortifieatioiis  in 

every  part  of  the  town Governor  Tryon 

loses  his  credit  with  ihe  people  here  prodigiously; 
he  has  lately  issued  a  proclumalion,  desiring  the 
deluded  people  of  this  colony  to  return  to  their 
obedience,  promising  a  speedy  support  to  the 
friends  of  governnient,  declaring  a  door  of  mercy 
open  lo  the  penitent,  and  a  rod  for  the  disobedient, 
etc.  The  friends  of  government  were  provoked 
at  being  so  dislinguished,  and  the  friends  lo  lib- 
erty hung  him  in  efligy,  and  printed  a  dying 
speech  for  him.  A  letter,  too,  was  intercepted 
from  him,  baalening  Lord  Howe  lo  New  Tork, 
as  the  rebels  were  fortifying.  These  have  en- 
tirely lost  him  the  goo<I.will  of  the  people.  .  . 
.  .  You  cannot  tbink  how  sorry  I  am  the  gov- 
ernor has  so  lost  himself,  a  man  once  so  much 
beloved.  O  Lucifer,  once  the  son  of  mom,  bow 
fallen  !  General  Washington  is  expected  hourly  j 
General  Putnam  is  here,  with  several  other  gen- 
erals, and  some  of  their  ladies The 

variety  of  reports  keeps  one's  mind  always  in 
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agit&lion,  Ctiutou  and  Howe  linve  set  the  cou- 
tinenl  a  rncirig  from  Boston  to  CaroliiiR.  Clin- 
ton canie  into  our  harbor  r  away  flew  the  women, 
childreij,  good^,  and  cliattels,  and  in  cnme  the 
soldiera  flocking  from  every  part.  No  soontr  whs 
it  known  tliat  he  whs  not  going  to  land  here,  than 
expresses  were  sent  to  Virginia  and  Carolina,  to 
put  ihem  on  their  gimrd ;  his  nest  expedition 
was  to  Virginia ;  there  tliey  weru  reiidy  to  re- 
ceive him ;  from  thence  without  attempting  to 
land,  he  sailed  to  Carolina.  Now  General  Howe 
is  leading  us  nnolher  dnDce."  ' 

WtiBhingion  came  on  by  the  way  of  Providence, 
Norwich  and  New  London,  exptdiiing  the  em- 
barkation of  troops  from  these  posts,  and  arrived 
at  New  York  on  the  I3lh  of  April.  Many  of 
the  worka  which  Lee  had  coromeuced  were  by 
tliia  time  fluished ;  others  were  in  progress.  It 
was  apprehended  the  principal  operations  of  the 
enemy  wonid  be  on  Long  Island,  (he  high  grounds 
of  which,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Brooklyn,  com- 
maiided  the  city.  Washington  saw  that  nn  able 
and  efficient  officer  was  needed  at  that  place. 
Greene  was  accordingly  stationed  there,  with  a 
division  of  the  array.  He  inMnediately  proceeded 
lo  complete  the  fort  id  cat  ions  of  that  important 
post,  and  to  make  himself  acquainted  with  (he 
topography,  and  the  defensive  points  of  the  sur- 
rounding country. 

The  aggregate  force  distributed  at  several  ex- 
tensive posts  iti  New  York  and  its  envirous,  and 
on  Long  Island,  Staten  Island,  and  elsewhere, 
>  BcmmdinxtKtr,  vol.  iii.  p.  S6. 
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anioanted  to  little  mure  ihau  ten  thousand  men ; 
some  of  those  were  on  the  sick  list,  others  absent 
ou  commaad,  or  ou  furlough ;  tlicru  were  but  nbout 
eight  thousand  available  and  lit  for  duly.  These, 
loo,  were  without  piiy ;  those  recently  enlisted, 
without  arms,  and  no  one  could  say  where  arras 
wei'e  to  be  procured. 

Waahingtoii  shw  the  inadequacy  of  the  force 
to  the  purposes  required,  and  was  full  of  solicitude 
about  the  security  of  a  place,  the  central  point 
of  the  Confederacy,  and  the  grand  deposit  of 
ordnance  mid  military  stores.  He  was  aware,  too, 
of  the  disaffection  to  the  cause  among  many  of 
the  inhabitauls,  and  apprehensive  of  treachery. 
The  process  of  fortifying  the  place  bud  induced 
the  ships  of  war  to  fall  down  into  the  outer  bay, 
within  the  Hook,  upwards  of  twenty  miles  from 
the  cily  ;  but  Governor  Tryon  was  slill  on  board 
of  one  of  them.  ket;ping  up  an  active  correspond- 
ence with  the  tories  on  Staten  and  Lung  Islands, 
and  in  other  parts  of  the  neighborhood. 

Washington  took  an  early  occasion  lo  address 
on  urgent  letter  to  the  committee  of  safety,  point- 
ing out  the  dangerous  and  even  treasonable  nature 
of  this  correspondence.  He  had  more  weight 
and  influence  with  that  body  than  had  been  pos- 
sessed by  General  Lee,  and  procured  the  passage 
of  a  resolution  prohibiting,  under  severe  peualties, 
all  intercourse  with  the  king's  ships. 

Head-qunrteni,  at  this  time,  was  a  scene  of  in- 
ceesant  toil  on  the  part  of  the  commauder-in -chief, 
his  secretaries  and  aides-de-cnnip.  "I  give  in  to 
no  kind  of  amusements  myself,"  writes  he,  **  and 
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coiiBeqacDily  those  nboiit  me  can  liHve  none,  but 
are  confined  fri^m  morning  until  evening,  henring 
«nd  answering  applications  and  letters."  Tlie 
presence  of  Mrs.  Wastiington  was  a  solace  in  the 
midst  of  these  stern  militnr;  carea,  nnd  difTuaed  a 
feminine  grace  and  decorum,  and  a  cheerful  spirit 
over  the  domestic  arrangements  of  head-quarlerp, 
where  everything  was  conducted  witli  simplicity 
and  dignity.  The  wives  of  some  of  the  other 
generab  and  otficera  rallied  around  Sirs.  Wash- 
ington, hui  social  intercourse  was  generallj  at  uu 
end.  "  We  all  live  here,"  writes  a  lady  of  New 
York,  "  like  nuns  shut  up  in  a  nunnery.  No  so- 
dety  with  the  town,  for  there  are  none  there  to 
visit ;  neither  can  we  go  in  or  out  alter  a  certain 
hour  without  the  countersign," 

In  addition  to  his  cnres  about  the  security  of 
New  York,  Wasliinglou  had  to  provide  for  the 
peiilous  exigencies  of  the  army  in  Canada.  Since 
his  arrival  in  the  city,  four  regiments  of  troops,  a 
company  of  riSemen,  and  another  of  artificers  had 
been  detached  under  the  command  of  Brigadier- 
general  Thompson,  and  a  further  corps  of  sis  regi- 
ments under  Brigadier-general  Sullivan,  with  or- 
ders to  join  General  Tliomos  as  soon  as  possible- 
Still  Congress  inquired  of  him,  whether  further 
reinforcements  to  the  array  in  Canada  would  not 
be  necessary,  and  whether  they  could  be  spared 
from  the  army  in  New  York.  His  reply  shows 
the  pecaliar  perplexities  of  his  situation,  and  the 
lormenliug  uncertainty  in  which  lie  was  kept,  as 
to  where  the  neit  storm  of  war  would  bretvk. 
■■  With  respect  to    sending   more  troops  to  that 
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country,  I  nm  really  nt  n  loss  whal  to  ndrise,  as 
it  b  iro|M)aaibIe,  at  present,  to  know  the  desigtw 
of  the  enemy.  Should  they  send  the  whole  force 
iiader  General  Howe  up  the  river  St.  Liiwrence, 
to  relieve  Quebec  and  recover  Canndn,  tlie  troops 
gone  and  now  going,  will  be  insiillicient  to  stop 
their  progress ;  and,  should  they  think  proper  to 
send  that,  or  an  equal  force,  this  way  from  Great 
Britiun,  for  the  purpose  of  possessing  this  city 
and  securing  the  navigation  of  Hudson's  River. 
the  troops  leil  here  will  not  be  fiulUcient  to  oppose 
them ;  and  yet,  for  anyihing  we  know,  I  think  it 
not  improbable  they  may  iittempt  both  ;  both  being 
of  the  greatest  importRuce  In  them,  if  they  have 
men.  I  could  wish,  indeed,  that  the  army  in 
Cnnada  should  be  more  powerfully  reinforced  ;  at 
the  same  lime,  I  am  conscious  tlmt  the  trusting 
of  this  important  post,  which  b  now  become  the 
grand  magazine  of  America,  to  the  handful  of 
men  reinaining  here,  is  running  too  gre-at  a  risk. 
The  securing  of  this  post  and  Hudson's  River  b 
to  us  also  of  so  great  importancf,  that  I  cannot, 
at  present,  advise  the  sending  any  more  troops 
from  hence;  on  the  contrary,  the  general  officers 
now  here,  whom  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  consult, 
think  it  absolutely  necessary  to  increase  the  army 
at  this  plac«  with  at  least  ten  thousand  men  ; 
especially  when  it  Is  considered,  that  from  this 
place  only  the  army  in  Canada  must  draw  its  sup- 
plies of  nmmunitiun,  provisions,  and  most  probably 
of  men." 


I 


Washington  at  that 
extraordinary   expedie 


I  England  had    recently 
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resorted  to,  u;^l(iflt  the  iiext  campaign.  The 
Duke  of  Bruiisn'ict,  the  LnDdgruve  of  Utsao 
Cassel,  and  the  Hereditary  Priuce  of  Casse], 
Count  of  Haiiau,  had  been  subsidized  to  furnish 
troops  lo  nasiat  in  the  subjugHtion  of  her  colotiies. 
Four  thousiitid  three  hundred  Brunswick  troops, 
and  nearly  thirteen  thousand  Hessiana,  had  entered 
the  Briliah  service.  Beside  the  subsidy  exacted 
by  the  German  princes,  they  were  to  be  paid 
Beren  pounds  four  shillings  dud  four  pence  Sterling 
for  every  soldier  furnished  by  them,  aud  as  much 
more  for  every  one  slniu. 

Of  iliis  notublo  arrnngemenl,  Washington,  bb 
we  observed,  was  not  yet  aware.  "  The  designs 
of  the  enemy,"  writes  he,  "  are  loo  much  behind 
the  curtain  for  me  to  form  any  accurate  opinion 
of  their  plan  of  operations  for  Ihe  summer's  cam- 
paign. We  are  lefl  to  wander,  therefore,  in  the 
field  of  conjecture."  ^ 

WitLin  a  few  days  afterwards,  he  had  vague 
accounts  of  "  Hessians  and  Hanoverian  troops 
coming  over;"  hut  il  was  not  until  llie  17ili  of 
May,  when  he  receiver!  letters  from  Gleneral 
Schuyler,  inclosing  orhers  from  the  commanders 
in  Canada,  that  he  knew  in  what  direction  some 
of  these  bolls  of  war  were  launched ;  and  this 
calls  for  some  further  particulars  of  the  cam- 
paign on  the  banks  of  the  <St.  Lawrence;  which 
we  shall  give  lo  the  reader  in  the  ensuing  chap* 
ter. 

'  LelUr  In  Ihe  PieBidfiif  of  Cougresi,  Cth  M»y. 


CHAPTER  XX. 


ArnnM  blockadn  (Jncbec  —  Bi*  Difflcollies.  —  Anrra)  of 
OcDCiml  WeoMT.  — or  0«i«nit  Tbomas.  —  AbdftiTC  At- 
tcaft  on  QuAec  —  rn|iamiuai  for  Bf truL  —  Svitic  of 
Caliet(m-  —  R'ticit  nf  the  Ameriaiu.  — Hall  ■!  PwDI  Da>- 
ebimbiiDlt.—  AUrm  in  the  Colonws  at  lh>  Rclnat  nf  Ihfl 
Annf,  —  Popular  CUinor  igsiiut  Sdiayler.  —  Slanden  B»- 

ma'aMN  «  former  cbapier,  we  leA  Amtild  be- 
tg£  3M  fore  ilie  waits  of  Quebec,  woutided,  crip- 
fB^St  ploil|  almoNt  disubled,  yet  not  dbhewl- 
encd  ;  bloclcRding  that  "  proud  town  "  wiih  a  force 
iDfurior.  by  half,  in  number  lo  that  of  the  gsiriBMi. 
For  his  gallsiit  services,  Congrees  promoted  him 
in  January  lo  the  rank  of  brigadier- general. 

Throughout  tbe  winter  he  kept  up  the  block- 
ade with  his  flhatlered  drmy ;  though  had  Cvle- 
lon  ventured  upon  a  sortie,  he  miglit  have  been 
forced  to  decninp.  That  cautions  general,  how- 
ever, remained  witbin  his  walls.  He  was  sore 
of  reiiifurcementH  from  England  in  ilie  spring, 
and,  in  tbe  mean  time,  trusted  lo  the  elements  of 
diseolution  at  work  in  the  besieging  army. 

Arnold,  in  iriitli,  had  dilficultiee  of  all  kinds  to 
contend  with.  His  milit«ry  chest  was  exhausted ; 
hi«  liYMpB  were  in  want  of  necessaries ;  to  pro- 
uiire  supplies,  he  was  compelled  (o  resort  to  the 
piiper  money  issued  by  Congress,  which  was  un- 
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correat  among  the  CKDadimia ;  he  isaubd  a  proc- 
laniatioD  niHkitig  ibe  refusal  lo  take  it  in  pny- 
mtiut  u  penul  offtjiise.  Tiiis  only  proJuced  irri- 
talioii  uud  disgust.  Ab  the  lerma  of  thisir  ealiac- 
meut  expired,  his  meii  elAitned  their  liiKuhargu 
aui]  returned  home.  Sickiteaa  also  ihiuued  his 
rauks )  su  that,  at  oue  time,  hia  furne  was  reduced 
to  five  hundred  men,  aud  for  two  months,  with  all 
hia  recniiimeots  of  raw  railitia,  did  uut  exceed 
BOTen  hundred. 

The  failure  of  the  attac-k  on  Quebec  had  weak- 
ened the  cause  among  the  Canadians ;  the  peas- 
antry bad  been  displea^  by  the  conduct  of  the 
American  Iroops ;  they  had  once  welcomed  them 
aa  deliverers  ;  they  now  began  to  regard  ihem  as 
intradei's.  The  seigneurs,  or  noblesse,  also,  feared 
to  give  further  countenance  to  an  invasion,  which, 
if  defeated,  might  involve  tliem  in  ruin. 

Not witbs lauding  all  these  discouragements, 
Arnold  still  kept  up  a  bold  fnce;  cut  oS  supplies 
occasionally,  and  harassed  the  place  with  alarms. 
Having  repaired  Ids  batteries,  he  opened  a  fire 
upon  the  town,  but  with  liiilc  efiecti  [be  best 
part  of  ihe  arfiilerista,  will)  Liimb,  their  capable 
commander,  were  prisoners  within  the  walls. 

On  the  1st  day  of  April,  Genera]  Woosier  ar- 
rived from  Montreal,  with  reinforcemeDls,  and 
took  the  command.  The  day  afier  his  arrival, 
Arnold,  by  the  ialling  of  his  borse,  again  received 
an  injury  on  the  leg  recently  wounded,  and  was 
disabled  for  upwards  of  a  week.  Considering 
himself  slighted  by  General  Wooeter.  wbo  did  not 
Oonaull  liim  in  military  affaire,  he  obtained  leave 


aC  Biweaee  mtil  b«  thooU  be  recovered  from  bu 
hmeoeM,  axA  repaired  to  Montreal,  where   I 
tookfl 

Genenl  Tboowa  Bmred  at  the  csmp  i 
ooane  of  April,  and  found  the  annj  b 
OOoditioD,  euiltered  at  different  posU,  and  on  the 
bland  of  Orleans.  It  wm  nameriadly  ii 
to  upwards  of  two  ibonsand  men,  but  eereral 
bflndred  were  unfit  for  aerrioe.  The  small-pcix 
had  inadu  great  ravages.  The;  bad  tnooiEaled 
eadi  other.  lu  their  »ii^  and  debOitated  stale, 
Xhity  were  wilbont  barracks,  and  almost  wttbonl 
medicine.  A  portion,  whose  lerm  of  enUBtmenl 
had  expired,  refused  to  do  duty,  and  clamored  for 
their  discharge. 

The  winter  was  over,  the  river  was  breaking 
up,  reinforcements  to  the  garrison  might  imme- 
diately' he  expected,  and  llien  Ilie  case  would  he 
desperate.  Observing  that  the  river  about  Que- 
bec was  clear  of  ice.  General  Thomas  determined 
on  a  bold  effort.  It  was.  to  seud  up  a  fire-ship 
with  the  lloo<i,  and,  while  the  ships  in  the  harbor 
were  in  flames,  and  the  town  in  confusion,  to 
scale  llie  waits. 

Accordingly,  on  the  third  of  May,  the  troops 
turned  out  with  scaling  ladders;  the  fire-ship 
came  up  the  river  under  easy  sail,  and  arrived 
near  the  shipping  before  it  was  discovered.  It 
was  lired  into.  The  crew  applied  a  slow  mnlch 
to  the  train  and  pulled  off.  The  ship  was  soon 
in  a  hlnze,  but  the  flames  caught  aud  cousuiued 
the  saib ;  her  way  was  chocked,  and  she  drifted 
off  harmlessly  with  the  ebbing  tide.  The  rest  of 
the  plan  was,  of  course,  abandoned. 
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Nolhiug  now  reiHAmei)  but  to  Ktreat  before 
the  enemy  should  be  reinforced-  Preparations 
were  made  in  all  haste,  in  embark  the  ^iuk  and 
the  military  stores.  While  this  was  Inking  place, 
Rve  fhips  luaJe  ilieir  W'ly  ioio  the  harbor,  on  the 
6tb  of  May.  nud  began  to  kod  '  troops.  Thud 
reinforced,  Gitntral  Carlcion  sallied  forth,  with 
eight  hundred  or  a  thousand  men.  We  quote 
his  owu  letter  for  an  account  of  his  sortie.  "  As 
(oon  as  part  of  tbe  2!}ili  regiment  with  ilie  nu- 
rineSiin  all  about  two  hundred  were  landed,  they, 
with  tbe  greatest  part  of  the  garrison,  by  this 
time  much  improved,  and  in  high  spiriis.  marched 
out  of  the  ports  of  Sc.  Louis  and  St.  John's,  to 
see  what  ihe:ie  mighty  boasters  were  abouL  Tbey 
were  found  very  bn-tj  In  their  preparations  for  & 
retreat.  A  few  shots  being  exchanged,  the  line 
tnarcbed  forward,  and  the  place  was  soon  cleared 
of  these  plunderers." 

By  his  own  account,  however,  these  "  mi^ty 
booeters"  had  held  him  and  his  garrison  cloeely  ii>* 
vested  for  five  inontlts ;  had  burnt  the  suborbe, 
iMIMred  tbe  walla,  thrown  red-hot  shot  among  the 
sUpping,  msile  repeated  and  daring  aiiempts  to 
aoTj  the  place  by  assanlt  and  stratagem,  and  ren- 
dond  it  nurwisi  J  fir  aoldiere,  sailors,  marinea,  and 
even  jadgea  and  other  civil  officers  to  mount 
gaai±*  One  oOoer  declare*,  in  a  letter,  that  for 
et^^lf  MKtmiie  lugba  he  slept  in  his  dothet,  to 
be  ready  in  caw  of  aUnn. 

AO  ik»,  too,  was  efibded  bj  a  handful  of  meu, 
pes  encmipmetits  to  the  rigore  of  a 
>  Cm%*»  W  lAd  Gtargt  Gammt,  Um*  l^**^ 


Vbtrty  h>  ratant  to  tbm  bo 

QwwwITbo— I  caaeto  •  hih  il  Ftinl  Dn- 

flwiiiliilr.  ■TiniiT  mnj  anln  above  QadtM^and 
cilM  a  tpmtdl  of  war  lo  (omMct  what  wis  to 
te  doaSL  The  enenys  ablps  were  InMeaiag  ttp 
dM  8(.  iMwnaet :  wow  were  abcaJj  tnn  two 
or  lfan»  le^ne*  Asteot.  The  camp  wh  widioiit 
enaoa ;  powder,  fonraHed  b;  Geaenl  Schnj4er, 
Itad  fallen  into  the  amofB  hands ;  tbefc  wei« 
not  proraioas  enough  lo  snbKBt  the  am;  for  mora 
Ihao  two  or  three  dajs;  the  tneo-oC-war,  loo^ 
might  niti  up  the  river,  tuteraept  all  their  reaooroes, 
and  rvdooe  them  to  the  tame  exUemily  thej*  had 
experienced  before  Quebec  It  was  resolved, 
therdbre.  Ut  aaoend  the  rirer  Still  fbnber. 
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Gcnenil  Thomfta,  however,  detennined  lo  Ben<l 
forward  the  invalids,  but  to  reinsin  at  Point  Dea- 
cliambauli  witlt  about  Sre  hundred  men,  until  be 
Hbould  receive  ordera  from  MoiiireBl,  and  learn 
whether  such  supplies  could  be  forwarded  immedi- 
atelj  as  would  enable  him  to  defend  his  position.' 

The  dispalches  of  General  Thonms,  setting 
forth  the  disHSlrous  stale  of  affaire,  bad  a  div 
heartening  effect  on  Schuyler,  who  feared  the  army 
wonU  be  obliged  lo  abandon  Ciinadn.  Washing- 
too,  on  the  contrary,  spoke  cheeringly  on  llie  sub' 
ject.  **  We  must  not  despair.  A  manly  and 
spirited  oppositioD  only  can  insure  success,  and 
prevent  the  enemy  from  improving  the  advantage 
thtij  have  oblaiiicil."  ^ 

He  regreiieJ  that  the  troops  liad  not  been  able 
to  make  a  stand  at  Point  Deschambault.  but  hoped 
ibey  would  rotuntain  a  post  as  far  down  the  river 
U  |KM»ble.  The  lower  it  wa^  the  more  imporUot 
would  be  the  advantages  resulting  from  h,  ■■  dl 
the  eooDtcT-  above  would  be  faromble,  and  (nraiA 
Mrislaace  aad  supporl;  while  all  below  WMdd 
DMBSMrilj  be  in  liw  power  of  the  eaemy. 

Tha  ndnp  of  the  rcteraea  in  Canada  and  fbe 
lelraA  of  the  Aneriean  araj,  had  iproad  oan- 
■iBnfiaa  throiglwwt  (be  New  I: 
M^AaXew  E^aod  bmMen,  whtdi  i 
baUA  ifim  to  inn 
and  ilirtiiili  ^  ■lib  il  kit 

laa  I 


»9i*qiK,]|^'ra. 


with  faer  e 

Tbeee  tm{«iitfttiaas  wcse  Dot  gencnilj  m 
and  when  adraoced,  were  not  ^^wrsUj  OMtnle- 
■Moeed  t  bat  a  ooBiiuuee  of  Ei^e  Coootj  ap- 
pcBn  to  nTC  giTcn  tiwai  crMcooOr  aaaratfvig  • 


Warinngtaw.  to  wban  Scbsjlec'a  heart  Wl 
bees  Iwd  open  ihiai^faoai  aB  ite  nialK,  and  «k» 
kaev  itt  ratfjtiiip,  leearod  Ac  leOcr  and  doca* 

■wsn  wiUt  infigaatioB  and  £sga(,  and  Mot  oopiM 
of  ifaem  to  ibe  goKraL  •  Fnun  tkne,'  wU  he. 
"JIM  wQl  Radiljr  ditcover  ibe  <£abolical  and  in* 
■dkNH  aru  and  achtiaea  aurritig  oo  bj  the  torin 
and  Erieadsof  a 


tgiMJww,  and  £riiiou  anao^  ok     Haring  l| 


e  praof  of  jour  great  ■ 
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OMBiBoa  ooontry  «nd  iti  iaUml.  I  ornil'l  tiot  but 
look  npoa  ibe  charge  agviiut  jua  wiih  an  vji  of 
tlMw^ief,  aad  BentimenU  of  de«»t«tion  wtd  U^ 
fcnrimu. ;  nor  fbooU  I  hare  Imubled  jou  with 
ite  naoer,  had  I  Mt  been  iii£irtn«i]  tbal  a>pi« 
wc  Boat  tat  ffepent  OMBBiUen.  and  to  Ooveroor 
T  II  ihrfl.  ^Bch  I  noaiited  avaU  get  afenad* 
«ii  Art  7«w.  AonU  }i»  iaa  I  Lad  bM«  fiw- 


B]>  btlKt  or  M  l»M  of  BT 
•.afAef^argc^-) 
:  wa  -Blbmid,andpT«  dMMNiadi/dni 
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Htunpsliire  Grants,  have  had  a  design  to  seize  me 
as  a  tory,  ni)d  perhaps  still  have.  There  never 
was  a  man  »>  iDfamously  scandalized  and  ill-tresled 
as  I  am." 

We  iicc-d  only  add,  that  the  Berkshire  commit- 
tees which,  in  a  lime  of  agiiAtion  tuid  alarm,  bad 
liKsiily  grven  counteaance  to  the»e  iiupuiations, 
invesi^ied  them  deliberately  in  their  cooler  mo- 
menta, &nd  acknowledged,  in  a  tetter  to  Wasbing- 
loo,  that  they  were  salis&ed  their  su^pidons  re- 
specting General  Schuyler  ncre  wholly  groimd- 
lees.  "We  sincerely  hope,"  added  they,  "his 
name  mny  be  handed  down,  with  immortal  booor, 
to  the  Uteat  posterity,  as  one  of  the  greal  pillan 
of  the  American  cau^e." 


CHAPTER    XXT. 

Gate)  Mn(  to  Philadelphia  with  the  Canada  Illi>patch*>,  — 
PiDiDOteit  to  lbs  Rink  of  MAJiir-generaL  —  Wa*l>inKlOI> 
enmmonvd  to  Phi]iidc]|>taia.—  Putnam  lelt  in  ronMnand.  — 
Oinfennce  iriih  Congress.  —  Anny  AjTanKtmmi^.  —  A 
Board  of  \rir  iostitnted.  —  The  Clinton*   of  Xew  T"rk.  — 


Un.  Wu 


calated.  —  Reed  made  Adjalaiit-t(«» 


18  file  revenes  in  OtuwcU  wonld  iStM  tlie 
IbrtaiieB  of  the  KeTolation  elwwtwre, 
WwluDgton  Mnt  G«aenU  Omlca  lo  hj 
I  coacevning  tbena  bdora  Oonfpwt. 
••Ha  nffiuiT  experjenee,"  mU  be,  "  ■» 
■aiMfatMMc  wilb  tbe  Mtmiioa  of  oar  a 
CHUe  Um  ta  pre  Go^nn  tbe  faBci 

fUbe  ali^Md 


Washiiiglon  prepared  to  protieed  to  PhikiJel- 
pbia.  His  geuei'FLl  orders  issiii>d  on  the  19th  of 
May,  ahow  the  auxioua  situation  of  Rtfairs  at 
New  York.  In  caae  of  an  HlHnn  tlie  reapectire 
regiments  were  to  draw  up  opjxtsile  to  their  en- 
oampmecita  or  quariera,  until  ordered  lo  repair  to 
the  alarm  posts.  The  alarm  ttigiinla  for  regulars, 
militia,  and  the  inhabitants  of  ihe  citj,  were,  in 
■lie  day-time,  two  cannon  fired  from  the  ram- 
part  at  Fort  George,  and  a.  flag  hoisted  on  ibe 
top  of  Wasbinglon's  bead^iuarters  In  the  night, 
two  cannon  fired  as  above,  and  two  lighted 
lanterns  lioisted  on  tlie  top  of  head-qimrters.' 

In  his  parting  inaiiuctioua  to  Putnam,  who,  as 
the  oldest  major-general  In  the  city,  would  have 
the  command  during  his  absence,  Washington  in- 
formed him  of  the  intention  of  the  FroviuciAl  Cot>< 
greaa  of  New  York  to  seize  tbe  principal  tories 
and  disaffected  persons  in  the  city,  and  the  sur- 
rounding country,  especially  on  Long  Island,  and 
authorized  him  to  afford  military  aid,  if  required, 
lo  carry  the  same  into  execution.     He  was  also 

I  Tbo  fDlloning  itatemcnt  of  Ihe  biittorics  at  N«w  rork,  w« 
Bud  dated  May  2M:— 
The  Crnwl  Bnllery,  on  Ibi  south  part  of  tbe  town. 
FnH  Gturijt,  immedUtelj'  above  it. 
White  HrtU  BMtry,  on  the  left  of  tha  Grand  nattei;. 
Ot/Htr  Batltrn,  behind  t^aenl  Washlnglon'i  head-quulcn. 
GrtitaiUrr  aaiUiy,  near  the  Brew  ilouse  on  Che  Ijarih  Bivtr. 
Jtriig  Bnllcrg.  od  (he  let  of  the  Grenadier  [talterr. 
flriyi^n  Hill  RtdaJit,  on  Bsyard'a  Hiii. 
Si>t»Ctr'l  Rnloiibl.6ti(be  hill  where  His  brigade  is  encampfd. 
Waltilmrs't  Baltti^  (fascinea),  on  a  wharf  below  iliii  hiU. 
BaJtam't  Rtdouil,  an  ■  hiU  near  tbe  Jena'  biuying  gioaDd. 
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to  send  Lord  Stirling,  Colonel  Putnam  the  engi- 
ueer,  and  Colonel  Knox,  if  he  could  be  spared, 
up  to  tbe  Highlands,  to  examine  the  state  of  the 
forts  mid  ^iirri^ons,  and  report  whnt  was  neces- 
Bary  to  put  them  in  a  posture  of  defen><e.  Their 
garrisous  were,  chiefly  composed  of  parts  of  a  reg- 
iment of  New  York  troops,  coramniided  by  Col- 
onel James  Clinloti,  of  Ulster  County,  and  were 
said  to  he  sufficieiil. 

Tbe  general,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Washington, 
departed  from  New  York  on  the  31.it  of  May,  and 
they  were  invited  by  Mr.  Hancock,  the  President 
of  Congress,  to  be  his  guests  during  their  sojourn 
at  Philadelphia. 

Lee,  when  he  heard  of  Washington's  visit  there. 


augured  good  etiects  from 
glad,  dear  general,"  writes  be, 
Philadelphia,  for  ihcir  couticila 
little  of  military  electricity." 
Washington,  in  his  conferenc 
J  have    furnished    thi 


1  extremely 


ith  Congres 

electricity. 


He 


appears  i 

roundly  expressed  his  conviction,  that  i 
modation  could  be  etfected  with  Graat  Britain, 
on  acceptable  terms.  Ministerialists  hnd  declared 
in  ParliiimenI,  that,  the  sword  being  drawn,  the 
most  coercive  meaanrea  would  be  persevered  in, 
until  there  was  complete  subniission.  The  recent 
subsidizing  of  foreign  troops  was  a  part  of  this 
policy,  and  indicated  ansparing  hostility.  A  pro- 
tracted war,  therefore,  was  inevitable ;  but  it 
would  be  impossible  to  carry  it  on  successfully 
with  the  scanty  force  actually  embodied,  and  with 
Iransteat  enlistments  of  militia. 
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In  consequence  of  his  representations,  resola- 
tious  were  passed  in  Cougreas  tliut  solJiei's  shouM 
be  uuUeted  for  tliree  yetu's,  witli  a.  bounty  ol'ti-ii 
dollars  for  each  recruit ;  that  the  array  at  New 
York  sliould  be  reinforced  utuil  the  Ist  of  Deoeni- 
ber,  wilh  thirteeD  thousand  eight  hundred  militia; 
thai  gondolas  and  liro-rafts  should  be  built,  to 
prevent  the  luen-of-war  nnd  enemy's  ships  from 
coming  into  New  York  Bay,  or  the  Narrows ;  and 
that  a  flying  camp  often  (housand  militia,  furnished 
by  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  and  Maryland,  acid 
likewise  engaged  uulil  the  Ist  of  Deceuber,  should 
be  statiooed  in  tiie  Jerseys  for  the  defense  of  the 
Middle  colonies.  Washington  was,  moreover,  em- 
powered, in  ca^e  of  emergency,  to  call  on  the 
neighboring  colouie't  for  temporary  aid  witb  their 
militia. 

Another  important  result  of  his  conferences 
with  Congress  was  tfie  eelablisbment  of  B  war 
office,  fililitary  affairs  had  hiiherlo  been  re- 
ferred iu  Congress  to  committees  casually  ap- 
pointed, and  had  consequently  been  subject  to 
great  irregularity  and  neglect.  Hencelbrlh  a 
pemuuienl  eummittee,  eutitltid  ''  the  Board  of  War 
and  OrdDance,"  was  lo  take  cognizance  of  them. 
The  first  board  was  cuinposed  of  five  members ; 
John  Adams,  Colonel  Benjamin  Harrison.  Koger 
Sherman,  Jafnes  Wilson,  and  Edward  Rulledge  ; 
with  Richard  Peters  as  secretary.  It  went  iuto 
operation  on  the  12lh  of  June 

While  at  Philadelphia,  Washington  had  fre- 
(luent  consultatioaa  witb  George  Clinton,  one  of 
the  delegates  from  Ntiw  York,  concerning  the  in- 


aAoRU  «f  rvp^  m  the  tine  of  ite  civil  w«n, 
boc  wb  pMMd  otor  ID  Irdwd,  aAn-  the  doath  of 
Cfcuta  L  Tkir  father,  Cbwte  CliDton,  grand- 
«■</ tfae  p9cnl,  CDiigmcd  lo  Amerio  in  17dSs 
Md  aetded  in  Ubter,  now  Oran^  Oju&I;.  just 
above  the  Highlantlg  of  tbe  Hudson.  Tboo^ 
not  mum  than  fiftj  miles  from  ibe  citT  of  New 
Yotfc,  it  was  at  that  time  on  the  borders  of  a 
wiMemew,  where  every  house  hat)  bX  tiuies  to  be 
a  fortras.  Charles  Clinton,  like  most  men  on  oar 
BaTage  frontier  in  those  days,  was  a  wnrrior  bj 
neeenitj,  if  uot  by  choice.  He  look  aa  nctiTe 
port  in  Indino  and  French  wars,  commnudeil  a 
provincial  regiment  stationed  at  Fori  Herkimer, 
jraned  in  the  expedition  under  GetiernI  Uriidslreet, 
wlien  it  passed  up  the  valley  of  the  Alohuwk,  and 
waa  present  at  (he  irnpture  of  Fort  Fronlenaa 
His  sons,  Jamea  and  George,  one  twenty,  the  other 
eeventeeii  years  of  age,  served  in  the  same  cam- 
paign, the  otie  OS  captain,  the  other  as  IJeuteiuuit ; 
thus  taking  an  early  lesson  in  that  school  uf 
American  soldiers,  the  French  war. 

James,  whose  propensities  were  always  military, 
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continued  in  the  provincial  armj  until  the  cloee 
of  thai  wnr ;  nnd  afterwards,  when  stsltled  ou  an 
estate  in  Ulster  County,  was  able  and  active  in 
organizing  its  mililia.  George  applied  himself  to 
the  law,  and  becnme  eiiccessful  at  the  bar.  in  the 
same  county-  Their  father,  having  laid  aside  the 
award,  occupied  for  man^  years,  with  discern tnen I 
and  integrity,  the  honorable  station  of  Judge  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  He  died  in  Ulster 
County,  in  1773.  iu  the  eighty-third  year  of  his 
age,  "  in  full  viuw  of  that  Revolution  iu  which  his 
sons  were  to  act  distinguished  parts."  W^ith  his 
latest  breath  he  charged  them  "  la  staud  hy  the 
liberties  of  their  country." 

They  needed  no  such  admonition.  From  the 
very  6rat,  they  had  been  heart  and  hand  in  the 
cnuse.  George  had  championed  it  for  years  in 
the  New  York  legislature,  signalizing  him^lf  by 
his  zeal  as  one  a[  an  intrepid  minority  in  opposing 
minisIeriHl  oppression.  He  hod  bnt  recently  taken 
his  seat  as  delegate  to  the  ContiuentAl  Congress. 

James  Clinton,  appointed  colonel  ou  the  30tb 
of  June,  1775,  had  served  with  bis  regiment  of 
New  York  troops  under  Montgomery  at  the  siege 
of  St.  John's,  and  the  capture  of  Montreal,  after 
which  he  had  returned  home.  He  had  sub- 
Beqnenlly  been  appointed  to  the  command  of  a 
regiment  in  one  of  the  four  battalions  raised  for 
the  defense  of  New  York.  We  shall  soon  have 
occasiou  t«  spe.ik  further  of  these  patriot  brothers. 

The  prevalence  of  the  small-pox  had  frequently 
rendered  Washington  uneasy  on  Mrs.  Washington's 
Kcoount  during  her  visits  to  the  army ;  he  was  re- 
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lieved,  thererore,  by  her  enbmiltiag  lo  inocuUtion 
during  (heir  Bojourii  in  PLiladclpliu,  and  having 
II  verj  favorable  lime. 

He  w{L9  grnilRed,  nlso,  by  procuring  Ibe  appoint' 
meiit  of  liis  late  secrelary,  Joseph  Reed,  to  the 
poal  of  adjiitanl-geiieral,  rncated  by  tlie  promotion 
of  General  Galea,  thus  placiug  bim  once  more  by 
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CHAPTER  XXn. 

Lfliin  in  Cinsita.  —  Diiutfral  the  Cedant.  —  IIinli]c  Dcspi* 
of  Ihi  JflhRuiu.  — A  iJloodr  Snnuiwr  expected. —  Forts 

in  the  Hit-hUodi Colonel  June*  CliBlon  in  Comnuul. 

—  Fiirtilicaliunfl  Jt  King'i  Bridge  aod  on  I'Oag  l«Uiid. 

giSPATCIIES    from    Caiiwln    conliruKd 

I  1(1  be  (lIsaalrduB.  General  Arnold,  who 
ti  cummtind  at  Uootreal,  had  e«Ub- 
1  poat  iiu  liie  Si.  Lawrence,  about  forty 
miles  above  that  pliiw,  on  a  poinl  of  Jantl  called 
ibe  Cediirs ;  wlicre  be  had  stationed  Colonel  Bedel, 
with  abuut  four  hundred  men,  to  prevent  goods 
being  sent  to  the  enemy,  in  the  upper  country,  and 
lo  guard  agaiuat  surprise  from  them,  or  tlieir  In- 
diaus. 

In  the  latter  p»rt  of  May,  Colonel  Bedel  re- 
ceived intelligence  that  a  large  body  of  British, 
CttiitidianM,  and  Indians,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Forsier.  were  coming  down  from  Oswe- 
gRtchie,  to  attack  him.  Leaving  Major  Buiierfield 
in  command  of  the  post,  he  hastened  dowa  to 
Monlrenl  lo  obtain  reiufareemeuls.  Arnold  tm- 
raediHlely  detached  one  hundred  men,  under 
Major  Shelburne,  and  prepareii  to  follow  in  person, 
with  a  much  greater  force.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  post  at  the  Cedars  had  been  besieged,  and 
Miyur  Butterfield  intimidated  into  a  surrender,  by 


DISASTER  AT  THE  CEDARS 

n  tUrent  from  Cnplain  ForBter,  tlmt  resistance 
would  provoku  a  massacre  of  lijs  wliole  garrison 
by  ihe  Indians,  Tlio  reiiiforcemeiitg  under  Major 
Shelburoe  were  nsaHiltid  nitliiti  fuitr  miles  of  ibe 
Cedars,  by  a  large  party  of  savagea,  and  captured 
nfter  a  sliarp  skirmisb,  iu  which  several  were  killed 
on  both  aides. 

Arnold  received  word  of  these  disasters  while 
on  the  marth.  He  instintly  sent  forward  some 
Caughuuwag!!  Indians,  to  overtake  the  savages, 
and  demand  a  surrender  of  tlie  prisouera ;  with 
a  threat  that,  iu  cose  of  a  refusal,  and  that  any 
of  ibem  were  murdered,  he  would  aaorifice  every 
Indian  who  fell  into  his  hands,  and  would  follow 
the  offenders  tJj  their  towns,  and  destroy  them 
by  fire  and  sword.  lie  now  embarked  four  hun- 
dred of  his  men  in  bateaux,  and  pushed  on  with 
the  remainder  by  land.  Arriving  at  St.  Ann's, 
above  the  rapids  of  tlie  St  Lawrence,  he  discov- 
ered several  of  the  enemy's  bateaux,  taking  the 
prisoners  off  from  an  island,  a  league  distant. 
It  was  a  tormenting  sight,  as  it  was  not  in  his 
power  to  relieve  them.  His  bateaux  were  a 
league  beliind,  coming  up  the  rapids  very  slowly. 
He  sent  several  eEpresses  to  bnrry  them.  It  was 
sunset  before  they  arrived  and  he  could  embark 
all  his  people ;  iu  the  mean  time,  bis  Caughna- 
woga  messengers  returned  witli  an  answer  from 
the  savages.  They  had  five  hundred  prisoners 
collected  together,  they  said,  at  Quinite  Chietis, 
where  they  were  posted  ;  should  he  otter  to  land 
and  attack  tliem,  they  would  kill  every  prisoner, 
and  give  no  quarter  lo  any  who  should  &11  into 
their  hands  tliereafter. 
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6a  cannot  express   mj  feelings,"  writin         ^H 
AnwJd,  **  M  the  detiveiy  of  tU«  menage.     Tom  ^^ 

tif  die  confikting  panona  of  mwtatge  and  ks- 
■BMUtj- ;  a  siifficinit  form  to  Uke  ample  tvnaga, 
Idling  &>r  action,  urged  me  od  one  hand,  and  hn- 
DUBity  for  live  hundred  unhappy  irretcbes,  iriw 
were  on  the  point  of  being  sacrificed,  if  oar  reo' 
geance  was  uot  delayed,  pleaded  equally  urong 
on  the  other."  In  this  situation,  be  ordered  the 
boau  i«  row  immediately  for  the  island,  whitber 
be  had  Men  the  enemy  taking  their  piisoaen. 
Before  be  reached  it,  the  savages  had  conveyed 
them  ail  away,  excepting  five,  whom  he  found 
naked,  and  almost  starred,  and  one  or  two,  wbom, 
haag  Quwell,  they  bad  butchered.  Arnold  now 
poshed  for  Quinze  Chiens.  aboat  four  miles  dia- 
taut,  on  the  mainland.  Here  was  the  whole 
force  of  the  enemy,  dvilized  and  savage,  in- 
trenched and  fortified.  Aa  Arnold  approached, 
tliey  opened  a  fire  upon  his  boats,  with  small 
aniH,  aud  two  brass  aix-poundeis.  He  rowed 
near  tlie  land,  without  returning  a  shoL  By 
this  time  it  was  too  dark  to  distinguish  ftnjnbing 
on  shore,  and  being  anBci|nainted  witb  the  ground, 
he  judged  it  prudent  to  return  to  St.  John's. 

Here  he  called  a  council  of  war,  and  it  was 
determined  to  attack  the  enemy  early  in  tite 
morning.  In  the  course  of  the  night,  a  flag  was 
sent  by  Captain  Forster,  with  articles  for  an  ex- 
change of  prisoners  which  had  twen  entered  into 
by  him  and  Major  Shelbume.  As  the  terms 
were  not  equal,  they  were  oiijected  lo  by  Arnold, 
and  a  day  passed  before  they  were  adjusted.     A 
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serves  he,  *'  is  iruly  alftimjug.  I  sincerely  wish 
the  neit  letters  from  the  northwanl  may  not  con- 
ttao  the  mclaucholy  advices  of  General  Arnold's 
defeat,  anil  the  loss  of  Montreal.  The  most  vig- 
orous exertions  will  be  necessary  to  retrieve  oiir 
cdrcumstftnces  there,  and  I  hope  you  will  straiu 
every  nerve  for  that  purpose.  Unless  it  ciin  be 
done  DOW.  Canada  will  be  lost  la  us  forever." 

While  hia  mind  was  agilnted  by  these  concerns, 
letters  from  Schuyler  showed  that  mischief  was 
brewing  in  another  quarter. 

Colonel  Guy  Johnson,  accompanied  by  Sachem 
Brant  and  the  Butlers,  had  been  holding  coandls 
yiith  the  Indians,  and  designed,  it  was  said,  to 
come  back  to  the  Mohawk  country,  at  the  head 
of  a  British  and  savage  force.  A  correspondence 
was  carried  on  between  him  and  liis  cousin  Sir 
John  Johnson,  who  was  said  to  be  preparing  to 
codpemte  with  his  Scotch  dependants  and  Indian 

Considering  this  a  breach  of  Sir  John's  parole, 
Schuyler  had  sent  Colonel  Eliaa  Daylon  with  a 
force  to  apprehend  him.  Sir  .John,  with  a  num- 
ber of  his  arme<l  tenants,  retreated  fiir  refuge 
among  the  Indians,  on  the  bonlers  of  the  lakes. 
Dayton  took  temporary  possession  of  Johnson 
Hall,  placed  guanls  about  it,  seized  upon  Sir 
John's  pajiere,  and  read  them  in  presence  of 
Lady  Johnson,  and  subsequently  conveyed  her 
ladyship  as  a  kind  of  hostage  to  Albany- 

Shortly  afterwards  came  further  intelligence 
of  the  designs  of  the  Johnsons.  Sir  John,  with 
bm  Scotch  warriors  and  Indian  allies,  was  said  to 
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be  actually  coming  down  the  valley  of  the  Mo- 
baivk,  bent  on  revenge,  and  prepared  to  lay 
everything  waste ;  and  Schuyler  collecting  a 
force  at  Albany  to  oppose  him.  Wnshingtoii 
instantly  wrote  to  Schuyler,  to  detach  Colonel 
DaytoD  with  his  regiment  on  that  sorrice,  with 
instructioua  to  secure  a  post  where  Fort  Sianwix 
formerly  stood,  in  the  lime  of  the  French  war. 
As  to  Schuyler  hinuelf,  Washiiiglon,  on  his  own 
respoosibility,  directed  him  to  hold  a.  conference 
widi  the  Si*  Nations,  and  with  any  others  whom 
he  nod  hie  brother  commissioners  on  Indian  af- 
fairs might  think  necessary,  and  secara  their  ac- 
tive services,  without  waiting  further  direcdous 
from  Congress  —  that  body  having  recently  re- 
solved to  employ  the  Indian  allies  in  the  war, 
the  enemy  having  set  the  example. 

"  We  uspeet  a  bloody  summer  in  New  York 
and  Canada,"  writes  "Washington  to  his  brother 
Augustine,  "and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  we  are 
not,  either  in  men  or  arms,  prepared  for  it. 
However,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  thnt,  if  our  cause  is 
just,  as  I  most  religiously  believe  it,  the  same 
Providence  which  has  in  nuiny  instances  appeared 
for  us,  will  still  go  on  to  afford  its  aid." 

Lord  Stirling,  who,  by  Washington's  orders, 
had  visited  and  inspected  the  defenses  in  the 
Highlands,  rendered  a  report  of  their  condition, 
of  which  we  give  the  purport.  Fort  Montgom- 
ery, at  the  lower  part  of  the  Highlands,  was  on  the 
west  bank  of  tiie  river,  north  of  Danderherg  (or 
Thunder  Hill).  It  was  situated  on  a  biuik  one 
hundred  feet  high.     The  river  at  that  place  was 
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ol>oiit  hiilf  a  mile  wide.  Opposite  the  fort  was 
tlie  promontory  of  AntfaoDy's  Nose,  many  huD- 
dred  feet  liigli,  accessible  ouly  to  goaU,  or  men 
expert  in  climbing.  A  body  of  riflemen  stationed 
here,  might  command  the  decks  of  TesBeU,  Fort 
Blontgomery  appeared  Co  Lord  Stirling  t]ie  proper 
place  for  a  guan]  post. 

Fort  ConBtituUoQ  woa  about  hJe  miles  higher 
up  the  river,  on  a  rocky  islnnd  of  the  same  name, 
at  a  narrow  strait  where  the  Hudson,  shouldered 
by  precipiceB,  mnkea  a  sudden  bend  round  West 
Point.  A  redoubt,  in  the  opinion  of  Lord  Stir- 
ling, would  be  needed  on  the  point,  not  only  for 
the  presen'ation  of  Fort  Constitution,  but  for  its 
own  im[K)rtimce. 

The  garrison  of  that  liart  consisted  of  two 
companies  of  Colonel  James  Clinton's  regiment, 
and  Captain  Wisner's  com|iany  of  minitte  men, 
in  all  one  hundred  and  sixty  rank  and  tile.  Fort 
Montgomery  was  garrisoned  by  three  compaoiea 
of  the  same  regiment,  altout  two  hundred  rank 
and  flie.  Both  garrisons  were  miserably  armed. 
The  direction  of  the  works  of  both  forts  was  in 
the  hands  of  commisHiouers  appointed  hy  the 
Provincial  Congress  of  New  York.  The  general 
command  of  tlie  posts  required  to  be  adjusted. 
Several  persons  accused  of  being  "notorious 
tories,"  had  receully  been  sent  into  Fort  Mont- 
gomery by  the  district  committees  of  the  counties 
of  Albany,  Dutchess,  and  Westchester,  with  direc- 
tions to  the  commanding  officers,  to  keep  them  at 
hard  labor  until  their  further  order.  They  were 
employed  upou  the  fortificatjous. 
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In  view  of  nil  these  drcumstaoceB,  Washiiigtou, 
on  the  I4ch  of  June,  ordered  Colooel  JameH  Clin- 
ton to  tuke  command  of  both  |K)sts,  aod  of  all 
the  troops  statioueil  at  them.  He  seemed  a  fit 
custodiau  for  iliem,  having  been  a  soldier  from  his 
youth ;  brought  up  on  a  frontier  subject  to  Indian 
ulitrmB  and  incursions,  and  acciuaiuted  with  the 
strong  points  and  fiiatnessea  of  the  Highlands. 

King's  Britlge,  and  the  heights  iwijacenl,  con- 
sidered by  General  Lee  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  the  communication  between  New  York  and 
the  mainland,  and  to  the  security  of  the  Hudson, 
were  reconnoiiered  by  "Washington  on  horseback, 
about  the  middle  of  the  month;  ordering  where 
works  should  be  laid  out.  Breastworks  were  to 
be  thrown  up  for  the  defense  of  the  bridge,  and 
an  advanced  work  (subsequently  called  Fort  lu- 
dependeiice)  was  to  be  built  beyond  it,  oti  a  hill 
commanding  Spyi  den  Duivel  Creek,  as  that  inlet 
of  the  HudsoQ  is  called,  which  links  it  with  the 
Harlaem  River. 

A  strong  work,  iutended  as  a  kind  of  citadel, 
was  to  crown  ii  rocky  height  between  two  and 
three  miles  south  of  the  bridge,  commnuding  the 
channel  of  the  Hudson ;  and  betow  it  were  to  be 
redoubts  on  the  bauks  of  the  river  at  Jeffrey's 
Point.  In  honor  of  the  general,  the  citadel  re- 
ceived the  name  of  Fort  Washington, 

Colonel  Rufus  Putnam  was  the  principal  engi- 
neer, who  had  tlie  direction  of  the  works.  Gen- 
eral Mifflin  encamped  in  their  vicinity,  with  part 
of  the  two  battalions  from  Pennsylvania,  to  be 
tnijdoyed  in  their  constmction,  luded  by  the  mi- 
litia. 
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of  the  Sorel,  where  )ie  fouud  General  Thompson 
with  but  Tery  few  troops  to  defend  that  post, 
having  det&ched  Colonel  St.  Gluir,  with  six  or 
seven  hundred  men,  to  Three  Rivers,  about  fifty 
miles  down  the  Sl  Lawreuce,  to  give  check  to 
an  advnnced  corps  of  the  enemy  of  nlxint  eight 
hundred  regulars  and  Cam«iian8,  under  the  vet- 
eran Scot,  Colonel  Maclean.  In  the  mean  ^me 
General  Thompson,  who  was  left  with  but  two 
hundred  men  to  defend  his  post,  was  sending  off* 
his  aick  and  hia  heavy  baggage,  to  be  prepared 
for  a  retreat,  if  necessary.  "  It  really  was  afiecL- 
ing,"  writes  Suliiran  to  Washington,  "  Co  see  the 
banks  of  the  Sorel  lined  with  men,  women,  and 
children,  leaping  and  clapping  their  hands  for  joy, 
to  see  me  arrive ;  it  gave  no  leas  joy  to  General 
Thompson,  who  seemed  t 
and  left  to  fight  against  an 
treat  before  them." 

Sullivan  proceeded  forth t 
works  on  Ihe  Sorel ;  in  the  n 
Greneml  Thompson  with  additional  troops  to  over- 
take St.  Clair,  and  assume  command  of  the  whole 
party,  which  would  then  amount  to  two  thousand 
men.  He  was  by  no  means  to  attack  the  encamp- 
ment at  Three  Rivers,  unless  there  was  great  pros- 
pect of  success,  as  his  defeat  might  prove  the  to- 
tal loss  of  Canada.  "  I  have  the  highest  opinion 
of  the  bravery  and  resolution  of  the  troops  you 
command,"  says  Sullivan  in  hia  iuslruclions,  "and 
doubt  not  but,  under  the  direction  of  a  kind  Prov- 
idence, you  will  open  tlie  way  for  our  recovering 
that  ground  which  former  troops  have  so  khame- 
fully  losl." 


I  be  wholly  forsaken 
uneynal  force  or  re- 
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SuUivaii'B  letlpr  to  WnHbingtan,  ktiiicd  u1  liie 
same  time,  io  full  i£  smiguiiHi  utti[:ipuiiuii.  li 
nas  his  fixed  ilelermiualiuii  tu  gulii  {mmi  ui  Db»' 
cbambauit.  and  funi^  If  to  a?  lo  muke  h  iuoO' 
cessible.  *■  The  ermtny'ii  ishipe  art  auw  nUive  thiil 
place,"  writes  lie  ;  "  bui  il'  GtmtiriJ  TboiU)Wuij  •lio- 
ceeds  at  Thme  RiTtsr«,  I  will  mhih  reiiiove  Ibe 
ships  below  Itichelieu  Falls,  aui  utter  thai,  np- 
]iroach  Quebec  as  fast  as   ixwetble." 

"Our  alTitire  here,"  addB  li«.  "have  lakeu  a 
BtrHiige  taru  siuoe  uur  arrivaL  Tlie  Cuiiadiaiw 
nre  fltx^kiug  b;  hundrtrd^  vt  Luke  h  [tan  whL  tUL 
The  ouly  reaauo  of  their  iliuiSectiuii  true,  bweanif 
our  exerliotis  were  so  fet-Ue  that  Ihpjr  duubMd 
much  of  our  suixx:«s,  and  eveu  (/  our  ability  !• 
prottsct  Iliem. 

"l  veuture  to  assure  jtm,  aud  llie  Congrata, 
that  I  cati  in  a  few  Aayt  reduce  ih«  grtuy  lo  or- 
der, BDil  with  the  afsiBtatii.'e  uf  u  kiud  Pr<><ride(>c^ 
pill  a  new  face  to  our  effliips  Ut-rt,  mhicl)  a  (few 
days  since  seemed  almost  iinpoHMhle." 

The  letter  uf  Sullirati  gave  Wa^iiigtoo  an 
unexpected  gleam  of  Buushiue.  "  Before  it  oame 
to  hnnd,"  writes  he  iu  reply,  "  I  iJmo«l  dreaded 
In  bear  from  Canodti,  as  my  adrice«  seemed  to 
promise  nothing  favornhle,  but  rather  ftjrtber  mis- 
fortunes. But  I  now  hope  that  our  iifiairi.  from 
the  confused,  distriicted.  and  almoel  rorlnni  «late 
in  which  you  found  them,  will  dituige,  and  aasunie 
Dti  Bflpect  of  order  and  suocew."  Siill  bi«  saga- 
cious mind  perceived  a  motive  for  this  lavorable 
coloring  uf  iiflairs.  Sulliran  wa«  aiming  at  the 
commiiii'i    iu    Cuuuda;  and   Washington    wberiy 
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weighed  hia  merits  for  tlie  appointment,  in  a  let- 
ter to  the  PresMcQt  of  Congress.  "  He  is  actire, 
spirited,  and  zedously  atiaclied  to  the  cause.  He 
liua  hia  wanis,  and  he  hns  his  foibles.  The  latter 
ure  manifested  i[i  his  little  tincture  of  vanity,  aiid 
in  ail  nrer-desire  of  beiug  populur,  which  now  and 
then  lead  him  into  emWrassmenls.  Hia  wanta 
lire  common  to  us  all.  He  wants  experience  to 
move  apon  a  grand  scale ;  for  the  limited  and 
contracted  knowledge,  which  any  of  us  have  in 
military  matters,  stands  in  very  little  stead." 
TLtB  want  wns  overbalanced,  on  the  part  of  Gen- 
eral Sullivan,  by  sound  judgment,  some  acquaint- 
unco  with  men  and  books,  and  an    enterprising 

"  Aa  the  security  of  Canada  ia  of  the  last  im- 
portance to  the  well-being  of  these  colonies,"  adds 
Washington,  "  I  should  like  to  know  the  seniimenls 
of  Congress,  respecting  the  nomination  of  any 
officer  to  that  command.  The  character  I  haTe 
drawn  of  General  Sullivan  is  just,  according  to 
my  ideas  of  him.  Congress  will  therefore  de- 
termine ujK)n  the  propriety  of  continuing  him  ia 
Canada,  or  sending  another,  as  they  shall  see 
lit."  1 

Scarce  had  Waahington  dUpatched  this  letter, 
when  he  received  one  from  ilie  President  of  Con- 
gress, listed  the  18ih  of  June,  informing  him  that 
Major-general  Gales  had  been  appointed  to  com- 
mand the  forces  in  Canada,  and  requesting  him  to 
expedite  hia  departure  as  soon  as  possible.  The 
appointment  of  Gales  has  been  attributed  to  the 

1  Wellington  to  tlie  President  of  Congnas.  July  13,  17TS 
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inltueuce  of  the  esfteru  delegates,  witL  whom  he 
wai  a  favorite ;  iudecd,  daring  his  statioii  at 
BostuD,  he  had  btmn  highly  Bocweasfol  in  cnltira- 
liog  Ibe  good  graces  of  Uie  New  EnglHod  people. 
Ue  departed  for  his  eomnuuid  on  the  26th  of  June, 
rested  with  exlraordiuary  powers  for  the  regolatioD 
of  ftfikin  in  tliiit  "dtftuDl,  dangerous,  uid  fihifting 
sceue."  •■  I  would  fuiii  hope,"  wriiea  Wsshingtoo, 
"  his  arrival  there  will  give  our  afikirs  a  atn- 
plezioo  different  froro  what  they  hnve  worn  for  » 
long  lime  past,  and  thai  many  essential  benefits 
will  result  from  it." 

Dispatches  JUKI  received  from  Geueral  Sullivan, 
hftd  giveu  a  different  picture  of  uffnirs  iti  Canada 
from  that  contaiaed  in  hta  previous  letter.  In  &ct, 
when  he  wrote  that  letter,  he  whs  ignorant  of  the 
ncttuil  force  of  the  euetny  in  Canada,  which  had 
recently  been  augmented  lo  about  13,000  men; 
several  regiments  having  arrived  from  IrehuHt, 
nue  from  England,  another  from  General  Howe. 
Hud  a  body  of  Brunswick  troops  under  the  Baroti 
Iteideael.  Of  these,  the  greater  part  were  on  the 
wiiy  up  from  Quebec  in  divisions,  by  land  niid 
water,  with  Generals  Carleton,  Burgoyue,  Philips, 
Htid  Reideael ;  while  a  considerable  number  under 
General  Frnzer  had  arrived  at  Tbree  Rivers,  and 
others,  under  General  Nesbit,  lay  near  them  ou 
board  of  transports. 

Sullivnn's  dispatch,  dated  on  the  8th  of  June, 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Sorel,  began  in  his  former 
sanguine  veiu,  antieipiiting  the  success  of  General 
Thompson's  expedition  to  Three  Rivers.  "  He 
lias  proceeded  in  the  manner  proposed,  and  made 
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his  BitBck  at  dnylight,  for  at  that  lime  a  very  heavy 
cannonaJitift  began,  which  lasteil  with  some  iu- 
lervals  to  iwelve  o'clock.  It  is  noiv  near  one  P 
M, ;  the  tiriDg  has  ceased,  except  aoine  irtvgular 
firiDg  with  caUDou,  at  a  considerable  difitancc  of 
time  oue  from  ihe  other.  At  eight  o'clock  a  very 
heavy  6ring  of  small-arrns  was  heard  even  here, 
at  Ihe  distance  of  forty-five  miles.  I  am  almost 
certain  that  victory  has  declared  in  our  favor,  as 
the  irregular  6ring  of  the  cannon  for  such  a  length 
of  time  afier  the  small-arms  ceased,  shows  that 
our  men  are  in  poasession  of  the  ground." 

The  letter  was  kept  open  to  give  the  particulars 
of  thia  supposed  victory ;  it  closed  with  a  dismal 
reverse.  General  Thompson  had  coasted  in  ba- 
teaux along  the  right  bank  of  the  river  at  that 
expanse  called  Lake  St.  Pierre,  and  arrived  at 
Nicoiete,  where  lie  found  8t.  Clair  and  his  detach- 
ment He  crossed  the  river  in  the  night,  and 
landed  a  few  miles  above  Three  Rivers,  intending 
to  surprise  the  enemy  before  daylight;  he  was  not 
aware  at  the  time  that  additional  troops  had  arrived 
under  General  Burgoyne. 

Afler  landing,  he  marched  with  rapidity  towards 
Three  Rivers,  but  was  led  by  treacherous  guides 
into  a  morass,  and  obliged  to  return  back  nearly 
two  miles.  Day  broke,  and  he  was  discovered  from 
the  ships.  A  cannonade  was  opened  upon  his  meti 
as  they  made  their  way  slowly  for  an  hour  and 
a  half  through  a  swamp.  At  length  they  arrived 
in  sight  of  Three  Rivers,  but  it  was  to  find  a 
large  force  drawn  up  in  battle  array,  under  Gen- 
eral FrEtzer,  by  whom  they  were  warmly  attacked. 
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kitd  after  a  brief  sbuid  thrown  iiilo  iiiiifiisiou. 
Tbompson  attempted  to  rally  liis  troops.  bdiI 
partly  succeeded,  until  a  fire  wa^  opeiiiHl  u[hiii 
them  in  renr  hj  Nesbit.  wim  hnd  Iniiiltd  t'roiii 
his  ehijm.  Their  rout  now  wiib  eoinpltl*).  Gmu- 
eral  Tbompson,  Colonel  Irvine,  and  iilxxit  two 
hundred  men  were  captured,  twenty  five  wero 
sliiii),  (ind  llie  rest  pursued  for  (MjverHl  niitps 
through  a  deep  swamp.  Af^er  great  Intlgiieii  and 
safferiiigs,  ihey  were  able  to  get  on  bcmi'd  <if  ilii^ir 
boats,  which  bad  been  kept  from  fjiItiMg  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy.  In  these  they  made 
their  way  bnck  to  the  Sorel,  bringing  Ot'noral 
SuIlivBti  a  aad  explanation  of  all  the  firing  hu  hnd 
beard,  and  the  alarming  intelligence  of  the  over- 
powering force  that  was  coming  up  the  rivor. 

"This,  my  dear  general."  writes  Sullivan,  in 
the  ooDcluBlnn  of  hb  letter,  "is  llie  sute  of  this 
unfortunate  enterprise.  What  you  will  next  hear 
I  cannot  say.  I  am  every  moment  inflirmnd  of 
the  Taat  number  of  the  enemy  which  have  arrived, 
I  have  only  two  thoofand  five  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  rank  and  6le.  Most  of  the  offieers  seem 
diseoaraged.  atwl  of  cour«e.  their  men.  1  am  em- 
ployed day  aitd  night  in  fortifying  and  securing  my 
camp,  and  am  determined  to  bold  it  an  linig  an  a 
fwnoB  will  wtMik  by  me." 

Be  had.  indeed,  made  tbe  desperate  resolve  lo 
defcod  ibe  iDorath  of  llie  Sorel,  but  was  iiuloeed 
to  tibaoiao  ii  by  the  onoiuniotia  ofHcioa  of  kia 
oAeen,  and  ibe  eridenf  1U1  williii|;ueBB  of  Li*  troofM. 
VmmmtSttg  bb  baUeritHs  therefore,  be  retrveteid 
witb     bii   artUlerT   and    etorefe,    joM    before   tbe 
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nrrival  of  the  enemy,  aiiJ  w«a  Ibllowed.  siep  by 
etep  along  itie  Sorel,  hy  u  strong  column  under 
General   Burgoyne. 

On  the  18ih  oi  June,  he  wus  joined  by  General 
Arnold  with  ihree  Uiindred  men,  llie  gftirison  of 
of  Montreal,  who  bad  urossed  at  Longucil  just  in 
time  to  escape  a  Inrge  detachmeot  of  ihe  enemy. 
Thus  reinforced,  and  the  eracuaiion  of  Ciinada 
being  deierinined  on  i[i  a  council  of  war,  Sullivan 
Bucueeded  in  destroying  everything  at  Chumbtee 
and  St.  John's  that  he  could  not  carry  away,  break- 
ing down  bridges,  and  leaving  forts  and  vessels 
iu  flames,  and  continned  his  retreat  to  the  Isle 
Aux  Ni>ix,  where  he  made  a  halt  for  »ome  days, 
until  he  should  receive  |««iiive  orders  from  Wash- 
ington or  General  Schuyler,  In  a  letter  to 
Washington,  he  observes,  "  I  am  extremely  sorry 
it  was  not  in  my  power  to  fulfill  your  Excellency's 
wishes,  by  leading  on  our  troops  to  victory," 
Atler  staling  the  reason  of  his  failure,  he  adds, 
"  I  think  we  shall  secure  all  the  public  stores 
and  baggage  of  the  army,  and  secure  our  retreat 
with  very  little  loas.  Whether  we  shall  have  well 
men  enough  to  carry  them  on,  I  much  doubt,  if  we 
don't  remove  quickly ;  unless  HeaTeii  is  pleased 
to  restore  health  to  this  wretched  army,  now, 
perhaps,  the  most  pitiful  one  that  ever  wag 
formed." 

Tiie  low,  unhealthy  situation  of  the  Isle  Aux 
Noix,  obliged  him  soou  to  remove  his  camp  to  the 
Isle  La  Motte,  whence,  on  receiving  orders  to  that 
effect  from  General  Schuyler,  he  uliimalely  em- 
barked with  his  forcea,  sick  and  well,  for  Crown 
Point. 
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Thus  emled  ihis  famous  invnsioiii  an  etiterpnsB 
bold  in  its  conceptions,  daring  and  liardy  in  ils 
execution;  full  of  ingenloiiH  expedients,  and  haz- 
ardous  exploits ;  and  which,  lied  oot  unforeseen 
circumstances  counteracted  ila  weIl«iovised  plans, 
might  have  added  all  Canada  to  tlie  American 
confederal^. 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 

Desigm  of  the  Enemy  iK&iaBl  Nsir  York  luid  the  Hudson.  — 
Flol  of  Tryoo  and  [he  Tories.  —  Arrival  of  ■  FImL  —  Alum 
PmW.  — Trpachei7  up  Ihe  Hndson.  — Fresh  AninSa.— 
Oeuenl  Howe  at  Slalea   Iiluid.  —  Washington's    Picpa- 


|HE  grenl  aim  of  the  6riti»<ii,st  preseDt, 
s  lit  get  possession  of  New  Tork  and 
:  Hudson,  and  make  thtim  the  basis 
of  miliinry  operations.  Thistliey  hoped  to  effect 
OD  the  arrival  of  a  powerful  armameat,  bourl; 
expected,  atiJ  designed  for  operations  on  the  sea- 
board. 

At  this  critical  juncture  there  was  an  alarm  of 
a  conspiracj  among  the  lories  ia  the  city  and  on 
Long  Island,  suddenly  lo  lake  up  arms  and  co- 
operate with  the  British  troops  on  their  arrivaL 
The  wildest  reports  were  in  circulation  couoero- 
iug  it.  Some  of  the  lories  were  to  break  down 
King's  Bridge,  others  were  lo  blow  up  the  mag- 
HKines,  spike  the  guns,  and  massacre  all  the  field- 
officers.  Washington  was  to  be  killed  or  deliv- 
ered up  to  the  enemy.  Some  of  his  own  body- 
guard were  said  to  be  in  the  plot. 

Several  publicans  of  the  city  were  pointed  out, 
as  having  aided  or  abetted  the  plot.  One  whs 
landlord  of  the  "  Highlander,"  at  the  comer  oi' 
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Buver  Street  and  Broadwaj.  Another  die- 
(waed  ilqnor  nnder  llie  sign  of  "  Robin  Hood." 
Another  imiueU   Lowry,  desciibed  as  a  " fal  man 

blue  coal,"  kept  taferii  in  a  low  house  opposite 
tie  Oswego  morkel.  Another,  James  Uouldiug, 
liepl  a  beer-house  in  Tryou  Kow,  opposite  the 
r  the  upper  barracks.  It  wouid  eeem  as 
-work  of  corruption  and  Irenchery  had  been 
»ov(!a  ibroughoiit  the  city  by  means  of  these  liquor 
datleni,  Oue  of  the  most  noted,  lioivever,  was 
Cortrie,  whose  laTern  was  said  to  be  "  to  the  south- 
iHt  of  General  Washingtou's  house,  to  the  weal- 

>f  Bayard's  Woods,  and  nortl:i  of  Lispennrd'a 
lleidow^"  from  nhich  it  would  appear  that,  nt 
(ittt  lime,  the  general  nas  quartered  at  what  was 
fcraerly  called  Richmond  Hill ;  a  mansion  aui^ 
iDUDded  by  trees,  at  a  short  dbtance  fmm  the  city, 
Ml  tuher  an  uolated  situation. 

wnmittee  of  the  New  York  Congress,  of 
John  Jay  was  chairman,  traced  tlie  (dot  up 
to  Governor  Tryon,  who,  from  his  sufo  retreat  on 
*^iboiird,  acted  through  a^nts  on  shore.  The 
B>Mt  important  of  these  waa  David  Matthews, 
ill*  tory  mayor  of  the  city.  He  was  accused  of 
■Mwrsiiig  money  to  enlist  men,  purchase  arms, 
•Dd  corrupt  the  soldiery. 
Wgdiington  was  authorized  and  requested  by 
9  comtnittee,  to  cause  the  mayar  to  be  appre- 
liended,  and  all  liis  papers  secured.     MalthewB 

U  ^t  time  residing  at  Flatbush  on  Long  Isl- 
*™,  at  no  great  instance  from  General  Greene's 
™<*nipineiiL     Washington  transmitted  Uia  war- 

Of  the  committee  to  the  general  ou  the  Slat, 
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with  directions  that  it  ehould  "  be  executed  with 
precision,  and  exactly  by  one  o'clock  of  the  en- 
suing morning,  by  a  careful  offic,-er." 

Precisely  at  llie  hour  of  one,  a  debichtnent 
from  Greene's  brigade  Burrounded  the  house  of 
the  mayor,  and  secured  his  person ;  but  no  pa- 
pers   were    found,    though    diligent   search   was 

Knmerous  other  arrests  took  place,  and  among 
the  number,  some  of  Washington's  body-guard. 
A  great  dismay  fell  upon  tiie  lories.  Some  of 
those  on  Long  Island  who  had  proceeded  to  arm 
themselves,  finding  the  plot  discovered,  sought 
refuge  in  woods  and  morasses.  Washington  di- 
rected that  those  arrested,  who  belonged  to  the 
army,  should  be  tried  by  &  court-martial,  and  the 
rest  handed  over  to  the  secular  power. 

According  to  statements  made  before  tlie  com- 
mittee, live  guineas  bounty  was  ofTei'ed  by  Gov- 
ernor Tryon  to  each  man  who  should  enter  the 
king's  service ;  with  a  promise  of  two  hundred 
acres  of  land  for  himself,  one  hundred  for  his 
wife,  and  fifty  for  each  child.  The  men  thus  re- 
cruited were  set  (o  act  on  shore,  in  cooperation 
with  the  king's  troops  when  Uiey  came. 

Corbie's  tavern,  near  Waahingtou's  quarters, 
was  a  kind  of  rendezvous  of  the  conspirators. 
There  one  Gilbert  Forbes,  a  gunsmith,  "a  sliort, 
thick  man,  with  a  whit«  coat,"  enlisted  men,  gave 
them  money,  and  "  swore  them  on  the  book  to 
secrecy."  Fi'om  this  house  a  correspondence  was 
kept  up  with  Governor  Tryon  on  shipboard, 
through   a   "mulatto-colored  ne^^ro,  dressed   in 
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bine  clothes."  At  this  Livem  it  was  suppoacil 
Washington's  body-gunrds  were  tami>ei-eil  with. 
ThomBa  Hickey,  one  of  the  guards,  a  dark-cow- 
plexioned  man,  five  feet  six  inches  high,  and  well 
set,  was  said  not  only  to  be  enlisted,  but  to  have 
aided  in  corrnpting  his  cnmrades ;  among  others, 
Greene  the  drummer,  and  Johnsou  the  fifer. 

It  waa  further  tealified  before  the  commiltee, 
that  one  Sergeant  Graham,  an  old  soldier,  for- 
merly of  the  roya!  artillery,  had  been  em|)]oyed 
by  Governor  Tryon  to  prowl  round  and  survey 
the  grounds  and  works  about  the  city,  and  on 
Long  Island,  and  that,  on  information  thus  pro- 
cured, a.  plan  of  operations  had  been  concerted. 
On  the  arrival  of  the  fleet,  a  man-of-war  should 
cannonade  the  battery  at  R«d  Hook ;  while  that 
was  doing,  a  detachment  of  the  army  should  land 
below  with  cannon,  and  by  a  circuitous  march 
surprise  and  storm  the  works  on  Long  Island. 
The  shipping  then,  with  the  remainder  of  the 
army,  were  to  divide,  one  part  to  rkin  up  the 
Hudson,  the  other  up  the  East  River;  troops 
were  to  land  above  New  York,  secure  the  pass 
at  King's  Bridge,  and  cut  off  all  communication 
between  the  city  and  country.' 

Much  of  the  evidence  given  was  of  a  dubious 
kind.  It  was  certain  that  persons  had  secretly 
been  enlisted,  and  sworn  to  hostile  operadonSt 
but  Washingtfju  did  not  think  that  any  regular 
plan  had  been  digested  by  the  conspirators. 
"  The  matter."  writes  he,  "  I  am  in  ho|>es,  by  a 
timely  diacovery.  will  be  suppresseii."  ' 

I  Am.  Arriiita,  Sth  Scries,  vl.  1 1TT. 

f  Wuhingtos  to  the  Preiidtnt  of  Congi* «,  June  28. 
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Acconliug  to  the  luuyor's  own  admisstoa  before 
the  committee,  be  had  been  cognizant  of  attempts 
U)  enlbt  tories  luid  corrupt  Waahington'B  guards, 
though  be  declareil  he  had  discoanleuanced  them. 
He  had  on  one  occiisiou,  uIbo,  at  the  request  of 
Governor  Tryou,  paid  money  for  him  to  Gilbert 
Forbes,  the  guufimith,  ibr  riHea  and  njund-bored 
guns  which  he  had  already  fumiehed  and  for 
others  which  ho  whs  lo  muke.  He  had  done  so, 
however  (according  lo  his  account),  with  great 
reluctance,  and  afler  much  heaitation  and  delay, 
warning  the  gimsmitb  that  be  would  be  hanged 
if  found  out.  Tiie  mayor,  with  a  number  of 
otliera,  were  detained  in  prison  to  await  a  trial. 

TliomoB  Ilickey,  the  individual  of  Washing- 
ton'^ guard,  was  tried  before  a  court-martial. 
He  WHS  an  Irishman,  and  had  been  a  deserter 
from  the  British  army.  The  court-martial  found 
him  guilty  of  mutiny  and  ecdilion,  and  treacber- 
oue  correspondence  with  the  enemy,  and  sen- 
VaxoA  him  to  !»  hanged. 

The  sentence  was  approved  by  Washiugtou, 
and  was  carried  promptly  into  effect,  ii>  the  most 
solemn  and  impressive  manner,  to  serve  as  a 
warning  and  example  in  this  time  of  treachery 
and  danger.  On  the  morning  of  the  28th,  all 
the  officers  and  men  off  duty,  belonging  to  the 
brigades  of  Heath,  Spencer,  Stirling,  and  Scott, 
assembled  under  arms  at  their  respective  parades 
at  ten  o'clock,  and  marched  thence  to  the  ground. 
Twenty  men  from  each  brigade,  with  Inyoneta 
fixed,  guarded  the  prisoner  to  the  place  of  execu- 
tion, which  was  a  Held  near  the  Bowery  Lane. 
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There  he  was  hanged  iu  the  preaeuce,  we  are 
told,  of  QCar  twenty  Uiousaud  persona. 

While  tlie  city  was  still  brooding  over  this 
doleful  spectacle,  fuur  ships-of-war,  portentous 
risiUiats,  appeared  off  the  Hook,  stood  quietly 
in  at  the  Narrows,  and  dropped  anchor  in  the 

lu  his  orderly  book,  Wa^ngtott  erpressed  a 
hope  that  thu  unhappy  fate  of  Thomas  Hickey, 
esecut^  tliat  Jay  for  mutiny,  sedition,  and  treach- 
ery, would  be  a  warning  to  every  soldier  in  the 
line,  to  avoid  the  crimea  for  which  he  suffered.' 

1  As  a  epecimen  of  tb;  reports,  which  circnlated  throughoaC 
tha  eoontry,  CDDCcmin)!  this  rorspirtcy,  we  give  sn  extrwt 
trom  ■  letur,  written  from  Wslhenfield,  in  t^ouiectlcnt,  Sth 
of  July,  IITQ,  hj  the  Reverend  John  Harsh. 

"  You  hive  htxTd  at  the  iafernal  plat  ihu  haa  been  diiicov- 
(Ttd.  About  ten  days  beforn  »ay  of  the  conspiniton'  were 
Itken  np,  ■  wonmn  went  to  tbu  geaoril  uid  desired  a  ptiTBte 
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n  danger,  and  gave  him  soch  an  account  of  the 
eontpiracy  an  gained  bis  eonlidencc.  He  opened  the  matter 
Id  a  few  friends,  on  whom  be  could  depend.  A  strict  watch 
was  kept  night  mi  day^  onlil  ■  favuralile  opportunity  oc- 
curred; when  tlie  (ceneral  went  to  bed  ns  usual,  aroM  about 
two  o'clock,  told  hi«  lady  lie  wai  a-going,  with  some  of  the 
rrorincial  Congnss,  to  order  tome  tones  selaed  —  desired  she 
would  make  faenelf  ca«y,  and  g^  to  steep.  He  went  off  with- 
ant  any  of  his  aidBa-de-camp,  except  the  captain  of  liii  life- 
guard, was  joined  by  a  number  ol'  chosen  uien,  wifh  lanterns, 
and  proper  iniiiunieulB  to  break  open  houses,  and  before  lix 
o'clock  oust  morning,  had  forty  men  under  guard  at  the  City 
Hall,  snionK  whom  was  the  mayor  of  the  city,  several  mer- 
chants, aud  live  or  six  of  his  own  life-guaril.  Upon  exami- 
nation, one  I'orbea  confeiwd  that  the  plan  was  to  assaninate 
ihe  general,  and  as  nuuy  of  the  superior  officers  as  Ih«y  could, 
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On  the  29th  of  Judo,  an  express  from  the  look- 
out on  Srnien  Islund,  announced  ihat  forty  sail 
were  in  si^ht.  Thej  were  in  fuct,  ships  from 
Halifax,  bringing  between  nine  and  ten  thoiunnd 
of  the  ti-oops  receolij  expelled  from  Boston,  together 
with  six  traasporta  filled  with  Highland  troops, 
wliich  had  joined  the  tleet  at  eea.  At  sight  of 
this  formidable  arm^enl  standing  into  the  har- 
bor, Wasbi[igUMi  instantly  sent  Dotice  of  its  arri- 
val to  Colonel  James  Clinton,  who  had  command 
of  the  posts  ill  the  Highlands,  and  urged  all  pos- 
sible prepariLtions  to  gire  the  enemy  a  warm  re- 
ception   should  they  push  their    frigates   up  the 

According  to  general  orders  issued  from  head- 
quarters on  the  following  d:iy  (June  30),  the  of- 
ficers and  meD,  not  on  duty,  were  to  march  from 
their  respective  regimental  parades  to  their  alarm 
posts,  at  least  once  every  day,  that  they  might 
become  well  acquainted  with  them.  They  were 
lo  go  by  routes  least  exposed  to  a  fire  from  the 
shipping,  and  all  the  ofTicers  from  the  highest  to 
the  lowest,  were  to  make  themselves  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  grounds.  Upon  a  signal  of  the 
enemy's  approach,  or  upon  any  alarm,  all  farigue 
parties  were  immediately  to  repair  to  their  respect- 

nad  lo  tilow  up  ths  mHgiizine  upon  Ihc  ippeuvnc*  of  <bs  en- 
Gtny'a  fl«e(,  And  la  go  off  ia  boHlfl  prvpantd  Tor  thit  piirpoao 
to  join  the  eDcrn^ .  Thomiis  Hickey,  wbo  bag  been  ex«a(ed, 
went  fVom  this  placu.  He  ume  ftvta  Iraluid  ■  few  yean  ago. 
Wtiit  will  be  done  witb  tbe  mayor  a  ancerlnin.  He  caa't  be 
tried  by  court-minial,  and,  it  w  mid.  there  it  no  taw  of 
tbat  Mlony  by  wbich  be  can  be  cDademned.  May  be  have 
hit  dnarta." 
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ive  corps  witb  tlieir  at 
coutronieiils,  ready  for  instant  action. 

It  WHS  iiscertaiiied  tlint  the  rani ilicnt ions  of  the 
conspinicj  lately  <Ie1«cled,  extended  up  tlie  Hud- 
son. Many  of  the  disaffected  in  the  upper  coun- 
ties were  enlisle<l  in  it.  The  commitlee  of  safely 
nl  Carnwali,  in  Orange  County,  secit  vrord  to  Col- 
onel James  Clititon,  Fort  Conatitutii)n,  of  the  mis- 
cliief  [hat  was  brewing.  James  Uaff,  a  lory,  had 
confessed  before  (hem,  that  he  was  ouo  of  a  num- 
ber who  were  to  Join  the  British  troops  as  soon  as 
ihey  should  arrive.  It  was  expected  the  latter 
would  push  up  the  river  and  land  at  Verplanck'a 
Point ;  whereupon  the  guns  at  the  forls  in  the  High- 
lands were  to  be  spiked  by  soldiers  of  their  own 
garrisons;  and  the  lories  throughout  the  country 
were  to  be  up  in  arms.' 

Cliulon  received  letters,  also,  from  a  meeting 
of  oomniitiees  in  the  precincts  of  Newburg,  ap- 
prising him  liiat  persons  dangerous  to  tlie  cause 
were  lurking  in  that  neighborhood,  and  request- 
ing him  to  detach  twenty-five  men  under  a  cer- 
tain lieutenant  acquainted  with  the  woods,  "  to 
aid  in  getting  some  of  these  rascals  apprehended 
and  secured." 

While  city  and  country  were  thus  ngilaled  by 
apprehensions  of  danger,  internal  ami  external, 
other  arrivals  swelled  the  number  of  ships  in  the 
bay  of  New  York  to  one  hundi'ed  and  thirty,  men- 
of-war  and  transports.  They  made  no  movement 
to  ascend  Ibe  Hudson,  but    anchored  off  Staten 

M  of  lbs  commiUW.  Am.  ArAittt,  4tb 
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IsUwd,  where  Ihey  latuled  llieir  troops,  and  lliu 
bill  sides  were  soon  nhilened  with  tli«ir  ti 

lu  the  frigate  Grej/hound,  one  of  the  four  ships 
which  firal  arrived,  came  General  Howe,  He 
had  preceded  the  fleet  in  order  to  coufer  with  Gov- 
ernor Tryon,  and  inform  himgelf  of  the  Slate  of 
HfTiii's.  In  a  leiier  to  his  government  he  writes: 
■■  I  miil  with  Governor  Tryon  on  board  of  a  ship 
at  the  Hook,  and  raany  gentlemen,  fast  5ienda  of 
goFemment,  attending  him,  from  whom  I  have 
tbe  fullest  information  of  the  atate  of  the  rebels. 
.  .  .  .  We  pBflsed  the  Narrows  with  three 
ahips-of-war,  and  the  first  diviaion  of  transporls, 
landed  the  grenadiers  and  tight  infantry,  as  the 
ships  came  up,  on  this  islsiid,  to  the  great  joy  of 
a  most  loyal  people,  long  suffering  on  that  account 
under  the  oppreRsioii  of  the  rebels  eiationed  aluong 
them  ;  who  precipitately  fled  on  the  approach  of 

■he  shipping There  is  great  reason 

to  expect  a  numerous  body  of  the  inliabiianta  to 
join  the  army  from  the  province  of  York,  the  Jer- 
seys and  Connecticut,  who,  in  this  time  of  tiniver- 
sal  oppression,  only  wait  for  opportunities  to  give 
prools  of  their  loyalty  and  zeal." ' 

1  Governor  Tryon.  in  «  l<tl«r  <U)ed  nboat  tbia  cims  (him  on 
iKwrd  of  the  Duckra  0/  Gordon,  off  Stolen  Iilimd,  wiitei: 
"  The  ustimuny  given  bylhe  inhatiidnls  ol'thc  isUnd.arto}'- 
iltv  to  Uia  Msjeety.  and  ■ItachmeDl:  to  hisgovemmenC,  I  Bal- 
ttrmjwlf  wlil  he  genenl  throughout  the  province.  ■»  kkbi  m 
the  (rmy  gets  the  miinbodv  of  the  rebels  between  Ihem  and  the 
ua;  wbldi  will  Uave  all  the  back  vounlry  open  lo  lbs  command 
of  the  king't  tVienda,  and  yield  a  plentitul  r^'onrce  ofprnvwooa 
fbr  the  anny,  and  place  them  in  a  beller  situation  tocutofftha 
rebels'  relrpalwben  forced  from  (heir  tlronghold."  —  .lia.  Jr- 
Mm,  BIh  Sariea,  i.  131 
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Waahington  beheld  the  gathering  storm  wilh 
Bu  anxious  eje,  awitre  that  General  Howe  only 
awniled  Ihe  arrival  of  his  brother,  the  Hdmiral,  lo 
commence  hostile  operations.  He  wrote  lo  the 
President  of  Congress,  urging  a  ca!l  on  the  Mas- 
sachusetts government  fur  its  quutH  of  contlnenlal 
troops ;  and  the  formation  of  a  (lying  mmp  of  l«n 
thousand  men,  lo  be  stationed  in  the  Jerseys  as  a 
central  force,  resdy  to  act  in  any  direction  as  cir- 
cumstances mi<;ht  require. 

On  the  2d  of  July,  he  issued  a  general  order, 
oftllidg  upon  the  troops  to  prepare  for  a  momentous 
conflict  which  was  to  decide  their  liberties  and 
fortunes.  Those  who  should  signalize  themnelves 
by  acts  of  bravery,  would  be  noticed  and  rewarded  ; 
those  who  proved  craven  would  be  exposed  and 
punished.  No  favor  would  be  shown  to  such  as 
refused  or  neglected  to  do  their  duty  at  so  impor- 
tant a  crisis. 


1 


Firal  Appe»r»n«  of  Aleimm 

—  Grnenl  HgghMemrii 

—  D«1«r«iion  1.1  ■ 


1B0UT  thia  time,  we  have  tlie  firet  sp- 
peara[ic«  in  the  miliLaiy  Tmka  of  the 
Revolution,  of  one  desiiucd  to  take  an 
active  and  tlistinguished  part  in  public  affiiits  j 
and  to  leave  iJie  impress  of  liis  genius  on  the  in- 
stitutions of  the  country. 

As  General  Greene  one  day.  on  his  way  to 
Washington's  head -quarters,  was  passing  through 
a  Held,  —  then  on  the  outskirts  of  the  city,  now 
in  the  heart  of  its  busiest  quarter,  and  known  as 
"  the  Pork,"  —  he  paused  to  notice  a  provinoal 
oompsny  of  artillery,  and  was  struck  with  its  able 
performances,  and  with  the  tact  and  talent  of  ita 
commnnder.  He  was  a  mere  youth,  apparently 
about  twenty  yeiirs  of  age ;  small  in  person  and 
stature,  but  remarkable  for  his  alert  and  manly 
l>earing.     It  was  Alexander  Hamitlon. 

Greene  was  an  able  tactician,  and  quick  to  ap- 
preciate any  display  of  military  sdence ;  a  little 
conversntion  sufficed  to  convince  him  that  the 
youth  before  him  had  a  mind  of  no  ordinary 
grasp   and  quicliness.      He   iuvittid  him  to  1^ 
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quarters,  anil  fixim  that  time  cultivated  liia  frieml- 

Hamilton  was  a  native  of  the  iBland  of  Nevis, 
in  the  West  Indiea,  and  at  a  very  early  age  had 
been  put  in  a.  coun ting-house  aX,  tjanta  Cruz. 
His  naiure,  however,  was  aspiring.  "  1  contemo 
the  groveling  coiidiUon  of  a  clerk  to  which  my 
fortune  condemns  me,"  writes  he  to  a  youthful 
friend,  "and  would  willingly  risk  my  life,  tliough 
not  my  character,  lo  exalt  my  station.  .... 
I  mean  to  prepare  the  way  for  futurity.  I  am 
no  philosopher,  and  may  he  justly  said  to  build 
castles  in  the  air  ;  yet  we  have  seen  such  schemes 
succeed,  when  the  projector  is  constant.  I  shall 
conclude  by  aaj-iug,  I  wbli  there  was  a  war." 

Still  he  applied  himself  with  zeal  and  fidelity 
to  the  diities  of  his  station,  oud  such  were  the 
precocity  of  bis  judgment,  and  his  aptness  ut  ac- 
oouuts,  that,  before  he  was  tburUen  years  of  age, 
he  was  left  for  a  brief  interval,  during  the  absence 
of  the  principal,  at  the  head  of  the  estahlishmenl. 
While  his  situation  in  the  house  gave  him  a  prac- 
tical knowledge  of  business,  aud  experience  in 
finance,  hi*  leisure  hours  were  devoted  to  self- 
cultivation.  He  made  himself  acquainted  with 
mathematics  aud  chemistry,  ami  indulged  a  strong 
propensity  to  literature.  Some  early  achieve- 
ments of  his  pen  attracted  attention,  and  showed 
such  proof  of  talent,  that  it  was  determined  lo 
give  him  the  advantage  of  a  regular  education. 
He  was  accordingly  sent  to  Elizabethtown,  in  the 
Jerseys,  in  the  autumn  of  1772,  to  prepare,  by  a 
course  of  studies,  for  admission  into  King's  (now 


»7« 


UFE  OF   WAaBtltGTON. 


Colombia)  College,  at  New  York,  He  enleml 
m  the  college  aa  a  private  student,  in  the  latter 
part  of  1773,  and  endeavored,  by  diligent  appli- 
cation, to  fit  himaelf  for  the  medical  profession. 

The  conleutioiis  of  the  colonies  with  the  mother 
country  gave  a  diiFerent  direction  and  impulse  to 
bis  ardent  and  attpiring  mind.  He  soon  signal- 
ized himself  by  tbe  exercise  of  his  pen,  some- 
times in  a  grave,  sometimes  in  a  satirical  manner. 
On  the  6th  of  July,  1774,  there  wa.*  a  general 
meetiug  of  the  citizens  in  the  "Fields,"  to  ex- 
press their  abhorrence  of  the  Boston  Fort  Bill. 
Hamilton  was  present,  and.  prompted  by  his  ei- 
dted  feelings  and  the  instigation  of  youthful  com- 
panions, ventured  to  address  the  multitude.  The 
vigor  and  maturity  of  his  intellect,  coutrasied 
with  his  youthful  appearance,  won  the  admiration 
of  his  auditors ;  even  his  diminutive  aiie  gave  ad- 
ditional effect  to  his  eloi^uence. 

The  war,  for  which  in  his  boyish  days  he  had 
sighed,  was  approaching.  He  now  devoted  him- 
self to  military  studies,  especially  pyrotechnics 
and  gunnery,  and  formed  an  amateur  coqis  ont 
of  a  number  of  his  fellow  studeutg,  and  the  young 
gentlemen  of  the  dty.  In  the  month  of  March, 
1776,  he  became  captain  of  artillery,  in  a  provin- 
cial corps,  newly  raised,  and  soon,  fay  able  drill- 
ing, rendered  it  conspicuous  for  discipline. 

It  was  while  exercising  his  artillery  con^any 
that  he  attracteil.  as  we  have  mentione<l,  the  at- 
tention of  General  Greene.  Further  acquaint- 
ance heightened  the  general's  opinion  of  his  ex- 
Irsordinary  merits,  and  he  took  an  early  ocoasiou 
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lo   introduce   him   to   tbe   com mander-iii- chief,  by 
whom  we  shall  soon  find   him  properly  appre- 

A  valuable  accession  to  the  anny  at  this  iini- 
ious  time,  was  WushiDgtou's  neighbor,  and  fbrmer 
companion  in  anua,  Hugh  Mercer,  tbe  veteran 
of  Cullodeu  and  Fort  Duquesne.  His  mjhtary 
spirit  was  alert  aa  ever ;  ihe  talent  lie  had  shown 
in  oi^iiizing  the  Virgiaia  militia,  and  his  zeal 
and  elBciency  as  a  member  of  tbe  committee  of 
safety,  had  been  properly  appreciated  by  Con- 
gress, and  on  the  5th  of  >Tune  he  had  received 
tbe  commission  of  brigailier-general.  lie  was 
greeted  bj  Washington  with  the  right  hand  of 
fellowsltip.  The  flying  camp  was  about  forming. 
The  cominitWe  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania  were 
forwarding  some  of  the  militia  of  tliat  province 
to  the  Jerseys,  to  perform  the  service  of  the 
camp  until  the  militia  levies,  specified  by  Con- 
gress, should  arrive.  Washington  iiad  the  nomi- 
nation of  some  condnental  officer  to  the  command. 
He  gave  it  to  Mercer,  of  whose  merits  he  felt 
sure,  and  sent  him  over  to  Faulus  Ilook,  in  the 
Jerseys,  to  make  arrangements  for  the  Pennsyl- 
vania militia  as  they  should  come  in ;  recommend- 
ing him  to  Brigadier-general  William  Livingston, 
as  an  officer  on  whose  experience  and  judgment 
great  confidence  might  be  reposed. 

Livingston  was  a  man  inexperienced  in  arms, 
but  of  education,  talent,  sagacity,  and  ready  wit 
He  was  of  the  New  York  family  of  the  same 
name,  but  h.-iil  resided  for  some  time  in  the  Jer- 
seys, having  a  spacious  mansion  in  Elizabeth  town, 
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which  be  had  nnmcd  Liberly  Hall.  Aforcer  and 
he  were  to  consult  together,  and  concert  plans  lo 
repel  iuv^ious ;  the  New  Jersey  militin,  however, 
were  dbtiDct  from  the  Hying  CAinp,  and  only 
c»illed"ont  for  local  defense.  New  Jersey's  great- 
est danger  of  invasion  was  trom  States  Island, 
where  the  British  were  throwing  up  works,  and 
whence  they  might  attempt  to  cross  to  Amboy. 
The  flying  camp  was  therefore  to  be  stationed  in 
the  ueighborhood  of  that  place. 

"  The  known  disaffection  of  the  people  of  Am- 
boy," writes  Washinglon,  "and  the  treachery  of 
those  on  Stalen  Island,  who.  after  the  fiiirest  pro- 
fessions, have  shown  themselves  our  most  invet- 
erate enemies,  have  induced  me  lo  give  direcUons 
that  all  persons  of  known  enmity  and  donbtAil 
character  should  be  removed  from  those  places." 

According  to  General  Livingston's  humorous 
account,  his  own  village  of  Elizabethtowa  was 
not  much  more  reliable,  being  peopled  in  those 
agitated  times  "  by  nnknown,  unrecommended 
strangers,  guilty-looking  lories,  and  very  koavisb 
whigs." 

While  danger  was  gathering  round  New  York, 
and  its  inhabitants  were  in  mute  suspense  and  fear- 
ful anticipations,  ihe  GenemI  Congress  at  Phila- 
delphia was  discussing,  with  closed  doors,  what 
John  Adams  pronunneed  —  "The  greatest  ques- 
tion ever  debated  in  America,  and  as  great  as  ever 
was  or  will  be  debated  among  men."  The  resnlt 
was,  a  resolntiou  passed  unanimously,  on  the  2d 
of  July,  "  that  these  United  Colonies  are,  and  of 
right  ought  to  be,  tree  ^nd  indepehdent  States." 
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"Tbe  2d  gf  July,"  adda  tbe  same  pairiot  atatea- 
mau,  "  will  be  llie  must  incmurikble  epucb  in  the 
history  of  AmericH.  I  nm  apt  to  believe  that  it 
will  be  ceiebi'aied  by  succeeding  gensmtioDS,  as 
the  great  auaiversary  festival-  It  ought  to  be 
cummemurated  as  ihe  dny  of  deliverance,  by  sol- 
emn acts  of  devociou  to  Altaighty  God.  It  ought 
to  be  Boleunized  witli  pomp  aod  pttrade,  with 
shows,  gamtia,  sports,  guns,  bells,  bonfires,  and  il- 
lamiDHtloDS,  from  one  end  of  this  o 
other,  from  this  time  forth  for  e 

The  glorious  event  has,  iudeed,  given  rise  to  an 
aonual  jubilee,  but  not  on  the  day  designnted  by 
Adams.  The  fourth  of  July  is  tbe  day  of  na- 
tioual  rejoictng,  for  on  that  day  the  "■  Declaration 
of  Independence,"  that  solemn  and  sublime  docu- 
ment, was  adopted.  Traditiun  gives  a  drtimalic 
effect  to  its  announcement.  It  wiia  koown  to  be 
under  diseuasiou,  but  the  eloped  doors  of  Coagress 
excluded  ibe  populace.  They  awaiied,  in  throngs, 
aa  appointed  signal.  In  the  steeple  of  tbe  state- 
house  was  a  bell,  imported  twenty-three  years 
previously  from  London  by  tbe  Provincial  As- 
sembly of  Pennsylvania.  It  bore  the  portentous 
text  from  Seriplure :  "  Proclaim  liberty  through- 
out all  the  land,  unto  all  tbe  inhabiianta  thereof." 
A  joyous  peal  from  that  bell  gave  notice  that  tbe 
bill  had  been  passed.  It  was  the  knell  of  Britinb 
domination. 

No  one  felt  tbe  importance  of  the  event  more 
deeply  than  John  Adams,  for  no  one  iiad  been 
more  active  in  producing  iL  We  quota  bis  words 
wrilten  at  the  moment.     '-  When  I  look  back  to 
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tbe  ^eiir  1761,  nod  recollect  the  arguraeat  concurn- 
iDg  writs  of  assistance  m  the  superior  court,  whicli 
I  have  hitherto  considered  ba  the  commeDcenteDt 
of  the  controversy  between  Great  Britain  aud 
America,  and  run  tlirough  the  whole  period  from 
that  Lime  to  litis,  and  recollect  the  series  of  polit- 
ical events,  tlie  chfuu  of  causes  and  effects,  I  am 
surprised  at  the  suddenness,  as  well  as  the  great- 
ness of  this  Revolution ;  Great  Britain  has  been 
filled  with  folly,  America  with  wisdom." 

His  only  regret  was,  that  the  declaration  of  in- 
dependence had  not  been  made  sooner.  "  Had  it 
been  mode  seven  months  ago,"  said  he,  "  we 
should  have  mastered  Quebec,  and  been  in  pos- 
session of  Canada,  and  might  before  this  hour 
have  formed  alliances  with  foreign  states.  Many 
gentlemen  in  high  stHtlons,  and  of  great  influ- 
ence, have  been  duped  by  the  ministerial  bubble 
of  commissioners  to  treat,  and  have  been  slow 
and  languid  in  promoting  measures  for  the  re- 
duction of  that  province." 

Washington  haUed  the  declaration  with  joy. 
It  is  true,  it  was  but  a  formal  recognition  of  a 
slate  of  tbingH  which  had  long  existed,  but  it  put 
an  end  to  all  those  temporizing  hopes  of  reconciU 
iatiou  which  had  clogged  the  military  action  of  Ibe 
country. 

On  the  9lb  of  July,  he  caused  it  to  be  read  at 
Bix  o'clock  in  the  evening,  at  the  head  of  each 
brigade  of  the  army.  "  The  general  hopes,"  said 
he  in  his  orders,  "  that  this  importaut  event  will 
serve  as  a  fresh  incentive  to  every  officer  and  sol- 
dier, to  act  with  fidelity  and  courage,  as  koowing 
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tbut  uow  ibe  peace  &aA  aaSety  of  his  country  <ic- 
peod,  under  Giod,  solely  on  the  succees  of  our  ^rms ; 
and  that  lie  ia  now  in  ihe  service  of  a  sriue,  pos- 
seascd  of  sufliciuut  power  to  reward  Wis  itieril,  and 
advance  him  to  the  highest  honors  of  a  free  coun- 


irj." 


1  York  were  not 


Since 
effigy? 


The  exciiable  populace  of  Ne 
content  with  tlie  ringing  of  hells  to  pro( 
joy.  There  was  a  leaden  statue  of  Gi 
in  the  Bowling  Green  in  front  of  the  foi 
kingly  rule  is  at  lui  end,  why  retain 
Oti  the  same  evening,  therefore,  the  statue 
pulled  down  amid  the  sliouta  of  the  multitude,  and 
broken  up  to  be  run  into  bullets  "  to  be  used  in 
the  cauEte  of  independence." 

Some  of  the  soldiei'y  having  been  implicated  in 
this  popular  eServescence,  Wasbioglon  censured 
it  in  general  orders,  as  having  much  the  appear- 
ance of  a  riot  and  a  wttnt  of  discipline,  and  the 
army  was  forbidden  to  indulge  in  any  iiTcgular- 
ities  of  the  kind.  It  was  his  constant  t'tfurt  to 
inspire  his  countryiaeti  in  arms  with  hia  own  ele- 
vated idea  of  the  caune  in  which  Ihey  were  en- 
gaged, and  lo  make  them  feel  that  it  wnis  no  or- 
dinary warfai-e,  admiEtiug  of  vulgar  passions  and 
perturbations.  "The  general  hopes  and  iruats," 
said  be, "  thai  every  officer  and  man  will  endeavor 
BO  to  live  and  act  as  becomes  a  Christian  soldier, 
defending  the  dearest  rights  and  liberties  of  his 
country." ' 

1  OrJerlj-  book,  July  fl.     Sparks,  iii.  .ISO. 
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exultation  of  ihe  patriots  of  New 
,  York,  caused  by  the  DecI«rnlion  of  Iti- 
I  ilepeiideriee,  was  soon  overclouded.  On 
the  12lh  of  July,  several  ships  Blood  iu  from  sea, 
and  joiued  the  naval  force  below.  Every  nautical 
movement  was  now  a  matter  of  apeculaliou  sod 
alarm,  and  all  the  spy-ghissea  in  the  diy  were  in- 
cessantly reconnoitering  the  bay. 

"  The  'etiemy  are  tiow  in  the  linrbor,"  writes  an 
American  officer,  "although  they  have  not  yet 
ventured  themselves  within  gnnshot  of  (lie  eity, 
but  we  hourly  expect  to  be  called  into  action. 
The  whole  army  ia  out  between  two  and  three 
every  morning,  at  their  respective  alarm  poals, 
and  remain  there  anti]  sanrise.  I  am  morally 
certuD  that  it  will  not  be  long  before  we  bave  an 


Scarce  had  this  letter  been  penned,  when  two 
Bhips^f-war  were  observed  gelling  under  way, 
and  standing  toward  the  city.  One  was  the  P/ta- 
nix,  of  forty  guns ;  Ihe  other  the  Sose,  of  twenty 
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gong,  commaoiled  by  CHplain  'Wiillnce.  of  iiiien- 
viable  renown,  who  had  marauded  tbe  Kew  Eng- 
land coast,  niid  domineered  over  Rhode  Islnnd. 
The  Iroopg  were  immediately  at  their  niai-m  poste. 
It  was  about  lialf-past  three  o'clock  in  tbe  after- 
noon,  OS  the  fiiips  and  three  lenders  cama  sweep- 
ing up  the  buy  with  the  advantage  of  wind  and 
tide,  aud  shaped  their  course  up  the  Hudson. 
The  bftttei'icB  of  the  city  and  of  PauluB  Houk  on 
the  opposite  Jersey  shore,  opened  a  fire  upon  tbem. 
They  answered  it  with  broadsides.  There  was 
a  panic  tbrougliout  the  city.  Women  and  chil- 
dren ran  liiUier  and  tliither  about  the  alreets,  min- 
gling (heir  sbi'iuks  and  ciies  with  the  thundering 
of  the  cimitou.  "  Tlio  attack  has  begun  1  The 
city  is  to  be  destroyed  !     What  will  become  of 

The  Pkanix  and  the  Rote  continued  their 
course  up  the  Hudson,  They  had  merely  fii'ed 
upon  tbe  batteries  as  they  passed ;  and  on  their 
own  part  bad  sustained  but  little  damage,  their 
decks  having  ramparts  of  sand-bags.  The  ships 
below  remained  in  sullen  quiet  at  iheir  anchors, 
and  showed  no  intention  of  following  ihem.  The 
firing  ceased.  Tbe  fear  of  a  genera]  attack  upon 
the  city  died  away,  and  tbe  agitated  citizens 
breatlied  more  freely. 

Washington,  however,  apprehended  this  move- 
ment of  the  ships  might  be  with  a  ditferent  object. 
They  might  be  sent  lo  land  troops  and  seize 
upon  the  passes  of  the  Higlilandx.  Foris  Mont- 
gomery and  Constitution  were  far  from  complete, 
Aud  were  scaatily  maimed.     A  small  force  might 
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be  Butlicient  lo  surprise  them.  The  ships  might 
intend,  ntso,  to  distribute  nnns  among  the  tories  Ja 
the  river  counties,  and  prepare  them  lo  cooperate 
in  tlie  appreliended  nltnclc  upon  Now  York. 

Thus  thinking,  the  moment  ^iu«liingU>n  sun 
ihese  ships  standing  up  the  river,  he  sent  o£F  an 
express  to  put  General  KlifSin  on  the  alert,  wlio 
was  slalioned  with  bis  Philadelphia  troops  at  Fort 
Washington  and  King's  Bridge.  TIse  same  ex- 
press carried  a  letter  from  him  to  tlie  Now  York 
Convention,  at  that  time  holding  iu  sessions  at 
White  Plains  iu  "Westchester  County,  apprising  it 
of  the  impending  danger.  Ilis  immeihale  solici- 
tude was  for  the  safety  of  Forts  Constitution  and 
Montgomery. 

Fortunnlcly  George  Clinton,  the  patriotic  leg<  ' 
islator,  had  recently  been  appointed  brigadier- 
general  of  the  militia  of  Ulster  and  Orange  coun- 
ties. Called  to  his  native  Stale  by  his  military 
duties  in  this  time  of  danger,  he  had  only  remained 
in  Congress  to  vote  fur  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, and  then  hastened  home.  He  was 
now  at  New  Windsor,  in  Ulster  County,  just  above 
the  Highlands.  Washington  wrole  to  him  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  12lh,  urging  him  to  collect  as 
great  a  force  as  possible  of  the  New  York  militia, 
for  the  protection  of  the  Highlands  against  this 
hostile  irruption,  and  to  solieit  aid,  if  requisite, 
from  the  western  parts  of  ConneciJcut.  "  I  have 
the  strongest  reason  to  believe,"  added  he,  "  it 
will  he  alMoluteiy  necessary,  if  it  were  only  lo  pro- 
vent   an  inaun-eclion  of  your  own   tories." 

Long  before  the  receipt  of  Washiugton'a  letter, 
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Clintou  liad  been  put  ou  the  nierl.  AI>ou(  nine 
o'clock  on  llie  [Doming  of  the  13th,  au  alann  gun 
from  his  brother  nt  Fort  Consiilution.  ihiindered 
through  ihe  echoing  defiles  of  llie  moiinlAms. 
Shortly  (ifterwards,  iwo  river  sloops  cnme  to 
anchor  above  the  Highlands  before  the  genend's 
residence.  Their  cnplflins  informed  him  that  New 
York  had  been  ntiacked  on  the  preceding  aller- 
uoon.  Thej  had  seen  the  cnnnonade  from  a  dis- 
tance, and  judged  frDm  the  subseqnetit  firing  that 
the  enemy's  ships  were  up  the  river  ns  iar  us 
King's  Bridge. 

Clinton  was  as  prompt  n  soldier  as  he  had  beeu 
an  iuirepid  legislator.  The  neighboring  militia 
were  forlhwilh  put  in  motion.  Three  regiments 
were  ordered  out ;  one  was  to  repair  to  Fort  Mont- 
gomery  ;  another  to  Fort  Constitution  ;  the  third 
to  rendezvous  at  Newburg,  just  above  the  High- 
lands, ready  to  hasten  to  the  asaiittiince  of  Fort 
Constitution,  should  another  signnt  he  given.  All 
tbe  other  regiments  under  his  command  were  to 
be  prepared  for  sei'Vice  at  a  moment's  notice.  In 
ordering  these  hasty  levies,  however,  he  was  as 
coneidernte  as  be  was  energetic.  Tlie  colonels 
were  directed  to  leave  the  frontier  companies  at 
home,  to  protect  the  country  against  the  Indians, 
and  some  men  out  of  each  company  lo  guard 
asaiust  internal  enemies. 

Another  of  his  sagacious  measures  was  to  send 
expresses  to  all  the  owners  of  sliwps  and  boats 
twenty  miles  up  the  we,-t  side  of  ihe  river,  to  haul 
ibem  off  so  as  to  prevent  their  grounding.  Part 
of  them  were  to  be  ready  to  carry  over  the  militia 
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to  Uie  (brt»;  (be  tgm  woe  ordered  down  lo  Fort 
Cmwtitution,  where  ft  diAin  of  tbem  migbt  be  drawn 
KroM  ibe  Dnrrawesl  put  of  the  river,  to  be  (M 
oa  fire,  abonU  ibe  eaaaj't  ihipa  Uiempt  to  pMs. 

Hnvjng  maile  these  prompt  anwigemenls,  be 
proceeded  earl^  in  ibe  aHemoaa  of  the  aame  da}', 
witb  about  forty  of  his  oeighbors,  to  Fort  Coii- 
btitulion  1  whence,  leAring  some  with  lib  brother, 
he  piwbed  down  on  tbe  same  ereniog  lo  Fort 
Uuatgomery,  wliere  he  fixed  his  heail-qaarters,  as 
being  nearer  the  enemy  and  better  siiuaied  lo  dis- 
cover their  motions. 

Here,  oo  liie  followiug  day  (Julj  Hth),  he  re- 
ceived Wnflhingloo'a  teller,  writiea  two  dn/s  pre- 
vioufl; ;  but  bj  this  [ime  be  had  anticipated  its 
orders,  and  stirred  up  the  whole  couuirj.  On  that 
same  evening,  two  or  three  hundred  of  the  hardv 
Ulster  yeomanry,  roughly  equipped,  pari  of  one 
of  the  regiments  he  had  ordered  out,  miirched 
into  Fort  Montgomery,  beaded  by  their  colonel 
(WoodhiiU).  Early  the  next  morning  five  hun- 
dred of  auother  regiment  arrived,  and  he  was  told 
that  parts  of  two  other  regiments  were  on  the  way. 

"  The  men,"  wrileij  he  lo  Washington,  "  turn 
out  of  their  harveet  fieldH  lo  deletid  their  country 
with  surprising  alacrily.  The  abeence  of  so  many 
of  tbem,  however,  at  this  lime,  when  their  har- 
vests are  perishing  for  want  of  the  sickle,  will 
greatly  diatreHS  the  country.  I  could  wish,  there- 
fore, that  a  less  number  might  answer  the  piiipose." 

On  no  one  could  this  pi-orapt  anil  brave  gather- 
ing of  tiie  yeomanry  produce  a  more  gratiiying 
etTecC,  tban  upon  tbe  commander-ia-chief ;  and  no 
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one  could  be  more  Teclingly  nlive.  in  tlie  miditi  n( 
Stem  military  Julies,  la  the  appeal  in  belinlf  of  the 
peaoerul  inierests  of  the  husbaridnun. 

While  (he  vigilaDt  Clinton  was  preparing  lu 
defeDil  tlie  passes  of  the  Uiglilauili,  danger  was 
growing  more  imoiiDeiit  at  ihe  mouth  of  the 
Uudsoti. 

New  York  has  always  been  a  city  prune  to 
agitationa.  That  into  which  it  was  ihruwn  oii  iba 
aAerDoon  of  the  12ih  of  July,  by  the  brcisdude* 
of  the  Phtenix  and  the  Rote,  waa  almont  imme- 
diately fblloired  by  aoolher.  On  the  Mme  eviio- 
itig  tbere  was  s  great  booming  of  cannon,  with 
donda  of  smoke,  from  tbe  shipping  «t  andiof  at 
SMen  lakad.  Erery  apy-^aa*  wm  again  Id  n^ 
■rintioa.  The  Bridafa  Ami  were  Hloiinf  a  «ll^> 
of  ike  fine,  jnt  anfred  from  ms.  She  ■dvaocad 
pmmSij,  erery  aa»-of-w«r  diiuiJiLriag  ■  Mkrte  ■■ 
ihep— od.  Al  ker  fatetep  mart-kod  abe  bare 
St.  GwpTm  Sag.  *-It  if  dw  ndminra  aUp!" 
n  on  tlM  ImJmim  >1  iJk  [int> 
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|ORD  HOWE  waB  inAeed  come,  and  af. 

r  appeared  lo  be  approaching  a 
In  consequence  of  Uie  recent 
cons  pi  nicy,  the  Convention  of  New  York,  sealed 
al  White  Plains  in  Weslcliesttr  .Conuly,  had  a 
secret  committee  stationed  in  New  York  for  the 
purpone  of  taking  cognizance  of  trailorous  macht- 
nationa.  To  this  committee  Wushinglon  addressed 
a  letter  the  day  after  hia  lordship's  arrival,  suggest- 
ing the  policy  of  removing  from  the  city  and  its 
environs,  "  ull  persona  of  known  disaffection  ami 
enmity  to  the  cause  of  Americn;"  especially  those 
conHned  in  jail  for  treasonable  offenses  ;  who  might 
beootne  extremely  dnngerous  in  case  of  an  attack 
and  alarm.  He  look  tliis  stop  with  great  reluc- 
tance ;  but  felt  compelled  lo  it  by  circnmstnntres. 
The  late  conspiracy  had  shown  him  that  treason 
might  be  lurking  in  his  camp.  And  lie  was  well 
aware  that  the  city  and  the  neighboring  country. 
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eepedally  WeatcbeBler  Cauntj',  and  Queens  and 
Suffolk  coiiHttcs  oil  Long  Islnnd,  abounded  with 
"  lories,"  ready  lo  rally  under  the  roynl  Blaiidard 
whenever  backed  by  a  commaDding  force. 

Id  consequence  of  bia  suggeslion,  thirteen  per- 
sons iu  confinement  for  traitorous  offenaes,  were 
removed  lo  the  jail  of  Lilcbtield  in  Conuecticut. 
Among  the  number  was  the  late  mayor  i  but  as 
his  oSense  was  not  of  ?o  deep  a  dye  as  those 
whereof  the  rest  stood  charged,  it  was  recom- 
mended by  the  president  of  the  Conventiou  tliat 
he  should  be  treated  with  indulgence. 

The  proceedings  of  Lord  Howe  soon  showed  the 
policy  of  these  precautions.  His  lordship  had  pre- 
pared a  declaraiion  addressed  to  the  people  at  large, 
informing  them  of  the  powers  vested  tn  bis  brother 
and  himself  as  commissioners  for  restoring  peace  ; 
and  inviting  communities  as  well  as  individuals, 
who,  in  the  tumult  and  disasters  of  the  times,  had 
deviated  from  their  allegiance  lo  the  erown,  lo 
merit  and  receive  pardon  by  a  prompt  relum  to 
their  duly.  It  was  added,  that  proper  consider- 
ation would  be  had  of  the  services  of  all  who 
should  contribute  lo  the  restoration  of  public 
tranquillity. 

His  lordship  really  desired  peace.  According 
to  a  contemporary,  he  came  to  America  "as  a 
mediator,  not  as  a  destroyer,"^  and  hud  founded 
great  hopes  in  the  efficacy  of  this  document  in 
rallying  back  the  people  lo  their  allegiance ;  it  was 
a  Bont  Rihtler  of  regret  to  him,  therefore,  10  find 

'.  Juwph  Rnrd.     Am. 
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that,  in  coiuequenca  of  bis  tnnly  arrival,  liis  iu- 
vitation  lo  loyalty  had  beca  foreaialltid  by  [he 
Declnration  of  ludepeudetice. 

Stilt  it  might  have  au  effect  in  bripging  ad- 
herents to  the  royal  atatiilurd  ;  he  Beut  a  flog  od 
shore,  therefore,  bearing  a  circular  letter,  writleu 
in  his  civil  nnd  military  capacity,  to  the  coloDial 
governor,  requesting  him  lo  publish  his  address  lo 
the  people  as  widely  aa  possible. 

We  have  heretofore  shown  the  tenacity  with 
which  WashiugtoD,  in  his  correspondeuoe  with 
Generals  Gage  and  Howe,  exacted  the  conaider- 
atiou  and  deference  due  to  him  as  cummander-tn- 
chief  of  the  American  armies ;  he  did  ihb  not  from 
official  pride  and  punctilio,  but  as  the  guardian  of 
Americiin  rights  and  dignities.  A  further  step  of 
the  kind  was  yet  to  be  taken.  The  British  officers, 
considering  the  Americana  in  arms  rebels  without 
valid  comraissioDS,  were  in  the  habit  of  denying 
them  all  military  title.  Washington's  general  of- 
ficers had  urged  him  not  to  submit  to  this  tacit 
indignity,  but  to  reject  all  letters  directed  la  him 
without  a  spec! Heat ioTi  of  his  official  rank. 

An  occasion  now  presented  itself  for  the  adjust- 
ment of  this  matter.  Within  a  day  or  two  an  of- 
ficer of  the  British  navy.  Lieutenant  Brown,  came 
with  a  flag  from  Lord  Howe,  seeking  a  conference 
with  Washington.  Colonel  Reed,  the  adjutant- 
general,  embarked  in  a  barge,  and  met  him  half 
way  between  Governor's  auil  Statcn  Islands.  The 
lieutenant  informed  him  that  be  was  the  bearer 
of  a  letter  from  Lord  Howe  to  Mr.  Waabingloo. 
Colonel  Bead  replied,  that  he  knew  no  such  person 
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The  lieutenant  produced 
t  w»is  addre^-ied  to  Greorge 
He  wtis  informed  thnt  it 
ith  such  a  direelion.  The 
The  teller. 


D  ibe  Atnerioui  tnay. 
Midafi»«d  the  letter. 
WBsfaingtoii.  Esquire, 
could  not  be  received  ^ 
lienletMul  expressed  n 
he  Mid,  wss  of  a  civiL  rather  tlian  a  miliittrj' 
nature —  Lord  Howe  regretted  he  tiad  not  arrived 
aoooer  — be  bod  great  ponreri  —  it  naa  much  to 
be  wished  the  letter  could  be  received. 

While  thfe  lieatenaut  was  embarrased  and  agi- 
tated, Reed  roaiutained  hia  oooluess,  politely  de- 
diuhtn;  to  receive  the  letter,  as  inconsislent  with 
bis  dnlj.  Tbey  partMl ;  but  atler  the  lieutenant 
bad  been  rowed  some  little  distance,  bis  barge  was 
pot  aboat,  and  Reed  waited  to  hear  what  further 
he  had  to  aaj.  It  wae  lo  a»k  bj  wbM  title  Gtn- 
erai — but  oiidiii^  bimself^  JA*.  Ws^hiogton  cboae 
lo  be  addressed. 

Beed  replied  that  the  general's  statioD  in  the 
ar^waawdl  kivmii  and  tbejooaUnoibe  ate 
low  M  (e  the  p<aper  Bode  of  eddieming  him,  ea- 
peoaDf  ai  dJa  laallir  had  been  discoesed  in  the 
,  «f  wfaiefa,  be  preMimed.  the 
I  not  be  "g""*"'  The  lientenaat 
"  " "     ~  St  and  r^ret, 


General  Howe 

reqaeaud  to  know,  a«  there 

lo  a  GOTTe^toadeBce 

wbedter  CokNiel  PU- 

eoaUbe  ad- 


tenoB^the  BriiUi  i 
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nftme  of  llie  general,  and  pledged  liis  faonor  for 
(he  safety  of  the  adjutiint-general  during  the  in- 
terview, wbicli  was  fixed  for  the  fulloniDg  morn- 
ing. 

At  the  apjjoiiitcd  time,  Colonel  Reed,  and  Col- 
onel Webb,  one  of  Washington's  aides,  mot  the 
flag  in  the  harbor,  took  Colonel  Puttersnti  into 
their  barge,  and  esnirted  him  to  town,  passing  in 
front  of  the  grand  battery.  The  customary  pre- 
caution of  blindfolding  was  dispensed  ivilh;  and 
there  was  a  lively  and  sociable  converaation  tlia 
whole  way.  Washington  received  the  udjutant- 
gcneral  at  head-quarters  with  much  form  and  cer- 
emony, in  full  military  array,  with  liie  officers  and 
guards  about  him. 

Colonel  Patterson,  adilresaing  him  by  the  title 
of  your  excellent^/,  endeavored  to  explain  the  ad- 
dress of  the  letter  as  consistent  with  propriety,  and 
founded  on  a  similar  address  in  the  previous  sum- 
mer, to  General  Howe.  That  General  Howe  did 
not  mean  to  derogate  from  the  rank  or  respeet  of 
General  Washington,  but  conceived  sucli  an  ad- 
dress consistent  with  what  had  been  used  by  am- 
bassadors or  plenipotentiaries  where  difficulties 
of  rank  had  arisen.  He  then  produced,  hut  did 
not  ofler,  a  letter  addressed  to  George  Washing- 
ton, Esc|uire,  etc.  etc.,  hoping  ihut  the  et  ceteros, 
which  implied  everything,  would  remove  all  im- 

Washington  replied,  that  it  was  true,  the  et 
ceteras  implied  everything,  but  they  also  implied 
anything.  His  letter  alluded  to,  of  the  previous 
summer,  was  in  reply  to  one  addressed  in  like 
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aianner.  A  letter,  he  ailded,  addressed  to  it  per- 
son acting  in  a  pulilic  oliiiracler,  should  have  sone 
inBcriptions  to  des'gDate  it  from  a  mere  private 
letter ;  au<l  lie  shimld  iLbaolutely  decline  any  let- 
ter  addressed  to  himself  as  a  private  [lersou,  when 
it  related  to  hin  public  etiitioii. 

Colonel  Pattersou,  tinding  the  letter  wuuld  not 
be  received,  endeavored,  as  far  as  lie  could  recol- 
lect, to  commuuicute  the  scope  of  it  in  the  course 
of  a  someivhat  desultory  conversation.  What  he 
chiefly  dwelt  upon  was,  that  Lord  Howe  and  hia 
brother  had  been  specially  nominated  commission- 
ers for  the  promotion  of  peace,  which  was  tis- 
teemed  a  mark  ot  favor  and  regard  to  America ; 
that  they  luid  great  powers,  and  would  derive  the 
highest  pleasure  from  efiecling  an  accommoda- 
liou  i  and  he  concluded  by  adding,  that  he  wished 
his  visit  to  be  considered  as  nuLkiiig  the  Arat  ad- 
vance toward  tliat  desirable  object. 

Washington  replied  that,  by  what  had  appeared 
(alluding,  no  doubt,  to  Lord  Howe's  circular), 
their  powers,  it  would  seem,  were  ouly  to  grant 
pardons.  Now  those  who  hiut  committed  no  fiiult 
needed  no  pardon ;  and  such  was  the  case  with 
the  Americans,  who  were  only  ttofending  what 
they  considered  their  indisputable  rights. 

Colonel  Putteraon  avoidet>  a  discussion  of  this 
matter,  which,  he  observed,  would  open  a  very 
wide  field ;  so  here  tlie  confcreuee,  which  had 
been  conducted  on  both  sides  with  grent  courtesy, 
terminated.  The  colonel  took  his  leave,  excus- 
ing himself  from  partaking  of  a  collation,  having 
mude  a  late  breuk&st,  and  was  again  conducted 
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to  his  boat  He  expressed  himself  highly  sensi- 
ble of  the  courtesy  of  his  treatment,  in  haviog 
the  usual  ceremony  of  blindfolding  dispeused 
with. 

Washington  received  the  applause  of  Congress 
and  of  tlie  public  for  BUstaiuing  ihe  dignity  of 
Ilia  station.  Hia  conduct  ia  this  purtiuular  was 
recommended  as  a  model  to  all  Americsji  oSi- 
cers  in  corresponding  with  the  enemy ;  and  Lord 
Howe  informed  his  government  that,  thencefor- 
ward, it  would  be  politic  to  change  the  super- 
scriplion  of  his  letters. 

In  the  mean  time  the  irruption  of  the  Phanix 
and  the  Som  into  the  waters  of  the  Hudson  had 
roused  a  belligerent  spirit  along  its  borders.  The 
lower  part  of  that  nuhle  river  is  commanded  on 
the  eastern  side  by  the  bold  woody  heights  of 
Manhattan  Island  and  Westchester  Coun^,  and 
on  the  western  side  by  the  rocky  cliffs  of  the 
Palisades.  Beyond  those  cliffs,  the  river  ex- 
pands into  a  succession  of  what  may  almost  be 
termed  lakes ;  first  the  Tappan  Sea,  then  Haver- 
straw  Bay,  then  the  Bay  of  Peekskill ;  separated 
from  each  other  by  long  stretching  points,  or  high 
lieetiiug  promontories,  but  affording  ample  sea 
room  and  safe  anchorage.  Then  come  the  re- 
doubtable Highlands,  that  strait,  fifteen  miles  in 
length,  where  tlie  river  bends  its  course,  narrow 
and  deep,  between  rocky,  foreet-ctad  mountains. 

"  He  who  has  command  of  that  grand  defile," 
said  an  old  navigator,  "  may  at  any  time  throttle 
the  Hudson." 

The  New  Yoik  Convention,  aware  of  the  im- 
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pending  danger,  cli«paUJiiMl  militnry  oiivn^i  i<) 
■tir  up  the  yeoniaiirjr  iJuiig  ttw  rivvr,  lui'l  iinUtr 
oat  militia.  Puwdtr  and  ball  wuru  viii  Ui 
Tarrytown,  Iwfure  mrliitli  lliu  ll.«til«  iliiio  «*k(.> 
ancfacred.  and  jocmiau  trv^p*  wur*:  vUIIwiimI  (iiiviu 
and  akaig  tite  ntdgkboriug  aboris  uf  tlw  'japlMiM 
Sea.  In  a  liuie  wliilr  iLk  uiiUiia  uf  J>uiiJicu 
Cbmi^  Mod  CurtktKll'*  Mjuiur   wvrv   WbuuluK, 

I  guard  at  Uhi  miIihuim^  >/( 

3En  one  Jaiwi  ft  muR  svbI  in  tliic  uiui:  vf 
alffOk  tino  Culuual  riurrt:  Vm.  <JvrtiMKU,  i^ 
■■  did  Mjioiual  liuulli,  wiiii^  ImU  iu  iiuMMirittl 
MBBi^iB  K  lir  niuinii  wf  Um  C<v(«Mt.  Willi 
U«9«pBaaB  l»c  kic^  •  dtiyiNi  miidi  aiuttf  dw 
MMBOi  «!■»  tf  Or.  TafjMti  bwi  Mid  U«hii«Um» 

ahr^  «Ue  «iMi -v^awxr « 
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stretched  above  their  deoks ;  while  their  boats 
were  out  liking  soundings  ()Qit«  up  t«  the  High- 
lands, evideolly  preparing  for  further  operationa. 
At  night.  Ion,  their  barges  were  heard  rowing  up 
and  down  the  river  on  mysterious  erraiids  ;  per- 
riaugers,  aiso,  paid  them  ftirtive  i '  ' 
ally ;  it  was  Burmised,  with  ( 
supplies  from  tories  on  shore. 

While  the  ships  were  Hnchore<I  in  tlaverstraw 
Bay,  one  of  the  tenders  stood  into  ihe  Bay  of 
Feekskill,  and  beat  up  wilhin  long  shot  of  Fort 
Montgomery,  where  General  George  Clinton  was 
ensconced  with  six  hundred  of  the  militia  of  Orange 
and  Ulster  counties.  As  the  lender  approached, 
a  thirty-two  pounder  was  brought  to  range  upon 
her.  The  ball  passed  through  her  quarter ;  where- 
upon she  put  about,  and  ran  round  Ihe  point  of 
the  Duuderberg,  where  the  boat  landed,  plundered 
a  solitary  house  at  the  foot  of  the  monntain,  and 
left  it  in  flames.  The  marauders,  on  their  way 
hack  lo  the  ships,  were  severely  galled  by  rustic 
marksmen,  from  a  neighborxug  promontory. 

The  ship!),  now  acquainted  with  the  channel, 
moved  [ip  within  six  miles  of  Fort  Montgomery. 
General  Clinton  apprehended  they  might  mean 
to  take  advantage  of  a  dark  night,  and  slip  by  him 
ill  the  deep  shadows  of  the  mountains.  The  shores 
were  high  and  bold,  the  river  was  deep,  the  nav- 
igation of  course  sufe  and  easy.  Once  above  the 
Highlands,  they  might  ravage  the  country  beyond, 
and  destroy  certain  vessels  of  war  which  were  be- 
ing construcled  at  Foughkeepsio. 

To  prevent  this,  be  Btationed  a  guard  at  night 
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on  llie  furilii^t  point  in  view,  aboat  two  miles  and 
a  half  below  tlie  fori,  prepared  to  kindle  a  blazing 
fire  Hbould  [be  ebips  appear  in  eight.  Large  piles 
of  drj  brushwood  mixed  witb  combustibles,  were 
prepared  at  various  places  up  and  down  the  sbore 
opposite  to  the  fort,  and  men  stationed  to  set  fire 
to  them  as  soon  as  a  siguol  should  be  given  from 
the  lower  point.  The  fort,  therefore,  while  it  re- 
mained in  darkness,  woald  have  a  fair  chance 
with  its  batteries  as  the  ships  passed  between  it 
and  these  conflagrntious. 

A  private  commitiee  sent  up  by  the  New  York 
Convention,  had  a  confejence  with  the  general, 
to  devise  further  means  of  obsEructiug  [he  passage 
of  ships  up  the  river.  Fire  rafts  were  to  be 
brought  from  Poughkeepsie  and  kept  at  hand 
read^  for  acliou.  Tlieae  were  to  be  lashed  Iwo 
together,  with  chains,  between  old  sloops  filled 
with  combustibles,  and  sent  down  with  a  strong 
wind  and  tide,  to  drive  upon  the  ships.  An  iron 
chain,  also,  was  lo  be  stretched  obliquely  across 
t|je  river  from  Fort  Monlgomerj  to  the  toot  of 
Anthony's  Nose,  thus,  as  it  were,  chaining  up  the 
gale  of  the  Highlands. 

For  a  protection  below  the  Highlands,  it  was 
proposed  to  siation  whale-boats  about  the  coves 
and  promontories  of  Tnppan  Sea  and  Haverstraw 
Bay ;  to  recounoiter  ibe  enemy,  cruise  about  at 
oigbt.  carry  intelligence  from  post  to  post,  seize 
any  river  craft  that  might  bring  the  ships  supplies, 
and  cut  off  their  boats  when  attempting  to  land. 
Galleys  also,  were  prepared,  with  nine-pounders 
mounted  at  the  bows. 
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Colonel  Haj  of  HBTeretraw,  in  a  letter  lo 
Washington,  rejoices  thai  the  national  Congress 
are  preparing  to  protect  ihia  great  bighwaj  of  the 
country,  and  anticipates  tliat  the  banks  of  the  Hud- 
son were  aboni  to  become  the  chief  theatre  of  tite 


KOTE. 

Tta;  V*s  Con-njt^iUT  F*icii.t.  — Twn  mumWra  uf  Iliii 
old  ind  hoDonbie  ftmWy  vcre  coDEpicunos  pitrioU  tlmugh- 
ea(  Ibt  RfvoluttOD.  Pierre  Vm  Conluidl,  the  falber,  it  this 
tima  abnotM  jean  of  igi,  ■  tuncb  fnend  sad  illy  of  <i«arge 
Clinton,  *u  meiDlHr  oT  Ibe  tint  Provincial  Congnns,  and 
pteridcnt  of  Ibe  Committee  of  Public  Sufety.  Qor«nior  Tij™ 
b*d  viiiled  him  in  his  old  manor-hauM  4l  the  mouth  of  Ibc 
Crolim,  in  1771,  and  mide  bim  aSen  of  rojst  Civors,  honor*. 
BnnU  nf  bind,  etc.,  if  be  would  ataadoo  the  papular  cause. 
Hi»  oSfn  were  nobty  rejccled.  Tb(  Cortbuidir>Di[ly  wainvd 
\a  oonKquence,  being  at  one  time  obliged  to  abandon  their 
manorial  rendencc  :  but  (be  bead  remained  tme  lo  ibe  caoM, 
and  aubseqaenU;  filled  the  office  of  lieDtenant^oremor  with 
gnat  diitnity. 

Etta  aun  Pierre,  meutioaed  in  (be  above  chapter,  and  then 
nbnut  2TyMrB  of  age,  hod  lifcewise  realBled  the  orerturetof 
Tri-011,  denlrnying  a  major's  eommiuiun  in  (be  Cortlandt 
tnllilia,  which  hr.  fwnt  him.  Cont^rcM,  In  1T76.  made  him 
lieutenant-colonel  la  the  cimtinental  service,  in  which  ca- 
pacity we  now  Bnd  bim,  acquitting  bimaelf  wi(b  leal  and 
ability. 
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||IITLE  tlie  seciirily  of  the  IluJeon  from 
inviLding  BLips  was  clniniiii^  tlie  attea- 
I  tioii  of  Wash  in  gl  on,  be  was  uquBlly  anx- 
ious to  prevent  an  irruption  of  llio  enemy  froni 
Canada,  lie  was  grittved,  therefore,  to  find  there 
was  a  clashing  of  authorities  between  the  gener- 
als who  had  charge  of  [he  Northern  frontier. 
Gales,  on  his  way  to  take  command  of  ihe  army 
in  Canada,  had  lieard  with  surprise  in  Albany,  of 
ilB  retreat  across  the  New  York  frontier.  He 
elill  eoosidei'ed  it  nnder  liis  orders,  and  was  pro- 
ceeding lo  act  accordingly  ;  when  General  Schuy- 
ler observed,  tluti  the  resolution  of  Congress,  and 
the  inslnicliotis  of  Washington,  applied  lo  the 
army  only  while  in  Canada;  the  moment  it  re- 
treated within  the  limits  of  New  York,  it  came 
within  hia  (Schuyler's)  command.  A  letter  from 
Schuyler  to  Washington,  written  at  the  lime  says  : 
"  If  Congress  iiitendud  that  General  Gales  should 
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command  the  Northern  army,  wherever  it  may 
be,  lis  he  Bseures  me  ihej'  did,  it  □ug'ht  to  hava 
been  signified  to  me.  atid  I  should  then  have  im~ 
mediately  resigned  the  comoiaiid  to  him  ;  but  un- 
til euch  iDlentioti  is  properly  conveyed  to  me,  I 
never  can.  I  must,  therefore,  entreat  your  Ex- 
cellency to  lay  this  letter  bebre  Congress,  that 
they  may  dearly  and  explicitly  signify  ibwr  in- 
tentions, lo  avert  the  dangers  and  evib  that  may 
aiise  from  a  dltpuied  command." 

That  there  might  be  no  delay  in  the  service  at 
this  critical  juncture,  the  two  generals  agreed  to 
refer  tlit;  question  of  command  to  Congress,  and 
in  the  mean  time  lo  act  in  concert.  They  ac- 
cordingly departed  together  for  Lake  Champlain, 
to  prepure  against  an  anticipated  invasion  by  Sir 
Guy  Curlelou.  They  arrived  at  Crowu  Point  on 
the  6th  of  July,  and  found  there  the  wrecks  of 
the  army  recently  driven  out  of  Canada.  They 
had  been  harassed  in  their  retreat  by  land ;  their 
transportation  on  the  lake  had  been  in  leaky  boats, 
without  awnings,  where  the  sick,  suffering  irom 
small-pox,  lay  on  straw,  exposed  lo  a  burning  July 
sun ;  no  food  but  salt  port,  oRen  rancid,  hard 
biscuit  or  unbaked  flour,  and  scarcely  any  medi- 
cine. Not  more'  than  six  thouaand  meu  had 
reached  Crown  Point,  and  half  of  those  were  oti 
the  sick  list ;  the  shattered  remains  of  twelve  or 
fifteen  very  fine  battulionB.  Some  few  were  ahel- 
lered  iu  tents,  some  under  slieds,  imd  others  m 
lulls  hastily  formed  of  bushes ;  sciirce  one  of 
which  but  contained  a  dead  or  dying  man.  Two 
tbousatid  eight  hundred  were  to  be  sent  to  a  lios- 
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pttal  n'twniljr  eetabluLed  at  tlut  ttuufli  uiJ  of 
Lkke  George,  a  (liaUutcu  of  lil'ly  uiiluc  \  wlieii 
lliL-T  vere  gone,  whli  lbuti«  wlio  were  (o  row 
ilMsm  ill  UiKid.  then;  would  rtuuiid  but  llit:  atiadow 

In  a  uiuuoU  of  wmr,  it  nae  dctcnuitind  tlul, 
uuiler  preeeol  eiruiUHliUKwe.  tUe  pont  of  Crown 
Puiiil  WHf  iiut  t«ui(lih!  1  uuilli*^  wnit  ii  uipHttk 
iif  Iwiu^  luiule  HI  tli'u  euiitiiii^r,  witliuul  b  fortw 
gnmtiv  i'Uperiur  tu  anj  ibcr  miglil  ituuHiiuiljlj' 
exprci :  Kud  tlial.  tliercl'ure,  it  was  <'X)*(iiisut  to 
cm   laick.  «ud   take  u  Btrou^'  poeiliuu   ml  Tiouude- 

Gvnenl  buliivan  liad  Imoc  d«epl;  Lurt  that 
CalBtt,  hte  furmcr  iolerMir  iu  imuk.  KluuUd  lisve 
baoD  appuiiiltid  uvi^  liim  hi  Uw  <ioiuiuiuiii  of  tii« 
■my  ill  CwwkIh  ;  onisiduritiE  it  u  iHut  iuliuMtMD 
ibflt  Coiigre#«  did  iiiil  eaieciii  liiin  ooiufielvut  to 
iIk  Inwt  wltidj  Lull  ilevuhed  u[aiii  iiiui.  U« 
-tMMV.  Utere&irc.  reijueaUHi  Icmc  ut  aLuwMK.  in 
onhr  U>  wkil  uii  liie  •?uuiuuuMi«i'-iu'<iuef-  Jt  w«e 
gnntasd  witli  nlgctuiiK.  IMim  iktp«rtjiif.  be 
emBmnmwWHl  Xa  ILc  Brmy,  iLrouxl'  OeuerMJ 
Scbnyler,  lii«  liigli  tuid  ^naUri'ul  kum.-  «l  lii«ii'  «X' 
eftiuDs  ill  eMurinK  u  nMrcuI  liuiii  UuiumIu,  and  lLl^ 
liiw  rfuliBiis  witli  wL»di  tii«  twiunuuiiJ^  iiwi  beeii 

On  i1h'  »tli  *>{  Jui}-.  Sdiujrivr  Mwl  G«leis  K>- 
tanned  i"  Tieuuden^a.  iKuuautiiiiuod  b;  Amald- 
luaUuii  iittmiigeiuent*  wue  buuIl-  I(>  huuui^  ibe 
iriBi^,  tuid  ituiil  lliv  sriilkiry  ujiii  ■luics  ua  Iiut  iU) 
llnr  aliuuld   arriti.      Ui«a[  (iiLerlMU^.  »lau.  mtat-^ 


Jfi  uga  %M^  hfld  pitftrfH  npoa  ft  plftee  tor  &faftific^ 
lioii  on  Uweaalen  ndeoTdH  Uw,d>r«cd]r«fpMiie 
ike  MM  pntDl  at  TkoaJkn^  whtn  Fort  lade^ 
pesdeaoe  WW  nAnqMntlf  boilL  He  «lw  ad- 
TiMd  Ib«  erediMi  of  «  work  on*  loAj  enineneB, 
(be  lamntM^on  of  a  moontain  rid^  whidi  Mp- 
umlM  L«ke  G«cR;ge  finn  Lake  CluunpUin.  EGs 
•dvioB  was  Dolbrtaitately  diaragaided.  The  cm- 
tnence,  oahMqaenllj  called  Mount  Defiance,  looked 
down  npon  and  commanded  the  narrow  parts  of 
both  lakes.     We  thall  bear  more  of  it  bereafiier. 

Preparationa  were  made,  also,  ro  aogment  the 
oaTal  force  od  the  lakea.  Ship  carpenters  from 
the  EaMeru  States  were  emplojeil  at  Skenes- 
bonnlgh,  to  build  the  hnlls  of  galleje  and  boats, 
which,  when  launched,  were  to  be  sent  down  to  . 
Tioooder'igii  for  equipment  and  nrmameiit,  ooder 
the  auperinleodeoce  of  General  Arnold. 

ScfiDjiter  toon  returned  to  AlbHiij,  to  siipeiin- 
tend  the  geneml  concerns  of  (be  Noribem  depart- 
OienL  He  was  indefalignble  in  procuring  and 
fnrwardiiig  the  necessary  malerials  and  artilkry 
for  the  forlification  of  Ticonderoga. 

The  qnesiion  of  command  between  him  and 
Gates  waa  apparently  at  rest  A  letter  from  the 
Preaideiit  of  Congress,  dated  July  8ifa,  inlbnned 
(iuueral  Gnte.1,  that  according  to  the  resolution 
of  that  body  under  which  he  hnd  been  appointed, 
hit  voinmaiid  was  totally  independent  of  General 
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Schuyler  v:hile  the  nrmij  was  in  Canada,  but  no 
longer.  Congre^is  liad  uo  design  to  divest  Gen- 
eral Schuyler  of  the  commnnd  while  ilie  troops 
were  on  tins  aide  of  Canada." 

To  Schuyler,  under  the  anme  dure,  the  preai- 
dent  writes :  "  The  Congress  highly  approve  ol' 
your  pHtnolipin  RDd  magnHnimtly  iu  not  suffering 
uny  difference  of  opinion  to  hurt  the  public  ser- 

"  A  mutual  coofidence  and  good  untlerstnndiiig 
(tre  at  this  lime  essentially  necessary,  so  tbnt  I 
Bnt  persuaded  they  will  lake  place  ou  nil  occasions 
between  yourself  and  General  Gates." 

Gntes  professed  himself  entirely  SHiisfied  with 
the  explanation  he  had  received,  and  perfectly 
disposed  lo  obey  the  oommands  of  Schuyler.  "  I 
am  confident,"  added  he,  "  we  shall,  as  ihe  Con- 
gress wish,  go  hand  in  hand  to  promole  the  pub- 
lie  welfare." 

Schuyler,  too,  assured  both  Congress  and  Wash- 
ington, ''that  the  difference  in  opinion  between 
Gates  and  himself  had  not  caused  ihe  least  ill- 
will,  nor  interrupted  thai  harmony  necessary  lo 
subsist  between  their  officers." 

Samuel  Adams,  however,  who  was  at  that  time 
in  Congress,  hod  strong  doubts  in  the  matter. 

"  Schnylor  and  Gates  are  to  command  the 
troops,"  writes  he,  "  the  former  while  ihey  are 
without,  the  latter  while  they  are  within  the 
bounds  of  Canada.  Admitting  these  generals  to 
have  the  aceompL'shmenta  of  n  Marlborough,  or  a 
Eugene,  I  ciinoot  conceive  that  such  a  disposition 
of  ihem  will  be  attended  with  any  good  effects, 
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mileM  Wmonjr  sabosts  between  ibem.  AIm^  I 
fear  diia  is  tiot  ttie  cose.  Already  difpalea  tutve 
arisen,  which  ihe;  have  referred  to  Coagren; 
uiid,  allltougb  they  aSvct  to  treat  each  other  with 
a  politeoe^  becoming  tbeir  rauk,  in  my  mind,  al- 
lereatiuiis  Ijetwcen  mmuianilers  who  hare  pretea- 
sious  Dearly  equHl  (I  mean  in  point  of  command), 
forebode  a  repetition  of  [Diafortune.  I  sincerely 
wi&h  my  apprehensions  may  prove  groundless."  ^ 

We  have  a  letter  before  us,  also,  written  to 
Gates,  by  bis  friend  Joseph  Trumbull,  commis- 
aary-general,  on  wbo»e  appointment  of  a  deputy, 
ibe  question  of  command  hod  arisen.  Trnmbnli'a 
letter  waa  well  calculated  to  infiame  the  jealousy 
of  Ga(t».  "  I  fioU  you  arc  in  a  cursed  situatioa," 
writeebe;  "your  authority  at  an  end  ;  and  oom- 
miindbd  by  a  person  who  will  be  willing  lo  have 
you  knocked  iu  the  head,  as  Gcnernl  Moulgoni- 
ery  was,  if  he  can  have  tbe  money  cbest  in  bis 
power." 

Governor  TrumbnTI,  too,  the  fattier  of  the  com- 
miarary' general,  observes  subsequently :  ■*  It  is 
justly  to  be  expected  ibat  General  Gates  'la  dis- 
contented with  his  situution,  finding  himself  limited 
and  remuved  from  the  command,  to  be  a  wietclied 
epeclator  of  the  ruin  of  the  army,  without  power 
of  attempting  to  save  them."  '  We  shall  have 
Itu<[ueut  occaaioD  liereaAer  to  notice  the  discord 
in  the  service  caused  by  this  rankling  discontent. 

As  lo  GtiwriU  Sullivan,  who  repaired  lo  Phila- 
delpbitt  and  Hindered  Ills  resignation,  tbe  question 
hiva,  Atb  Seriin,  i.  M7. 
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In  a  letter  to  Si^^rlcr  (M7  17tfa>.  In  my%'l 
.  musl  eotreat  joar  tUntkm  M  do  Bwa^  Ae  ^b- 
happj  Bod  peniida^  J»«JutliuMB  lad  jnlooOM 
between  tlie  mofm of  f&nnft  g)ini<iw<»iii  E»- 
joia  this  opoD  the  offieos,  and  let  then  iw.riL»lg 
md  preaa  borne  to  tbe  aoMieij,  (he  oMtMiy  of 
order  aDdbaraMoy  amoagllMMe  wk»afe«HlHjkBd 
m  one  oominMi  ame,  and  — "*--"y  eaunding 
for  all  thai  fr«eiDeD  Ixrid  dnr.' 

Nowhere  were  these  seetwaal  jestooEtes  Bore 
prevalent  thfu  in  the  moilej  araj  iMwmMed  frtiB 


disiant  quarters  under  Wachingtoa's  own  oc 
Reed,  the  adJDlant-genenl,  Bptmktag  oo  ifais  mb- 
ject,  observes :  -^  The  Soolhem  troops  compriring 
the  r^ments  south  of  the  DelBWare,  looked  wilb 
vciy  unkind  feelinga  ou  ihooe  of  Sew  EuglaixJ ; 
especJally  those  from  Connecticat,  whose  peruliar- 
ities  of  deportment  made  them  tbe  objects  of  ill- 
disguised  derision  among  their  fellow-sold iert-"  ' 
AmoDg  tbe  troops  thus  designated  as  Sootbeni, 
were  some  from  Mrginia  under  a  Slajor  Leildi ; 
others  trom  Marjland,  under  Colonel  Smallwood ; 
othet«  from  Delaware,  led  by  Colonel  UasleL 
There  were  four  continental  baiialioa«  from  Penn- 

>  Li/t  0/  RrH.  vol    L  p,  23!'. 
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sjlvauia,  coinmanded  \>y  Colonels  Sbee,  Si.  Clair, 
Wayne,  and  Magaw ;  nnd  proviucial  bflttalionfi, 
two  of  which  were  Beverally  commanded  by  Col- 
onels Miles  and  Atlee.  Tim  coDtinerital  ballAliou 
under  Colonel  Shee,  was  chiefly  from  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  especially  the  officers  ;  among  whom 
were  Lumbert  Cadwalader  and  William  Allen, 
members  of  two  of  the  principal  and  most  aristo- 
cratic families,  and  Alexander  Graydon,  to  whose 
memoirs  we  are  indebted  fur  some  graphic  pictures, 
of  the  times. 

These  Pennsylvania  troops  were  under  the  com- 
mand of  Brtgadicr-geaenil  Mifflin,  who,  in  the 
preceding  year,  had  acted  as  Washington's  aide- 
de-camp,  sjid  afterwards  as  quartermaster-geiieral. 
His  lowusman  and  intimate,  Graydou.  churacteriKes 
him  as  a  man  of  education  and  cultivated  manners, 
with  a  great  talent  at  haranguing ;  highly  animated 
in  his  appearance,  full  of  activity  and  apparently 
of  fire ;  but  rather  too  much  of  a  bustler,  harass- 
ing his  men  unnecessarily.  "  lie  assumed,"  adds 
Graydon,  "  a  little  of  the  veteran,  from  having 
been  before  Boston,"  His  troops  were  chiefly 
encamped  near  King's  Bridge,  and  employed  in 
constructing  works  at  Fort  Washington. 

Smallnood's  Maryland  battalion  was  one  of 
the  brightest  in  point  of  equipmenL  The  scarlet 
and  buff  uniforms  of  those  Soutberuers  contrasted 
vividly  with  the  rustic  attire  of  the  yeonutn  bat- 
talions &\im  the  East.  Tbeir  officers,  too,  looked 
down  upon  their  Connecticut  compeers,  who  could 
only  be  distingoiuhed  from  their  men  by  wearing 
a  cockade.     "  There  were  none,"  says  Graydon, 


MMse^ows. 


was  Dothitig  of  ifae  pnitMBd  afuitrnmatf  &e 
PemiSf  IvaniMi  soldien. 

In  the  Bame  "*"'■■«»'  tpait,  be  ^mbIei  cf  Ike 
OooDectknt  ligfat-bone:  "(Hd-farinoMdaOHti^ 
iiregnlan ;  wbetber  thar  d'Jtlnit^  eqt^aaeM^  or 
capaiisoM  were  r^^^orded,  u  wonlil  limve  been  £t 
ficult  10  bftre  di»ODvered  acj  drmmsuiiae  of  iwi- 
funnity.  Insieml  of  arbiaei  mid  E«breih  ibejr 
generally  carried  Cawliag-pieoea,  aonte  of  iheiB 
very  bug,  such  us  in  Ptauayitaniu  mrc  used  tot 
aliooUng  dacka.  Here  and  there  uoe  Mfipeaioi  in 
a  diogf  regiiDenUl  o(  scariet,  wiili  a  inao^Iar, 
tarnished.  Ia<«d  baL  Thes«  fiiu^alar  dr^ooaa 
were  volunteer^  who  came  to  make  a  tender  of 
their  Krvicus  to  the  oommaiider-in-chieL  But 
they  stayed  not  long  in  New  York.  As  mdi  a 
body  of  cax'alry  bad  not  been  couoied  apoo,  there 
was  in  all  probability  a  want  of  forage  for  their 
jadet,  whicli.  iu  the  spirit  of  ancioDl  knighthood, 
ibey  absolutely  refused  to  descend  from ;  and  aa 
the  general  had  iio  use  for  cBvatiers  iu  his  insular 
uperaltona,  they    were  fortbvrith  dismbscd,  with 


Tbe  troops  lira*  aalirued,  woe  «  bodj  of  be- 
tweeti  bar  oad  ft*e  haailRid  ConDeetieal  Q^ 
kione,  titxler  Cukxiel  TlioinaB  SejmMir.  On  rnn  ap- 
ped  for  sid  lo  tbe  govenor  of  tbeir  State,  tbejr  fud 
volaatarilj  hastened  oq  in  advance  of  tfie  mtlilia, 
to  render  tbe  moat  tpeed^  succor.  Supposing, 
from  Ibe  >addeniieu  and  BT^acy  of  the  csll  spda 
tbeir  Krrices,  that  itiej  were  iininedUiel^  to  be 
called  ioUt  action  and  prompilf  to  return  hom^ 
thej  bad  (»me  tiff  in  such  liable.  lIiHt  mnnj'  were 
ttapTOvided  even  wiih  a  blanket  or  a  change  of 
dolbiDg. 

Waaliinglon  speaks  of  tliem  as  being  for  tbe 
moat  part,  if  ii'il  nil,  men  of  reputation  and  prop- 
eny.  Tliey  wens,  in  fact,  mostly  farmets.  Am 
In  their  sorry  jotb*,  tlicy  were  rough  conntry 
burses,  eucli  as  fanners  keep,  not  for  «how.  but 
Berrice.  As  to  their  dingj  regimental*,  we  quote 
■  word  in  ibeir  fHVor  from  a  writer  of  that  day. 
■*  Some  of  Iliese  worthy  soldiers  Bsaisted  in  tbeir 
present  uniforms  al  the  reduction  of  LcMiiabot^, 
■nd  their  '  hink  cheeka  ami  war-worn  tohIs,'  are 
viewed  with  more  veneration  by  their  iioiirst 
coontrymen,  thau  if  ibey  were  glittering  nabobs 
from  Imlin,  nr  biiihiiws  with  nine  tails."  ^ 

Oh  arriving,  their  horses,  from  si^rcity  of  forage, 
had  Id  Ihi  piiHiured  about  King's  Bridge,  In  fact, 
Wasbington  iniiii'med  them  that,  under  present 
circumstances,  they  could  not  be  of  use  a«  horse- 
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men ;  od  which  ihey  concIuOeti  to  siaj,  and  do 
dut^  OD  foot  till  the  arrival  of  the  new  levies.' 
Id  b  letter  to  Governor  Trumbull  (July  11), 
Washington  observea:  "The  officers  and  men  of 
that  corps  have  miuiifeaied  so  firm  an  allanhment 
to  the  cause  we  are  engaged  in,  that  they  have 
consented  to  remain  here,  till  such  a  hody  of  troops 
are  marched  from  your  colony  aa  will  be  a  suf- 
liciebt  reinforce  men  I,  so  as  to  admit  of  their  leav- 
ing this  city  with  safety.  ....  They  have 
the  additional  merit  of  determining  lo  stay,  even 
if  they  are  obliged  to  raaiutnin  their  horses  at 
(heir  own  expense."* 

In  a  very  few  days,  however,  the  troopers  on 
being  requested  to  mount  guard  tike  other  sol- 
diers, grew  restless  and  uneasy.  Colonel  .Sey- 
mour ami  Ills  brother  lield-officers,  therefore,  ad- 
dressed a  note  to  Washington,  stating  that,  by 
the  positive  Isws  of  Connecticut,  the  liglit  horse 
were  expressly  exempted  from  staying  in  gar- 
rison, or  doing  duty  on  foot,  apart  from  their 
horses  i  and  that  they  found  it  impossible  to 
detain  their  men  any  longer  under  that  idea, 
they  having  come  "  without  the  least  expectation 
or  preparation  for  such  services."  They  respect- 
fully, therefore,  asked  a  dismission  in  form. 
Washington's  brief  reply  shows  that  he  was 
nettled  by  their  conduct. 


"Gentlemen, —  In  a 
<Iut«,  I  can  only  repeat  t 


swer  to  yours  of  this 
yon  what  I  said  last 
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night,  and  that  is,  that  if  your  men  think  iheoi' 
««lTes  exempt  from  the  conunoa  inix  of  a  soldier 
—  will  not  mount  guard,  do  garrison  duty,  or 
service  s ejiarale  from  iheir  horaea  —  thej  can  no 
longer  be  of  aiiy  use  hei'Ci,  where  hordes  cannot 
be  broDght  to  aicUon,  and  I  do  not  care  bow  soon 
they  are  dbnuseed." 

Id  &ct.  the  asnstuice  of  these  troops  waa 
mnch  needed ;  yet  he  apprehended  the  exemption 
from  fittigue  and  garrison  duty  which  tbey  de- 
manded aa  H  right,  woald,  if  granted,  set  b  dan- 
gerous example  to  others,  and  he  productiTe  of 
many  evil  oonseqaences. 

In  the  huny  of  various  ooncemi,  be  direcied 
bid  aide-de-camp.  Colonel  Webb,  to  write  in  bit 
name  to  Governor  Trumbnll  on  the  (abject. 

Colonel  Seymour,  oa  his  return  home,  ad- 
dnsaed  •  long  letter  to  the  governor  explafwhtt? 
of  bia  ooudoct.  "  I  cao*t  help  remaridng  lo  joor 
Hoaor,"  aAb  he,  "  Ihu  it  may  with  iraih  be  taid, 
General  Washington  is  a  gratlenm  of  i  iiiibmi 
ore  and  ootioii :  that  hk  reqaiotioas  tot  mim 
are  Atlly  eqiwl  K>  the  nMMwnw  of  Ae  om. 
....  1  skottU  lukv«  (topped  Vtn,  btf  aa 
lliH  nKMcal  bifcrmed  that  Mr.  Webh,  General 
WwfchmMi'i  ude-Jeoiap,  faM  vrittcB  U>  jn^ 
~  lomediiBg  drrhniinraUe  lo  the  t^  howe. 
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Xa  ao  much  difficulty  in  obtaining  men  of 

sense  to  eugoge  in  the  defense  of  their  countiy."  ^ 

As  to  tlie  Connecticut  tnfeDtry  which  bad 
been  furnished  by  Governor  Trurabull  in  the 
present  emergency,  they  likewise  were  substan- 
tial larmera,  whose  business,  he  observed,  would 
require  their  return,  when  the  necessity  of  their 
farther  stay  in  the  army  should  be  over.  They 
were  nil  men  of  simple  rural  manuere,  from  an 
agricultural  State,  where  great  equality  of  condi- 
tion prevailed ;  the  officers  were  elected  by  the 
men  out  of  their  own  ranks,  tliey  were  their  own 
neighbors,  and  every  way  their  equals.  All  this, 
as  yel,  was  but  little  understood  or  appreciated 
by  the  troops  from  the  South,  among  whom  mil- 
itary rank  was  more  defined  and  tenaciously  ob- 
served, and  where  the  officers  were  men  of  the 
dties,  and  of  arbtocratic  h&bits. 

We  have  drawn  out  from  contemporary  sources 
these  few  particulars  conceming  the  sectional  jeal- 
ousies thus  early  springing  up  among  the  troops 
from  the  different  States,  to  show  the  difficulties 
with  which  Wiiafaiugton  had  to  contend  at  the 
outset,  and  wiiich  formed  a  growing  object  of 
solicitude  throughout  the  rest  of  his  career. 

John  Atl<tras,  speaking  of  tlie  violent  passions, 
and  discordant  iuleresls  at  work  throughout  the 
country,  from  Florida  to  Canada,  observes ;  '■  It 
requires  more  serenity  of  temper,  a  deeper  un- 
derstanding, and  more  courage  ihaii  fell  to  the 
lot  of  Marlborough,  to  ride  id  tliis  whirlwind."  ^ 


^B^iaTEKS  Trom  General  L^gnve  Waah- 
^WW,  <|'^'<'J|'  i'llclligence  of  the  fate  of  Sir 
PlBafi!  ll'-nry  Cliotoa'a  expedition  to  the  South : 
tlifit  esjM^liiiou  which  bnd  been  the  subject  of  H> 
much  (unni«e  and  perplexity.  Sir  Henry  in  hU 
"  )iig  the  coMl  had  been  repeatedly  foiled 
by  Lee.  First,  ai  we  have  shown,  when  ha 
looked  in  at  New  York;  next,  when  he  pnii»ed 
Bl  Norfolk  in  Virginia ;  and  lastly,  when  he  made 
a  bold  ullempt  at  Charleston  in  South  Carolina ; 
for  »carfe  did  hia  ehipa  appear  off  the  bar  of  the 
harbor,  than  the  omnipresent  I^e  was  marcliing 
blB  iroopB  into  the  city. 

Within  a  year  past,  Cbarleiituu  had  been  fur- 
tilied  at  various  points.  Fort  Johnson,  on  James 
lalnad,  three  miles  from  the  cilj,  and  command- 
ing the  breadth  of  the  channel,  was  garrisoned 
by  a  regiment  of  South  Carolina  regulars  under 
Colonel  Gadsden.  A  strong  fort  had  recently 
been  constructed  nearly  opposite,  on  the  south- 
west point  of  Sullivan's  Island,  about  six  milee 
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below  the  city.  It  waa  mounted  with  tweDly- 
Biz  guns,  and  garrJBOoed  by  tbree  linndred  and 
eeventy-flre  regulars  and  a  few  mililm,  and  com- 
Giandcd  by  ColoDel  William  Munltrie  of  South 
Carolina,  who  had  coDBtrucied  it,  Thia  fort,  in 
connection  with  that  on  James  Island,  was  con- 
Bidured  tlie  key  of  the  harbor. 

Cannon  hdd  also  been  mounted  on  Haddrell'a 
Point  ou  the  mainlaud,  to  the  northwe!<t  of  Sul- 
livan's Island,  and  along  (he  bay  in  front  of  the 

Tbe  arrival  of  General  Lee  gave  great  joy  to 
the  people  of  CliarleBlon,  from  his  high  reputation 
for  military  skill  and  eiperience.  According  to 
his  own  accouut  in  a  letter  to  Washingtou,  the 
town  on  his  arrival  was  "  utterly  defenseless." 
He  was  rejoiced  therefore,  when  the  etwmy,  in- 
Biesd  of  immcdialely  attacking  it,  directed  his 
wbole  foruo  against  the  fort  on  Sullivan's  Island. 
"He  has  lost  an  opportunity,"  said  Lee,  ''such 
BS  I  hope  will  never  occur  again,  of  taking  the 

The  British  ships,  in  fact,  having  passed  the 
bar  with  some  difficulty,  landed  their  troops  on 
Long  Island,  situated  to  the  east  of  Sullivan's 
Island,  and  separated  from  it  by  a  small  creek 
called  the  Breach.  Sir  Henry  Clinton  meditated 
a  combined  attack  with  his  land  and  naval  forces 
on  the  fort  commanded  by  Moultrie ;  the  capture 
of  which,  he  thought,  would  insure  the  reduction 
of  Charleston. 

The  Americans  immediately  threw  up  works 
on  the  northeastern  extremity  of  Sullivan's  Isl- 
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Mtd,  to  prerenl  the  passage  of  the  enemy  over 
the  Breucfa,  ttalioning  a  force  of  regulars  anil 
militia  there,  umler  Colonel  Thompaon.  Geoeral 
Lee  encamped  on  Iladdrell's  Point,  on  the  moin- 
lund,  to  the  iiortb  of  the  island,  whence  he  iti- 
leuded  to  keep  up  a  commuDicaiiou  1>y  a  bridge 
of  boHls,  so  as  t«  be  ready  at  any  mument  to  aid 
either  Moultrie  or  Thompson. 

Sir  Henry  Cliutoii,  ou  the  other  hand,  had  to 
ooDBtruct  batleriea  ou  l/ong  Isluud,  to  oppose  those 
of  Thompson,  and  cover  the  passage  of  bis  troops 
by  hoai«  or  by  the  ford.  Thus  time  wea  coa- 
fluraed,  and  the  enemy  were,  from  the  Isl  to  the 
26th  of  June,  preparing  for  (he  Bllack;  their 
troops  BufTering  from  the  iurenee  lieat  of  the  saa 
on  the  burning  sands  of  Long  Island,  and  both 
fleet  and  army  complaining  of  brackish  water  and 
scanty  and  bad  provisioits. 

At  length  on  the  26th  of  June,  (he  Tbuuder 
Bomb  commenced  the  attack,  ihntwing  shells  at 
tlie  fort  AS  tbe  fleet,  under  Sir  Peter  Parker,  ad- 
vanceit.  About  eleven  o'clock  the  ships  dropped 
(heir  aucbon  directly  before  ihe  front  battery. 
"  I  was  at  ibis  time  in  a  hual,"  writes  Lee,  "  eo- 
deavoring  to  make  tbe  island ;  but  the  wind  aod 
tide  being  violently  ogainst  us,  drove  us  on  the 
main.  Tbey  immediately  commenced  the  most 
furious  fire  I  ever  heard  or  saw.  I  confess  I  was 
in  pain,  from  the  lillle  confidence  I  reposed  in  our 
troops ;  the  olBcers  being  all  boys,  and  the  men 
raw  recruits.  What  nugtncalwl  my  anxiety  was, 
that  we  had  no  bridge  finished  for  retreat  or  com- 
muDJoation  i  and  the  creek  or  cove  which  sepa- 
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rates  it  from  the  cooliueut  is  near  a  mile  wide. 
I  had  received,  likewise,  iutelligeDCti  tbat  their 
land  troops  intended  at  the  same  time  to  land  and 
assault.  I  uever  in  my  life  felt  mjself  so  uneasy : 
aad  what  added  to  my  uoeasinesB  was,  that  I 
knew  our  stock  of  atnmuuiiion  was  miserably  low. 
I  had  once  thought  of  ordering  the  commanding 
officer  to  spike  his  guns,  and,  when  his  ainmuui- 
tioD  was  spent,  to  retreat  with  as  little  loss  as 
possible.  However,  I  thought  proper  previouHly 
to  send  to  town  for  a  fresh  supply,  if  it  coutd 
possibly  be  procured,  and  ordered  my  aide-de- 
camp, Mr.  Byrd  (who  is  a  lad  of  rriagimnimouB 
courage),  to  puss  over  in  a  small  canoe,  and  re- 
port the  state  of  the  spirit  of  the  garrisou.  If  it 
had  been  low,I  should  have  abandoned  all  thoughts 
of  defense.  His  report  was  flatleriug.  I  then 
determined  lo  maintain  the  post  at  all  risks,  and 
passed  the  creek  or  cove  iu  a  small  boat,  id  order 
to  animate  the  garrison  in  propria  persona ;  but  I 
found  they  had  no  occasion  for  sncii  an  eucuurage- 

"  They  were  pleased  with  my  visit,  and  assured 
me  they  never  would  abandon  tht  poet  but  with 
iheir  Uves.  The  cool  courage  they  diaphiyed  as- 
tonished and  enraptured  me,  for  1  do  assure  you, 
my  dear  general,  I  never  experienced  a  better  fire. 
Twelve  full  hours  it  was  continued  without  inter- 
mission. The  noble  fellows  who  were  mortally 
wounded,  conjured  their  brethren  never  lo  aban- 
don the  standard  of  liberty.  Those  who  lost 
tlieir  limbs  deserted  not  their  posts.  U|Mn  the 
whole,  they  acted  like  Bomans  iu  the  third  cen* 
tury." 
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Much  of  Um  forcgoiug  is  corroboralcd  b;  tbe 
BtBlemenl  of  a  British  hiBtorian.  "Wtiile  the 
continued  fire  of  uur  ships,"  wr!l«s  he,  "  wemed 
Huffideut  to  shake  the  flercenesa  of  the  bravest 
enemy  itiid  daunt  the  courage  of  the  most  veleran 
eoldier,  Ihe  return  mnde  by  the  fori  could  not  fail 
calling  for  tbe  respect,  ss  well  hs  of  highly  iucom- 
raodiiig  Lbe  brave  seamen  of  Briinin.  In  the 
midst  of  that  dreadful  mar  of  artiller)-,  they  stock 
with  the  greaieal  conslaiity  and  firmness  lo  their 
guns;  lired  deliberately  and  slowly,  and  look  a 
coot  and  efl't;ctLve  aim.  The  ships  suffered  ac> 
cordiiigly :  lliey  were  torn  almost  to  pieces,  and 
the  slaughter  was  dreadful.  Never  did  British 
valor  shine  more  couspicuous,  and  never  did  our 
manne  in  an  engagement  of  the  same  nature  with 
any  foreign  enemy  experience  so  rude  an  en- 
counter." ^ 

The  fire  from  ttie  ships  did  not  produce  the 
expected  eiFect.  The  fortifications  were  low, 
composed  of  earth  and  palmetto  wood,  winch  b 
sofl,  and  makes  no  splinters,  and  Ihe  merlons  were 
extremely  thick.  At  one  time  there  was  a  con- 
siderable pause  in  the  Americaii  fire,  and  the  en- 
emy thought  the  fort  was  abandoned.  It  was 
ouly  because  the  powder  was  exhausted.  As 
soon  ns  a  supply  could  be  forwarded  from  tbe 
mainland  by  General  Lee,  the  fort  resumed  its 
fire  with  still  more  deadly  effect.  Through  un- 
skillful pilolage,  several  of  tlie  ships  ran  aground, 
where  one,  tlie  frigate  Aelaon^  remained ;  the  rest 
were  extricated  with  ilitficulty.  Tliose  which 
iffiM.  av>IH'<u-fNJincr{M,DDbUD,lTT8.   AmivU  BtgiHtr. 
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bore  tbe  brunt  of  tiic  i 

One  hundred  and  aevenly-five  laeii  were  killed, 
lud  nearly  as  many  wounded.  Csplain  Scott, 
commanding  itie  Experiment,  tif  £ny  guns,  lost 
an  arm,  and  was  otherwise  wounded.  Cuptaiu 
Morris,  mmtnanding  the  Aclieon,  was  slain.  So 
also  was  Lord  Carapbell,  lato  governor  of  the 
province,  who  served  as  a  volujileer  on  board  of 
the  squfidron. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton,  with  two  thousand  troops 
and  five  or  six  hundred  seamen,  attempted  re- 
peatedly to  cross  from  Long  Island,  and  COSp- 
erale  in  ihe  attack  upon  the  tort,  but  whs  as  often 
foiled  by  Colonel  Thompson,  with  his  battery  of 
two  cannons,  untl  a  buily'  of  South  Curolina  ran- 
gers and  North  Carolina  regulars.  "  Upon  the 
whole,"  sayf  Lee,  "  the  South  and  North  Carolina 
troops  and  Virginia  rifle  battalion  we  have  here, 
are  admirable  soldiers." 

The  combat  slackened  before  sunset,  and  ceased 
before  ten  o'clock.  Sir  Peter  Parker,  who  had 
received  a  severe  oonlusion  In  the  engagement, 
then  slipped  his  cables,  and  drew  off  his  shattered 
ships  to  Five  Fulhom  Hole.  The  Aclaon  re- 
mained aground. 

On  the  following  morning  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
made  another  attempt  to  cross  from  Long  Island 
to  Sullivan's  Island  ;  but  was  again  repulsed,  and 
obliged  to  lake  shelter  behind  his  brenst-works. 
Sir  Peter  Parker,  too,  giving  up  all  hope  of  re- 
ducing the  fort  in  the  shattered  condition  of  his 
ships,  ordered  that  the  Acltcon  should  be  set  on 
fire  and  abandoued.     The  crew  toft  her  in  flames, 
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httivA  homt  Low    TidMiH ; 

QMriestam  wm  Sot  the  present  abaMlooe^  tmA 

the  fleet  once  mora  put  lo  ce& 

Id  thi*  adioa,  oae  of  Um  MvctcM  in  ibe  whob 
toana  of  tbe  ww,  the  Iom  of  the  Aneriena  in 
knkd  ami  wounded,  was  bat  tlurtj-fi««  mea. 
Colonel  Uoultne  derived  the  gn«ieat  ^oty 
fram  the  de&iue  ot  SoUivan'a  Uand ;  ihoo^ 
the  thanks  of  CoogreM  were  Toted  a»  weQ  tn 
General  Lee,  Colonel  Tfaoaipaon,aad  those  nmia' 
tbar  command. 

"  For  God's  sake,  my  dear  geneial,''  wriui 
Lee  lo  Waahiugion,  "  arge  the  Coogren  to  tar- 
niab  me  mtii  a  thousand  cavaltj.  With  a 
tbooaaod  cavalry  I  could  insure  the  safetj  of 
these  Sootbern  provinces;  aad  without  carali^, 
1  can  answer  fur  nothmg.  From  want  of  tUa 
species  of  troops  we  had  infallibly  lo«t  this  cap- 
ital, bat  the  dituorinese  and  stnpiditf  of  the 
enemy  aaved  as." 

The  tidings  of  this  ngnal  lepslse  of  tbe  en- 
emy came  moiit  opportonely  to  Washington,  wben 
be  waa  apprehending  an  attadi  upon  New  Tort 
He  writes  in  a  &imiliar  vein  to  Schnyler  on  the 
subject.  '■  ^ir  Peter  Parker  and  tiis  deet  got  * 
■enire  dnibbkig  in  an  attack  upon  oar  works  on 
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Sullivan's  IslaDii,  just  hy  Charlesttin  in  South 
Carolina;  a  part  of  their  troops,  at  the  same 
time,  in  attempting  tu  land,  were  repulsed."  He 
ttsanmed  a  differeut  tone  in  announcing  it  to  the 
aiiny  in  a  general  order  of  the  Slst  July.  "This 
generous  example  of  our  troops  under  the  like 
drcumaCanceM  with  us,  the  general  hopes,  will 
animate  every  officer  and  soldier  to  imitate,  and 
even  outdo  them,  when  (he  enemy  shall  make 
the  same  attempt  on  us.  With  such  a  bright 
example  before  ua  of  what  can  be  done  by  brave 
men  fighting  in  defense  of  their  country,  we  shall 
be  loadeJ  with  a  double  share  of  shame  and  in- 
famy if  we  do  not  acquit  ourselves  with  courage, 
and  maiiifcst  a  determined  resolution  to  conquer 
or  die." 


/^-^^^ 


CIlAtTER  XXX. 

r«UMi'(  Uimtir  rnjtcta.  —  Cketaa-^k-frin  M  F«rt 
WuUBgtoa.  — IbdiUieJAlMi^MSuM  UmC  — Ai- 
Hnl  of  SUp*.  —  HcHia  S*inAReB«ti.  —  Snteh  Hi(jl- 
l«D4*n.—llir  HonjCliftUead  Lord  Coravallit.  —  Put- 
aua-tObMneUoiu  flf  Ibc  HadHO.  — TfaePiMUaBd  JEm 
UtorUd  bj-  Bow  Oallin  «  Tanrtown.  —  G«*nl  Order 
of  WwliiatcInD  oa  th*  SotJKt  of  Sectional  Jcaloaiic*.— 
fnrfAiw  Hnaring  prohibited  in  the  Cunp,  —  Prepcnlimi 
i)(ilMl  AlUck.  —  LevlM  of  Teommry.— George  Clinton 
in  CommiDil  of  Ibt  l^rTies  alonB  the  Hiidton.  —  Aliumi 
of  lb*  Piin|ile  nf  N«w  York.  — Benerulent  SympUbj  of 
WiiiiliinKtan.  —  The  /^OMU!  grappled  by  a  F!r«-€tup.  —  Tbs 
Shl|n  evtcuils  the  HadHD. 

IKNKUAL  PUTNAM,  beside  his  bra- 
vi't'v  in  the  liolil,  was  Bomewhat  of  a  me- 
rlijinii-al  iimjcctor.  The  batteries  ot 
l''iii't  W.'iMtiiri^Uiii  hull  proved  iuefiectuul  iu  op- 
|ii)iiiii([  llie  [laiiaaga  of  tioslile  ships  up  the  Hud- 
•oii.  IIo  WM  now  engaged  on  a  plan  for 
abitnictinf;  tlio  chatitiol  opposite  the  fort,  ao  as 
to  prtivuiit  the  passing  of  uny  more  uliips.  A 
lotier  ft^ini  him  to  Qeneral  Gutes  (July  SBtk) 
oxplolnti  liU  project.  "We  are  preparing  che- 
vniiXHlu-tVise,  at  which  we  make  givat  dispBteh 
by  tlio  help  itf'shipR,  which  are  to  be  sunic  —  a 
trhmtif  of  mine  whidi  yon  may  l)e  assured  is 
very  tiuiple  (  a  plau  of  which  i  seud  you.     The 
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two  ahipa'  sterna  lie  towards  each  odier,  about 
BCTenty  feet  apart.  Three  large  logs,  which 
reach  IVom  ship  to  ship,  are  fusteoed  to  them. 
The  two  Bhipa  and  logs  atop  the  river  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty  feeL  The  ships  are  to  be  auok, 
and  when  hauled  down  on  one  aide,  the  pricks 
will  be  raised  to  a  proper  height,  and  they  must 
inevitably  atop  the  river,  if  the  enemy  will  let  us 
sink  theiD." 

It  so  hiippened  that  one  Ephraim  Anderson, 
adjutant  to  the  second  Jersey  battalion,  liad  re- 
cently submitted  a  project  to  Congress  for  de- 
stroying the  enemy's  fleet  iu  the  harbor  of  New 
York.  He  had  attempted  an  enterprise  of  the 
kind  against  the  British  ships  in  the  harbor  of 
Quebec  during  the  siege,  and,  according  to  his 
own  account,  would  have  succe«deil,  had  not  the 
enemy  discovered  his  intentions,  and  stretdied  a 
cable  acrose  the  mouth  of  the  harlxir,  and  had  he 
not  accidentally  been  much  buruL 

His  scheme  was  favorably  entertaine*!  by  Con- 
gress, and  Washington,  by  a  letter  dated  July 
lOth,  was  instructed  to  aid  I'ini  in  carrying  it  into 
effect.  Anderson,  accordingly,  was  soon  at  work 
at  New  York  constructing  fire-ships,  with  which 
the  fleet  waa  In  be  attacked.  Simultaneous  with 
the  attack,  a  descent  was  to  be  made  on  the  Brit- 
ish camp  on  Staten  Island,  from  the  nearest  point 
of  the  Jersey  shore,  by  troops  from  Mercer's  fly- 
ing camp,  and  by  others  stationed  at  Bergen 
nnder  Major  Knowltou,  Futnam'a  bvorite  oilicer 
for  daring  enterjiriaee. 

Fuljiam  entered  into  the  solieme  as  sealoiialy 


911* 


LIFE  OF   WASMINGTOH. 


u  if  it  tuxl  beeti  hii  own.  Indeed,  by  tbe 
of  lut  letter  to  Gates,  already  quoted,  be  aeemed 
slmoat  to  ooiuider  it  so.  "Hie  enemy's  fleet," 
writes  be,  "now  lies  in  tbe  b«y,  dose  onder 
Slaten  Island.  Hieir  troops  poseem  no  lu>d 
Iiere  but  tbe  Island.  I»  it  not  strange  that  tfaoK 
iuvincil)l«  tTTMps,  wbo  were  to  lay  waste  all  this 
country  with  their  fleet*  and  army,  are  so  fond 
of  islandd  and  peDinsulas,  and  dare  not  put  their 
feet  on  the  ama  ?  But  I  hope,  by  tbe  blessing 
of  God,  aud  good  frietuls,  we  shall  pay  iheai  a 
visit  oil  their  uluiid.  For  that  end  we  are  pre- 
paring fourteen  fire-ships  to  go  iolo  their  fleet, 
some  of  which  are  ready  charged  and  fitted  to 
soil,  and  I  hope  souii  Co  have  them  all  fixed." 

Andenton,  also,  on  ihe  31st  July,  writes  frora 
New  York  to  the  President  of  Congress :  "  I 
have  been  for  some  time  past  very  assiduous  ia 
the  preporatiou  of  fire-ships.  Two  are  already 
oompleto,  and  hauled  oft'  into  the  stremn ;  two 
more  wjU  he  off  to-morrow,  and  the  residue  in  a 
very  short  time.  In  my  nexl,  I  hope  to  give  yon 
a  particular  account  of  a  geueral  conflagration,  as 
everything  in  ray  power  stiull  be  exerted  for  the 
demolition  of  the  enemy's  fleet.  I  expect  lo  take 
an  active  part,  and  bo  an  instrument  for  that  pnr- 
pose.  I  am  determined  (Giod  willing)  to  make  a 
couspicuouB  figure  among  them,  by  being  a  '  burn- 
ing and  sjiiniug  light,'  and  thereby  serve  my 
country,  and  have  the  honor  of  meeting  the  ap- 
probution  of  Congress."  ^ 

Projectors  are  aubjcct  to  disappointments.     It 

1  Am.  Ardarct,  btb  SeriM,  i.  ISfi. 
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was  irapa«wible  to  conatrucl  a  suffifiient  iiiimber  of 
Qre-sliipa  tind  galleys  in  time.  Tim  flying  cntnp, 
loo,  recruited  but  slowly,  and  siiHruely  exceeded 
three  [housauJ  meti;  the  combioed  nlinck  by  fire 
and  BWord  lia<l  therefore  to  be  given  up,  and  the 
"  burning  and  shining  light "  again  failed  of  con- 
flagration. 

Still,  a  partial  night  attack  on  the  Siuten  Isl- 
and encampment  was  concerted  by  Mercer  and 
Knowlton,  and  twice  attempted.  On  one  occa- 
sion, they  were  prevented  from  crossing  the  strait 
by  tempestuous  weather,  on  another  by  deficiency 
of  boata. 

In  the  course  of  a.  kvf  days  arrived  a  hundred 
Bail,  with  large  reinforcements,  among  which  were 
one  thonsand  Hessians,  and  as  many  more  were 
reported  to  be  on  the  way.  The  iroopa  were 
disembarked  on  Staten  Island,  and  fortiScatioos 
ibrown  up  on  some  of  the  moat  commanding 
Liik 

All  projects  of  attAck  upon  the  enemy  wore 
now  out  of  the  question.  Indeed,  some  of  Wash- 
iugloii's  ablest  advisers  questioned  the  policy  of 
remaining  in  New  York,  where  they  might  be 
entrapped  as  the  British  had  been  in  Boston. 
Reed,  the  adjutant-general,  observed  that,  as  the 
commuhicntiou  by  the  Hudson  was  interrupted, 
thej'e  was  nothing  now  to  keep  tliora  at  New 
York  but  a  mere  point  of  honor ;  in  the  mean 
time,  they  endangered  the  loss  of  the  army  and 
its  military  stores.  Why  should  they  riak  so 
much  in  defending  a  city,  while  the  greater  part 
of  its  inhabitants  were  plotting  their  destruction  ? 


Lirm  or  wammiwotoil 


atj  no  kngtr,  ikty  ifaeay  itk— Ir.  aad  ban  il, 


IB  view  of  grat  advMiUgM ;  and  ilMmld  nake  it 
a  war  of  poaiB. 

During  Ibe  Uiier  pan  of  J11I7,  aad  tlie  earijr 
part  of  Angmt,  sbipa  of  iror  with  ibeir  u*defs 
ooathmed  to  arrive,  and  Soofcli  H^Umkn,  H«a- 
niaot,  ami  oUier  (roups  10  be  landed  on  Statcn  Isl- 
and. At  the  beginDiDg  of  August,  ibe  squadroa 
widi  Sir  Henrjr  Clinloo,  recentljr  repi]l«ed  at 
CharliwIOD,  atujbored  in  ibe  bay.  *-  His  coming,'* 
write*  Culonel  liced,  *■  was  as  unexpei^led  as  if 
he  had  dropped  from  the  clouds."  He  vraa  ac- 
cumpauiml  by  Lord  Cumwallu,  and  broiighi  three 
Ihoniutud  troopx, 

III  tlio  incHn  lime,  Puliian'a  contriviuicea  for 
obciructitjg  tlie  chnniiel  bad  reached  ilieir  destined 
plaoe.  A  letter  dated  Fort  Waahingioii,  August 
8d,  says:  ~  P'uur  sliips  chaitied  and  boomed,  with 
a  number  of  aniHzing  large  chevaux-de-rrise,  were 
«unk  cloHc  b;  the  fi>rt  under  command  of  Gen- 
oral  MilUiti,  whit-h  fort  mounts  thirty-two  pieces 
of  heavy  umijan.  We  are  thorougbiy  sanguine 
that  they  [the  Bliipn  up  the  river]  never  will  be 
ablo  to  join  the  Uritish  Heet,  nor  assistance  from 
the  Heot  be  nHbrdod  to  them ;  so  that  we  may  set 
them  down  as  our  own." 

Auuthur  IhIIui',  written  at  the  pame  dale  from 
Tarryluwi],  on  the  borders  of  thu  Tnppim  Sea, 
givoa  an  nueount  of  an  attack  riiHile  by  six  row 
jptllejn  upon  the  Phanix  and  the  Rou,     They 
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Ibugiit  bravely  for  two  liours,  hulling  ihe  itliips 
repetkU^ly,  but  suslaiiiing  great  dumnge  in  return  ; 
uniil  llietr  commodore,  Colouel  Tuppar,  gave  the 
signal  to  dmw  off.  "  Never,"  Bays  the  writer, 
'■did  men  behave  with  more  firm,  determined 
Bpiril,  than  our  little  crews.  Que  of  our  tars 
being  moriitlly  wouuded,  cried  to  his  companions: 
'  I  am  a  dying  man ;  revenge  my  blood,  my  boys, 
and  carry  me  alongside  my  gun,  ihat  I  may  die 
there."  We  were  bo  preserved  by  h  gmcioua 
Providence,  thai  in  all  our  galleys  we  had  but 
two  mtin  killed  and  fourteen  wounded,  two  of 
which  are  thought  dangerous.  We  hope  to  have 
another  touch  at  those  piiittes  before  tljey  leave 
oat  river  ;  which  God  pros|»er  !  " 

Such  was  the  belligerent  spirit  prevailing  up 
the  Hudson. 

The  force  of  the  enemy  collected  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  New  York  was  about  thirty  thousand 
men;  that  of  the  Americans  a  little  more  than 
seventeen  thousand,  but  was  subsequently  iu- 
creaaed  to  twenty  thousand,  for  the  most  part 
raw  and  undisciplined.  One  fourth  were  on  the 
sick  list  with  bilious  and  putrid  fevers  and  dysen- 
tery ;  others  were  absent  on  furlough  or  L'ommand ; 
the  rest  hud  to  be  distribuietl  over  posts  and  sUi- 
tlons  fifteen  miles  apart. 

The  sectional  Jealousies  prevalent  among  them, 
were  more  and  more  a  subject  of  uneasiness  to 
Washiugtou.  In  one  of  his  general  orders  he 
observes :  ^  It  is  with  great  concern  that  the 
general  understands  that  joalousles  have  arisen 
among  the  troops  fvom  the  differeut  provinces,  and 
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reflect  inn  !i  are  Irequenllj  thrown  out  which  con 
only  leud  lo  irritaEe  eBch  other,  and  injure  ihe 
noble  cause  in  mLich  we  are  engaged,  and  which 
we  ought  to  support  with  one  hand  and  one  heart. 
The  general  most  earnestly  entreats  the  officers 
(lud  soldiers  to  consider  the  consequences ;  that 
they  ciiii  no  way  assist  our  enemies  more  effec- 
lunlly  ihnn  by  making  divisions  among  ourselvea  ; 
thnt  the  honor  and  success  of  the  army,  and  the 
wiruty  or  oar  bleeding  country,  depend  upon  har- 
mony HMiI  good  agreement  with  each  other ;  that 
the  provinces  are  all  united  to  oppose  the  com- 
mon enemy,  and  hII  distinctions  sunk  in  the  name 
of  an  American.  To  make  this  name  honorable, 
«ml  to  preserve  ihe  liberty  of  our  country,  ought 
to  be  our  only  emulation  ;  and  he  will  be  the  best 
soldier  and  the  best  patriot,  who  contributes  most 
10  this  glorious  work,  whatever  be  his  station,  or 
from  whatever  part  of  the  continent  he  may  come. 
Let  all  distinction  of  nations,  countries,  and  prov* 
inccs,  therefore,  be  lost  in  the  generous  couteat, 
who  sIiilU  belinve  with  the  most  courage  against 
iho  enemy,  and  the  most  kindness  and  good- 
hiimor  lo  ouch  other.  If  there  be  any  officers 
or  soldiers  so  lost  to  virtue  and  a  love  of  their 
country,  so  as  lo  continue  in  such  practices  afler 
this  onler,  the  general  easurea  them,  and  is  hu- 
lliorieetl  by  Cougress  to  declare  to  the  whole 
army,  thnt  such  persona  shall  be  severely  pun- 
ished, and  dismissed  from  the  service  with  dis- 
grace." 

The   urgency  of  such  a  general  order  is  ap- 
purent  in  IhnI  early  period  of  our   confederation, 
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vrben  its  various  parts  liaJ  not  h9  yet  beett  sufli- 
cieiilly  welded  together  to  acquire  a  tliorough 
reeling  of  tiatiooality ;  yet  whnt  ad  etitluritig 
liissou    doea    it  furnish   for  every   stage  of  onr 

We  subjoin  another  of  the  general  orders  issued 
iti  this  lime  of  gloom  iiiid  anxiety :  — 

'■  That  the  troops  may  Imve  an  opportunity  of 
attending  public  worship,  hs  well  as  to  ttike  some 
rest  after  the  great  fatigue  they  have  gone  through, 
the  general,  in  future,  excuses  them  from  fatigue 
duty  ou  Sundays,  escept  ut  the  ship-yards,  or  on 
special  occasions,  until  further  orders.  The  gen- 
eral is  sorry  to  be  informed,  that  the  foolish  and 
wicked  practice  of  profane  cursing  and  swearing, 
a  vies  heretofore  little  known  iu  an  American 
army,  is  growing  into  fashion.  He  hopes  the  of- 
ficers will,  by  example  as  well  as  influence,  en- 
deavor to  check  it,  and  that  botii  they  aud  the 
mett  will  reflect,  that  we  can  little  hope  of  the 
blessing  of  tieaveii  on  our  arms,  if  we  iiisult  it 
by  our  impiety  and  fully.  Addeil  to  this,  it  is  a 
vice  so  mean  and  low,  without  any  tempiation, 
that  every  iiian  of  sense  and  character  detests  and 
despises  it."  ^ 

While  Washington  thus  endeavored  to  elevate 
the  miuds  of  his  soldiery  to  the  sanctity  of  the 
cause  ill  which  they  jrere  engaged,  he  kept  the 
most  watchful  eye  upon  the  movements  of  the 
enemy.  Beside  their  great  superiority  in  point 
of  numbers  as  well  as  discipline,  to  his  own  crude 

I  Orderly  Bnok,  AuR.  S,  us  clt«d  by  Sparks.  Wrid»y$  xj 
Watha-jlm;  vol.  Iv.  p.  38. 
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aad  icatitf  iegigtis,  ih^  poMLiwI, 
Ii^  in  ibeir  iSecC  "  The;  wonU  noi  be  half  iIk 
tttetay  \ixj  ■re,"  obMrrH  Oolood  Beed,  "  if  ibey 
were  once  aepw«ted  fnttn  their  sbip&i'  Etcvj 
arrit-ml  bmI  depannre  of  tbese.  llwrefiire,  wa*  ■ 
rnlrject  af  specalatwa  and  cmyectDre.  Awn 
Burr,  ai  that  time  in  New  York,  t 
General  Patimni,  ppeaks  in  a  letier  i 
(if  thinj  transports,  wltii-fa,  ander  ronvij  of  three 
fiifults.  hod  put  to  tea  ou  the  7th  of  AagutX, 
iriih  ilic  inlentioa  of  sailing  roiiiHl  Long  Island 
nnd  ciunittg  through  the  Sonsi],  and  [has  inresti)^ 
!)«  eitjr  by  the  North  and  East  RJTers.  "They 
ure  then  to  land  on  both  aides  of  the  island." 
vrril«8  he,  "join  their  forces,  nnd  draw  a  Itiie 
HcroM,  which  will  hem  as  in,  and  totally  cnt  off 
all  cwnmunicHtion ;  aAer  which,  ihey  will  har« 
their  own  fun."  He  adds  :  "  Tliej  bold  ns  in  tbe 
utmoBt  conlenipL  Talk  of  fordng  all  our  lines 
wiltioal  firing  a  gnu.  Tbe  bajoiiet  is  ibeir  pride. 
They  hare  forgot  Bunker'B  HilL"  > 

III  this  emergency,  Washtii^on  wrote  to  Gen- 
eral Mercer  for  2,000  men  from  the  flying  camp. 
Colonel  Smallwood's  bmialion  whs  immeduitel; 
fiirniiihiHl,  H*  a  pnrl  of  liiem.  The  Conreblion  of 
the  Slute  ordered  uui  haAly  levies  of  cnuutry  mi- 
litia, li>  form  temporary  camps  on  the  t^bore  of  ib« 
SuDiid,  and  an  tliat  of  the  Hudson  above  King's 
Briilt.'e,  lo  annoy  ihe  enemy,  should  they  attempt 
to  laTuI  I'rom  their  ships  on  either  of  these  watenb 
Olhem  were  sent  to  reinforce  the  posts  on  Long 
IiUnd,     At  King's  County  on  Long  Island  was 
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noted  for  being  r  siroiighoIU  of  the  liifliifltjuifil. 
the  Convetilion  uriieteil  tlint,  sliould  nuy  of  the 
militia  of  (hut  county  refuse  to  serve,  they  should 
be  disarmed  uiid  secured,  end  tbeir  posamisions  liiid 

Many   of   llie   yeometi  of   llie    country,  llitis 
timtily  BummoueJ  from  the  ploiigli,  n 

1  of  wl]ii.'h  ihey  were  ordered  to 

briog  with  them  a  shovel,  apade,  or  pickaxe,  or  ii 

scythe  straighleued  and  fastened  tu  a  pole.     This 

rustic  array  may  have  provoked  the  thoughtless 

of  ciiy  seoffera,  such  as  those  cited   by 

Gniydoii ;  but  it  was  iu  truth  one  of  the  glorious 

a  of  the  Revolution,  lo  be  thus  aided  in  iia 

eroergdicies  by  "  liaKty  levies  of  husbaudmen."  ^ 

1  Gsnen]  orden.Aiig.  Slb.ahowlbt  r«TeriBli  bIbIc  ofalhin 


10  UB  and  our  poslerity  is  rear  al  hiind,  the  gentrel  most  e«m- 


dml;  cdled  to  actJnii,  nnthmf  ofthia  kind  maybe  lo  provide. 
And  bfl  does  mosl  annoiuly  exhurt  both  officers  and  aoklien 
Dul  to  ba  out  of  tbeir  riuartvn  or  eatampnienti,  e»peciallr  in 


medialeljr  to  tKUt  tu 


um  poala,  and  prepare  far 
le  mnre  flH'ecluallj'  give 


la  upon  the  lifpiil  being  ^ivi 


manding  Ihe  flritiK  (ho  euii  al  Fort  tieori;!.', 
drred.    That  i<  alto  lo  be  done  on  an  alarm,  h 
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By  ihe  aulhoriiy  of  [lie  New  York  ConvcntioD, 
Wasbingroii  Iwd  appaiuted  GJeneral  Geoi-ge  Clin- 
ton to  the  commauil  of  the  levies  on  both  aides 
of  the  Hiirboii.  He  now  ordered  him  to  hasten 
down  with  (hem  lo  the  fort  just  erecteii  on  the 
iiorih  side  of  Kiug's  Bridge;  leaviiig  two  liiin- 
dred  men  under  the  cominand  of  a  brave  mid 
alert  offii«r  to  throw  ijp  works  at  the  pass  of 
Aiitliony's  Nose,  where  the  main  rood  to  Albany 
crosaes  thnt  moiinlain.  Troops  of  horse  also 
were  (o  be  posted  by  him  along  tlie  river  to  walcb 
the  motions  of  the  enemy, 

'Wnsliitigton  now  made  the  last  solemn  prepar- 
ntiona  for  the  impondiug  eonflict.  All  suspected 
persons,  whose  presence  might  promote  the  plans 
of  the  enemy,  were  removed  lo  a  distance.  All 
papere  respecting  affairs  of  stale  were  put  up  iu 
a  large  cnse,  lo  Iw  delivered  to  Congress.  As  to 
his  domestic  arrangements,  Mrs.  Wa-ihington  bad 
some  lime  previously  gone  lo  Pliilndelpliia,  with 
the  intention  of  returning  lo  Virginia,  as  there 
was  no  prospect  of  her  being  with  him  any  part 
of  the  summer,  which . threatened  to  be  one  of 
turmoil  and  danger.  The  other  ladies,  wives  of 
general  officers,  who  used  lo  grace  and  enliven 
head-qiini'ters,  had  all  been  sent  out  of  the  way 
of  the  storm  which  was  lowering  over  this  de- 
voled  ciiy. 

Accoinils  of  deserters,  and  other  intelligence, 
informed  Washington,  on  ihe  17lh,  that  a  great 
many  of  the  enemy's  ti'oopa  had  gone  on  board 
of  the  trnnsporis ;  that  three  days'  provisions  had 
been  cooked,  and  other  steps  taken  liidicaliDg  an 
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intention  of  leaving  Slaten  Islmid.  Putuain,  rUo, 
t;ame  up  from  below  wiih  word  tljst  at  least  one 
fourtb  of  tliB  Heel  liad  sniled.  There  were  niaJiy  - 
conjectures  at  bead-quarlera  as  lo  whither  tli:?y 
were  bounil,  or  whether  they  hai]  not  merely 
shifted  their  statiori.  Everything  indicated,  how- 
ever, that  affairs  were  tending  to  a  crisis. 

The  "  hysterical  alarms "  of  the  peaceful  iu- 
hahitaiita  of  New  York,  which  had  provoked  the 
soldierlike  impatience  and  satirical  sneers  of  Lee, 
inspired  different  sentiments  in  the  benevolent 
heart  of  Washington,  and  produced  the  following 
letter  to  die  New  York  Convention :  — 

"  When  I  consider  that  the  city  of  New  York 
will,  in  all  human  probability,  very  soon  Le  the 
seene  of  a  bloody  conflict,  I  cannot  but  view  the 
great  numbers  of  women,  children,  and  infirm  per- 
sons remaining  in  it,  with  the  most  melancholy  - 
concern.  When  the  men-of-war  (ihe  P/ianix  and 
JRose)  passed  up  ihe  river,  the  shrieks  and  cries 
of  these  poor  creatures,  running  every  way  with 
their  children,  were  truly  distressing,  and  I  fear 
they  will  have  an  unhappy  effect  upon  the  ears 
and  minds  of  our  young  and  inexperienced  sol- 
diery. Can  no  method  be  devised  for  their  re- 
How  vividly  does  this  call  to  mind  the  compas- 
sionate sensibility  of  his  younger  days,  when  com- 
manding at  Winchester,  in  Virginia,  in  lime  of 
public  peril;  and  melted  to  "deadly  sorrow"  by 
the  "  supplicating  tears  of  the  women,  and  moving 
petitions  of  Ihe  men."  As  then,  he  listened  to  the 
prompt  suggestions  of  his  own  heart ;  and,  without 
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BwaitiDg  the  aclioD  of  the  Convention,  issued  a 
proclamuttou,  advising  the  iuliabiiRiits  lo  remove, 
and  requiring  the  officers  aod  soldiery  to  aid  the 
helpless  and  the  indigent.  The  ConreiitioD  soon 
responded  to  his  appeal,  and  appointed  a  comniit* 
tee  to  effect  these  purposes  in  the  most  buDnane 
aud  expeditious  manner. 

A  gallant  little  exploit  at  this  Juncture,  gave  a 
fiHip  to  the  spirits  of  the  comniunitv.  Two  of 
the  fire-ships  recently  constructed,  went  up  liie 
Hudson  to  attempt  the  destruction  of  the  ships 
which  had  so  long  been  domineering  over  its  wa- 
ters. One  succeeded  in  grappling  tlie  Phoenix, 
and  would  soon  have  set  her  in  Hames,  but  in 
the  darkness  got  to  leeward,  and  was  cast  loose 
without  effecting  any  damage.  The  otl>er,  in  mak- 
ing for  the  Rose,  fell  foul  of  one  of  the  tenders, 
grappled  and  burnt  her.  The  enterprise  was 
conducted  with  spirit,  and  though  it  foiled  of  its 
main  otgect,  had  an  important  effect.  The  com- 
manders of  the  ships  determined  to  abandon  those 
waters,  where  their  bonis  were  fired  upon  by  the 
very  yeomanry  whenever  they  attempted  to  land ; 
and  where  their  ships  were  in  danger  from  mid- 
night incendiaries,  while  riding  at  anchor.  Taking 
advantage  of  a  brisk  wind,  and  favoring  tide,  they 
made  all  sail  early  on  the  morning  of  ihe  18th  of 
August,  and  stood  down  the  river,  keeping  close 
under  (he  eastern  shore,  where  they  supposed  thu 
guns  from  Mount  Washington  could  not  be  brought 
to  bear  upon  them.  Notwithstanding  this  precau- 
tion, the  Pkaitix  was  thrice  hulled  by  shots  from 
the  (brt,  and  one  of  the  tenders  once.     The  Rose, 
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nliKi,  was  hulleil  once  by  a  shot  from  Biirdett's 
Ferry.  The  men  on  board  were  kept  close,  lo 
avoid  being  picked  off  by  a  pnrty  of  riflemea 
posted  ou  ibe  rivfir  bank.  The  sliips  fired  grape- 
ahot  as  tbey  passed,  but  without  elT^ctiug  any 
injury.  Uiifortunntely,  a  paasnge  had  been  left 
open  in  the  obstructions  on  which  General  Pntnam 
bad  calculateil  eo  sanguinely ;  it  wiis  lo  have  been 
closed  in  the  course  of  a  day  or  two.  Tlirough 
this  they  ruuIg  their  wny,  guided  by  a  deserter ; 
which  alone,  in  Putnam's  opinion,  saved  them  from 
being  cbtcked  ii)  their  career,  and  utterly  de-' 
atroyed  by  the  butteries. 


-w 


CHAPTEB  XXXJ. 


|IIK  inofemttit»  of  ihe  Briilsh  fleet,  aod 
■if  liiB  cnrop  on  Slateti  Isbutd,  gave  signs 
of  a  meclitaied  attack  ;  Imi,  as  the  nature 
of  ittal  attack  was  ancertBin,  Washington  was 
ubiigod  to  retain  the  grenter  part  of  hia  troops  id 
tha  cil/  for  it^  defense,  holding  them  ready,  honr- 
Bver,  to  be  trHiMferred  to  any  point  in  the  vicinity. 
GenerHl  Mifllln.  with  about  five  hundred  of  the 
PeiiTioylVHiiia  trcKips,  of  Colonela  Shee  and  Us- 
gaw's  regimento,  were  nt  King's  Bridge,  ready  to 
aid  at  n  tnoniuiit'H  notice.  "  They  are  the  beat  dts- 
dplined  of  any  troops  that  I  have  yet  seen  la  the 
armyi"  said  Gunornl  IWth,  who  had  just  reviewed 
thcin.  Ginienil  George  Cliuton  was  nt  that  post, 
witli  aboat  fuurleeii  hundred  of  his  yeomanry  of 
the  Hudson.  As  the  Phamix  and  Roie  had  ex- 
plored the  shnrtis,  and  taken  the  soundings  as  far 
M  they  Iind  gone  up  the  liver.  General  Heath 
thought  Howe  inlgUt  attempt  an  allnck  somewhere 
above  King's  Biidge,  rather  than  in  llie  face  of 
Ihe  many  and  stmng  works  erected  iu  and  arooDil 
ibo  cily.  "  Should  Ins  incliuaiion  le«d  htm  this 
way."  addv  he.  "  nature  has  done  much  for  us,  and 
wc  shnll,  as  fast  as  possible,  )tdd  the  etreugtb  of 


DEFENSES   ON  LONG   ISLAND. 
ttrl.     We  ave  pushing  niir  works  with  grcnt  di!i- 

Reports  from  different  quarters,  gave  WhsL- 
ingion  roKSon  to  apprehenil  lliftt  the  ilecign.  nf  the 
eneinj"  might  be  to  laiul  purl  of  iheir  furce  on 
Long  Island,  and  endeavor  lo  get  possession  of 
the  heights  of  Brooklyn,  whiuh  overlooked  New- 
York ;  while  another  part  slioiilil  land  above  the 
city,  as  General  Heath  suggested.  Thus,  various 
disconnected  paints,  distant  from  enoii  other,  and 
a  great  extent  of  intervening  country,  had  lo  be 
defended  by  raw  troops,  against  a  superior  foroe, 
well  disciplined,  and  possessed  of  every  facility  for 
operating  by  land  and  water. 

Genera!  Greene,  with  a  considerable  force,  was 
stationed  at  Brooklyn.  He  had  acquainled  him- 
self with  all  the  localities  of  the  island,  from  Hell 
Gate  to  the  Narrows,  and  made  his  plan  of  de- 
fense accordingly.  His  troops  were  diligently  oc- 
cupied in  works  which  he  laid  out,  about  i 


)klyn,  and  facing  the  in- 
a  land  attack  might  be 


ly  opposite    lo    New 
ily  called  the    East 


beyond  the  village  of  Brt 
terior  of  the  island,  whi 
attempted. 

Brooklyn  was    imm 
York.     The    Sound, 

River,  in  that  place  about  three-quarters  of  a 
in  width,  swept  its  rapid  tides  between  ihem. 
The  village  stood  on  a  kind  of  peninsnhi,  formed 
by  the  deep  inlets  of  Wallnbout  Hay  on  (he  north, 
and  Gowanus  Cove  on  the  south.  A  line  of  in- 
trenchmenls  and  strong  redoubts  extemleil  across 
the  ueck  of  the  peninsula,  from  the  liny  In  a 
1  Hvath  to  WuhiogtoK,  Aug.  IT-IS. 
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by  Brigadkr-general  Willi«m  LiviiigsioH,  of  New 
Jeraey.  Moveaitints  of  Ilie  eneinj'  un  SlHten  \A- 
niid  hiid  been  seen  from  lijs  cnmp.  He  bad  Heiit 
over  R  spy  »t  midnight,  wlio  brouglil  bank  llie  fol- 
lowing iiilt^lligenc&  Tweuty  lliousnuil  men  bad 
erabarkuil  in  make  nn  tittack  on  Long  Islnud,  and 
up  the  lludsou.  Firteen  Ibousund  remHined  on 
8[!iteii  Islnml,  lo  nttuck  Berj-eu  Poinl.  Eliziibeth- 
liiiTn  Point,  acid  Amboy.  The  «py  declared  that 
he  hud  heard  orders  read,  and  the  i»QverBBtion  of 
tlie  generals.  "  They  appear  very  determined," 
atlded  he,  -■  and  vrill  put  all  to  tiie  sword  ! " 

Washington  sent  u  copy  of  the  letter  to  the  New 
York  Convenliou.  On  the  following  morning 
(August  22d)  the  enemy  appeared  to  be  carrying 
their  plans  i[ito  oxecntion.  The  reports  of  oan- 
iion  and  musketry  were  heard  from  Liong  Island, 
uiid  coluniiia  of  .smoke  were  descried  rining  above 
the  groves  and  orchards  al  a  distance.  The  city, 
ua  uauaL  was  alarmed,  and  had  reason  lo  be  so ; 
for  word  soon  came  iliat  several  tbou!>itnd  men, 
with  artillery  and  light  horse,  were  landed  at 
GruTesend ;  and  that  Colonel  Hand,  slalioned 
there  with  the  Pennsylvania  rifle  regiment,  had 
retreated  to  the  lines.  Betting  tire  to  Blm^ka  of 
wheat,  and  other  arlicle»i,  to  keep  tliein  from  fall- 
ing into  the  enemy's  liands. 

Wasliington  apprehended  an  attempt  of  the  foe 
by  a  forced  rnarch,  to  surprise  the  lines  at  Brook- 
lyn. He  immediately  sent  over  a  reinforcemeut 
of  six  battalions.  It  was  all  Ilml  he  could  spare, 
as  with  the  next  tide  the  ships  might  bring  up  the 
residue  of  the  army,  and  nllnck  ihe  city.     Five 
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liatlulioiis  mure,  liowever,  were  ordei'ed  lo  l>e 
ready  as  n  iijiurorcetneiil,  if  required.  "  Be  cool, 
but  detemiiDed,"  was  ihe  exhorltttjao  given  lo 
(he  dtspHrliiig  troop:*.  "  1X>  not  6re  Ht  a  distnnce, 
bill  wail  llie  comiimiids  of  yonr  officers.  It  is  the 
yenenil's  express  orders,  ilmt  ifauy  man  Htlempt 
to  skulk,  lie  down,  tir  retreat  wiiliout  orders,  lie 
be  iiistutiily  abut  dowu  for  an  example." 

Ill  judtiue  to  tlie  poor  fellovrs,  ino.it  of  wbom 
were  going  for  tbe  first  time  ua  a  service  of  life 
and  Ue»th,  Wnahiugtuii  obaervea,  that  "  they  went 
tiff  ill  high  Bpirila,"  and  tbat  tbe  whole  capable  of 
duty  evinced  the  same  cheerfulness.' 

Nine  ibousand  of  llie  enemy  had  landed,  with 
furty  pieces  uf  coniiou.  Sii'  Henry  Clinton  had 
the  chief  command,  and  led  the  first  division. 
Ilia  iisaociate  offlcera  were  the  EKrla  of  Comwal- 
lid  and  Percy,  General  Grant,  and  General  Sir 
William  Erskiiie.  Aa  their  boats  approached  the 
shore  Colonel  Hand,  slaiioned,  as  has  been  said, 
ill  ibe  neighborhood  wiih  his  rifie  regiment,  re- 
treated to  tlie  chain  of  wooded  liill!>,  and  took  post 
on  n  height  couinauding  Ihe  centinl  road  leading 
from  Flatbusb.  The  enemy  having  liimled  wilh- 
out  opposition,  Lord  Com  wall  is  wa»  detached 
with  the  reserve  to  Flatbush,  while  the  rest  of 
the  army  extended  it;telf  from  the  furry  at  the 
Narrows  through  Utrecht  and  Gravesend  to  the 
village  of  Flatlund. 

Lord  Cornwiillia.  with  two  baitnliona  of  light- 
infnrilry,  Colonwl  Donop's  corps  of  Hessians,  and 
eix    fiuld'piecea,  advanced  rapidly  to  seize  upon 
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lh<!  central  pans  through  the  hills.  Ite  fouiitl 
HaDil  niid  liis  I'ifleinen  reaily  to  mvM.m  n  vigoruiiti 
defense.  This  broiif^ht  liim  to  a  huh,  Imtiiif,'  beun 
ordered  Hot  to  risk  an  atlflck  should  llio  [ihm  be 
occupied.  Ug  took  post  fur  tlio  uiglil,  thui'tilbre, 
in  the  villago  of  Flalbiisli. 

It  was  evidently  (he  aim  of  ihe  enemy  to  force 
the  lines  nt  Brooklyn,  and  got  posucsHlitti  of  the 
heights.  Should  they  succeeil,  New  York  would 
be  at  their  mercy.  The  panic  and  iWUvvaa  of  the 
inhftbiianra  went  on  increu§ing.  MohI  of  thotw 
who  could  afford  it,  had  already  n^tn'iveil  to  ihu 
country.  There  was  now  a  new  caiifw  of  terror. 
It  was  rumored  that,  shuiild  the  American  army 
rolreat  from  ihe  C4ly,  Irare  would  be  given  li>r  any 
one  to  set  it  on  fire.  The  New  York  (>>nveiiiioD 
appriiwd  WsBhinglou  of  tlii«  runior.  "  1  vaa  aa- 
■«re  joD,  gentlemen,"  write*  he  tit  ri'ply,  "  tbat 
ibis  r^iort  is  not  founded  on  liie  least  uulliority 
fixxn  me.  On  the  contrary.  I  am  n>  bctwtUe  of 
the  value  of  eudi  a  city,  and  tXx  comtequouoes  vf 
its  denruolkin  tu  many  worthy  citiuin*  and  their 
ffuniliee,  thai  iKiibiug  but  tlie  lufi  neiiegsity,  and 
llwt  each  tt»  would  juslity  me  to  the  wh'ile  world, 
would  induci;  me  U>  gire  urUen  lo  I^ut   purpose." 

In  tliiB  time  of  general  alarm.  bead-Kiuarters 
w«re  b^iofeid  by  ajiiilicanli'  lor  nafuguard  frt<iD 
the  impending  danger;  and  WHuhio^on  was  even 
beset  in  lus  walks  by  anj^licatiug  wumeu  with 
tbeir  children.  The  pAtrioiR  heart  tlirobbed  feel- 
tfigly  under  tiie  soldierV  belt  Nolbici):  cuuld  sur- 
pns  tfae  pAtieiice  and  benignant  sympathy  wi^ 
which  be  livicned  to  Ifaem.  nud  endeavored  to  allay 
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lliey  ijiilliLiI  forth  wbeuerer  iJkJT  fttami,  ti*!^ 
or  in  squutts,  prowliDg  ftbooi  and  iriag  ii|m«i  tiw 
enemy,  like  haniers  afier  gMiae. 

Much  uf  itats  Mrafl  uo  4luub(  a«^«i|;  i*  lb;  (h^- 
(racted  illocM  of  GeoeraJ  Gnate. 

Ou  reluming  to  the  aty,  thutibn,'\ 
gnve  ihe  comnuucl  tut  Lang  I'hwl  I 
Puliwni,  woraing  him,  lw«««<r,  la  ki»  IdMr  tt-  I 
iDstruciioiu,  lo  tDimiMMi  the  «fik 
enjoin  them  to  pat  ft  Mop  to  I 
which  Iw  had  ofaKfred  fimmg  Iht  Ifoofiik     UmM   i 
of  defense  were  i«  be  tarmei  n       ~    ' 
meiii,  aiHJ  works  o«  the  n 
Gavdj  were  lo  be  strntioaeA  tm  the  I 
brigadier  of  the  dajr    i 
that  urder*   wi 
lo  go  the  roands  and  rcpnrl  tbe  miowimi  of  ibo 
gnanls,  and  do  ooe  was  lo  paM  beyimid  Umi   Ituno 
witbont  a  »|ieda]  permil  in  arriliug,      Al  (be  aaw* 
time,  pMlitaa  and  Moating  [aul•l9^  nader  ptvpur  1 
frfBoeto,  and  with  tegular  luxtfU.  utgbt  aall;'  f'fA  | 
to  banM  the  euemj,  and   prercnt  lltetf  tmrrj'u^ 
off  ibe  bono  ukd  cslile  of  the  oniiuli7   |<uof)iie. 

E«pccul  allentioo  was  »Dvd  (o  tLe  wuuikd 
bilb  iMweeo  tbe  woHu  and  Uie  ««M;i»ra  laiMtii. 
Hh  |ii  iiri  ibtmigb  Ukhi  weie  lo  be  awMfMl  b^ 
afaalk.aBddefaKdedb7  ibebeM  inufa.  wbu  •iHMil^, 
•I all  faaBV^ preecat  ibe  approBcb  <d  iW  vwutttv . 
Tbe  aiEtift  bewg  tbe  kMt  laloeed  oi«d  eKH«riBw«>d. 
rV"  ■■«  tbe  mierior  works. 

Pt—  M  H—il  witb  ftbcMT  to  bi*  t»^  "^ 
KM  node  bapp*.'  wiitet  CuIomJ  Jtwd.  "W^i*^ 
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taiQing  leave  lo  go  over.  The  brave  old  man 
was  quite  cnieerablc  nt  being  kept  here." 

Id  the  mean  time,  ihe  enemy  were  augmonh'iig 
their  forcex  on  the  island.  Ttvo  brigades  of  Hes- 
sians, miller  Lieutenant-general  De  Heister,  were 
tran»rerre<l  from  the  camp  on  Staten  Island  oD 
the  25th.  This  movement  tlid  ooi  escape  the 
vigilant  eye  of  Washington.  By  the  aid  of  his 
telescope,  he  had  noticed  that  from  time  lo  time 
tents  were  strucic  on  Stalen  Island,  and  poriioos 
of  the  encampment  broken  up ;  while  ship  after 
ship  weighed  anchor,  and  dropped  down  to  the 
Narrows. 

He  now  concluded  that  the  enemy  were  about 
to  make  a  push  with  their  main  force  for  the  pos- 
session of  Brooklyn  Heights.  He  accordingly 
sent  over  additional  reiiirorcemeiits,  ami  among 
*  them  Colonel  John  Haslet's  well  equipped  and 
well  disciplined  Delaware  regiment ;  which  was 
joined  to  Lord  Stirling's  brigade,  chiefly  compoaed 
of  Southern  troops,  and  stationed  onlside  of  the 
linos.  These  were  troops  which  Waahiuglon  re- 
garded with  peculiar  satisfaction,  on  account  of 
their  soldier-like  appearnnce  and  discipline. 

On  the  29th,  lie  crossed  over  to  Brooklyn,  ac- 
companied by  Reed,  the  udjutanl-general.  There 
was  much  movement  among  the  enemy's  troops, 
and  their  number  was  evidently  augmented.  In 
fact,  General  De  Heisler  had  reached  Flatbiish 
with  his  Hessians,  and  taken  command  of  the 
centre ;  whereupon  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  with  the 
right  wing,  drew  off  to  Flailands,  in  a  diagonal 
line  to  the  right  of  De    Hebter,  while  the  left 
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wing,  comninnded  by  General  Gntot,  extended  to 
ihe  place  of  liindiiig  on  GrHvesend  Bay. 

Washmgton  remained  all  day,  aiding  General 
Futtiam  with  his  couiiselo,  who,  new  to  the  com- 
inand,  had  ddi  been  able  lo  make  himself  well 
acquainted  wilh  the  fortified  posts  beyond  the  linesi 
In  the  eveniug  Washington  returned  to  the  city, 
full  of  anxious  tliought.  A  general  attack  was 
evidently  at  hand.  Where  would  it  be  made  ? 
How  would  his  inexperienced  troops  stand  the  en- 
counter ?  What  would  be  the  defense  of  the  city 
if  assailed  by  the  uhlpa  ?  It  was  a  night  of  in- 
tense Bolicitude,  and  well  might  it  be  ;  for  during 
that  night  a  plan  was  carried  into  effect,  fraught 
with  disaster  to  the  Americans. 

The  plan  lo  which  we  allude  waa  concerted 
by  General  Howe,  the  commander-in-chief.  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  with  the  van-guiird,  composed  of 
the  clioicest  troops,  was  by  a  circuitous  march  iti 
the  oight,  to  throw  himself  into  the  road  leading 
from  Juraaica  to  Bedford,  seize  upon  a  pass 
through  the  Bedford  Hills,  within  three  miles 
of  that  village,  and  thus  turn  the  left  of  the 
American  advanced  posts.  It  was  preparatory 
to  this  nocturnal  march,  that  Sir  Henry  during 
the  day  had  fallen  back  with  his  troops  from 
Flatbush  to  Fkllands,  aud  caused  that  stir  and 
movement  which  had  attracted  the  notice  of 
Washington. 

To  divert  the  attention  of  the  Americans  from 
this  stealthy  march  on  their  left.  General  Grant 
was  to  menace  their  right  flank  toward  Gravea- 
end  before  daybreak,  aud  General  De  Heiater  lo 
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cnnnDimilQ  tlieir  centre,  where  Oilonel  Hand  was 
Elutioned.  Neither,  hon-ijver,  wa.?  lo  press  au  at- 
tack until  the  gaus  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton  should 
give  notice  that  he  had  eSiiCieil  liis  purpose,  and 
turned  the  lefl  flanlc  of  the  Americans ;  then  the 
Utter  were  to  be  assailed  at  all  poinia  with  the 
uimosi  rigor. 

About  nine  o'clocli  ia  the  efening  of  tiie  26ih, 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  iiegan  liis  march  from  Flat- 
lande  with  the  van-guard,  composed  of  light  in- 
fantry. Lord  Percy  followeil  trilb  the  grenadiers, 
artillery,  and  ligiit  dragooiw,  forming  the  conire. 
Lord  Cornwnllia  brought  up  the  rear-guard  with 
the  heavy  ordnance.  General  Howe  nccompaiiieil 
tliid  division. 

It  was  a  silent  march,  without  beat  of  drum  or 
sounil  of  trumpet,  under  guidance  of  a  Long  Isl- 
and tory,  along  by-roads  traversing  a  swamp  by 
a  narrow  causeway,  and  so  across  the  country  to 
the  Jamaica  road.  About  two  houra  before  day- 
break, they  arrived  within  half  a  mile  of  the  pass 
through  the  Bedford  Hills,  and  halted  to  prepare 
for  an  attack.  At  this  juncture  they  captured  an 
American  patrol,  and  learnt,  to  their  surprise,  that 
the  Bedford  pass  was  unoccupied,  lu  fael,  the 
whole  road  l>eyond  Bedford,  leading  to  Jamaica, 
was  left  unguarded,  excepting  by  some  light  vol- 
unteer troops.  Colonels  Williams  and  Miles,  who 
were  stationed  to  the  left  of  Colonel  Hand,  among 
the  wooded  hills,  had  been  instructed  to  send  out 
parties  occasionally  to  patrol  t!ie  road,  but  no 
troops  had  been  stationed  at  the  Bedford  pass. 
The  road  and  pass  may  not  have  been  included 
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a  sunrlet  aiiil  buff,  who  had  ouUtlioDe, 
iu  camp,  their  yeoman  fellow-soldiera  in  home- 
Bpun.  Thej  turned  out  with  great  alacrity,  and 
Stirling  pushed  forward  with  llieni  on  the  road 
toward  (lie  Nnirows.  By  the  lime  lie  had  paseed 
Gowanud  Cove,  daylight  began  to  Mppear.  Here, 
ou  a  rising  ground,  he  met  Colonel  Atlee  with 
liis  Pennsylvania  provinciala,  and  learned  that 
the  enemy  were  near.  Indeed,  their  front  began 
to  appear  iu  the  uncertain  twilight.  Stirling 
ordered  Atlee  to  place  himself  in  ambush  iu  an 
orcbard  on  the  lef\  of  tlie  road,  and  await  their 
coming  up,  while  he  formed  the  Delaware  and 
Maryland  rtjgiments  along  a  ridge  from  the  road, 
up  lo  a  piece  of  woods  on  the  top  of  the  liill. 

Atlee  gave  the  enemy  two  or  three  volleys  aa 
they  approached,  and  then  retreated  and  formed 
in  the  wood  on  Lord  Stirling's  led.  By  this  time 
kia  lordship  was  reinforced  by  Kichlicie'e  riflemen, 
part  of  whom  he  placed  along  a  hedge  at  the  foot 
of  the  hill,  and  part  in  front  of  the  wood.  Gen- 
eral Grant  threw  his  light  troops  in  the  advance, 
and  poated  them  in  an  orchard  and  behind  hedges, 
extending  in  front  of  the  Americans,  and  about 
one  hundred  and  RAy  yards  distant. 

It  was  now  broad  daylight.  A  rallling  fire 
commenced  between  ilie  Britisli  light  troops  and 
the  American  riflemen,  which  coutinned  for  about 
two  hours,  when  the  former  retired  lo  their  main 
body.  In  the  mean  time,  Stirling's  posiUon  had 
been  atrengtlieneil  by  the  arrival  of  CapUiin  Car- 
penter with  two  field-pieces.  These  were  placed 
on  the  aide  of  the  hilt,  so  as  lo  commaiid  the 
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ro:iil  and  the  nppfoacli  for  some  huudred  ^arda. 
General  Gram,  likewise,  brought  up  IiIb  artillery 
within  three  hundred  yards,  aud  formed  his  brig- 
ttdes  on  opposite  hills,  about  six  hundred  yards 
dislanl.  Tliere  was  occaaioiml  cannonading  on 
both  aides,  but  neither  party  sought  a  general 

Lord  Stirling's  object  was  merely  to  bold  the 
enemy  in  check ;  and  the  instructions  of  General 
Grant,  as  we  have  shown,  were  not  to  press  an 
attack  until  aware  that  Sir  Henry  Clinton  was 
on  the  left  flank  of  the  Americans. 

During  thia  time,  De  Hei.iier  had  commenced 
hb  part  of  the  plan  by  opening  a  cannonade  from 
bis  camp  at  Fkthush,  upon  the  redoubt,  at  the 
pass  of  the  wooded  hills,  where  Hand  aud  his 
riilemeu  were  stationed.  On  hearing  this  Gen- 
eral Sullivan,  who  was  within  the  lines,  rode 
forth  to  Colonel  Hand's  post  to  reconnoiler.  De 
Heister,  however,  according  to  the  plan  of  opera- 
tions, did  not  advance  from  Flatbush,  but  kept  up 
K  brisk  tire  from  his  artillery  on  the  re<loubt  in 
front  of  the  pass,  which  replied  as  briskly.  At 
the  same  time,  a  cannonade  from  a  Itrilish  ship 
upon  the  battery  at  Red  Hook,  contributed  to 
distract  the  attention  of  Ihe  Americans. 

In  the  mean  time  terror  reigned  in  New 'York. 
The  volleying  of  musketry  and  the  booming  of 
cannon  at  early  dawu,  had  told  of  Ihe  fighting 
that  had  commenced.  As  the  morning  advanced, 
and  platoon  firing  nnd  the  occasional  discharge  of 
a  field-piece  were  heard  in  different  directions, 
the   (error  increased.     Washington  was  still  iu 
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iloulit  nlitillier  lliiB  was  but  n  part  of  n  general 
attnck,  ill  which  Ihe  city  wns  to  be  included. 
Five  ships  at  the  line  were  endcnvoring  to  beat 
up  llie  buy.  Were  they  to  catinonnde  liie  city, 
or  Id  IrikI  troop»  Above  it  ?  Fortunnt^ly,  ft  strong 
head-wind  baffled  all  iheir  efforts ;  but  one  vessel 
of  inferior  force  ^ot  np  fnr  enough  lo  open  (he 
fire  iilrendy  mentioned  upon  llie  fort  Ht  Red 
Hook. 

Seeing  no  likelihood  of  an  immediate  attack 
upon  the  city,  Washington  liastened  otbf  lo 
Brooklyn  in  his  barge,  and  gnlloped  up  to  the 
works.  He  arrived  there  in  lime  to  witness  the 
catastrophe  for  which  nil  the  movements  of  the 
enemy  hnd  been  concerted. 

The  thundering  of  artillery  in  the  direction  of 
Bedford,  had  given  notice  that  Sir  Henry  bad 
turned  the  left  of  the  Amerieans.  De  Heister 
iminediutely  ordered  Colonel  Count  Duiiop  to  ad- 
vance with  bis  Hessinn  regiment,  nnd  «iorm  (lie 
redoubt,  while  he  followed  with  bin  whole  di- 
vision. SiiltivRu  did  not  remain  to  defend  the 
redoubt.  Sir  Henry's  cannon  bad  oppn.-ted  bim 
of  the  fHlal  Inilh,  that  his  flank  was  tiiruttd,  and 
he  in  danger  of  being  surrounded.  He  ordered 
n  retreat  to  the  lines,  but  it  was  already  too  Inte. 
Scarce  had  he  descended  from  the  height,  Rn<l 
emerged  into  the  plain,  when  he  was  met  by  the 
British  ligbt-infantry,  and  dragoons,  and  driven 
back  into  Ihe  woods.  By  this  time  De  Heister 
und  his  Hessians  had  come  up,  and  now  com- 
menced a  scene  of  confusion,  consternation,  and 
slaughter,  in  which    the  troops   under  WUIiHtns 
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Bud  Miles  were  involveil.  Heinnie'I  in  and  en- 
trapped between  the  British  sml  H^H'iHriH,  smi 
driven  fmni  one  to  tlie  other,  ihe  Americans 
fouglit  for  R  lime  bravely,  or  rather  desperately. 
Some  were  cut  down  and  trampled  by  the  cav- 
alry, others  bayoneted  wiiboiit  mercy  by  the 
Hessians.  Some  rallied  in  {rrotips,  and  made  a 
brief  slnnd  wiih  their  rifles  from  rocks  or  behind 
trees.  Tbe  whole  prm  whh  a  scene  of  carnage, 
rcBoiinding  with  (he  cln^b  of  arms,  the  trump  of 
horses,  the  volleying  of  fire-arma  and  ihe  cries  of 
the  combntanl?,  with  now  and  ihen  the  dreary 
braying  of  the  irompet.  We  give  the  words  of 
one  who  mingled  in  the  Ughl,  and  whom  we  have 
heard  speak  wiih  horror  of  the  sanguinary  fiiry 
with  which  the  Hessians  plied  the  bayonet.  At 
length  some  of  the  Americans,  by  a  desperate 
eSurt,  cnt  their  way  through  llie  ho^t  of  foes,  and 
effected  n  retreat  to  the  lines,  fighting  as  they 
went.  Others  look  refuge  among  the  woods  and 
fastnesses  of  the  hills,  but  a  great  part  were 
either  killed  or  Inken  prisoners.  Among  the  lat- 
ter was  General  Sullivan. 

Wasliinglon,  ns  we  have  observed,  arrived  in 
time  to  witness  this  catastrophe,  but  was  nnable 
to  prevent  it.  He  had  hearii  llie  din  of  the  bat- 
tle in  the  woorls,  and  seen  the  smoke  rising  from 
among  the  trees;  but  n  deep  column  of  the  enemy 
was  descending  from  ihe  hills  on  the  lefl ;  his 
choicest  troops  were  all  in  action,  and  he  had 
none  but  militia  to  man  (he  work».  His  solici- 
tude WHS  now  awakened  for  the  safuly  of  I.ord 
Stirling  and    his   corps,   who   had   been   all   the 
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momiug  exchanging  cannonades  with  Geuernl 
Ornnl.  The  forbearance  of  the  Inlter  Id  not 
advHucing,  though  eo  superior  in  force,  had  been 
misinterpreled  by  the  Americaas,  According  lo 
Ckilonel  Hiislel's  a  (ate  men  I,  the  Delawaree  and 
Marylondere,  dmwn  up  on  the  side  of  the  hill, 
"stood  upwnrds  of  four  bours,  with  a  Srm  and 
determined  countenance,  in  close  arra^,  their  col- 
ors flying,  the  enemy's  artillery  pbiying  on  them 
all  the  while,  not  daring  to  advance  and  attack 
them,  though  sis  limes  their  number,  and  nearly 
surrounding  them."  ' 

Wasliingloo  saw  the  danger  to  which  theae 
bravB  fellows  were  exposed,  though  tliey  could 
not.  Stationed  on  a  hill  nithiu  the  lines,  he 
commanded,  with  his  telescope,  a  view  of  the 
whole  iield,  and  eaw  the  enemy's  reserve,  under 
Cornwallis,  marching  dawn  by  a  cross  road  to  get 
in  their  rear,  and  thus  place  them  between  two 
fires.     With  breathless  anxicly  he  watched  the 

Tlie  sound  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  cannon  ap- 
prised Slirling  that  the  enemy  was  between  him 
and  the  linen.  General  Grant,  too,  aware  that 
the  lime  liud  come  for  earnest  actio:i,  was  closing 
up,  and  had  already  taken  Colonel  Atlee  prisoner. 
His  lordship  now  thought  to  elTect  a  circuitous 
retreat  to  the  lines,  by  crossing  the  creek  wlilch 
empties  into  Gowanus  Cove,  near  what  was  called 
tlie  Yellow  Mills.  There  was  a  bridge  and  mill- 
dam,  and  the  creek  might  be  forded  nt  low  water, 
but  no  time  was  to  be  lost,  for  the  tide  was  ris- 
ing. 

1  ALlee  Id  Calone]  Kodnoy.     Sparks,  iv.  SIS. 
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Lenviiig  part  of  his  men  to  keep  fnce  lowardg 
General  Grant,  Stirling  advanced  with  Die  rest 
to  pass  the  creek,  but  was  suddenly  cliecked  by 
the  appearance  of  Cornwnllia  and  his  greuadiers. 

Waabington,  and  some  of  his  officers  on  the 
hill,  who  watched  every  movement,  had  Hiipposed 
that  Stirling  and  his  troops,  tindiiig  ibe  case  des- 
perate, would  surrender  in  a  body,  without  fir- 
ing. On  the  contrary  his  lordship  boldly  attacked 
Comwnllis  with  half  of  Smallwood's  battalion, 
whDe  the  rest  of  his  troops  retreated  across  the 
creek.  Washington  wrung  liis  hands  in  agony 
at  the  flight.  "  Good  God  !  "  cried  he,  "  what 
brave  fellows  I  must  this  day  lose  1  " ' 

It  was,  indeed,  a  desperate  light ;  and  now 
Smallwiwd's  macaronis  showed  their  game  spirit. 
They  were  repealedly  broken,  but  as  often  rallied, 
and  renewed  the  fight.  "  We  were  on  the  point 
of  driving  Lord  Comwallis  from  his  station," 
wriles  Loi'd  Stirling,  "  but  large  rein  force  me  nta 
arriving,  rendered  it  impossible  to  do  more  than 
provide  for  safety." 

■'  Being  thus  surrounded,  and  no  probability  of 
a  reinforcement,"  wriles  a  Mnryliind  officer,  "  his 
lordship  ordered  me  to  retreat  with  the  remaining 
part  of  our  men,  and  force  our  way  to  our  camp. 
We  soon  fell  in  with  a  party  of  the  enemy,  who 
clubbed  their  firelocks,  and  waved  their  hats  to  us 
as  if  they  meant  to  surrender  as  prisoners;  but 
on  our  advancing  within  sixty  yards,  they  pre- 
sented their  pieces  and  Bred,  which  we  relumed 


34d 


LIFE  OF   WASHINGTON. 


with  BO  much  wartutli  that  tliey  soon  quitted 
tbeir  post,  and  relirtiil  to  h  large  body  thnt  was 
lying  in  ambuscade."  ^ 

The  eiietny  rallied,  and  returned  to  the  combnl 
with  additionnl  force.  Only  five  compHniea  of 
Smollwixid'a  battalion  were  now  in  nciion.  There 
was  a  wartn  and  close  engagement  for  nearly  ten 
minntea.  The  struggle  become  desperate  on  the 
part  of  the  AmericnnB.  Brokea  and  disordered, 
they  rallied  i[i  n  piece  of  wooda,  and  made  a  sec- 
ond attack.  They  were  again  overpowered  with 
numbers.  Some  were  eurrouuded  and  bayoneted 
in  a  Reld  of  Indian  com  ;  others  joined  iheir  com- 
rades who  were  relreating  across  a  mnrab.  Lonl 
Stirling  liud  encouraged  and  animaled  bis  young 
sokliera  by  his  voice  and  example,  but  when  all 
wa-s  lost,  he  sought  out  General  De  Heister,  and 
surrendereil  himself  as  bis  prisoiier. 

Uore  than  two  hundred  and  fifiy  brave  fellows, 
most  of  them  of  Smallwood'a  regimeni,  perished  in 
this  deadly  struggle,  within  sight  of  the  lines  of 
Brooklyn.  That  part  of  the  Delaware  troops 
who  hod  lirst  crossed  (he  creek  and  swamp,  mada 
good  their  retreat  to  the  lines  with  a  triiliug  loss, 
aud  entered  the  camp  covered  with  mud  and 
drenched  with  water,  but  bringing  with  them 
twenty-three  prisoners,  aud  their  standard  tattered 
by  grape-shot. 

The  enemy  now  concentrated  their  forces  with- 
in a  few  hundred  yards  of  the  redoiihta.  Tlie 
grenadiers  were  within  musket  shot,    WHsliinglOii 

1  I^etter  ftum  n  Msij-Under.  Am.  Archim,  5th  Setice,  L 
1SS9. 


lU  pMMM  litTDogb  ibe  wooded  Idlb  hio  wedUr 
fifftMcd  Mid  gnjuiled  ;  bivI  etp^cuJlj  in  negkcC- 
bg  Iha  MiMm  ruul,  hj  which  Sir  Ucnij  CUnUn 
galin  tba  rtar  or  ihe  advanced  troopa,  cut  limn 
ntf  from  Ibe  linev,  and  aubjeded  Ibnn  lo  «  croM 
Are  fff  Ilia  own  men  kod  De  Heister's  HeauaiiB. 

Thi*  HtiUi  Had  Uial  ncbeoM  of  Ibe  enenij  raiglit 
ban  Imw(i  lliwnrud,  Imd  ibe  umj  been  provided 
'  »  (nxjpt  0 
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WUli  ibeKe  lo  »coiir  the  roads  tuid  bring 


lutoIliHeiico,  (be  night  nurch  of  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
tuii,  to  ili»ci*iTo  of  the  forlunes  of  the  A»y,  ooald 
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hardly  have  failed  lo  be  discovered  and  reported. 
The  CoDiieclicut  horsemen,  tberefure,  ridiuuleJ  by 
the  Southeraera  for  their  homely  e<iutpnieiit8, 
sneered  at  aa  useless,  and  dismiased  fur  standing 
on  their  digaitj  and  privileges  as  troo[icrA,  might, 
if  retaiued,  have  saved  the  army  from  being  aiir- 
prised  and  severed,  its  advanced  gunrds  routed, 
and  those  very  Southern  troops  cut  up,  cnplured, 
aoA  almoet  annihilated. 


CHAPTEK  XXXn. 

Tb«  RdFut  froiD  Long  laUnd^ 


iiiglit   after  the  battle  n 

iilmoaC  sleepless  ouc  lu 
IB.  Fatigued,  dispirited,  many  of 
them  sick  iiiid  wounded,  yet  the;  were,  for  the 
most  part,  witliout  teut  ur  other  shelter.  To 
Wushingiun  it  was  a  night  at  anxious  vigil. 
Everything  boiled  a  close  and  deadly  couflicl. 
The  enemy  bnd  pitched  ft  number  of  tentx  about 
a  roile  diglaiit.  Their  sentries  were  but  a  quar- 
ter of  a  tnile  ofF,  and  close  to  the  American  sea- 
triee.  At  four  o'cloek  in  the  montiiig,  Wnahington 
went  the  rouiiil  of  the  irorks,  to  nee  ihnt  all  was 
right,  aiid  to  speak  words  of  encouragemeDt.  The 
"  motming  broke  lowering  oikI  dreary.  Large  en- 
campments were  gradually  descrieit ;  lo  appear- 
ance, the  enemy  were  twenty  thoii.°Hiid  strong: 
As  the  day  ailvanceil,  tlieir  ordnance  began  to 
play  upon  the  works.  They  were  pro^editig 
lo  intrench  themselves,  but  were  driven  Into  their 
tents  by  a  drenching  rain. 

Early  in  the  morning  General  Sfilllin  arrived 
ill  cnmp,  with  part  of  the  troops  which  had  been 
fltalioncil  Ht  Fort  Wiuhingliin  and  Kin;:'s  Bridge. 
He  brought  with  htm  Shoe's  prime  Ptiiladelpbia 
regiment,  and  Mogaw's  Petmsylvania   regiment, 
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botb  well  disciplined  and  oUicered.  and  nccus- 
toroed  to  act  together.  They  were  eo  mucli  re- 
duced in  number,  however,  by  sickness,  ihttl  they 
did  not  amount  in  [he  whole,  to  more  than  eight 
hundred  men.  With  Mifflin  came  a]»o  Colooel 
Glover's  Stassachnsetia  regiment,  composed  cijielly 
of  Marblehead  fishermen  anil  sailors,  hardy,  adroit, 
and  weather-proof;  Irimly  clad  in  bluejackets  and 
troweere.  The  detachment  numbered,  in  the 
whole,  about  thirteen  hundred  men,  all  fresh  and 
fall  of  spirils.  Every  eye  brightened  as  they 
marched  briskly  along  ihe  Hoe  wiih  ateri  step  and 
dieeiy  aspecL  They  were  posted  at  the  left  ex- 
Iremitj  of  the  intrenchmenls  towards  the  Walla* 
booL 

Then  were  skirmishes  Ihrougboal  the  day,  be- 
lauji  ibe  riflemen  on  the  advanced  posts  and  the 
Brilisli  "  in^uUn,"  which  at  times  were  quite 
BPTEfe ;  IhiI  ho  decided  attack  was  attempted. 
"nM  naia  body  of  ibe  enemy  kept  within  their 
leak  BDiO  tlae  latter  part  of  the  day ;  wlien  they 
begM  to  bcieak  graand  at  aboni  fire  hundred 
janla  diuanee  Enm  the  wmia,  as  if  prtparittg  to 
ORj  Uma  by  regular  approacbes. 

Cbi  tbe  29lh,  there  was  >  dense  fi^  over  tbe 
iriiad,  that  wrapped  everytbiBg  ia  mylery.  In 
tbe  eovM  of  tbe  Mardng,  Gowral  UiAia,  wHb 
A^abatfeaeral  Heed,  and  OAouA  Gnyson  of 
fM^mia,  tMe  of  WasUagian'*  aidea-de-eaoip,  rude 
10  Ibe  weMen  otpeil*,  in  ibe  De^bborbeed  of 
IM  Hnefc.  WUIe  ibc7  wen  tbcic,  a  Q^ 
bratse  B6cd  tbe  fag  bom  a  part  of  ibe  Sew 
Tevfc  B^,  Msd  rvTtakd  Ibe  BriMb  •bi^e  «  Cbdr 
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iiijt^ljorage  opposite  Rmieu  Islaixl.  There  ap- 
peared lo  be  an  uiiusutd  bu'tle  nraong  llieni. 
Bouts  were  pap^ing  to  Rnd  from  (he  niimirars 
nhip,  RS  if  Bceking  or  cnrrj'ing  orders.  Some 
movement  was  apparently  in  agiiatioii.  The  idea 
occurred  to  the  reconiioilering  pnrty  ihnt  the  Heet 
wfts  preparing,  Bhould  the  wind  hold  and  Ihe  fog 
i^lear  away,  lo  eome  up  ihe  bny  at  the  turn  of 
tbe  tide,  silence  the  feeble  baiieries  at  Ked  Hook 
and  the  ciiy.  and  anchor  in  the  Enal  River.  In 
that  case  the  army  on  Long  Inland  would  be 
compleiely  suiToaiided  and  entrapped. 

Alarmed  at  ibis  perilous  probability,  they 
spurred  back  to  bend -quarters,  to  urge  the  imme- 
diate withdrawn!  of  the  army.  As  tliis  might 
not  be  Rceoplable  advice,  Reed,  emboldened  by 
bis  intimacy  with  the  commander-iD-chief  under- 
took 10  give  it.  Washington  instantly  summoned 
a  council  of  war.  The  difficulty  was  idready  ap- 
parent, at  guarding  such  extensive  works  witli 
troops  fatigued  and  dispiriied,  and  exposed  to  the 
inclemencies  of  the  weather.  Other  dangers  now 
presented  themiielves.  Their  comtnuuicHtion  with 
New  York  might  he  cut  oB"  by  the  fleet  from 
below.  Other  ships  had  passed  round  I-ong  Isl- 
and, and  were  al  Flushing  Bay  on  the  SoumI, 
These  might  land  troopa  on  the  east  side  of  Har- 
lem River,  and  make  themselves  masters  of 
King's  Bridge;  that  key  of  Manhalian  Island. 
Tuking  all  these  things  into  consideration,  it  was 
resolved  to  cross  with  the  troops  to  the  city  that 
very  night. 

Never  did  retreat  require  greater  secrecy  inid 
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circunia|H'Clioii.  Nine  thousand  men,  willi  all  the 
inunitioDS  of  wiir,  were  lo  be  withdrawn  from 
before  u  victorioua  axvny,  sncnmped  bo  near  liinC 
every  stroke  of  spitde  and  piokaxe  fi-oin  their 
trendies  could  be  heard.  The  retreating  ln>op», 
moreover,  were  to  be  embarked  and  conveyed 
across  a  strait  three-quarters  of  a  mile  wide, 
swept  by  rapid  tidea.  The  least  alarm  of  their 
movement  wonld  bring  the  enemy  upon  them, 
aud  produce  n  terrible  scene  of  confusion  and 
carnage  at  the  place  of  embarkation. 

Waahingtou  made  I  he  preparatory  arrange- 
meuts  with  great  alertness,  yet  profound  secrecy. 
Verbal  oi'dera  were  sent  to  Colonel  Hnghea,  who 
acted  as  quartermasicr-geneiiU,  lo  impress  all 
water  craft,  large  aud  small,  frojn  Spyt  deu  Dui- 
-vel  ou  the  Hudson  round  to  Hell  Gate  on  the 
Sound,  and  have  them  on  llie  east  side  of  the  city 
by  evening.  The  order  was  issued  at  noon,  aud 
so  promptly  executed,  that,  although  some  of  the 
vessels  ha>l  lo  be  brought  a  distance  of  fifteen 
miles,  they  were  all  at  Bi'ooklyn  at  eight  o'clock 
in  the  evening,  and  put  under  the  management 
of  Colouul  Glover's  ampliibioua  Marblehead  regi- 

To  prepare  the  army  for  a  general  movement 
without  betraying  the  object,  orders  were  issued 
for  the  troops  to  hold  themselves  in  reitdineaa  tor 
a  night  ailack  upon  the  enemy.  The  orders 
caused  surprise,  for  the  poor  fellows  were  ex- 
hausted, and  their  arms  rendered  nearly  useless 
by  the  rain  ;  idl,  however,  prepared  to  obey ;  but 
several  made  nuncupative  wills,  of  is  customary 
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among  soldiers  on  tbe  eve  of  pudden  and  deadlj 
peri!. 

According  to  Washinglon's  plan  of  rctreai,  W 
keep  llie  enemy  from  discovering  the  withdrawHl 
of  tbe  Americnns  unlil  their  mnin  body  should 
have  embarked  in  tbe  boats  and  puxhed  off  (rum 
the  shore,  General  Mifflin  vras  Eo  remain  at  the 
lin%B  with  his  Pennsylvania  troop,  and  tbe  gal- 
lant reinaina  of  Haslet,  Smallwood,  aud  Hand's 
regimenls,  with  giinrds  posted  and  sentinels  alert, 
OS  if  nothing  extraordinnry  was  taking  place; 
when  (he  main  embarkation  was  cfTecled,  they 
were  themselves  to  move  off  quietly,  tnarch 
briskly  to  the  ferry,  and  embark.  In  case  of  any 
alarm  that  might  disconcert  the  arrangements, 
Brooklyn  church  was  to  be  the  rallying  place, 
whilher  all  should  repair,  so  aa  unitedly  to  resist 
Biiy  attack. 

It  was  late  in  the  evening  when  the  troops  be- 
gan to  retire  from  llie  breastworks.  As  one  reg* 
iment  quielly  withdrew  from  their  station  on 
guard,  the  troops  on  the  right  and  left  moved  np 
and  filled  the  vacancy.  There  was  a,  stifled  mur- 
mur in  (he  camp,  unavoidable  in  a  movement  of 
the  kind  ;  but  it  gradually  died  away  in  the  diree- 
tion  of  the  river,  as  the  main  boily  moved  on  in 
silence  and  order.  Tbe  youthful  Hamilton,  ivliose 
military  merits  had  won  the  favor  of  General 
Greene,  and  who  had  lost  his  baggage  and  a  field- 
piece  in  the  battle,  brought  up  the  rear  of  the 
retreiiting  party.  In  the  dead  of  the  nigbt,  and 
in  the  midst  of  this  hushed  and  anxious  move- 
ment, a  cannon  went  ofi*  with  a  tremendous  roar. 
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"The  effect,"  snys  an  American  who  was  present, 
"woa  at  once  alAiiiiiiig  Hud  Eiiblinie.  If  the  ex- 
[iloBion  wns  nilhin  uur  lines,  Uie  gun  waB  prob- 
ably ilischargeU  in  the  act  of  spiking  it,  and 
coiilJ  have  been  no  less  a  nmller  of  speculation 
to  (he  enemy  than  to  ourselves."  ^ 

"What  with  the  greatneas  of  the  stake,  the 
darkness  of  the  night,  llie  uncertainty  of  the  de- 
tiign,  and  the  extreme  hazard  of  the  issue,"  adda 
the  same  writer,  "it  would  be  difficult  to  conceive 
a  more  deeply  Bolenm  and  interesting  scene." 

The  meHiiiug  of  this  midnight  gun  was  never 
ascertained ;  fortunately,  though  it  startled  the 
Americans,  it  failed  to  rouse  tlm  British  camp. 

In  the  mean  time  the  emburkatiou  went  on 
with  all  possible  dispatch,  under  the  vigiliint  eye 
of  'Washington,  who  stationed  himself  at  the  ferry, 
superintending  every  movement.  In  his  anxiety 
for  dispatch,  be  sent  back  Colonel  Scainmel,  one 
of  bis  aides-de-camp,  to  hiisteti  forward  all  the 
troops  thai  were  on  the  march.  Scaramel  blun- 
dered in  executing  his  errand,  and  gave  the  order 
to  Mifflin  likewise.  The  general  instantly  called 
in  his  pickets  and  sentinels,  and  set  off  for  the 

'  By  this  lime  the  tide  had  turned ;  there  was 
a  strong  wind  from  the  northeast;  the  boats  with 
oars  were  insullicient  to  convey  the  troops  ;  those 
with  sails  could  not  make  headway  against  wind 
and  tide.  There  was  some  confusion  at  the  ferry, 
and  in  the  midst  of  it.  General  Mifilin  came  down 
with  the  whole  covering  party,  adding  to  the 
embarrassmetit  and  uproar. 

1  Gtnydon's  .WrUMnVj,  I'diled  by  1.  S.  Littflll.  p.  1U7. 
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niile  of  thii  river.  The  nilverse  wind,  too,  died 
ftVTKy,  tlio  river  bocatno  so  mnoolli  thni  lliu  row- 
boala  oouli)  be  Imloii  ulmoM  to  lh«  (rimwol" !  mid 
A  fn^tiriiig  brniio  ttpning  up  ftir  llio  inil-IxMU. 
The  wtiolii  oiiibnrkittion  of  inMiiit,  Hrtillury,  mil* 
muiiIlEon.  pl'ovi8luIl^  cnlllo,  lioiitus  hiuI  wrU,  wnt 
happily  ufTuotDd,  oiid  \>y  dnybrouk  Iho  grcwior  part 
hnd  »ii,My  reni'liod  ihu  oily,  ihiiiikii  h>  llio  Kid  uf 
Glover'*  Miirlilulimd  tnoii.  Siiirce  miythiiiK  wiu 
ubKiidoiidd  Ii)  the  enomy,  Qxiwpiiiift  k  fow  hi-Hvy 
pieces  of  ai-lillurv.  Al  n  piMpur  timv,  Miflliti  willi 
his  covering  |inrty  luft  ilio  linos,  nitil  ul)i.Hitvd  n 
■ilonl  r<i[n:n[  In  tliu  Ibrry.  Wtithingtiiii,  ihnuKh 
rupOHtudly  eiilruitlod,  rofVinud  to  eiilttr  n  IkmiI  iiiilil 
ntl  tliu  lroo|i»  wore  emtHirked  i  nnd  crossed  the 
river  wtih  ilio  Inst. 

A  I^iig  [slmid  Iriiditiun  lelU  how  tlm  British 
canip  Imschiiki  nwnn!  ii(  the  iimrcli  which  liad  been 
•loluii  upiiii  ii,'  Ni'iir  llie  fbiTy,  resiilud  h  Mrs. 
Bopelye,  whoMi  IhikUihiI,  suspuolod  of  luvoring 
the  uiioniy,  hnd  b««ii  roniovoii  lo  tlm  iiilurinr  of 
New  JitriK'y.  Ou  Wwiiig  llio  oinbnrkulioii  of  the 
ilnt  iloliichtiii'tit,  sill!,  out  uf  luyelty  ur  revenge, 
Mut  off*  i>  hhiok  survHiit  to  inliirni  tliu  Unit  BHlish 
oifloei'  ho  uoiihl  Hiid,  of  wlutt  wns  g<iit>g  on.  Tlio 
liogro  sucouodiiil  in  piuwing  thu  Aiiiuriiuiii  sutf 
ttnel*,  but  Hrrivod  nl  n  HtiHuinii  oiit]MMit,  whora  hu 
could  not  tnHke  liimsolf  understood,  and  wns  put 
under  guard  ns  a  suspicious  person.  There  he 
was  kept  until  dnybrouk,  when  an  iitnoer  vi»iling 
Iho  [Hini,  irxiiminvd  him,  and  was  ailuunded  by 
hia  KlDiy.  An  nlHrm  whs  given,  llio  Iroops  were 
'  nitl.  Uma  lilaikl,  p.  IH. 


SGO 


urt  or  WAsaisoTos. 


oIM  In  am :  Captain  HontnMr.  tiAb^it-tmmf 
oT  G«Mnl  Haw«,  bJHamA  Irjr  «  huMlfnl  of  nen, 
clubed  esHliuiMly  over  (be  owl  of  iIm  «ii^  ■■< 
fbond  tbetn  deKrted.  Advaaead  panit*  veie 
harried  down  %o  tbe  feny.  ^1r  fog  i«d  cfawrf 
Ktrajr.  •afBaentlj  (or  Uvod  k>  aee  Hie  rar  kMtt 
of  lite  reimtiiig  wiajr  haM-mmj  maom  (be  fiver. 
Une  buat.  rttll  wilbin  miwket  •faot.  • 


who  bad  U^criid  belnod  Id  pttnder. 

Th«  ennwrdiinfy  teutaX,  wbidi,  m  '*»  abee 
•ad  cderkj,  eqiuded  tbe  nodBigfat  fevtifyiag  of 
B<wke*'i  Hill,  ww  ooe  of  tfae  ■ooi  o^al  acUnte- 
■woU  of  llie  trar.  and  redoaaded  greattj'  la  tfca 
papubUion  of  WaetuagUNV  *!>■>  "«  ">*  ■■■U,  far 
(bn  j-«i^  huon  pteeeding  the  Mfa  exiricMiig  af 
bis  anaj  Iroai  their  perilaae  ecliBtfiaa,  eGuce  deaiA 
hi«  eyeikand  was  the  greater  part  ^  the  tMe  oa 
bortiLaek.  Vanjr,  however,  who  imiwTi  iid  the 
riuietj  vt  ridd  and  da^era  wUck  •omMaied 
the  tmm^  ead  tbe  t^fuvn^j  tmtAnm  PTm 
Maaoe*  vkidi  arened  tbetn  all,  wen  dw|natJ  to 
aMribWe  the  eale  ntieal  of  tbe  pa 
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tlan  </  Iht  AutrWan  Ara|.v  U  New  Y<»k.  —  QiMMwa  vt 
Ab4adOB]iig  lb*  Itlj-.  —  LcOtn  ftvui  KiiWi  ftwi),  ~  K» 
HU.t'i  S)i1|»  lu  tb«  Svuod.  —  Kemuvtl  oT  Woiurn  uul  ■.^ik 
dnn  frunt  lb*  tiiv.  -  THniiuK  <uf  1I»um  <uui4«  llw  Uitiiia. 
—  TDhcnul  )>lw  of  WiHhiD^tvu  uia  <ir*fi>-.  —  Van  I'wu- 
Milaltwn.  —  Ouulucu»  uC  l.uid   Uuvu  nil 


«iHMiiy  hHit  uow  {Aase«Miiu  uf  Lung 
j  IsIhuiI,  Itrlliali  »mA  lleMmii  lroo|ia  ^t- 
\  rboDiNt  llio  works  nt  Btw^klju,  ur  w«re 
tlislributod  n(  Iliialiwiok,  Ncwtuii,  HtU  lla1«,  «ud 
Flusliiiig.  Ailmintl  Hownmuiu  uit  >vit)i  iho  nuiin 
body  of  llw  llwt,  wiJ  nitohoriKl  oluw  lu  <ioveTuor^ 
IbIbikI,  williiii  wrmoit  shot  at'  lhi>  c\\y. 

"Our  siiiMtion  i»  truly  ilUtreawing,"  wriles 
Wiuliitigloii  III  the  Prefidcul  of  (\>ti)]nv«,  ou  tU« 
2d  of  SepiouitHT.  "llie  olit«k  our  tlvMohiDoiii 
■U»l«ii»Ml  oil  the  S7th  ullimu,  lias  iH«|>irilei)  Umi 
grmt  M  prnporiinii  of  »ur  tn>o|>»,  hikI  HIIimI  llioir 
miiida  Willi  H|>|irelii»iHk)u  uiiil  ilunjntir.  The  mlUtU, 
iniiend  uf  CHlUiig  forth  iXuAt  iUiulhi  ottiirl*  In  n 
bmve  anil  inHiily  oppoailioii  in  unlfi'  In  r«|>nir  our 
toMOH,  ar«  disinnyn),  intractabte,  nnil  iiii|uitieiit  Ia 
return.  Grt^it  ukimlwr*  of  tlii'iit  buve  gunouft'i 
in  some  Iii«(iinovs  HlinoBi  by  wtiulo  ri'Kiinontx,  by 
batrouea,  ftud  by  oampmiieii,  nt  ullimu    .... 


Atlfcr  dm/  ii  ondtr  twenqr  thoiwnd. 
ordered  G«m>bI  HCTcrrloKsd  tfceBca 
lor  the  0 jing  amp  la  lld>  fliw,  alwM  ■ 
u  na^icr.  md  lo  ny  with  Um      ~  ' 


Tin  oT  kle,  I  hri  w>  doubt  in 

drfemllng  (lib  place :  nor  Bhonld  I  have  j«t,  if 

llie  mta  ironld  da  tbeir  duty,  but  ihu  I  despw 

oC 

"  If  we  >lwul(l  be  obliged  lo  abandoa  tbe  lows, 
oogfil  il  lo  »lninl  as  wiiiler  qoarter*  for  tbe  eoeioj  ? 
IIk/  noutil  iJerire  gr«at  conveaicaces  rnna  il.  on 
lite  on«  liaifl,  an'!  much  propeny  wontd  be  de- 
■Irojedoa  tbe  other.  It  is  an  iroportanl  quatioa, 
bat  will  admit  of  but  little  time  for  delibetation. 
At  preaeiili  I  'litre  taj  ibu  eoemj  mena  to  pre- 
•crve  it  if  ibey  can.  If  CbngreM,  therefore, 
•bonl'l  reaolve  upon  tbe  detlrudton  of  il,  tbe  rcs- 
•alutian  aIiuuI'I  l>e  a  profoimd  eecrei,  as  the  knonl- 
edgH  trill  niiike  a  capital  change  in  their  plans." 

Colonel  Itecd,  writing  on  the  aamc  i»y  lo  his 
wife,  Hys,  "  I  have  only  lime  lo  say  I  am  alire 
and  well :  as  Ui  fpirils,  but  middling.  .... 
My  country  nil!,  I  trust,  yet  be  free,  whatever 
inny  be  our  fnle  who  are  cooped  up,  or  are  in 
danger  of  an  l*cing,  on  lliis  tongue  of  land,  where 


e  ought  ij 


r  lo  have  been.' 


Wo  turn  Ui  cile  letlera  of  the  very  <anie  date 
from  Britifih  officers  on  Long  Jgland,  full  of  rumors 


'  Forto'*  Am.  Arrkin 


.  tlh  Senn,  U.  123. 
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and  BiirraiseB.  ••  I  have  just  heard,"  writes  an 
Euglish  field-otKcer,  "  there  bos  been  a  most  dread- 
ful fray  in  the  town  of  New  York.  The  New 
Englaodere  insisted  on  setting  the  town  on  fire 
attd  reli'eating.  This  wm  opposed  by  the  New 
Yorkers,  who  were  juiued  by  the  Petinsylvaniana, 
and  a  battle  baa  been  the  coiisequeixK,  in  which 
many  have  lost  their  lives.  By  the  steps  our 
general  is  lakiTig,  I  imagine  he  will  efieclually  cut 
off  their  relrcnt  nt  King's  Bridge,  by  which  tlie 
island  of  New  York  is  joined  to  the  continent." 

Au  English  otRoer  of  tlio  Guards,  writing  from 
camp  on  the  same  day,  varies  the  rumor.  The 
Pennsylvnnians,  ncMrding  to  his  version,  juined 
with  the  New  Englanders  in  the  project  to  set  fire 
to  the  town;  both  hnd  a  haiile  with  the  New 
Yorkers  on  the  subject,  and  then  withdrew  them- 
selves  from  ilie  city  —  whieb,  "  with  other  favor- 
able circumstances,"  gave  the  latter  writer  a  lively 
"  hoptf  that  this  distressful  business  would  soon  he 
brought  to  n  happy  issue." 

Another  letter  gives  a  different  version.  "  In 
the  night  of  the  2d  instant,  three  persons  escaped 
from  the  rity  in  a  canoe  and  informod  our  general 
that  Mr.  Wiishington  had  ordered  three  battalions 
of  New  York  provincials  to  leave  New  York, 
and  that  they  should  be  replaced  by  an  equal 
number  of  Connecticut  troops  ;  but  the  former, 
assured  that  the  Conn  eel  icutians  would  buni  and 
destroy  all  the  houses,  peremptorily  refused  to 
give  up  their  city,  declaring  ibat  no  cause  of  exi- 
gency whatever  should  induce  them  to  intru.at  the 
defensu  of  it  to  any  other  than  her  own  inbab- 
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itAiils.  Th»  spirited  uni)  slubboi-u  resoliilioD  pre- 
vailed over  tbe  order  of  tbeii*  conamttnder,  and  the 
Kew  Yorkers  coutiuuc  snugly  in  pussession  of  tlie 

pi.»."i 

**  Matters  go  on  swimmingly,"  writes  aaolhcr 
officer.  "I  doo't  doubt  ihe  iiuit  news  we  send 
yon,  ia,  tlint  New  York  is  ours,  though  in  ashes, 
lor  the  rel>el  Iroopa  hHve  vowed  to  put  it  in  flames 
if  the  lory  iroopa  get  over." 

An  Anierioan  officer  writes  to  au  absent  New 
Yorker,  iu  a  differeut  tone.  "  I  fear  we  shfill 
evntntale  your  poor  city.  The  very  thought  gives 
me  the  horrors ! "  Still  he  indulges  a  vngue 
hope  of  succor  from  Grciiertil  Lee,  who  was  re- 
turning, all  glorious,  from  his  successes  at  the 
South.  "  Geuerid  Lee,"  writes  he, "  is  hourly  ex- 
peeled,  as  if  from  hetiveu,  —  with  a  legion  of  Haiii- 
iug  swordsmeij."  It  was,  however,  what  Lee 
himself  would  Imve  lerioed  a  mere  hrutum  fid' 

These  lellers  show  iho  state  of  feeling  in  the 
opposite  camps,  at  this  watchful  momeut,  when 
matters  seemed  hurrying  to  a  crisis. 

On  the  night  of  Uoiiday  (Sept  2d),  a  forty 
gun  ship,  taking  advantage  of  a  favorable  wind 
and  tide,  passed  between  Giovemor's  Island  and 
Long  Island,  swept  unharmed  by  the  halteriea 
which  opened  upon  her,  and  anchored  in  Turtle 
Bay,  above  the  city.  In  the  morning,  Washing- 
ton dispatched  Major  Crane  of  the  artillery,  with 
two  twelve-pounders  and  a  howizter  to  annoy  her 
from    the  New  Y'ork    shore.     Tliey  hulled    her 
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severnl  limes,  and  obliged  her  to  Inko  shelter  be- 
liiuil  Blai'k  well's  I»lund.  SBveral  other  ships  of 
war,  with  iransporla  and  store-ships,  Imd  nimle 
their  appenmnce  in  the  upper  part  of  the  Sound, 
having  gone  round  Long  IslHnd. 

As  liie  dty  might  speedily  be  Rtlacked,  Wiish- 
ington  ciiused  all  the  sick  anil  wnuiuled  to  be  con- 
veyed lo  Orangetown,  in  the  Jerseys,  and  such  mil- 
ilury  Btores  and  baggage  as  were  not  imtnediately 
needed,  to  be  removed,  as  fast  as  conveyances 
could  be  procured,  to  a  post  partially  fortilied  at 
IJobbs'  Ferry,  on  tlie  eastern  bsiik  of  the  Hudson, 
about  tweiily-two  miles  above  the  city. 

Reed,  in  his  letters  to  his  wife,  talks  of  the  dark 
and  myslerious  motions  of  the  enemy,  and  the 
equally  dark  and  intricate  coimcila  of  Congress, 
by  which  the  army  were  disheartened  and  per- 
plexed. "  We  are  still  here,"  writes  he  on  the 
6tli,  "  in  a  posture  somewhat  awkward  ;  we  think 
(at  least  T  do)  that  we  cannot  slay,  and  yet  ivu  do 
not  know  how  lo  go,  so  lliat  we  may  be  properly 
said  lo  be  between  hawk  and  bnzzard." 

The  "  sluitneful  and  scandalous  desertions,"  as 
Washinglon  termed  them,  continued.  In  a  few 
days  the  Connecticut  militia  dwindled  down  from 
six  to  less  than  two  tbonsatid.  "  The  impulse  for 
going  home  was  so  irresistible,"  writes  he,  "that 
it  answered  no  purpose  to  oppose  it.  Though  I 
would  not  discharge  them,  I  have  been  obliged  to 
acquiesce." 

Still  bis  considerate  mind  was  tolerant  of  their 
defection.  "  Men,"  said  he,  "  accustomed  to  un- 
bounded freedom,  cauuot  brook  the  restniiut  wliich 
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m  iiidispeiisablj'  noces^BTy  to  tlie  giMid  onler  and 
}^verDuient  of  iiii  army."  AiiJ  agitin,  "  Men  jutt 
dragged  from  llie  lender  sceuea  of  domestic  life, 
unACCuatomcd  lo  i!ie  diti  of  arras,  toUlly  iinac- 
quainlod  iviih  evei*;  kind  of  militnry  skill  (which 
is  followyil  by  a  want  of  confidence  in  themselves, 
wlieu  opposed  to  troops  rcgulurly  trained,  superior 
iu  knowledge,  and  superior  in  arms),  are  timid 
and  ready  lo  &y  from  their  own  sLoitows.  Be- 
sides, the  sudden  cbitDge  in  their  manner  of  living, 
brings  on  an  unconquerable  desire  to  return  to  their 
horaes." 

Greene,  also,  who  coincided  so  much  with 
WnshingloLi  in  opiijiona  and  sentiments,  observes  : 
"  People  coming  from  home  with  all  the  lender 
feelings  of  domestic  life,  are  not  sufficiently  forti- 
fied witii  natural  courage  to  stand  the  hliocking 
scenes  of  war.  To  raai-ch  over  dead  men,  to  hear 
without  concern  the  groans  of  the  wounded,  I  say 
few  men  can  stand  such  scenes  unless  stifled  by 
habit  or  fortified  by  militaj-y  pride." 

Nor  was  this  ill-linieil  yearning  for  home  con- 
fined lo  the  yeomiinry  of  Connecticut,  who  might 
well  look  back  to  their  humble  farms,  where  tliey 
had  lefl  the  plough  standing  in  the  furrow,  and 
where  everything  might  go  lo  ruin,  aud  their  fam- 
ily to  want,  in  their  absence.  Some  of  the  gen- 
tlemen volunteerB  from  beyond  the  Delaware,  who 
had  made  themselves  merry  at  the  expense  of  the 
rustic  soldiery  of  New  England,  were  likewise 
among  the  first  to  feel  the  homeward  impulse. 
"  When  1  look  around,"  said  Beed,  the  adjutant- 
general,  "  and  see  how  few  of  the  numbers  who 
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titllkeil  so  louilly  of  death  and  honor  nre  arouud 
IDC,  I  am  1o9l  iD  wouder  and  surprise.  Some  of 
our  Pbiladelpliia  gentlemeu  who  cnme  over  on 
visits,  npon  tUe  first  cHnnoii,  went  off  in  a  most 
violunt  hurry.  Your  noisy  sons  of  liberty,  are,  I 
find,  the  qiiielest  on  the  field-"  ' 

Freseiit  experience  induced  Wasbiiiglon  to 
reiterate  tlie  opinion  lie  haJ  repeatedly  expressed 
to  Congress,  that  little  reliance  was  to  be  placed 
on  militia  enlisted  for  sbort  periods.  The  only 
means  of  protecting  the  national  liberties  fram 
great  hnzard,  if  not  utter  loss,  was,  he  said,  an 
army  enliated  fur  Ibe  war. 

The  ihoosand  men  ordered  from  the  flying  conip 
were  furnished  by  General  Mercer.  T!iey  were 
Maryland  troopa  under  Colonels  Griffith  and 
Kichardson,  and  were  a  seasonable  addlliou  to  his 
effective  forces;  but  the  ammunition  carried  olF 
by  the  disbanding  militia,  was  a  serious  loss  at 
this  critical  jnnciure. 

A  work  had  been  commenced  on  the  Jersey 
shore,  opposite  Fori  Washington,  lo  aid  in  pro- 
tecting Putnam's  cbevaux-de-frise  which  bad 
been  sunk  betvveeu  them.  This  work  had  re- 
ceived the  name  of  Fort  Constitution  (a  name  al- 
ready borne  by  one  of  the  forts  in  the  Highlands). 
Troops  were  drawn  from  the  flying  camp  to  make 
a  strong  encampment  in  the  vicinity  ol'  the  fort, 
with  an  able  oflicer  to  command  it  aud  a  skillful 
engineer  to  sircnglben  the  works.  It  was  hoped, 
by  the  cooperation  of  these  opposite  forls  aud  the 
chevaux-de-frise,  lo  command  the  Hudson,  aud 
prevent  the  passing  and  repassing  of  hostile  ships. 
■  Lift  of  Rttd,  I  331. 
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c«rtniii  what  iiiulinrity  he  biul  to  tn>Ht  with  |it'r- 
Buus  iiutlmrixuU  by  Guugress,  nnd  what  propositioDS 
be  liail  to  offer. 

A  committ^io  was  choscu  od  the  Clh  of  Se|)- 
teraber,  ('oinpOHud  of  .lohii  Adniiia,  Kilwniil  Rut- 
l<»tgu,  luid  Doctt>r  rruiiklin.  Thu  Ittttor.  in  the 
[irecedUig  yenr,  (turiiig  his  residonce  in  Englnud. 
luid  IwooDiA  Acqtmiulod  with  Lord  llowo,  nt  lliu 
I10U80  of  his  lordship's  sister,  tlio  llunomblu  Mra. 
Ilown,  Aitil  tliey  hiul  hold  ftT(|uuiit  convursutious 
ou  tlie  aubjMl  of  Amuricun  nffuirs,  ui  l}iu  course 
of  whichi  hti  hirdnliip  hwl  iiilitunted  tliu  possihil- 
ity  of  his  being  sout  commissioner  to  eoitJe  Um 
ditfemhw*  in  AmoricA. 

l-'nuikliti  hill)  rpcoiitly  advi'-rtod  to  tliis  iii  a 
lellor  to  I^nl  Hiiwc.  "  Your  luniship  may 
possibly  reniomlter  the  tears  of  joy  iliai  woi  luy 
cliGuk,  wlieii,  at  your  good  sister's  iti  Ijotidon, 
you  guvo  tno  eijicrtAtiong  thiit  n  recotiuilintiuu 
wi);ht  Hooii  tikkn  ptiuu.  I  hjid  Um  misroituue  to 
flud  thuse  ux^ieotntiotiB  diBiipiiuuited. 

"The  well-founded  ostocm,  mid,  pennit  me  to 
say,  aH'uclioti,  which  I  shitll  idwuys  hiive  for  your 
lordflliip,  maktM  it  puiufnl  for  me  to  see  you  un- 
(Tugud  ill  ix>uducling  a  war.  tlie  great  ground  of 
whicti,  as  expressed  in  your  letter,  is  'the  iieoe»- 
sity  of  preventing  the  Amerimn  trade  from  pass- 
ing into  foreign  ohuuncls.'  ....  I  know 
your  great  modve  in  coming  hither,  wos  the  hop© 
of  being  instrunieiitat  in  a  reconciliation  ;  and  I 
believe  tlml  when  you  find  t/iiU  im|)ossible  ou 
any  lernn  j;ivun   tci  you   to   propose,  yon  will   re- 
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linqiiish  so  odious  a  command,  aud  return  to  a 
more  huiiorablc  priviil«  Hiluatioa." 

"  I  can  liave  no  difficulty  to^  acknowledge." 
replied  Lord  Howe,  "  that  the  powers  I  am  iu- 
vestetl  with  were  never  calculated  to  negotiate  a 
reuuion  with  America,  under  any  other  descrip- 
tion tlmn  us  subject  to  the  crown  of  Great  Brit- 
ain. But  I  Jo  esteem  these  powers  competent, 
not  only  to  confer  and  negotiate  with  any  gen- 
tleman of  influeuoe  in  the  colonies  upon  the 
terms,  but  also  to  eflect  a  lasting  peace  and  re- 
union beiween  the  two  countries,  were  the  tem- 
pers of  the  colonies  such  as  professed  iu  the  last 
petition  of  Congress  to  the  king."  ^ 

A  hope  of  the  kind  lingered  in  the  breast  of 
his  lordship  when  he  sought  the  pro{)osed  confer- 
ence. It  was  to  take  place  on  the  llth,  at  a 
hoQse  on  Statca  Island,  op^msite  to  Amboy  ;  ut 
which  latter  place  the  veteran  Mercer  was  sta- 
tioned with  his  flying  camp.  At  Amboy,  the 
committee  found  Lord  Howe's  barge  waiting  to 
receive  them ;  with  a  British  officer  of  rank,  who 
was  to  remain  within  the  American  lines  during 
their  absence,  »a  a  hostage.  This  guarantee  of 
safety  was  promptly  declined,  and  the  parties 
crossed  together  to  Staten  Island.  The  admiral 
met  them  on  their  landing,  and  conducted  them 
through  his  guards  to  his  house- 
On  openiug  the  conference,  bis  lordi«hi[i  again 
iutjtnoted  that  he  could  not  treat  with  thetn  as  a 
committee  of  Congress,  but  only  confer  with  them 
as  private  gentlemen  of  influence  iu  the  colonies, 

'  Franklin's  Wrilingi,  v   IM. 
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The  result  of  this  conference  Lad  a  benefioAl 
effect  It  ebowed  that  his  lonkliip  liod  do  power 
but  what  WBB  given  l>y  the  act  of  Purliument ; 
and  put  an  erjd  to  the  poimtor  uolioit  that  he 
wuh  vested  with  secret  powers  to  negotiate  an 
uiljuHtiuent  of  grievances. 


CHAPTER    XXXIV. 

Movements  of  the  Kncmy.  —  Council*  of  Wir.  —  QuBstion 
or  the  Ahandonaient  of  the  City.  —  DialHlmlioa  of  th« 
Army.—  Shipa  in  tbe  East  River.  — The  Eiicinj  it  Hell 
G«lB.  —  Skirmish  at  Turtle  Bt}-.  -  Panic  of  the  Comiw- 
liciilStililia.  — KageniidPerBDtialPvril  ef  ^Vashington.— 
Putnsni'a  Periloui  Retreat  from  Iho  Citv.—  Brilieb  Kegale 
Jl  Murray  HiU. 

ps^jSJllNCK  the  retreat  from  Brooklyn,  Wast- 
^5S|  iijglou  had  narrowly  watched  the  move- 

fiirther  plans.  Their  whole  fore*,  excepting 
alxiut  four  thoui^and  men,  liad  lieen  IrLtnsferred 
from  Stalen  to  Long  IsJand.  A  great  part  was 
encamped  on  the  peninsula  between  Newtown 
Inlet  and  Flusliing  Bay.  A  battery  bad  been 
thrown  np  near  the  extremity  of  the  peninsula, 
to  check  all  American  battery  at  Horen's  Hook 
opposite,  and  to  conunand  the  mouUi  of  Harlem 
River,  Troops  were  subBequently  stationed  on 
the  islands  about  Hell  Gate.  "  It  is  evident," 
writes  Washington,  "  the  enemy  mean  to  inclose 
us  on  the  islaocl  of  New  York,  by  taking  post  in 
our  rear,  while  the  shipping  secures  the  front,  and 
thus,  by  cutting  off  our  communication  witli  the 
country,  oblige  us  to  figlit  them  on  their  o\vn 
terms,  or  surrender  at  discretion  ;  or  liy  a  brit- 
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liBQt  Stroke  eiidi;aTor  to  cut  ihis  army  in  pieces, 
and  secure  the  collection  of  arms  ami  stores, 
which,  they  well  know,  wc  shall  nut  be  able  soon 
to  replace." ' 

The  question  was,  how  could  iheir  plana  be 
most  auccessfnlly  opposed  ?  On  every  side,  he 
saw  ft  choice  of  difficulties ;  every  measure  was  to 
be  formed  with  some  apprehetisiixi  that  all  the 
troops  would  not  do  their  duty.  History,  experi- 
ence, the  opinions  of  able  friends  in  Europe,  the 
fears  of  the  enemy,  even  the  declarations  of  Con- 
gpess,  all  concurred  in  demonstrating  that  the  war 
on  the  Americ»n  side  should  be  defensive ;  a  nar 
of  posts  1  thai,  on  all  occasions,  a  general  action 
should  be  avoided,  and  nothing  put  at  risk  nli- 
uecessnrily.  "  With  these  views,"  said  Washing- 
ton, ''and  being  fidly  persuaded  that  it  would  be 
presumption  to  dniw  out  our  young  troops  into 
open  ground  against  their  superiors,  both  in  num- 
ber and  discipline,  I  have  never  Hpnrcd  the  spade 
and  pickaxe." 

lu  a  council  of  war,  held  ou  the  7ll>  of  Sep- 
tember, the  question  was  discussed,  whether  the 
city  should  bo  defended  or  evacunted.  All  ad- 
mitted that  it  would  not  be  tenable,  should  it  be 
cannonaded  and  bombarded.  Several  of  the  coun- 
cil, among  whom  waa  General  Putiiam,  were  for 
a  total  and  immediate  removal  from  the  city;  urg- 
ing that  one  part  of  the  army  miglil  be  cut  off 
before  the  olher  could  support  it;  the  extremities 
being  at  least  sixteen  miles  apart,  and  the  wh'ile, 
when  collected,  being  inferior  to  ibe  enerny.  By 
'  Letter  to  tbg  Freiident  of  ConKreia 
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removing,  they  would  deprive  ihe  eueroy  of  the 
Kdvautage  of  their  shijjB  ;  they  would  keep  lliem 
at  buy ;  put  iiothiug  at  hazard  i  keep  the  army  Ui- 
gelber  to  be  recruited  another  year,  mid  preserve 
the  unspent  stores  and  the  lieavy  arlillery,  Wash- 
ioglon  himself  inclined  to  this  opinioii.  Others, 
however,  were  unwilling  to  abandon  a  pl»ce  which 
had  been  fortified  with  great'  cost  and  labor,  and 
seemed  defensible  i  and  which,  by  some,  had  been 
couaidered  the  key  lo  the  northern  country  ;  it 
might  dispirit  the  troops,  and  enfeeble  the  cause. 
General  fiercer,  who  wan  prevented  by  illness 
from  attending  the  council,  communicated  his 
opmion  by  letrer.  "  We  should  keep  New  York 
if  possible,"  said  he,  "  as  the  acquiring  of  it  will 
give  eclut  to  the  arms  of  Great  Britain,  afibrd  tlie 
soldierB  good  quarters,  and  furnish  a  safe  harbor 
for  the  fleet." 

General  Greene,  also,  being  still  unwell,  con- 
veyed his  opinion  in  a  letter  lo  Washington,  dated 
September  oih.  He  advised  that  the  army  should 
abandon  both  city  and  bland,  and  post  itself  at 
King's  Bridge  and  along  the  Westchester  shore. 
That  there  was  no  object  to  be  obtained  by  hold- 
ing any  position  below  King's  Bridge.  The  en- 
emy might  throw  troops  on  Slauhaltan  Island, 
from  their  camps  on  Long  Island,  and  their  ships 
on  the  Hudson,  and  form  an  intrenched  line  across 
it,  between  the  city  and  the  middle  division  of  the 
army,  and  support  the  two  flanks  of  the  line  by 
their  shipping.  In  such  case,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  liglit  them  on  disadvanlngi.'oui'  terms  or 
submit. 
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The  city  atid  isliind,  he  obserreil,  were  objecta 
Dot  to  be  put  in  competi[ioii  with  the  general  in- 
terests of  Ainericn.  Two  thirds  of  the  city  anil 
suburbs  belonged  to  toriea ;  tliero  woa  no  great 
reason,  Iherefure,  to  run  any  consideruble  rbk  in 
1(8  defense.  The  honor  and  intereat  of  America 
required  a  general  and  speedy  retreat.  But  e» 
the  enemy,  onue  in  possesaiou,  could  never  be  dia* 
lodged  without  a  superior  naval  force :  as  the  place 
would  furnish  them  with  eKOellent  winter  quarters 
and  barmek  room,  nod  an  abundant  market,  he 
advised  to  burn  both  ciiy  and  suburbs  before  re- 
treating.' 

Well  might  the  poor,  harassed  citizens  feel  hys- 
terical, threatened  aa  they  were  by  sen  and  land, 
and  their  very  defenders  debating  the  policy  of 
burning  ilieir  houses  over  ilieir  heads.  Fortu- 
nately for  them.  Congress  had  expressly  forbidden 
that  any  harm  should  be  done  to  New  York,  troat- 
ing,  that  though  the  enemy  might  occupy  it  for  a 
time,  it  would  ultimately  be  regained. 

After  much  discussion  a  middle  course  was 
adopted.  Putnam,  with  five  thousatid  men,  was 
to  be  stationed  in  the  city.  Heath,  with  nine 
thousand,  was  to  keep  guard  on  the  upper  part  of 
the  island,  and  oppose  any  attempt  of  the  enemy 
to  land,  llis  troops,  among  whom  were  Magaw'a, 
Shee's,  Hiind's,  and  Miles's  Pennaylvanian  bat- 
talions, and  Haslet's  Delaware  regiment,  were 
posted  about  King's  Bridge  and  its  vicinity. 

The  third  divLsion,  composed  principHlly  of 
militia,  was  under  the  command  of  Generate 
>  POTM't  Am.  Arckiett,  Bth  Ssries,  ii.  1S3. 
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Greene  and  Spencer,  the  former  of  nliom,  hoiV' 
ever,  was  aiill  miwi^ll.  It  mis  sUitioiieil  nboiit 
the  centre  of  the  isUnd,  chiefly  along  Turtle  Bay 
and  Kip's  Bay,  whure  strong  works  had  been 
thrown  up,  to  guard  against  any  landing  of  troops 
from  ihe  ships  or  from  tlie  encampments  oo  Long 
Island.  It  was  also  lo  hold  itself  ready  to  support 
either  of  the  other  divisions.  Washington  him- 
self hiid  his  heiid-qu artel's  at  a  short  distance  from 
the  city.  A  resolution  of  Congress,  passed  the 
10th  of  September,  left  the  occupation  or  abandon- 
ment of  the  city  entirely  at  Washington's  dis- 
crelion.  Nearly  the  whole  of  hia  officers,  too, 
in  a  second  council  of  war,  retracted  their  former 
opinion,  and  determined  that  the  removal  of  bis 
urmy  was  not  only  prudent,  hut  absolutely  neces- 
sary. Three  members  of  (he  council,  however. 
Generals  Spencer,  Henlh,  and  George  Clinton,  te- 
naciously held  to  the  former  decision. 

Convinced  of  the  propriety  of  evacuation,  Wash- 
ington prepared  for  it  by  ordering  the  removal  of 
all  stores,  excepting  such  as  were  indispensable 
for  the  subsiaience  of  the  troops  while  they  re- 
mained. A  letter  from  a  Rhode  Island  officei', 
on  a  visit  to  New  York,  gives  an  idea  of  its  agi- 
tations. "On  the  13ih  of  September,  just  after 
dinner,  three  frigates  and  a  forty-gun  ship  sailed 
up  the  B^t  River  with  a  gentle  breeze,  toward 
Hell  Gate,  and  kept  up  an  incessant  Are,  assisted 
by  Ihe  cannon  at  Govemor'a  Island.  The  batteries 
of  the  city  returned  the  ships  the  like  salutation. 
Three  men  agape,  idle  spectators,  had  the  mis- 
tbrtune  of  being  killed  by  one  cannon  ball.     One 
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sbot  struck  witliin  six  feet  of  General  Washing- 
ton, OS  he  was  on  horseback,  riUiog  into  tbe  fort."  ^ 

Oil  tho  14tli,  Woshiugton'B  baggngB  was  re- 
moved to  King's  Bridge,  whitlier  heHd-quarters 
were  to  be  transferred  the  same  evening,  it  being 
clear  that  the  enemy  were  preparing,  to  eocoin- 
pasa  him  on  [he  bland.  "  It  is  now  a  trial  of 
skill  whether  they  wiL  or  not,"  writes  Colonel 
Reed,  "and  every  night  we  lie  down  with  the 
most  ansiouB  fears  for  the  fate  of  lo-morrow,"  ^ 

About  sunset  of  the  same  day,  six  more  ships, 
two  of  tlienj  men-of-war,  piisaed  up  the  Sound  and 
joined  those  above.  Within  half  an  hour  came 
espresaes  spurring  to  head -qu arte ra,  one  from 
MilHin  at  King's  Bridge,  the  other  from  Colonel 
Sargent  at  Horen's  Hook.  Three  or  four  thou- 
sand of  the  encni;  were  crossing  at  Hell  Oate  to 
the  islands  at  the  mouth  of  Harlem  Biver,  where 
numbers  were  already  encamped.  An  Immediate 
laadhig  at  Ilarleni,  or  Morrisania,  was  appre- 
hended. Washington  was  instantly  in  the  saddle, 
spurring  to  Harlem  Heights.  The  night,  however, 
passed  away  quietly.  In  the  morning  the  enemy 
commenced  operations.  Three  ships  of  war  stood 
up  the  Hudson,  "  causing  a  most  tremendous  tir- 
ing, assisted  by  the  cannons  of  Governor's  Island, 
which  firing  was  returned  from  the  city  as  well  as 
the  scarcity  of  heavy  cannon  would  allow."  *  The 
ships  anchored  opposite  Bloomingdnle,  n  few  miles 
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above  ihe  city,  and  put  a  stop  to  the  removnl  hj 
water  of  slorea  and  provisious  to  Dobb'a  Ferry. 
About  eleven  o'clock,  the  eihips  iu  the  East  River 
commenced  a  heavy  caunonade  upon  Ihe  breaat- 
worke  between  Turtle  Baj?  and  the  cily.  At  the 
same  lime  two  divisions  of  the  troops  encamped 
on  Long  Island,  one  British,  under  Sir  Henry 
Clialon,  the  other  Hessian,  under  Colonel  Donq>, 
emerged  in  boats  from  the  deep,  woody  recesses 
of  Newton  Inlet,  and  under  cover  of  the  fire  from 
the  ships,  began  to  land  at  two  points  between 
Turtle  and  Kip's  Bays.  The  breastworks  were 
manned  by  miliiia  who  bad  recently  served  at 
Brooklyn.  Disliearleiied  by  their  late  defeat,  they 
fled  al  tlie  lirst  advance  of  the  enemy.  Two  brig- 
ades of  Putnam's  Connecticut  troops  (Parsons' 
and  Fellows')  which  had  been  sent  that  mui'iiing 
to  support  them,  caught  the  panic,  and,  reganlletis 
of  the  commands  and  entreaties  of  their  utlicers, 
joined  iu  liie  gcueral  scamper. 

At  this  moment  Washiugton,  who  had  mounted 
Ills  horse  at  the  first  sound  of  the  cannonade,  cnme 
galloping  to  the  scene  of  confusion  ;  riding  in 
among  tlie  fugitives,  he  endeavored  to  rally  and 
restore  ihem  to  order.  AH  in  vain.  At  the  first 
appearance  of  sixty  or  seventy  red-coats,  they 
broke  again  wiiliout  firing  a  shot,  and  fled  in 
headlong  terror.  Lositig  all  self-command  at  the 
sight  of  such  dastardly  conduct,  he  dashed  his  hat 
upon  the  ground  in  a  transport  of  rage.  "  Are 
these  the  men,"  exclaimed  he,  "  with  whom  I  am 
to  defend  America  1 "  In  a  paroxysm  of  passion 
and  despair  he  snapped  Ins  pistols  at  some  of 
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tliem,  threatened  olliers  nltli  liis  sworJ,  hiic]  waa 
so  heedless  of  hie  own  dnngtr,  thai  he  might  have 
falleu  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  who  were  not 
eigiity  yards  distatit,  had  uot  an  aide-de-camp 
seized  the  bridle  of  his  horse,  and  absolutely  hur- 
ried him  away.^ 

It  was  one  of  the  rare  moments  of  his  life, 
when  llie  vehement  element  of  his  nature  was 
stirred  up  from  its  deep  recesses.  He  soon  re- 
covered his  self-possession,  and  look  measures 
against  the  general  peril.  The  enemy  might  land 
another  force  about  TJell  Gale,  seize  upon  Harlem 
Heights,  the  strong  central  portion  of  the  island, 
cut  off  nil  retreat  of  the  lower  divisions,  and  ef- 
fectually sever  his  army.  In  all  haste,  therefore, 
he  sent  off  an  express  lo  the  forces  encamped 
above,  directing  them  to  secure  that  position  im- 
mediately; while  another  express  to  Putnam,  oi^ 
dered  nn  immediate  retreat  from  the  city  to  Ibose 
heights. 

It  was  indeed  a  perilous  moment.  Had  the 
enemy  followed  up  their  advanlage,  aud  seized 
upon  the  heights,  belbre  thus  occupied  ;  or  bad 
ihey  extended  themselves  across  the  island,  from 
iho  place  where  they  had  effected  a  landing,  the 
result  might  have  been  most  disastrous   lo  the 

I  OfByilou's.tfrmoi'n,  Utlen'jed.,p.l74.  Gone™!  Gnjene, 
Id  *  lettiT  to  K  fVienil,  writw:  "  We  made  a  miunble,  dianr- 
deity  nrtrfil  fcom  Nnw  York,  owing  to  the  cooduct  a(  the  mi- 
litia, who  ran  hi  tho  ippHnnce  of  llie  etieniv'a  advaoccd 
gaard.  Fellnwa'  ami  PsraonB'  brigades  ran  awaj-  fknn  about 
Hlh'  mi^n,  dikI  liil  lli)  Rxccllencv  on  Iha  ground,  witliin  eighty 
yards  of  tlie  enem)',  so  vexed  al  the  inrainaui  condtict  of  his 
lioop*,  that  h«  songfat  dcatti  ralher  than  lite." 
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FortiBld  Cwnp  M   King's  Briilge.  —  AmericHn   and   Britiih 

Line*.  — The   Morrii    House- -*  Alritinclcr    Hamilton 

The  Entmy  Advance. —  Succewfnl  Skirmish.  — D«ih  of 
KDOirlUiii.  —  Great  Fin  in  N'ew  York.  —  KeorEuiiEation 

nt  Ihe  Arnir.  —  Excbinge  at  Pitsonera Duiiel  Murgan 

Kegiuned.  — DeLanMiy'f  Toiy  Brigade.  —  Robert  Rogsn. 
the  Pattiuui.  —  Bi*  Raagen.  —  The  Sotbuet,  Phanix.  «ad 
Tartar  in  the  Hudson.  —  Militar]'  Horemenla  b7  Land  uid 


IIIE  fiirtified  camp,  where  the  main  body 
tlie  Jinny  was  now  assembled,  was 
i[i  that  ueck  of  land  Beveral  milu 
loiij;,  ami  hr  the  mosi  part  not  above  a  niile 
wide,  which  fDrms  the  apper  part  of  SJonhBttaii 
or  New  York  IfJand.  It  fomiH  u  ehaiii  of  rocky 
heights,  and  \»  separated  from  the  mainland  by 
Harlem  River,  a  narrow  itiait,  extending  from 
Hell  Gate  on  the  5k>aiid.  to  Spyt  den  Duivel,  it 
creek  or  inlet  of  the  Hndsoii.  Fort  Waafaiiigton 
occupied  the  crest  of  one  of  the  rocky  bei^ta 
above  mendoiKd,  overiooking  the  Htid«oii,  and 
about  two  mile«  north  of  it  wu  Kiog'i  Bridge, 
cxofOBg  Spyt  den  Duivel  Creek,  and  forming  at 
that  time  ibe  only  p»fii  from  Man  Italian  Ldand 
to  the  msBDlsDd. 

About  a  mDe  aod  a  half  sontfa  of  the  fort,  a 
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double  row  of  lines  eKteoded  across  llie  Deck 
from  Hnrloin  River  to  the  HudsoD.  Thej  &ced 
south  towards  New  York,  were  about  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  apart,  and  were  defended  by  batt«rie«u 

There  were  strong  advanced  posts,  about  two 
miles  south  of  the  outer  line  ;  one  on  the  left 
of  Harlem,  comumnded  Ly  General  Spencer,  the 
other  on  the  right,  at  what  was  called  McGow- 
an'g  Pass,  commanded  by  Geuerat  Putnam. 
AlKint  a  mile  ttnd  a  half  beyond  these  posts  the 
Biitish  lines  extended  across  tlie  island  from  Ho- 
ren's  Hook  to  the  Huilaon.  being  a  continuous 
encampment,  two  miles  in  length,  witli  both  flanks 
covered  by  shipping.  An  open  plain  intervened 
between  the  hostile  camps. 

Washington  had  established  his  head-quarters 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  withiu  the  inner  line ; 
at  a  country  seat,  the  owners  of  which  were  ab- 
senL  It  belonged  in  fact  to  Colonel  Roger 
Morris,  his  early  oompaniou  in  arms  in  Brad- 
dock's  campaign,  and  his  successfit]  compedtor 
for  the  hand  of  Miss  Mary  Philipse.  Morris  had 
remidned  in  America,  enjoying  ihe  wealth  he 
had  acquired  by  his  marriage ;  but  had  ad- 
hered to  the  royal  party,  and  was  a  member  of 
the  council  of  the  colony.  It  is  said  iJiat  at  this 
lime  he  was  residing  in  the  Highlands  at  Bevor- 
k'y.  the  seat  of  his  brother-in-law,  Washington's 
old  friend,  Beverley  Robinson.^ 

While  thus    posted,   Washington   was    idcch- 

>  The  piirtnit  of  Miis  Mary  Philip»  is  (till  id  be  Ken  Id 
Ibe  poneBpiiin  of  Firderick  Phillijis.  Efqiiire,  al  (be  Cnnge, 
on  the  llighlsndg  opposite  Wenl  Poinl. 
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EanUy  occnpieJ  iu  fortifying  tlie  approacheB  W 
his  camp  liy  redoubu,  abutis,  and  deep  ititreucli- 
meuU.  "Here,"  raid  he,  "I  ehoulil  hope  the 
enemy,  iu  caae  of  uttai^k,  wuuld  meet  u  ii<;fi;at, 
if  the  generality  of  our  troops  would  behave 
with  tolerable  bravery ;  but  experleuce,  to  my 
extreme  affliction,  has  convinced  me  that  it  is 
iiLtlier  to  be  wished  than  expected.  Howevei', 
I  (rast  there  are  many  who  will  act  like  mea 
worthy  of  the  blessings  of  freedom,"  The  late 
disgracefiil  scene  at  Kip's  Bay  was  evidenUy 
ranliliug  in  his  mind. 

In  the  course  uf  his  rounds  of  inspection,  he 
waa  struck  with  tlie  skill  and  science  displayed  in 
the  coDstructian  of  some  of  the  works,  which 
were  thrown  up  under  the  direction  of  a  youth- 
ful captain  of  artillery.  It  pi'oved  to  be  the 
fiame  young  officer,  Alexauiler  Hamilton,  whom 
Greene  had  recommended  to  hia  notice.  After 
some  conversation  with  him,  Washington  invitud 
him  to  his  marquee,  and  thus  coramenceil  that 
interconree  which  has  indissolubly  linked  their 
memories  together. 

On  the  morning  of  the  1 6th,  word  was  brought 
to  head-quarters  that  the  enemy  were  advancing 
in  three  large  columns.  There  had  been  so  many 
false  reports,  that  Rccd,  the  adJataDt-geneml,  ob- 
tained leave  to  sally  forih  and  ascertain  the 
truth.  Washington  himself  soon  mounted  hia 
horse  and  rode  tonordB  the  advauL-ed  posts.  On 
aiiiring  there  he  heard  a  brisk  filing.  It  ivas 
kept  up  for  a  time  with  great  spirit.  There  wns 
evidently  a  sliai'p  L-ontlicL     At  length  Beei]  came 


gttlloping  l>ack  wilU  iufonnation.  A  strong'  ile- 
Uchmeui  of  the  eiieniy  limi  attacked  tlie  moat 
advanced  post,  which  was  situated  on  a  hilt 
skirted  by  a  wood.  It  had  been  bravely  de- 
feuded  by  Lieutenant-colonel  Knowlton,  Put- 
nam's favorite  officer,  who  hud  distin^ished 
liimsulf  at  Bunker's  Hiil ;  he  hail  under  him  a 
party  of  ConDecticut  rangers,  volunteers  from 
different  regiments.  After  skirmishing  for  a 
lime,  tlie  parly  had  been  overpowered  by  nom- 
bers  and  driven  iu,  and  the  outpost  was  taken 
possession  of  by  the  enemy.  Reed  supposed  the 
latter  to  be  ttbout  three  hundred  strong,  but  they 
were  much  stronger,  ihe  main  part  having  lieen 
concealed  behind  a  rising  ground  in  the  wood. 
They  were  composed  of  a  battalion  of  light  in- 
fantry, another  of  Boyal  Highlanders,  and  three 
compauies  of  Hessian  riflemen ;  all  under  the 
command  of  General  Leslie. 

Reed  urged  that  troops  should  be  sent  lo  sup- 
poi-t  the  brave  fellows  who  had  behaved  so  well. 
While  he  wss  talking  with  Washington,  "  the 
enemy,"  he  says,  "appeared  in  open  view,  and 
sounded  their  bugles  in  the  most  insulting  man- 
ner, as  usual  after  a  fox-chase.  I  never."  adds 
be,  "felt  such  a  sensation  before;  it  seemed  to 
crown  our  disgrace." 

Washington,  too,  was  stnng  by  the  taunting 
note  of  derision  ;  it  recalled  the  easy  triumph  of 
the  enemy  at  Kip's  Bay.  Resolved  that  some- 
thing should  be  done  to  wipe  out  that  disgrace, 
and  rouse  the  spirits  of  the  army,  he  ordered  out 
three  companies  from  Colonel  Weedon's  r^ment 
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just  arrived  from  Virginia,  and  sent  them  under 
Major  Leitch,  to  joiu  Knowlton's  rangers.  The 
Itoopi  tlius  united  were  to  get  in  the  rear  of  the 
enemy,  while  &  feigned  accauk  was  made  upon 
ihem  in  front. 

The  pliu  was  partially  successful.  As  the 
force  advanced  to  make  the  ialse  attack,  the 
enemy  ran  down  the  hill,  and  took  what  they 
considered  an  advantageous  position  behind  some 
fences  and  hushes  nhich  skirted  iL  A  firing 
commenced  between  them  and  the  advancing 
party,  but  at  too  great  a  distance  to  do  much 
barm  on  either  side.  Id  the  mean  time,  Knowl- 
ton  and  Leitcb,  ignorant  of  this  change  in  the 
enemy's  position,  having  made  a  circuit,  came 
upon  them  in.  flank  instead  of  in  rear.  They 
were  sharply  received,  A  vii-id  contest  took 
place,  in  which  Connecticut  vied  with  Tirginia 
in  bravery.  In  a  little  while  Major  Leitch  re- 
ceived three  bnllets  in  his  side,  aud  was  borne 
off  the  field.  Shortly  afterward,  a  wound  in  the 
head  from  a  musket  ball,  brought  Knowlton  to 
the  ground.  Colonel  Reed  placed  him  on  his 
horse,  and  conveyed  him  to  a  distant  redoubt. 
The  men,  undismayed  by  Ihe  &11  of  theu-  lead- 
en,  fought  with  uufliuchiug  resolution  under  the 
command  of  their  captains.  The  enemy  were 
reinforced  by  u  battalion  of  Hessians  and  a  com- 
pany of  chasseurs.  Washington  likewise  sent 
reinforcements  of  New  England  and  Maryland 
troops.  The  action  waxed  hotter  and  hotter ; 
the  enemy  were  driven  from  Uie  wood  into  the 
plain,  and  pushed  for  some  distance ;  the  Amer- 


boii^of  d«  OMVf  wecea^ 


CUmkI  KnowlM  dU  Mt  lo^  HTTNc  tk*  a»- 
titm.  -  WlKa  pwpwg  ia  ifce  ■gowa  of  death." 
Mfi  Ci>l<ifMl  Baed,  "all  In*  taqmr;  ««•  whedMr 
be  had  dnmi  in  dw  tataajJ"  He  waa  Mixioas 
K<r  Ibe  taniaM  knar  of  Cosacctknt.  He  bad 
(he  driag  ■aitifcrtiow  vl  lawwtag  ibal  hi*  nea  had 


irM^eaia  of  ineoeia  in  the  caaqwigiL  and  nrned 
Ibe  •fvrito  of  dia  am;.  Washington  aragfat  to 
tuni  It  to  Um  gnauM  adTaaiag«.  In  hta  gmtmii 
Olden,  ha  aktUfnnj  dktribntad  pcaiae  and  ceaaar& 
The  iroopt  onder  Lentch  were  thanked  for  being 
the  flnt  lo  afhmre  apon  the  enemj' ;  asd  tfae 
New  Kugloail  Uoop*  for  gallaxitl;  supporting 
UM^ni :  and  their  conduct  wns  bnnonihlj  oontnuted 
with  that  of  the  recreant  truo)i«  at  Kip's  Baj. 
Of  Koowlion.  who  bad  faDen  white  gloriDuI; 
fluting,  ha  spoke  aa  "on^  who  would  hare  dotie 
hoaor  to  ttj  coanCnr.' 
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The  name  of  Leitch  was  given  by  him  for  the 
next  iliiy's  pnrole.  Tlmt  brave  offiiMr  died  of 
bis  wouutla  OD  the  1st  of  Octot>er,  sooiiied  in  U>s 
lust  moiucuts  by  that  recompeijse  so  d«ar  to  n 
solilier's  heart,  the  enuomium  of  a,  beloved  tom- 

lii  the  dead  of  the  niglit,  on  the  20th  Septfim- 
bor,  a  great  light  wits  behold  by  the  picket 
guards,  loomiDg  up  from  behind  the  hilb  in  the 
direction  of  the  city.  It  cotitmned  throughout 
the  night,  and  wan  tit  times  eo  strong  that  the 
heavens  in  thnt  direction  appeftred  lo  them,  they 
said,  as  if  in  flames.  At  daybreak  huge  columns 
of  emoke  were  still  rising.  It  was  evident  there 
had  been  a  groat  contlagration  m  New  York. 

In  the  course  of  the  morning  Captain  Men* 
iresor,  ^de-de-camp  to  General  Howe,  oime  out 
with  a  flag,  bearing  a  letter  to  Washington  on  the 
subject  of  an  eichnnge  of  prisoners.  Acconliug 
to  Montresor's  aci»uiit  a  great  part  of  the  city 
had  been  burut  down,  and  as  the  night  was  ex- 
tremely windy,  tlie  whole  might  have  been  so, 
but  for  the  exertions  of  the  officers  and  men  of 
the  British  army.  He  implied  it  to  be  the  act  of 
American  inoendiaries,  several  of  whom,  he  in- 
formed Colonel  Iteed,  hwl  been  caught  in  the  fact 
and  instantly  shot.  Cteueral  Howe,  in  his  private 
correspondence,  makes  the  same  aasertiou,  and 
Bays  they  were  detected,  and  killed  on  Uie  spot 
by  the  enraged  troups  in  giirrison. 

Enraged  troops,  with  weapons  in  their  hands, 
are  not  apt,  in  a  time  of  confusion  and  alarm, 
to  be  correct  judges  of  fact,  or  dispensers  of  jus- 
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tiee.     The   atf   «w   alwsjv   i 

fcaew  BMkiMg  aiKwt  it.     We  h«vc 

in  a  eoondl  of  mr  m  a  ■;■»!»  of  poG^i  bw 
•efcr  adi>p«ad.aad  ««  eifjiiMiy  fcrtiMea  kf 
CongraM. 

Thceaonjr  wen  aow  brining  ap  Aear  Wsvy 
"■""i  [-■•]^«**'»jr  to  Ml  attaek  qnn  the  Aaar- 
na  omp  bf  the  tnof*  anl  bj  dK  AJfil 
Whst  WM  i)h!  ftxte  orWMhiDguio'i  an^?  Tbt 
leraui  of  engagement  of  manjr  of  hb  men  wmtld 
•Mm  be  at  an  end,  moat  of  tbem  woaU  faiaJiinU. 
with  (he  7«w,  nor  £d  Congreaa  bold  cnU  aftn  to 
enconjage  reenliaiinefila.  *'  We  are  now,  aa  it 
were,  npoo  the  eve  <J  snodier  dMoIodaa  of  Ae 
Krmj."  writes  be,  ''and  onleaa  aoiae  apeedj  and 
eflectnal  mearam  «e  adopted  bjr  CoafaruM,  ow 
cwue  win  be  loit."  Under  ibeae  gtoomj  a{i|m- 
beniEcHia.  be  bormwed,  as  he  iwd.  -*  a  few  moaaeoM 
from  the  boun  allotteil  Co  deep,"  and  m  (be 
nt^l  nf  the  24th  of  SepteinbeT,  penned  an  ad- 
mirable letter  to  the  President  of  Congreaa,  let- 
ling  forth  the  total  ineffidencj  of  the  exining 
military  sjratem,  the  toUl  insnlmrdination.  waste, 
miifmion.  and  dixconteat  prodnced  by  it' among 
the  meii,  and  the  hara»^Dg  car«s  and  reistioDs  to 
which  it  nibject«d  the  conunander^  Nor  did  be 
content  himaelf  with  complaining,  but,  in  hia  ftill, 
dear,  and  BagnHoQs  manfier.  pointed  oat  the 
remedie*.  To  tfa«  achievements  of  his  indir&tigB- 
hle  pen,  we  may  incc  the  most  bnanate  turns 
14  the  rnrrcni  of  our  levolntionary  afliurs.     In 
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tbe  present  iostance  bU  represoiitatioits,  illustraUid 
by  sad  experience,  produced  at  leugth  a  roorgani- 
n  of  tbe  »tmy,  and  tbe  establishment  of  it  oil 
H  pennune.Qi  footing.  It  wua  decnHtd  tbiit  lii^ily- 
eigbt  battAii<)D«i  should  be  fumUhed  m  quoUw,  by 
the  different  States,  according  to  tlieir  abilitiei. 
The  pay  of  the  officers  was  raised.  The  troop* 
which  itug-jged  lo  serve  tbroagbuut  tbe  vrur  w«rt! 
!  a  bounty  of  twenty  dollar*  and  one 
hundred  acrea  of  land,  besides  A  yearly  suit  of 
dotlies  wlule  in  service.  ThoH:  who  eni'wtc']  for 
bat  three  years,  received  no  Ixtunty  in  laod.  Tbe 
bounty  to  officen  waa  tta  «  bit^Iurr  mtio.  Tba 
Slates  were  to  «end  ooDiiDia«ioufTi  to  Uu  annj, 
la  arrange  with  the  com  n>;wler-in-<JiiH'  a*  Itt  tbe 
■ppoiatment  (J  offioen  in  their  qiuitaai  hat,  as 
th^  "^^  ootMiunaDj  be  alow  is  vmtfkjiog 
«iik  tUa  Rgaiatkm,  WwMagum  na  ewpwwjeJ 
to  in  qi  aO  noMaea. 

AD  tka*  wm%  gnat  n&f  lo  Vk  Bvad.     lU 

Ml,  lijr  rftrtJKg,  rfk«r  ■  loaf  «ur- 

1  dM  Briiiik  rBWHlFT,  M  o- 

of  pwwew,  ia  wlaA  fboae  miiart  I  ia 


were   Lor*.   SdAag  and  Ur*^ 
villi  AnoU,  Ml 
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Aboat  tliU  ciiiie  itiformadon  was  receiFer]  tlist 
tlie  eatsmy  were  eDlUting  great  untnbet^  of  the 
lojHlistB  of  Long  Iglaod.  anil  collecting;  brge 
quautitiea  uf  nWck  for  tlieir  support.  Olirer  De 
Laiicy,  n  leuding  loyalist  of  New  York,  member 
of  a  wcDtlhj  family  of  hooorable  Huguenot  de- 
Mieiit.  wuB  a  prime  agent  in  the  matter.  lie  kail 
re<»!nlly  li«eD  appointed  brigadier-general  in  tbe 
royal  Mrvice,  and  nathoriz«d  by  General  Uowe 
Id  ratw  n  brigade  of  provincials  ;  and  wan  actu- 
ally nt  Jamaica,  on  Long  Island,  offering  com- 
missiona  of  uiptain,  lieulennnt,  and  ensign,  to  any 
reRjMititMble  per«on  who  should  raise  a  coroiiany 
of  seventy  men;  the  latter  to  receive  Briti^ 
pay. 

A  (leacent  upon  Long  Island,  to  counteract 
tliesu  projects,  was  eooRertad  by  General  George 
Clinton  of  New  York,  and  General  Lincoln  of 
Massaehu setts,  but  men  and  water  craA  were 
waning  to  carry  it  into  efiect,  and  the  "  tory  enlist- 
ment continued."  They  were  not  confined  to 
Long  Islnnd,  but  prevailed  more  or  Jesa  on 
Staten  Island,  in  the  Jerseys,  up  the  Iliidson  as 
fhr  as  Dutchess  County,  and  in  Westdiester 
County,  more  especially.  Slany  of  llie  loyalists, 
it  ninsC  be  acknowledged,  were  honorable  men, 
Conseientiuusly  engaged  in  the  service  of  their 
sovereign,  and  anxiiius  to  put  down  what  they 
sincerely  regarded  as  an  unjustitlHble  rebellion  ; 
and  among  tliese  may  be  clearly  classed  ihe  De 
Lonucys.  There  were  otliers,  huwever,  of  a 
iliHttreul  stamp,  the  most  notorious  of  whom,  at 
tills  juncture,  was  one   Robert  Sogers  of  New 
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Hampshire.  He  had  been  ■  worthy  ooniRuIe  of 
Pntmun  aoi]  Stark,  in  some  of  their  «arij  enler- 
prues  ilnriE^  Uk  Freoefa  irar,  uu]  bad  made 
iiimwir  Eunow  m  majar  of  «  paulieia  corps  aSkd 
f  Bsngen.     Gorenor  Tnonboll  described 


ekiBed  in  wsjlsjin^  amlNHnd^  and  radlcn  i^ 
taAT  Hk  feaM  of  am*  had  evidntlj  loaw 
what  of  ibe  Indba  dianctor.  He  had  tince  beea 
gonetiwr  of  Michi6wadd— c  (I76C).  sod  aoetned 
of  a  |dac  to  plunder  hk  own  fan  and  join  tbs 
Frenck.  At  the  ooAreak  of  dw  Rendntm  be 
piajed  a  rioilking,  ttfwvoai  part,  and  appeand 
rendj  to  join  either  partj.     In  1775,  KaihiDgioa 


R  an  TiyTiw>L   ihnw^b  the  AaoeficMi 
a^  al  9t.  John'k. 
Beaearty.  ««  luminij;  thai  he  waa   pmwBng 

d  eaoMd  Ua  l«  be  anvrted.     Oa 
1.  he  durland  Aat  he  »«■  ee  Ua  wwj 
to  ^M- ^  w(s«t  aerrieM  IS  CcMgROB.     lie  w« 

a  u>  thai  bud;,  ia  ootfody  «f  aa 
Cw^nw  liUm«d  b»  oti  U*  pled^^e 
thr  bcioer  uf  a  gijitiB- 
naa,'  bat  lo  Lstf  anaf  a^ume  Ihe  rtirrifm 
ITaiBid  OAutntw  in  an j  manner  -AMUnwe.  dariBg 
iheeMWM  <rilh  Gretf  fiiitaiB. 

•  L«  UteawiBd  wiicin  fae  fiuinted  Iw 


L  «ud  «  at  uuw  autukUv  rai»- 
a  Mrjr  cor])*  le  he  eaUed  tiie  <jaeeai'«  lUi^gBn. 


SH  urs  ar  ■ucaamraK 


n 


or  >1I  J 


^aftjME  Biriil*  iif  I 


tip  prt^  £frllCI|faM.[Iiiw«r     IB:  iBMKliamr 


■  <  .WJ. 
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parts  of  bis  camp  on  hoi^ebadc.  Oocasiopollj 
l>e  crossed  ov«r  to  Fort  Coiuiituiioii.  on  tbe  Jer- 
sey shore,  of  whkJi  General  Greene  liad  cfaxTge, 
and,  accompanied  by  him,  extended  his  recoO' 
noiierings  down  to  PsdIds  Hook,  lo  obwire  what 
waa  going  on  in  the  ctljr  and  among  the  enemy's 
ships.  Greene  had  recently  been  promoted  to 
■  he  rank  of  major-genera],  and  now  had  command 
ul  all  llie  troops  in  tbe  Jersey^  Re  had  liberty 
to  shift  his  qnaHers  to  Bafkingridge  or  Bergen, 
as  circumstances  might  rMjaire ;  but  ina»  enjoined 
lo  keep  ap  a  comtnunication  with  the  tnaio  araajr, 
east  of  the  Hudson,  so  as  to  secure  a  retreat  in 
case  of  necessity. 

The  security  of  tbe  Hudson  was  at  iLis  time 
an  object  of  great  solidlude  with  Congress,  and 
mudi  reliance  was  placed  on  Pulitani's  obstruc- 
tions at  Fort  Washiiiglon.  Four  galleys,  moaoled 
wiib  heavy  guns  and  swivels,  were  stationed  at 
ibe  dicraiiX'de'frise.  and  two  new  ships  were  at 
hand,  which,  filled  with  stones  were  to  be  sunk 
where  they  would  block  up  the  clianneL  A  sloop 
was  alM)  at  andior,  haTJng  on  board  a  machine, 
invented  by  a  3Ir.  Bushucll,  for  submarine  ex- 
plosion, with  whidi  lo  blow  op  the  men-of-war ; 
a  bvorile  sdieme  with  General  Puljuun.  'Die 
obstructions  were  so  cotnmanded  by  batteries  on 
eadi  sbore,  that  it  waa  thought  no  boetOe  ship 
would  be  able  to  pass. 

On  ihe  mh  of  October,  however,  llie  £c»4hc( 
and  /%i7nrr,  ea<li  of  furty-four  gun*,  and  the  Tar- 
tar of  tucuiy  gOH.  which  had  been  Ijing  lor 
Eoine  time  opposibe  Moomingdale,  got  under  way 
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with  ilieir  three  lender*,  st  eighl  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  niid  came  slandiug  up  the  river  with  an 
easy  BoutbtirD  breeze.  Al  Ilieir  upprottcb,  the 
gslleys  and  the  two  tliii*  ialenJnl  lo  be  eaak, 
got  miller  way  with  all  hasle,  as  did  a  schooner 
laden  with  rum,  sugar,  aod  other  snpplieB  for  the 
Atnericab  army,  aiid  the  sloop  wilh  Bushaell's 
Bubmnriue  macliiDe. 

The  Roebuck,  P/tanix,  and  Tartar,  broke 
tlirough  the  vaunled  barriera  as  through  a  cob- 
web. Seven  batteries  kcpl  a  conslaul  lire  upon 
them,  yet  a  genilemiin  was  oWrved  witlking  the 
deck  of  the  second  ship  as  coolly  as  if  nothing 
were  the  matter.^  Washinglon,  indeed,  in  a  lel- 
Itir  to  Schuyler,  says  ■■  thciy  passed  without  any 
kind  of  dnmagt:  or  interruption  : "  but  Lord  Howe 
reports  to  llio  admiralty  that  ihey  Huflered  much 
in  their  tna«ts  and  rigging,  and  that  a  lieutenant, 
two  midshipmen,  and  six  men  wei-e  killed,  and 
eighteen  wounded. 

The  hostile  ships  kept  on  iheir  oiurse,  the 
American  resscla  scudding  before  them.  The 
achoouer  wa*  overhauled  and  cnplured ;  a  well- 
aimed  shot  sent  the  el(X)p  and  Bushnell's  subma- 
rine engine  lo  the  bottom  of  ihe  river.  The  two 
new  ships  would  have  taken  refuge  in  Spyl  den 
Duivel  Creek,  but  fearing  there  might  not  be  water 
enough,  they  kept  uu  and  drove  ashore  at  Philips' 
Mills  at  Yonkera.  Two  of  the  galleys  got  iuto  a 
place  of  safety,  where  ihey  were  protected  fivm 
tlie  shore;  ihe  other  tivu  trusted  to  outsail  their 
pun'uei'9.     Tlie  breeze  freshened,  and  the  frigatea 

1  Cc'I.  l::wing  la  Hip  Marrlund  L'ommiltuu  of  StTetjr. 
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gained  on  Clium  fnat;  at  11  o'clock  began  ta  tire 
oil  liient  with  their  bow-choaers,  ai\A  at  12  o'clock 
overreached  them,  which  caused  them  to  bear  in 
shore ;  at  hnlf  pngt  one  the  gallejs  ran  ngrouud 
just  nbovu  Uubbs'  Ferry,  and  lay  exposed  to  a 
shower  of  grape-sliot  The  crews,  willioul  stop- 
ping to  bum  or  bilge  them,  swam  on  shore,  aud 
tlio  enemy  took  possession  of  the  two  gallejs, 
which  were  likely  to  be  formidable  means  of  an- 
noyance in  tiieir  hands. 

One  express  Hfter  another  brought  Washington 
word  of  these  occuixeiices.  First,  he  sent  off  a 
party  of  ritie  and  artillery  men,  with  two  twelve- 
pounders,  to  secure  the  new  ships  which  hid  run 
aground  at  Yoiikera.  Next,  he  ordered  Ci>lonei 
Sargent  to  inarch  up  along  the  eastern  shore  with 
five  hundred  infantry,  a  troop  of  liglil  horse,  and  a 
detacbment  of  artillery,  to  prevent  the  landing  of 
the  enemy.  Before  the  troops  arrived  at  Dobbs' 
Ferry  the  ahijw'  boats  had  plundered  a  store  there, 
and  set  it  on  fire. 

To  prevent,  if  possible,  the  men-of-war  already 
up  the  river  from  coming  down,  or  others  from 
below  joining  them,  Washington  gave  orders  to 
complete  the  obstructions.  Two  hulks  which  lay 
in  Spyl  den  Dulvel  Creek,  were  hastily  ballasted 
by  men  from  General  Heath's  division,  and  men 
were  sent  up  to  get  off  the  ships  which  had  mo 
agrouml  at  Philips'  Mills,  thnt  tbey  might  be 
brought  down  and  sunk  immediately. 

It  is  difficnlt  to  give  an  idea  of  the  excitement 
Reused  by  this  new  irruption  of  hostile  ships  inio 
the  waters  of  the  Hudson,  or  of  the  various  con- 
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I  heir  object.     Tbej  r 


DWralv  Cii  interrnpt  uavigalion.  and  prevent  sttp- 
pUe*  from  enmiiig  down  lo  the  Am 
The;  might  b«  carrying  arms  and 
(br  (iomcMic  enemies  «kiilkin|!  abonC  the  river,  and 
<uUy  wiiicing  ta  opporiDDicy  to  strike  a  hlaw, 
"They  might  huve  titiupe  concealed  on  board  with 
mcent  to  RUTprwe  ihe  posts  in  the  Hizhltutds,  and 
evt  ofT  th»  iatercaane  between  the  AiDerican 
aiMJLj.  To  such  a  ilegree  had  tlie  'ipiric  at'  dis- 
afttttiaa  bwa  iccreadcil  in  the  cuuuiies  ndjucent 
hy  iIm  river,  sioai  ibe  deseeai  af  Ike  Ximt  anil 
nmmx,hy  Aa  ntnais aad  ewMtauioB  wbiAhad 

Ilie  bkUim  ct  Aow  eoonties  Ibr  ths  araqr  of  Wad 
nfpDO.  iWt,  ia  aae  «i< 

awwoMtaml,  and  Mngkl  «M>i7  be  ivw  ifumani, 

iiyiriiWy  with  the  ailaf  iwiupa  hniti  ftoBah^ 

ma*  lUa  afitadM  prewJed  below,  faei*^ 


intend         ^| 


ikm  lba6%MBi  «v(«  ahcwdjr  be&tc  TanjMwa 
n  A*  TapfpM  Sea-     Vawl  «m  i 


«iMca«tka«pvtfllMi 

flfa  -  -.        _ 
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will)  till!  enemy,  may  seize  bucIi  pasaes  as  will  cut 
off  tlie  commuiiicatiou  between  Ihe  army  and  lis, 

Biid  prevent  joiir  supplies We  beg 

lenve  lo  suggest  to  your  Excellency  ilie  projiriely 
of  Bending  a  body  of  men  to  the  Higlilands  or 
Feekskill.  lo  secure  the  pnsseB,  prevent  iusur- 
reciion,  Hnd  overawe  the  di^fTected." 

Washington  transmitted  the  lettvr  lo  ihe  Pres- 
ident of  Congi'eaa  on  the  12tb.  "  I  have  ordered 
up,"  wriles  he,  "  part  of  the  tniliiia  from  Mnssn' 
chuselta,  under  General  Lincoln,  to  prevent,  if 
possible,  tlie  consequences  which  they  suggest 
may  happen,  and  which  there  is  reason  to  believe 
the  conspirators  hare  in  contemplslion.  I  am 
persuailed  tliat  Ibey  are  on  the  eve  of  breaking 
out,  and  that  ihey  will  leave  nothing  unessaytnl 
that  will  distress  us,  and  favor  the  designs  of  the 
enemy,  as  soon  as  their  schemes  are  ripe  for  it." 
In  fact,  it  was  said  that  tbe  lories  were  arming 
and  collecting  in  the  Highlands  under  the  direc- 
tion of  disguised  officers,  to  aid  Ihe  conspiracies 
formed  by  Governor  Tryon  and  his  adherents, 

As  a  further  precaiilion,  an  expresa  was  sent 
off  by  Wiiabiuglon  to  Colonel  Tash,  who,  with  a 
regiment  of  New  Hampshire  militia,  was  on  his 
way  from  Hartford  to  the  camp,  ordering  him  to 
repair  with  all  possible  dispatch  lo  Fisbkill,  and 
there  hold  himself  at  the  disposition  o(  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety. 

James  Clinton,  also,  who  had  charge  of  the 
posts  in  the  Higbhiiids,  was  put  on  the  alert. 
That  trusty  officer  was  now  a  brigadier-general, 
having  been  promoted  by  Congress,  on  tbe  8th 


^  ^"^^^ 
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lowiug  language  to  Gouveriieur  Morris,  chairman 
of  d  special  commilteti  :  "  Had  1  bei^u  vesl«d  n 
nbaotute  power  in  this  Sinle,  I  hare  oficii  said, 
nnd  still  think,  (hat  I  woulil  Uwt  spring  have  des- 
olated all  Long  Miind,  StcUen  Isiaiid,  the  city  and 
county  of  New  Yorlc,  and  all  that  part  of  the 
couuly  of  Weslchestff  which  lies  below  the  iiioiid> 
tains.  I  would  then  have  stationed  the  main 
iNxIy  of  the  army  in  the  moiintHins  on  the  east, 
and  eight  or  ten  thousand  men  in  the  Highlands 
on  the  west  side  of  the  river.  I  would  hare  di- 
rected the  river  at  Ihrl  Monlgommy,  which  is 
nearly  at  the  southern  extremity  of  the  moun- 
Inins.  lo  be  so  slinllowed  as  to  afiord  only  depth 
Bufficient  for  an  Albany  sloop,  and  all  the  south- 
ern passes  Btid  dufilca  in  the  inouritaius  lo  be 
fitrougly  fortified.  Nor  do  I  think  the  Bhallowing 
of  the  river  a  romantic  scheme.  Uocky  moiin- 
tHins rise  immediately  from  llie  shores.  The 
bn-'odth  is  not  very  great,  though  the  depth  is. 
But  what  caiuiot  eight  or  ten  thousand  men,  well 
worked,  effect  ?  According  to  tins  plan  of  de- 
fense the  Stale  would  be  absolutely  impregnable 
against  all  the  world,  on  the  seaside,  and  would 
have  notliing  to  fear  except  from  the  way  of  tlie 
lake.  Should  tlie  etiemy  gain  the  river,  even 
below  ihe  mouiittiins,  I  think  1  foresee  that  a  re- 
treat would  become  necessary,  and  I  can't  forbear 
wishing  that  a  desire  of  saving  a  few  acres  may 
not  lead  us  into  difficulties."  ' 

Three  days  afler  this  remarkable  letter  was 
written,  the  enemy's  ships  did  gain  llie  river;  and 
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liro  ihjs  *Aer«Hib.  Oetuber  llth.  Reed,  ibe 
aifyitmei-^eatni.  ibe  woMuu  at  VTwbiiigloa'B 
iBMMJlf  wiiles  to  bb  «iJe  ftoa  HhImb  Hci^la: 
**  Mj  most  sanguine  views  iId  not  extend  fiwtber 
tfcftn  keeping  our  gniuid  bcnr  lill  tiiB  c 
dones^  IT  the  enrat^  bcGite  to  prev  as. 
raaohred  to  risk  sn  en^n^iaent.  br,  if  v«  « 
ighl  ihem  on  this  grotutd,  we  ^m  on  du 
Anierica.  Tbe  9lup»  ore  tbe  oulj  eircnnn 
tm&TDrsble  to  as  ben." 

On  tlie  some  ia.j  itisc  this  letter  « 
asntall  tmwI.  sloop-risgeil,  wiiJi  ■  t 
descried  ffita  Fort  WaAtin^iau,  eat 
ttK  river  wiib  a  tnsh  br««m.  It  ws 
by  tho«ti  oi>  the  look-out  to  be  one  of  die  DritiBb 
tenilers.  boiI  thuj  p%Mc  it  a  shot  froni  »  Iwet*e~ 
pouD(i«r.  Their  nint  was  noiijrtunatelT  too  true. 
Thrtie  of  ctw  urew  were  kiUnI  mil  ttie  mpbiin 
wouaded.  It  pnired  Ui  be  Wusliingtuu'a  yadlt, 
river    previuuftly  to  itie 
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CHAPTER  XXVI. 

Lee  cxp«cted  in  Camp.  —  Hii  Letter  nf  Advice  to  ths  Preu- 
dent  of  Congres!.  —  Tlio  Enemy  at  Tbrog'6  Nei-k.  —  W«sh- 
iopon's  Arrangements,  — Ridoa  to  Thmg'a  Neck.  — Tlie 
Enpniy  brought  to  uStanit,  —  Uililmy  HnTement!i — Ar- 
riv«l  of  Lea.—AConiiiMnd  Awigned  to  Him.  —  CriliciBw 
the  Condact  of  Congreaa  and  the  Army.  —  Council  or 
Wnr.  —  The  Army  to  moTB  to  the  MiiiQland.  —  Fort  Wash- 
ingliin  lo  tic  kept  up. 

BR^HF  General  Lee  should  be  in  Pliiladel- 
K^  ZU  [iliiiL,"  writes  John  Jny  to  Ruiledge, 
IP^I*'^  "  pray  haisteii  bis  depiirturu  —  Im  b  much 
ivnulL-d  i,t  New  York."  The  BueceBBeB  of  Lee  at 
(lie  soutli  were  contnisled  bj  many  with  the  defeat 
on  Long  Island,  and  evacuation  of  New  York,  aud 
tfaey  began  (o  consider  him  the  maiti  bope  of  tbe 
army.  Hazard,  tbe  poatmaaler,  writing  fi'oin 
Hat'lem  Heigbts  to  Geuural  Gates  on  the  llth, 
laments  it  Ei9  a  misfortune  that  Lee  should  have 
been  to  the  southward  for  several  moutbs  past. 
but  adds  cbeeringly, "  he  is  expected  here  to-day." 

Joseph  Trumbull,  the  commiSHary-general,  also 
writes  to  Gates  under  the  same  date :  '^  General 
Lee  is  to  be  here  this  evening.  He  left  Phila- 
delphia OB  the  8th." 

Lee,  the  object  of  so  many  hopes,  was  acttially 
in  the  Jerseys,  on  his  way  tu  the  camp.    He  writes 
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from  Aiuboy  on  the  12th,  to  the  President  of  Om- 
gress,  iororming  him  that  the  HessuiDS,  encamped 
opposite  ott  Staleii  Ifland,  bad  disappeared  ou 
the  preceding  nighi,  (piitting  the  island  entirelji 
and  some  great  nicnBure  was  believed  to  be  in 
agitation.  "  I  am  confident,"  writes  he,  "  they  will 
Dot  attack  General  Wasliiuglon's  lines;  such  a 
measure  is  too  absurd  fur  a  man  of  Mr.  Howe'a 
genius ;  and  unless  they  hare  received  Riitleriiig 
aooonnts  from  Biirgoyne,  [hat  he  will  be  able  to 
effectuate  a  jnnctiou  (which  I  conceive  they  have 
not),  they  will  no  longer  remain  kicking  their 
heels  at  New  York.  They  will  put  the  place  in 
a  respectable  stale  of  defense,  which,  with  their 
command  of  the  waters,  may  be  easily  done,  leave 
four  or  five  thousand  men,  and  direct  their  opera- 
tions to  a  more  decisive  object.  They  will  infalli- 
bly proceed  either  immediaiely  up  the  river  Dela- 
ware with  their  whole  Iroopa,  or,  what  is  more 
probable,  land  somewhere  about  South  Amboy  or 
Shrewsbury,  and  march  straight  to  Trenton  or 
Burlington.  Od  ihe  supposition  that  this  will  be 
the  case,  what  are  we  to  do  'i  What  force  have  we  ? 
What  means  have  we  to  prevent  their  possessing 
themselves  of  Philadelphia?  General  Washing- 
ton's army  cannot  possibly  keep  pace  with  them. 
The  length  of  hts  route  is  not  only  infinitely 
greater,  but  his  obstructions  almost  insuperable. 
In  short,  before  he  could  cross  Hudson  River, 
they  might  be  lodged    and  strongly  furlified  on 

both    banks  of  the  Delaware For 

Heuven's  sake,  arouse  yourselves  !  For  Heaven's 
sake  let  ten  thousand  men  be  immediately  assem- 
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bicU,  and  BiiUioned  somewhere  about  Treutoii. 
In  my  opiiiiou,  your  whole  depends  upon  il.  I 
set  out  immediiilely  for  head-quarters,  where  I 
shall  conitnunicale  my  apprehension  ihnt  such 
will  he  the  next  operation  of  the  enemy,  and  urge 
the  expediency  of  sparing  n  part  of  his  army  (if 
he  has  any  to  spare)  for  this  object."^ 

On  the  very  morning  that  Lee  was  writing 
this  letter  at  Amboj,  Washington  i-eceived  intel- 
ligence by  express  from  General  Heath,  sta- 
tioned above  King's  Bridge,  that  the  enemy  were 
lauding  with  artillery  on  Throg's  Neck  ^  in  the 
Sound,  about  nine  milea  from  the  camp.  Wu.^h- 
iugton  surmised  that  Howe  was  pursuing  his 
original  plan  of  getting  into  the  rear  of  tlie  Amer- 
ican anny,  catting  otF  its  supplies,  which  were 
chiefly  derived  from  the  East,  and  interrupting  its 
communication  with  the  main  country.  OtRcers 
were  ordered  to  their  alarm  posts,  and  the  troops 
to  be  ready,  under  arms,  to  act  as  occasion  might 
require.  Word,  at  ihe  same  lime,  was  sent  to 
General  Ilcaib,  to  dispose  of  the  troops  on  his 
side  of  King's  Bridge,  and  of  two  militia  regi- 
ments posted  on  the  banks  of  Harlem  River  op- 
posite the  camp,  in  such  manner  as  lie  should 
think  necessary. 

Having  made  all  his  arrangements  as  promptly 
as  possible,  Washington  mounted  his  horse,  and 
rode  over  towards  Throg's  Neck  to  reooniioiler. 

Throg's  Neck  is  a  peninsula    in  Westchester 

I  Am.  Arehita,  Ath  Series,  ii.  10U8. 
>  Property  Thfock's  Neck,  from  Throckmorlou,  (he  name  of 
the  original  pn<priilar. 
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County,  siretchiug  upwards  of  two  inil«  iolo  tt= 
Sound.     It  was  separated  from  the  maiuUnd  b= 
a  uaiTow  creek  and  a  marsh,  and  vns  surromid^ 
Ly  water  every  liigli  tide.    A  bridge 
counecttng    witli  a    ruined  causeway    across  1^: 
marsb.  led  to  tLe  raaiiiland,  and  the  upper  end  k= 
the  creek  was  loi'dable  at  low  water.     Early     3 
the  morning,  eighty  or  ninety   boats   full  of  m^ 
hud  stood  up  the  Sound  fruui  Sloutresor's  Islav  - 
and  Long  Ishtnd,  aiid  had  landed  troops  to  tt^ 
number  of  four  thousand  on  Throg'a  Point,  tfc--*'' 
estremity  of  the   Neck.     Thence  the! 
pushed  forward  toward  the  causeway  and  bridg 
to  secure    that  piiw    to  the  raaialand.     Generp---^ 
Heath  had    been  loo    rapid  Ibr   ihein.     Colou^^^^ 
Hand   aud  hb    Philadelphia    riflemen,  tl 
who  had  checked  the  British  advance  i  _      ^ 

laland,  had  tiikeu  up  the  planks  of  the  bridg^^^^ 
arid  posted  theniaelves  opposite  the  end  of  tJi*^^ 
causeway,  whence  they  commenced  firing  witt^^^ 
their  rifles.  They  were  swu  reiiiforced  by  Coloo 
Prescott,  of  Bunker's  Hill  rem 
ment,  and  Lieutenant  Bryant  of  the  artillery,  willtf 
n  three-pouuder.  Checked  at  this  pH!>s,  tho  Britla)* 
moved  toward  the  head  of  the  creek ;  here  thtiy 
found  the  Americans  in  possession  of  the  furdr  ■■ 
where  they  were  reinforced  by  Colonel  Grahanv-* 
of  the  New  York  line,  with  hb  regiment,  i  ^~ 
Lieutenant  Joekson  of  the  artillery,  with  a  six— - 
pounder.  These  skilirul  dispositions  of  hb  tr» 
by  Geuernl  Heath  had  brought  the  enemy  to  ■ 
Bland.  By  the  time  Washington  i 
viciuily,  the  British  had  ejicamped  on  the  Keck  . 
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^  at  encli  oilier  ac 
'fifjunl  now  and  tli 
•m  fiQiii-piece. 

Having  surveyed 
"Mod  vrorks  to  be  ihi' 
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Bcattoniig 
the  marsb  ;  and  Captain 
Boluliiig    the  enemy  with 


ground,  Wasliingtou  or- 
n  up  at  the  pit^soB  from 
Neck  to  tlie  maiuliuid.  The  Briiish  idso  threw 
*t  a  work  ac  the  end  of  the  causeway.  In  the 
ships,  with  a  great  number  of  B'jhuou- 
bIooiw,  and  fla^lxlttoBled  boaia  fiiU  of  men, 
through  Hell  Gate,  [owarJs  Thi'iig's  Foiut: 
iafomiuUon  received  from  two  deserters,  gitve 
ihinglon  reason  to  believe  tlmt  tlie  greater 
uf  the  enemy's  forces  were  gathering  in  that 
jDarter.  Geoeral  MuDougall's  hrigadt:,  iu  which 
Colonel  Smallwood  and  the  independent 
llia|>auieB,  was  aeaX  in  the  evening  to  strengtliea 
iMth'a  division  at  King's  Uridgc,  and  ta  tliruw 
p,  works  opposite  the  ford  of  Iloriem  River, 
jreene,  who  had  heard  of  ihe  landing  of  the  en- 
tny  »t  Throg's  Neck,  wroU:  over  to  Washijigton, 
mm  Fort  CoostituUon,  iufbrmiDg  him  that  he 
•d  three  brigades  ready  to  join  him  if  required. 
If  the  troops  are  wauled  over  your  side, "said 
e,  "  or  likely  to  lie  bo,  tliey  should  be  got  over  in 
die  hitter  part  of  the  night,  as  the  shipping  niny 
Stove  up  from  below,  and  impede,  if  not  totally 
Mop  the  troops  from  passing.  The  tents  upon 
iStaien  Islaixl,"  hu  added,  "  had  ull  been  struck, 
fcr  as  couid  be  ascertained."  It  was  plain  the 
'iriiule  scene  of  action  was  changing. 

the   Htli,    Greueral  Lee  arrived  in    csmp, 
*here  he  was  welcomed  as  the  harbinger  of  good 
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fire  si  eitpli  uiLer  auroge  the  iB»i«b ;  mid  Cupuiui 
BryHni  iiuw  mui]  liit^  eaJuiiiig  ibe  (oien/  vitii 
Ilk  fiuld-pitioe. 

Haiii^  varv*:ftt&  tlit  ^ruuud,  Wabliuiglou  or- 
dered workt  to  be  ikrovji  up  ut  tlic  pwiBtw  from 
the  Nm^k  tu  ibe  nuuultuid.  Tbe  Bi-iii^i  uImi  clirew 
ti{>  u  Murk  VI  tli'i  *3iid  of  die  vau^wav.  In  tlie 
idltjriiuou  nine  xbijHi.  witb  a  ^eat  uiiuilnu  ul'suhuuu- 
BTE.  fil<n>]>fa.  and  tluI-buittuiiiBd  Luiil^  full  uf  Uieu, 
pueed  iLvDUgb  Hell  Gate,  lowucil^  TUrug'«  fuiut ; 
and  infunuutuiu  renuTiKl  fmui  Lwt>  dtwiriera,  gtive 
'Wufihiu^tjii  reuMiii  to  iKilit^vt  Iliul  tlit  grvuUtr 
jiurl  of  the  eutnaTV  ftircoe  were  gaEboruig  in  tliut 
qimrMr.  Gtiiierol  HiJ^DUgaU'e  l)rign(tc.  iu  Wliidi 
vnsft  C'ulauel  Bmnllwuoil  luid  tbe  iuUciMudtiut 
uuaipBiu«e.  WHS  mm  iu  llie  evuiiing  tu  Mreitgthan 
HeHtb'f  ilivJHJou  at  EiugV  lirid^.  and  to  tliruK' 
u|i  works  uppugjle  tbe  furd  of  Hurkm  Rivnr. 
GrtMtit:.  icbu  bud  beurd  uf  iLe  Imidiuf;  uf  Ibe  uu- 
emy  oi  Tbruge  Nin^.  wroir  over  to  Wu^luut^tou, 
fnnn  Fort  Cauatitutinn.  iufDrming  biiu  [luu  lie 
bad  Ibmc  brigudaa  ruuly  b>  juju  biiii  il  reijilired- 
"Iftbt  ti'Liup^  are  wairiwl  iivfr  vtmr  udti.  "aaid 
be,  "  or  likelv  ii>  be  ao.  Ibev  4bnuid  bv  ^t  over  IU 
tbe  \miXizr  pan  of  tbc  night.  a£  tbe  sliippiu^  tnuy 
name  np  Iram  below.  mn\  impetlc.  if  uui  toUliT 
Biap  lli£  truopi  &01U  piuaiug.  Tbf  lenu  npou 
buten  Iskiid,"  )iv  uiikd,  "  luul  all  bacu  «lruc^ 
jBliff  s»  Dould  be  BscerlaiuHd."  It  was  pbiiu  ibe 
4Aale  »ccuc  of  ucuou  witf  duuigiug. 

Ou  tiiL-  Hib.  Gnaierat  Lcr  ariivud  in  <mBip, 
It.  Uie  barbii^ger  of  guud 
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trbera  ships  hail  the  commaud  of  the  water  on 
eftch  side,  sad  where  King's  Briilge  was  thor 
ouly  pasa  by  which  to  escajie  from  being  wholly 
iDclosed  i  Had  not  their  recent  experience  on 
Long  Island  and  ul  New  York  taught  them  the 
danger  of  such  positions  ?  "  For  my  part,"  saii] 
he,  "  I  would  have  uothing  to  do  with  the  ial- 
aDds  to  which  you  have  been  dinging  so  pertina- 
ciougly — I  would  ^ve  Mr.  Howe  a.  fee-simplB 
of  them." 

"After  much  consideration  and  debate, "  saya 
the  reu>i'(l  of  the  council,  "  the  following  ({uegtioD 
was  slnted  :  Whether  (it  having  appe-ared  that 
the  obstructions  in  the  North  River  have  proved 
UBuflicieut,  and  that  the  enemy's  whole  force  se 
now  ID  our  rear  on  Frog  Point)  it  ie  now  deemed 
jHissilile,  in  our  situation,  to  prevent  the  enemy 
from  cutting  off  the  oommunication  with  ihe 
counti'y,  and  compelling  us  lo  fight  them  at  all 
disadvantages  or  surrender   prisoners    at  discre- 

All  agreed,  with  but  one  dissenting  voice,  that 
ii  was  not  possible  to  prevent  the  communication 
from  being  cut  otT,  aud  that  one  of  tlie  conse- 
i{ueiicus  mentioned  in  the  question  must  follow. 

The  disseutiug  voice  was  that  of  General 
George  Cliuiou,  a  brave  downright  man,  hut  little 
versed  in  the  science  of  warfare.  He  could  not 
comprehend  the  policy  of  abandoning  so  strong  a 
position  ;  they  were  equal  in  number  to  the  en- 
emy, and.  as  they  must  light  them  somewhere, 
oould  do  it  to  more  advantage  there  thou  any- 
where  elae.     Clinton  felt  as  a  guardian  of   the 
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Hudson  ao<]  the  upper  couutry,  and  wished  to 
meet  the  enemy,  as  it  were,  at  tlie  very  threshold. 

As  the  resolve  of  Congress  seemed  imperative 
with  regard  to  Fort  Washington,  that  post,  it  was 
agreed,  should  be  "  retniiied  aft  long  as  possible." 

A  strong  gnrrisoa  was  accordingly  placed  in  it. 
composed  chiefly  of  troops  frora  Magaw'a  and 
Shee'a  FentisylvaniA  regiments,  the  latter  under 
Lieuleuant^wloiiel  Lambert  Cadwalader,  of  Phil- 
adelphia. Shee  having  obtained  leave  ot  absence, 
Colouel  Magaw  was  put  in  command  of  the  post, 
and  eutemiily  charged  by  Washington  to  defend 
it  to  the  last  extremity.  The  name  of  the  oppo- 
Btle  post  ou  the  Jeriey  shore,  whej'e  Greene  was 
Biationed,  was  changed  from  Fort  Gonslitution  to 
Fort  Lee,  in  honor  of  the  general  Lee,  in  fact, 
was  the  military  idol  of  the  day.  Even  the  fam- 
ily of  the  commander-in-chief  joined  in  paying  him 
homage.  Colonel  Tench  Tilghman,  Waehinglou's 
aide-de-camp,  iu  a  letter  to  a  friend,  writes: 
"  Tou  ask  if  General  Lee  b  in  health,  and  our 
people  bold.  I  answer  both  in  the  Affirmative. 
His  appenranee  amongst  us  has  eonlrihuled  not  a 
little  to  the  latter." 
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MB,  Biid  ciiMisiiig  sites  ror  breasttvorka  and  re* 
By  tib  skillful  dispositioD  o(  ibe  army, 
t  WIS  protecied  in  its  whole  length  by  ihe  Bronx, 
'  narrow  but  <Ieep  slrenra,  rriiigeil  with  Trees, 
*kich  mil  Biong  the  foot  of  the  ridge ;  at  the 
LmG  time  his  troops  fnt-ed  niid  ouIflanWi  the  en- 
ay,  anti  covered  the  muds  along  which  ihe  slores 
ad  ha^age  liad  to  be  trjinsported.  On  the  2l8t, 
B  abified  liis  bead-quarlera  to  Valentine's  Hill, 
id  OD  Ibe  23a  to  White  Plaius,  where  be  ata- 
Soned  bimsell'  in  a  fortilied  ctinip. 

While  he  was  thus  incessantly  in  acliou,  Gen- 
Bfal,  now  Sir  William  Howe  (having  recently, 
in  reward  for  his  Berricen,  been  made  a  knight 
eompanion  of  the  Bath),  remained  for  six  days 
tssive  in  hia  camp  on  Tbrog'a  Point  awaiting 
e  arrival  of  supplies  and  re  in  force  me  tits,  instead 
af  pushing  across  to  the  Hudson,  and  throwing 
blnnelf  between  Washington's  army  atid  the  up- 
ir  oounlry.  His  inaction  lost  him  a  golden  op- 
portunity. By  the  lime  his  supplies  amved,  the 
Americans  hud  broken  up  the  causeway  leading 
hi  the  mainland,  and  taken  positions  too  strong  to 
be  easily  forced. 

Finding  himself  headed  in  this  d|rection.  Sir 
(Tilliam  teiirabarked  part  of  bis  troops  in  flat  bouls 
a  the  18th,  crossed  Eastchesler  Bay,  nnd  landed 
I  Pell's  Point,  at  the  moulh  of  Hulehinson'a 
jver.  Here  he  was  joined  in  a  few  hours  by 
le  main  body,  with  the  baggage  am!  artillei-y, 
ud  proceeded  through  the  manor  of  Pclham 
towards  New  Rochelle ;  still  wilb  a  view  to  gel 
sbore  Wasbiugtou's  army. 
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In  their  march,  the  British  were  wnylnid  and 
harassed  by  Colonel  Glover  of  Masaacliuaetl?, 
with  his  own,  Rued's,  and  Shepard's  regiments 
of  infiintry.  Twice  the  British  advance  guard 
were  thrown  into  coufuaion  and  driven  back  with 
sefere  I039,  b^  a  sharp  fire  from  behind  stone 
fences,  A  third  time  thej  advanced  in  solid  col- 
uiima.  The  Americans  gave  thom  repealed  vol- 
leys, aad  then  retreated  with  the  loss  of  eight 
killed  and  thirteen  wounded,  amon^  whom  waa 
Colonel  Shepnrd.  Colonel  Glover,  and  llie  offi- 
cer and  soldiers  who  were  with  him  in  this  skir- 
miah,  received  the  public  thanks  of  Washington 
for  their  merit  and  good  behavior. 

On  the  21s(,  General  Howe  was  encamped 
about  two  miles  north  of  New  Rochelle,  with  his 
outposts  extending  to  Mamaroneck  on  the  Sound. 
At  the  latter  place  waa  ported  Colonel  Rogers,  the 
renegade,  as  be  was  culled,  with  tlie  Queen's  Ran- 
gers, his  newly-raised  corps  of  loyalists. 

Hearing  of  this,  Lord  Stirling  resolved,  if  pos- 
aible,  to  cut  08*  this  outpost  and  entrap  the  old 
hunter.  Colonel  Haalet,  of  bis  brigade,  always 
prompt  on  such  occa'iions,  undertook  the  exploit 
at  the  head  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  Del- 
aware troops,  who  hud  fought  so  bravely  oti  Long 
L^land.  With  these  he  ci-ossed  the  line  of  the 
British  march,  came  undiscovered  upon  the  post, 
drove  in  the  guard,  killed  a  lieutenant  and  sev- 
eral men,  and  brought  away  thirty-six  prisoners, 
with  a  pair  of  colors,  sixty  stands  of  arms,  and 
other  spoils.  He  missed  the  main  prixe,  however. 
Rogers  skulked  off  in  the  dark  at  the  lirst  fire. 
He  was  loo  old  a  partisan  to  be  easily  entrapped. 
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For  this  espluil,  Colouel  Haslet  and  his  ineo 
were  publicly  iliunked  by  Lord  Sliding,  on  pa- 

Tlieae,  nnd  oiher  spirited  and  Buccessful  skir- 
taislies,  while  ihey  reuirded  the  advance  of  the 
enemy,  bud  the  far  more  important  effect  of  exer- 
cising and  anitniiting  the  AtuericaD  troops,  and 
accostomed  them  to  danger. 

While  iu  this  neigiiborhood,  Howe  was  rein- 
forced by  a  second  division  of  Hessians  under 
General  Knyphausen,  and  a  regiment  of  Waldeck- 
ers,  both  of  which  had  recently  arrived  in  New 
York.  He  was  joined,  alao,  by  the  whole  of  the 
seventeenth  hght  dragoons,  and  a  part  of  the  six- 
teenth, which  had  arrived  on  the  Sd  instant  from 
Ireland,  with  Lieu  tenant -colonel  (afterwards  Earl) 
Harcourt.  Some  of  their  horses  had  been  brought 
with  them  across  the  sea,  others  had  been  procured 
since  their  arrival. 

The  Americana  at  Grst  regarded  these  troopers 
with  great  dread.  Washington,  therefore,  took 
pains  to  convince  them,  that  in  a  rough,  broken 
country,  like  the  present,  full  of  stone  fences,  no 
troops  were  so  inefficient  as  cavalry.  They  could 
be  waylaid  and  picked  off  by  sharpsboolers  from 
behind  walls  and  thickets,  while  they  could  not 
leave  the  road  to  purine  their  covert  foe. 

Further  to  inspirit  them  against  this  new  enemy, 
he  proclaimed,  in  general  orders,  a  reward  of  one 
hundred  dollars  for  every  trooper  brought  in  with 
hid  horse  and  accoutrements,  and  so  on,  in  pro- 
portion to  llie  completeness  of  the  capture. 

On  the  25th,  about  two  o'clock  in  tie  aiiemoon. 
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intelligence  was  brought  lo  liead-quarien  thai 
three  or  four  delaclimeuU  of  tlie  enemy  were  on 
ihe  march,  wiUtio  four  miles  of  the  cainp,  and  the 
main  unny  following  in  cwlunins.  The  drums 
beut  to  arms ;  the  men  were  ordered  to  their  post* ; 
Hii  Allaek  was  expected.  Tlie  day  paused  away, 
liowever,  without  any  demon gtratiou  of  ihe  enemy. 
Howe  detached  noue  of  his  force  on  Inleral  ex- 
peditions, evideutly  meditating  a  geueml  eiigsge- 
meut.  To  prepare  for  it,  Wa3hiii<,'iuii  drew  all 
his  troops  from  the  posls  along  the  BruJix  iulo  the 
fortified  camp  at  White  Plains.  Here  everything 
remained  quiet  but  expectant,  tliroughout  the 
26tb.  In  the  morning  of  the  27lb,  which  was 
Sunday,  the  heavy  booming  of  cannoo  was  heard 
from  H  distance,  seemingly  in  the  direction  of 
Fori  Waahingtoii.  Scouts  gallo|)ed  off  lo  gain 
intelligence.     We  will  anticipate  their  report. 

Two  of  the  British  frigates,  at  seven  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  had  moved  up  the  Hudson,  and 
eomo  lo  anchor  near  Burdett's  Feny,  Ijolow  the 
Morris  House,  Washington's  old  heud-quaners, 
apparently  with  Ihe  intention  of  slopping  the  ferry, 
and  cutting  oif  the  com munica lion  between  Port 
Lee  and  Fort  Washington.  At  the  same  time, 
troops  mode  their  appearance  on  Harlem  Flains, 
where  Lord  Percy  held  command.  Colonel  Mor- 
gan iinmodintely  manned  the  lines  with  troops 
iVom  the  garrison  of  Fort  Washington.  The  ships 
opened  a  fire  to  enfilade  and  disUnlge  them.  A 
barbette  battery  ou  Ihe  cliffs  of  the  Jersey  shore, 
led  of  the  ferry,  lired  down  upon  ihe  frigate,  but 
with  little  effect.     Colonel  Magnw  got  down  an 
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eighteeu-pounder  to  the  liues  near  the  IklorrJs 
House,  aud  firei]  fifly  or  sixty  rouuds,  iwo  balls 
at  a  time.  Two  eighleeu -pounders  were  likewise 
brought  down  from  Fori  Lee,  and  planted  opposite 
the  ship4.  By  the  fire  Troni  both  shores  they  were 
hulled  repeatedly. 

It  was  the  thundering  of  these  cannonades 
which  had  rea<jhed  Washington's  camp  at  White 
Plains,  and  even  startled  the  Highlands  of  the 
HiidBou.  The  ships  soon  hoisted  all  sail.  The 
foremost  slipped  her  cable,  and  appeared  to  he  in 
the  greatest  confusion.  She  could  make  no  way, 
though  towed  by  two  hoiits.  The  other  ship  see- 
ing her  distress,  sent  two  barges  to  her  assistance, 
and  by  tlie  four  boats  she  was  dragged  out  of 
reach  of  the  American  fire,  her  pumps  going  all 
the  time.  "  Had  the  tide  been  flood  one  half  hour 
longer,"  writes  General  Greene,  "  we  should  have 

At  the  time  thut  the  fire  from  the  ships  began, 
Lord  Percy  brouglit  up  his  field-pieces  and  mor- 
tars, and  made  an  attack  upon  the  lines.  He  was 
resolutely  answered  by  the  troops  sent  down  from 
Fort  Washington,  and  several  Hessians  were  killed. 
An  occasional  firing  was  kept  up  until  evening, 
when  the  ships  fell  down  the  river,  and  the  troops 
which  liod  advanced  on  Harlem  Plains  drew  within 
their  lines  again. 

"  We  take  this  day's  movement  to  be  only  a 
feint,"  writes  one  of  the  garrison  at  Fort  Let ; 
"at  any  rate,  it  ia  little  honorable  to  the  red -coals." 
Its  chief  effect  was  to  startle  the  distant  uimp, 
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and  nstoiiiiit  s  quiet  counlry  with  tbo  ihundering 
dill  of  war. 

The  celebralert  Thomaa  Paine,  aiilhor  of  "  The 
Eighls  of  Man,"  and  other  political  works,  wbb  a 
spectalor  of  the  H^biir  from  the  rocky  auinmit  of 
the  Palisades,  on  the  Jeraey  shore. 

While  ihese  things  were  passing  at  Fort  Wash- 
ington, Lee  had  Btruck  his  tents,  and  with  the 
rear  division,  eight  thousand  strong,  Ibe  baggage 
and  artillery,  and  a  train  of  wagons  four  miles 
long,  ladeu  with  stores  and  ammunition,  was 
lumbering  along  the  rough  country  roads  lo  juia 
the  main  army.  It  was  not  until  3Ionday  tnorn- 
ing,  aficr  being  on  the  road  all  uigbt,  that  be  ar- 
rived al  White  Plaius. 

Washington's  camp  was  situated  on  high  ground, 
lacing  the  easL  The  right  wing  stretched  towards 
the  south  along  a  rocky  hill,  al  the  foot  of  which 
the  Bronx,  mnking  an  elbow,  protected  it  in  flank 
and  rear.  The  led  wing  rested  on  a  small,  deep 
lake  among  the  hills.  The  canip  was  strongly  in- 
Ironehed  in  front. 

About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  right  of  the 
camp,  and  separated  from  the  height  on  which  it 
stood  by  the  Bronx  and  a  marshy  iniervnl,  was 
a  corresponding  height  called  Cbalterlou's  Hill. 
As  this  partly  commanded  the  right  flank,  and  as 
the  intervening  bend  of  the  Bronx  was  easily 
passable,  Washington  had  stationed  on  its  summit 
n  militia  regiment. 

The  whole  encampment  was  a  temporary  one, 
to  be  changed  as  soon  us  the  military  stores  col- 
lected   there  could  be  removed;   and  now   that 
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General  Lea  was  Hrrived,  Wssbington  rode  out 
with  bin),  and  other  general  oiTicers  wbo  were  otf 
duty.  u>  reconnoiiera  height  which  appeared  more 
eligible.  When  arrived  tiX  it,  Lee  pointed  to  an- 
other on  the  nortli,  still  more  coramandiiig.  "  Yon- 
der," aaid  he,  "  is  the  ground  we  ought  Id  occupy." 
"  Let  us  go,  then,  and  view  it,"  replied  Wasbiiig- 
ton.  They  were  gently  riding  in  tliat  direction, 
when  a  trooper  cnme  spurring  up  his  panting 
horse.  "  The  British  are  in  the  camp,  sir  I  "  cried 
he.  "'Then,  genileinen,"  stiid  Washington,  "we 
have  other  business  to  attend  to  ilian  reconnoiter- 
ing."  Putting  spurs  lo  bis  borse,  he  set  off  for 
the  camp  at  full  gallop,  the  olhera  spurring  after 
bim. 

Arrived  at  head-quarters,  be  was  informed  by 
Adjutant-general  Reed,  ihat  the  picket  guards  had 
all  been  driven  in,  and  the  enemy  were  advancing : 
but  that  the  whole  American  army  was  posted  in 
order  of  battle.  "  Gentlemen,"  said  Washington, 
turning  calmly  to  his  companions,  "you  will  return 
lo  your  respective  posts,  and  do  ihe  beat  you  can." 
'  Apprehensive  that  the  enemy  might  attempt  to 
gel  possession  of  Challerton's  Hill,  he  delaclied 
Colonel  Haslet  with  his  Delaware  regiment,  to 
reinforce  the  militia  posted  there.  To  these  lie 
Boon  added  General  McDougall's  brigade,  com- 
posed of  Smalt  wood's  Marylanders,  Kilzemu's  New 
Tockera,  and  two  other  regiments.  Tlieae  were 
much  reduced  by  sickness  and  absence.  General 
iVfcDougall  had  command  of  the  whole  foro:  upon 
the  hill,  which  did  not  exceed  I.BCIO  men. 

These  dispositions    were  scarcely  made,  when 
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the  enemy  appeared  glinteniog  on  tiie  high  grouuds 
beyond  the  village  of  White  Plains.  Tliey  ad- 
vanced in  two  coluniiiB,  the  right  commanded  by 
Sir  Henry  CHulou,  the  left  by  tbe  Heasiau  general, 
De  Huister.  There  was  also  a  troop  of  horse ; 
so  fonnidable  in  the  iuexperienced  eyes  of  tbe 
Americnns.  "  It  was  a  brilliant  but  formidable 
sight,"  writes  Heath  in  his  memoirs.  "  The  sun 
shone  bright,  their  arms  glittered ;  and  perhaps 
troops  never  were  shown  to  more  advantage." 

For  a  time  they  halted  in  a  wbent  liold,  behind 
a  rising  ground,  and  the  general  officers  rode  up 
iu  the  centre  to  hold  a  cousuliatioa.  Washingiuu 
supposed  they  were  preparing  to  attack  him  in 
front,  and  such  indeed  was  their  intention  ;  but 
the  commanding  licight  of  Chatterton'a  Hill  had 
caugiit  .Sir  William's  eye,  and  he  determined  first 
to  get  possession  of  it. 

Colonel  Rahl  was  accordingly  detached  with 
a  brigade  of  Hessians,  to  mnke  a  circuit  south- 
wardly, round  a  piece  of  wood,  cross  the  Bronx 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  below,  and  ascend  the 
south  side  of  the  hill ;  while  General  Leslie,  with 
a  large  force,  Brilbh  and  Hessian,  should  advance 
directly  in  front,  throw  a  bridge  across  the  stream, 
and  charge  up  the  hill. 

A  furious  cannonade  was  now  opened  by  the 
British  from  fifteen  or  twenty  pieces  of  artillery, 
placed  on  high  ground  opposite  the  hill;  under 
cover  of  which,  the  troops  of  General  Leslie  has- 
tened lo  construct  the  bridge.  In  so  doing,  they 
were  severely  galled  by  two  field-pieces,  planted 
ou  a  ledge  of  rock  on  Chatterton'a  Hill,  and  in 
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charge  of  AlexBnder  HamilWn,  the  youthful  cap- 
tain of  artillery.  Sraallwood's  Maryland  battal- 
ion, also,  kept  up  a  sharp  fire  of  small  arms. 

As  soon  as  the  bi'iilge  wns  finished,  the  British 
and  Hessians  under  Leslie  rushed  over  it,  formed, 
and  charged  up  the  hill  [o  take  Hamilton's  two 
field-pieces.  Tliree  times  the  two  field-pieces 
were  discharged,  plougliing  the  ascending  columns 
trom  hill-lop  to  river,  while  SmalJwooU'a  "blue 
and  buff"  Maryknders  kept  up  Uieir  volleys  of 
musketry. 

In  ihe  mean  time,  Rahi  and  his  Hessian  brig- 
ade forded  Ihe  Bronx  lower  down,  pushed  up  the 
south  side  of  the  hill,  and  endeavored  to  turn 
McDougall's  right  flank.  The  militia  gave  the 
general  but  little  support.  They  had  been  dis- 
mayed at  the  opeuitig  of  the  cogBgemcnt  by  a 
shot  from  a  British  cannon,  which  wounded  one 
of  them  in  the  thigh,  and  nearly  put  the  whole 
to  flight.  It  was  with  ibe  utmost  diBicuIty  Mc- 
DougBll  had  rallied  them,  and  posted  them  behind 
a  stone  wall.  Here  they  did  some  service,  until 
a  troop  of  British  cavalry,  liaving  gained  the 
crest  of  I  lie  hill,  came  on,  brandishing  their 
sabres.  At  their  first  charge  the  militia  gave  a 
random,  scattering  fire,  then  broke,  and  fled  in 
complete  confusion. 

A  brave  stand  was  made  on  tlie  snmmit  of  the 
hill  by  Haslet,  Rilzema,  and  Smallwood,  with 
their  troops.  Twice  they  repulsed  horse  and  loot, 
Brilisb  and  Hesaiuns,  until,  cramped  for  room 
and  greatly  outnumbered,  tbej  slowly  and  sul- 
lenly retreated  down  the  north  side  of  the  hill. 
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wiiere  ihere  was  a  bridge  neross  the  Bronx. 
Smallwood  reraaiued  upon  the  ground  for  fMJtnti 
time  after  the  retreat  had  begun,  and  received 
two  fleah  wounds,  one  in  the  hip,  the  other 
through  ihe  arm.  At  tlie  bridge  over  the  Bronx, 
ihe  retreating  troops  wei 
nam,  who  was  coming  t 
Beall's  brigade.  In  the  r 
back  into  tlie  camp. 

The  loss  on  both  sides, 
action,  was  nearly  equal. 


t  by  General  Put- 
r  of  thia  they  marched 


in  this  abort  bnt  severe 
That  of  the  Americans 
id  four  hundred  iucd,  killed, 
wounded,  anil  taken  prisoners.  At  first  it  was 
thought  lo  be  much  more,  many  of  the  militia 
and  a  few  of  the  regulars  being  counted  as  lost, 
who  hud  scaliered  themselves  among  Ihe  bills, 
but  afterwards  returned  lo  licad-quarlers. 

The  British  army  now  rested  with  their  left 
wing  on  the  liill  they  Lad  just  taken,  and  which 
they  were  busy  intrenching.  They  were  extend- 
ing their  right  wiug  to  the  left  of  the  American 
lines  so  that  their  two  wings  and  centre  formed 
nearly  a  semicircle.  It  was  evidently  their  design 
lo  outHank  the  American  camp,  and  get  in  the 
rear  of  it.  The  day,  however,  being  far  advanced, 
was  sufiered  to  pass  without  any  further  attack ; 
but  the  morrow  was  looked  forward  to  for  a 
deadly  conflioi.  Washington  availed  himself  of 
this  interval  lo  have  the  sick  and  wounded,  and 
as  much  of  the  stores  as  possible,  removed  from 
the  camp.  "The  iwo  armies,"  says  General 
Heath  in  his  menioirs,  "  lay  looking  at  each 
oiher,  wilhiu   long    cannon  shol.     lu  the    night 
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time  the  British  lighted  up  a  vast  number  of 
lirea,  ihe  menther  grovriog  pretty  cold.  These 
fires,  some  on  llie  level  grouiiil,  some  at  the  foot 
of  the  hills,  Hiid  hI  all  distances  to  their  brows, 
some  of  which  were  lofly,  seemed  to  ihe  eye  to 
mix  with  the  stars.  The  American  side  doubt- 
less exhibited  to  them  a  simiUr  appearance." 

During  thb  anxious  night,  Washington  was 
assiduously  occupied  throwing  back  his  right  wing 
lo  stronger  grouud ;  doubling  his  iutrenchmenta 
and  eouatnictiiig  three  redoubts,  with  a  liue  in 
front,  on  the  summit  of  his  post.  ThcHe  works 
were  principally  intended  for  defense  against 
small  amis,  and  were  thrown  up  with  a  rapidity 
that  to  the  enemy  must  have  savored  of  magic. 
They  were,  lu  fact,  made  of  the  stHlks  of  Indian 
com  or  maize  taken  from  a  neighboring  corn-field, 
and  pulled  up  with  the  earth  clinging  in  masses 
to  the  large  roots.  "The  roots  of  the  stalks," 
Bays  Heath,  "and  earth  on  them  placed  in  the 
tkce  of  the  works,  answered  tlie  purpose  of  sods 
and  fHsciues.  The  tops  being  placed  inwards,  as 
the  loose  earth  was  thrown  upon  them,  became 
as  BO  many  trees  to  the  work,  which  was  carried 
up  with  a  dispatch  scarcely  conceivable. 

In  the  morning  of  the  29th,  when  Howe  be- 
held how  greatly  Wushingloo  had  improved  his 
position  and  strengthened  it,  by  what  appeared  to 
be  solidly  constructed  works,  he  postponed  bis 
meditated  assault,  ordered  up  Lord  Percy  &om 
Harlem  with  (he  fourth  brigade  end  two  battal- 
ions of  the  sixth,  and  proceeded  to  throw  np 
lines  and  redoubts  in  front  of  the  Ameiicau  camp. 
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as  if  preparing  lo  caiinoniide  it.  As  llie  enemy 
were  enileiivoriiig  to  outHank  liim,  eBpecially  on 
his  rigliC  wing,  Wa^hitigUin  appreheoded  cue  of 
their  objects  might  be  to  adTance  a  purt  of  their 
force  and  seize  on  Fine's  Bridge  over  Crotoa 
River,  wliich  would  cut  off  his  commuiiicatioD 
with  the  upper  country.  General  Beall,  wilh 
three  Maryland  regimeuts,  was  sent  off  with  alt 
expedition  to  secure  that  pnsa.  It  m-hs  Wushiog- 
tou'a  idea  that,  having  possession  of  Crolon  River 
and  the  passes  in  the  Highlanda,  his  army  would 
be  Bafe  from  further  pursuit,  and  have  time  to  re- 
pose afler  its  late  excessive  fatigue,  and  would  be 
fresli,  and  ready  to  hara.ss  the  enemy  uliould  they 
thiuk  lit  to  winter  up  the  country. 

At  present  notliing  could  exceed  the  war-worn 
condition  of  the  troops,  uiisensoned  as  they  wertj 
to  this  kind  of  service.  A  scornful  letter,  writ- 
ten at  this  time  by  a  British  oSicer  to  his  friend 
in  Loudon,  gives  a  picture  of  the  ragged  plight 
to  which  they  were  reduced,  in  this  rainy  and 
inclement  season.  "  The  rebel  army  are  in  so 
wretched  a  condition  as  to  clothing  and  accouti'e- 
raents,  that  I  believe  no  nation  ever  saw  such 
a  set  of  tatterdetnalions.  There  are  few  coats 
among  them  but  what  are  out  at  the  elbows,  and 
in  a  whole  regiment  there  is  scarce  a  pair  of 
breeches.  Judge,  then,  how  they  must  be  pinched 
by  a  winter's  campaign.  We,  who  are  warmly 
clothed  and  well  equipped,  already  feel  it  severely ; 
fur  it  is  even  now  rouuh  colder  than  I  ever  felt  it 
in  England." 

Ahu  for  the  poor  holf-uaked  weather-beaten 
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patriots,  wbo  hitd  to  cope  with  these  well-fed, 
well-clad,  well-appointed  meroeuaries  I  A  letter 
written  ut  llie  very  same  dat«  (October  31),  Ly 
Geucrol  George  Clinton,  shows  what,  in  their 
forloTO  plight,  they  had  to  grapple  with. 

"  We  had  reason,"  writes  he,  "  to  apprehend 
an  attack  Va&I  night,  or  by  daylight  this  morning. 
Our  lines  were  maimed  alT  night  in  conseq^uence ; 
and  a  most  horrid  uight  it  was  to  lay  in  cold 
trenches.  Uncovered  as  we  are,  daily  on  fa- 
tigue, making  redoubts,  fleches,  abatis,  aad  re- 
treating from  them  and  the  little  temporary  huta 
made  for  our  comfort  before  they  ore  all  fin- 
ished, I  fear  will  ultimately  destroy  our  army 
without  tighiiiig."'  "However,"  adds  he,  hon- 
estly, "  I  would  not  be  imderstood  to  condemn 
meaanres.  They  may  be  right  for  aught  I  know. 
I  do  not  understand  much  of  the  refined  art  of 
war;  it  is  smd  to  consist  In  stratagem  and  decep- 
tion." In  a  prcvtouE  letter  to  the  same  friend,  in 
t  of  huiTy  and  alarm,  he  writes,  "  Pray 
let  Mrs.  Ointoii  know  that  I  am  well,  and  that 
she  need  not  fao  uneasy  about  me.  It  would  be 
loo  much  honor  to  die  in  so  good  a  cause." 

Clinton,  as  we  have  before  intimated,  was  an 
honest  and  ardent  patriot,  of  resolute  spirit,  and 
plain,  direct  good  sense ;  but  an  inexperienced 
soldier.  His  main  idea  of  warfare  was  straight- 
forward fighting ;  and  he  was  greatly  perplexed 
by  the  continual  strategy  which  Washington's 
required.  One  of  the  aides-de-camp 
a  Saba  McKeuon,  October  31.    An. 
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of  the  iatlet  bod  a  truer  notion  on  tbe  subject. 
"  The  cBmpiugii  hitherto,"  eaiil  he,  "  has  beiiti  a 
tall  triitl  of  geiieralshi)),  in  which  I  Satter  myself 
we  have  haj  the  advaotnge.  If  we,  with  our 
motley  army,  can  keeji  Mr.  Howe  anil  his  graud 
appomtment  at  bay,  I  thiDk  we  shall  moke  no 
contemptible  mililAry  fignre."  ^ 

Ou  the  night  of  tbe  31st,  Washington  made 
atiotber  of  those  moves  which  perplexed  the 
worthy  CUnton.  In  the  course  of  the  night  be 
BbiAed  Ma  whole  position,  set  fire  to  the  barns 
and  ont-houses  contain injr  forage  and  stores, 
which  there  was  no  time  to  remove,  and  leav- 
ing a  strong  rear-giiard  on  the  heights,  and  in 
tbe  neighboring  woods,  retired  with  liis  main 
army  a  distance  of  live  mites,  among  the  high, 
rocky  hills  about  Northcastle.  Here  be  inune- 
diahjy  set  to  work  to  intrench  and  ibrtify  him- 
self; his  policy  at  this  time  being,  as  he  used  to 
flay,  "  to  liglit  with  tbe  spaile  and  mattock." 

General  Uowo  did  not  attempt  to  dislodge 
him  from  this  festness.  He  at  one  time  or- 
dered au  attack  on  the  rear-guard,  but  a  violent 
rain  prevented  it,  and  for  two  or  three  days 
remained  seemingly  inactive. 
as  quiet  OS  if  tbe  enemy  were  o 
distant  IVom  us,"  writes  one 
Bides  on  tbe  "2d  of  November. 
of  the  4th,  this  quiet  wa^ 
soond  was  beard  i 


All  inatterH  are 
ne  hundred  miles 
of  Washington's 
During  the  night 
interropted.  A  mys- 
the  direction  of  the 


British  camp,  like  the  rumbling  of  w^ons  and 
artoUery.      At  daybreak  the  meaning  of  It  was 

1  Tench  Tilghmnn  lo  William  Dncr,  October  31. 
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diseovered.  The  enemy  were  decamping.  Long 
trains  were  observed,  defiling  acrora  the  hilly 
coiintiy,  along  the  roads  leading  to  Doblw'  Ferry 
on  the  Hudsou.  Tlie  movement  continued  for 
three  successive  days,  until  their  whole  force, 
British  and  HesBions,  disappeared  from  Wliite 
Plains. 

The  night  after  their  departure  u  party  of 
Americans,  heated  with  liijnor,  set  fire  to  the 
court-house  and  other  edifices  in  the  village,  as 
if  ihey  had  belonged  to  the  enemy ;  an  outrage 
which  called  forth  a  general  order  from  Wash- 
ington, expressive  of  hts  indignation,  aitd  threat- 
ening the  perpetrators  with  signal  punishment 
when  detected.  We  notice  this  matter,  because 
in  British  accounts,  the  burning  of  those  build- 
ings lutd  been  charged  upon  Washinglan  himself; 
being,  no  doubt,  confounded  with  the  burning  of 
the  barus  and  out-houses  ordered  by  him  on  shift- 
ing his  encampmeDt 
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ConjiicluTcs  ju  to  Ihe  tatentioas  of  the  Enemj-.  —  CooMqnaat 
Precniltiotu.  —  CorreEpondcnco  with  Greene  reipecting 
Fort  Wmhington.  — Di'tribution  of  the  Aniiy.  — Lee  left 
in  Commund  at  NorthcMlle.  —  InalractioiiJ  to  Him.  — 
WKuhingloti  at  Peelukill.  —  Visits  to  the  Posts  in  the 
HigblMida. 

I^^SARIOUS  were  the  speculations  at  head- 

iV^f^l  llio  eimmy.  WasUiiigtOD  writ«a  to  Gen- 
eral Wiiliuin  Livingston  (now  governor  of  the 
Jernev*)  =  "  They  have  gone  towards  the  North 
River  and  King's  Briilge.  Some  suppose  tJiey 
are  going  into  winter  (juartera,  and  will  sit  down 
in  New  York  without  doing  more  thau  iDvesting 
Fort  Washington.  I  cannot  suiucribe  wholly  to 
this  opinion  myself.  That,  they  will  invest  Fort 
Washington,  is  a  matter  of  which  there  can  be 
no  doubt ;  aad  I  think  there  is  a  strong  proba- 
Wlity  that  General  Howe  will  detach  a  part  of 
his  force  to  make  an  incursion  into  Uie  Jerseys, 
provided  he  is  going  to  New  York.  He  mast  at- 
tempt something  od  account  of  his  reputation,  for 
what  has  he  done  as  yet,  with  his  great  army?" 
In  the  siune  letter  ho  expressed  his  delenni- 
nation,  as  soon  as  tt  should  appear  that  the  pres- 
ent maneuver  was  a  real  retreat,  and  Dot  a  feint, 
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to  throw  over  a  body  of  troops  into  tbe  Jerseys 
to  assist  in  checking  Howe's  progress.  He, 
moreover,  recommeuded  to  the  governor  to  have 
the  militia  of  that  Stat«  put  on  the  best  possible 
footing,  and  a  part  of  tliem  held  in  readiness  to 
take  the  place  of  the  State  levies,  whose  term 
of  service  would  soon  empire.  He  advised,  ah 
that  the  inhabitants  cootiguous  to  the  water, 
should  be  prepared  to  remove  their  stock,  grain, 
effects,  and  carriages,  on  the  earliest  notice. 

Id  a  letter  of  the  same  date,  he  charged  Gen- 
eral Greene,  should  Howe  mvest  Fort  Washing- 
ton with  part  of  his  force,  to  give  the  garrison  all 
possible  assistance- 

On  the  following  day  (Nov.  8),  his  aide-de- 
camp. Colonel  Tilghman,  writes  to  General 
Greene  from  beud-qtiartera  :  "  The  enemy  are  at 
Dohbs'  Ferry  with  a  great  number  of  boats, 
ready  lo  go  into  Jersey,  or  proceed  up  At  river." 

Greene  doubted  any  intention  of  the  enemy  to 
cross  the  river ;  it  might  only  be  a  feint  to  mis- 
lead ;  still,  as  a  precaution,  he  had  ordered  troops 
up  from  the  flying  camp,  and  was  posting  them 
opposite  Dohbs'  Ferry,  and  at  other  passes  where 
a  landing  might  be  attempted ;  the  whole  being 
under  the  command  of  General  Mercer. 

Affairs  at  Fort  Washington  soon  settled  the 
question  of  the  enemy's  intentions  vritb  regard  to 
it.  Lord  Percy  took  his  station  with  a  body  of 
troops  before  the  lines  to  the  south.  Knyphau- 
_  sen  advanced  on  the  north.  The  Americans  had 
previously  abandoned  Fort  Independence,  burnt 
its  barracks,  and  removed  tbe  stores  and  cannon. 
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CroMing  King's  Briilge,  Knyphaoaen  took  a  po- 
sition  between  ii  aud  Fort  Washington.  Tb« 
approach  Co  the  tort,  on  this  side,  vaa  eiceeil- 
mgly  steep  and  rocky ;  as,  iudeed,  were  all  its  «p- 
prooches  ejfueptiag  that  on  the  soath,  where  the 
country  was  more  open,  and  the  ascent  gradoaL 
The  fort  could  not  hold  within  its  waits  above  one 
tliousaud  men;  the  rest  of  the  troops  were  dis- 
tributed about  the  liuea  &nd  outworks.  Whil« 
the  fort  was  thos  menaced,  the  chevaui-de-fnse 
had  agniu  proved  inefficient  On  the  night  of 
the  5th,  a  frigal«  and  two  transports,  bound  np 
to  Dobbs'  Ferry,  with  b applies  for  Howes' 
army,  bad  broken  ibrough ;  though  acmrding  to 
Greene's  account,  not  without  being  considerably 
shattered  hy  the  batteries. 

Infonne<l  of  these  &cts,  Washington  wrote  lo 
Greene  on  the  6th  ;  "  If  we  cannot  prevent  ves- 
sels from  parsing  up  the  river,  and  the  enemy 
are  possessed  of  all  the  surrounding  coanlry, 
what  valuable  purpose  cau  it  answer  to  hold  a 
post  from  which  ibe  expected  benefit  cannot  bo 
had  ?  I  am,  iherelbre,  inclined  to  thtnk,  that  it 
will  not  be  prudent  to  hazard  the  men  and  stores 
at  Mount  WtubingtoQ ;  but,  as  you  are  on  the 
spot,  I  leave  it  to  you  to  give  such  orders  as  to 
evacuating  Mount  Washington  as  yon  tnay  judge 
best,  and  ao  far  revoking  tbe  orders  given  to 
Colonel  Slagaw,  to  defend  it  to  the  last." 

Accounts  bad  been  received  at  head-<|uartera 
of  a  considerable  movement  on  the  preceding 
evening  (Nov.  7th),  among  the  enemy's  boats  at 
Dohbs'  Ferry,  with  the  iuCentiou,  it  was  said,  of 
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penetratiiig  tho  Jonoy*.  »n>l  IWIliiig  Onwii  ii|irin 
Fort  Le«.  Wiuhin|{ton>  OinrDfiiiti,  In  llm  >nHUi 
letter  (liKcU!il  Gritntio  let  Imva  oil  tliu  stiiiyu  iiol 
necMsary  to  tli«  ili^ruiiui  n-'iiiuvtol  limiiixliar^ly, 
and  to  de«troy  aII  thi>  *fi«'k,  tlie  liity  ■tii'l  Kmiii, 
in  tiie  ne'lglilxirhncxJ,  wiiicli  iIm  owiwro  rtrfiuiuil 
to  remove.  **  Rxp^notunt  ku  bIuiwii,"  iwIiU  tin 
tluLt  a  ixmlnry  <y>uila':t  u  tiut.  uf  Uiu  li-iul  (uivMUi 
tsge  Ui  the  (xK>r  iuluUtiuiU,  from  wliuiu  uU  lluilr 
efiecU  of  (•v&ry  kind  uro  Ukcji  witliuui  liiauuoiiim 
and  without  the  least  wtti^fautloii." 

Groeiie,  iu  r«ply  (Kov.  ifUi),  wlLurud  widi  tor 
naol;  to  tlie  poliry  of  mtuiitnLuuig  l''<)rt  Wu«Ll> 
ingtou.  "  Tlie  «ueniy."  mu<1  Ui',  "  muni  iiivcat  it 
will)  douUt^  tlu;  uuutW  of  uumi  iticjuimil  (or  iw 
dafciiae.  Tliej  must  Jumijj  Iruupe  Ml  Kiutf'tf 
liridgt.  u>  cut  off  all  oumiuuiiiofiitioii  witlj  Uui 
country,  aud  iti  ouiuiidvraUe  finve,  fur  faur  of  ito 
utbK^"  Ue  did  uul  uuiiaid«r  titv  toK  iu  iwiuc- 
liiitU^  duuKoT.  Culuuel  Mi^uw  tliiiuglii  it  wuuid 
lukt'  iLt  wj«oiy  uutil  tlie  bikI  ul'  UtHH-ulUir  U.  laii'iy 
it.  Ill  Uh!  n>«Mi]  liiue.  IIm'  gftt-riMiU  cuuld  ul  uiy 
time  1h-  brou^t  ofl'.  uud  (.•vijii  llii'  glortv  riMiJuvMd, 
^Mnilil  nuitlvrK  grow  diatiinruu--  Jf  Uu.-  MMun/ 
dutobl  uoi  find  ii  mi  i>Lij«e(  of  tiu|i<>rLiui(iL-,  lltuy 
wmild  uoi  trouble  tlwiuuMl««B  Hitwi  ii ;  if  tlMf 
■Itamlii.  II  wuolil  Ik  a  jjrotff  tiiat  Uibt  felt  jui  iu- 
JIII7  Innb  lu  Uau^  auuuuuwsd.  I'bti  ^viu^  it 
Uf>  wtnild  ofirai  lor  tlMnu  u  frw  wuutuutitwHiMi 
■nlii  tii«'  couulry  by  Uk'  whv  of  KJujj'ti  Briil^' 
It  n  (laubUul  wlwii  <fr  irtiHi't'  WwhiugMi  IV- 
uoivad  tbix  ku«r.  w  In-  iefL  lin-  atoij'  at  NurtL- 
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^y  linil  ihat  troops  are  assenxbleJ  wilh  more 
^pedicion.  and  in  greater  numbers,  tli&:i  Uiey 
^peeled,  on  the  Jersey  shore,  to  oppose  them ; 
*'*d,  M  it  is  possible,  thiol  one  or  other  of  these 
*'oiiVeB,  lhat  they  may  yet  pay  the  party  under 
four  command  a  visit,  it  will  be  uimeceBftary, 
<■  am  persuaded,  to  recommend  to  you  the  pro- 
_k>iety  of  putting  this  post,  if  you  stay  nt  it,  into  tt 
l>Toper  poBture  of  defense,  and  guMxling  against 
•orprisea.  But  I  wuuld  recommend  it  to  your 
Qonsidemtion  irhetlier,  under  the  auggestion  above, 
;  Jour  retiring  to  Croton  Bridge,  uud  some  strong 
^fOtt  stJll  more  easterly  (covering  the  pruises 
Ihrongh  the  FliglilaDds),  may  not  be  more  advis- 
able  than  to  run  the  hazard  of  an  attack  with 
■neqasl  numbors.     At  any  rate,  I  think  all  your 

(go  and  stores,  except  such  as  are    neces- 

euy  for  immediate  use,  ought  U>  bo  to  the 
northward  of  Crolou  River.  ....  You 
will  consider  the  post  at  Croton's  (or  Pine's) 
Bridge  as  under  your  immediate  care.  .  .  . 
If  the  enemy  should  remove  ilie  whole,  or  the 
greater  port  of  their  force  to  the  west  aide  of  Hud- 
toa't  River,  I  have  uo  doubt  of  your  following 
with  all  possible  dispatch,  leaving  the  militia  and 
invaliils  to  cover  the  frontiers  of  Connecticut  in 
case  of  need." 

We  have  been  minute  in  stating  these  matters, 
from  their  bearing  on  subsequent  operations. 

On  the  10th  of  November  Washington  left  the 
amp  at  Northcastle  at  11  o'clock,  and  arrived 
•t  P<!«kskill  at  sunset ;  whither  General  Heath, 
with   his  division,  had  preceded   him  by  a  few 
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|}iat  ten  men  on  tlie  top,  by  rolling  domi  stones, 
might  prevent  ten  ihousand  from  passing.  " 
believe,"  said  lie,  "  nothing  more  nceil  be  ilono 
than  to  keep  great  qaaatities  of  stones  at  the 
different  places  where  the  troops  must  paas,  if 
t^ej  attempt  penetrating  the  mountains." 

Near  Robinson's  Bridge,  in  this  vicinity,  about 
two  miles  from  Peekskill,  Washington  chose  a 
piiice  where  troops  should  lie  stationed  to  cover 
the  south  entrance  into  the  mountains;  oiiil  here, 
afterwards,  w^  eetablisJieil  an  important  military 
depot  called  Continenial  Village. 

On  ihe  same  day  (12tli),  he  wrote  to  General 
Lee,  inclosing  a  copy  of  resolutions  jnsl  received 
from  Congress,  respecting  levies  for  tlie  new 
army,  showing  the  importance  of  immediately 
beginning  the  recruiting  service.  If  no  com- 
missioners arrived  from  Rhode  Island,  he  was 
to  appoint  the  officers  recommendiid  to  thai  State 
by  General  Greene.  "  I  cannot  conclude,"  add« 
he.  "  without  reminding  yoo  of  the  military  and 
other  stores  about  your  encampment,  and  at 
Norlhcastle,  and  to  press  the  removal  of  them 
above  Croton  Bridge,  or  such  other  places  of 
security  as  you  may  think  proper.  General 
Howe,  having  sent  no  part  of  Ills  force  to  Jersey 
yet,  makes  the  measare  more  neceuary,  as  he 
may  tiim  his  views  aootlter  way,  and  attempt 
th^r  destmctian." 

It  was  evidently  Wasbington's  denre  dial  I-«e 
should  post  himself  as  aooD  m  poMble.  berood  I 
the  Croton,  where  he  woald  be  aafe  from  ">*'  I 
prise,  and  at  baud  to  throw  hi*  troop*  prwaptlf 
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Affiin  on  Lake  Chimpliin.  —  Gain  at  Tiootxlara^.  —  Ar- 
n»]d-9  FtoIilla.-HiliUn-  KnpirUioiii  »<  Sir  Ruf  Cmti- 
tsn  ■!  St.  Ji^iD'f.  —  ti(utii'*l  Encnunlcni.  —  flallanl  Cai- 
dnct  of  Anwlil  luiil  WaiertKitr-  —  Culctoa  in  PnaMialDii 
of  Cnwn  PoiBL  —  Hk  EitBtn  to  Canuls  ud    Wlnl*r 


LVvMI I'RI NG  his  brief  and  ItOMj  ■ojoum  U 
2  ^j4  I''--'--lukiU,  Wwhiogton  received  impor- 
p.*^fl  taui  intclligEMioe  from  ibo  Bortlieni 
anaj ;  ispMuU;  tint  pMt  of  it  OH  Lake  Chmm^ 
phin,  ooder  the  oammand  uf  General  Gtfta. 
A  di^t  retncpect  of  ■&*»  in  tliM  qawUr  » 
proper,  before  we  proceed  to  imxuc  ibc  eraatfol 
*— "T—'t"  IB  t^  Jenefi. 

lite  prvfanttioM  (or  tke  ilrlwuia  of  Tuom- 
dcm^  sad  IW  Bauical  KTrke  o* 
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Sir  Guy  Cnrlelori,  iu  llie  menu  lime,  was  atriuti- 
ing  every  nerve  for  llie  approacliing  couflict  Tbe 
successes  of  ihe  Uriiisli  forces  on  Ihe  sea-board 
bad  excileil  tho  zcntous  rivalry  of  the  forces  in 
Canada.  The  'comTnunders,  newly  arrived,  were 
fearful  the  war  might  be  brouglit  to  a  close,  be- 
fore they  could  have  an  opportunity  to  share  in 
the  glory.  Hence  the  ardor  with  which  they  en- 
countered and  vanquished  obstacles  which  might 
otherwise  have  appeared  insuperable.  Yessela 
were  brought  from  England  in  pieces  and  put  to- 
gether at  St.  John's,  boats  of  various  kinds  and 
sizes  were  transported  over  land,  or  dragged  np 
the  rapids  of  the  Sorel.  The  soldiers  shared  with 
tbe  seamen  in  tbe  toil.  The  Caoadiau  farmers, 
aUo,  were  taken  from  their  agricultural  pursuits, 
Hud  coin[)clled  to  aid  in  these,  to  them,  unprofit- 
able labow.     Sir  Guy  was  full  of  hope  and  ardor. 


l1  of  Lakes  Cliainplai: 
I    part  of  New    York 

fore  winter  set  i 


Should  he  get  the  c 
and  George,  the  norltien 
would  be  at  bis  mercy ;  I 
might  gain  possession  of  Albany,  tie  would  then 
be  able  to  cooperate  with  General  Howe  in  sev- 
ering and  subduing  tbe  nonlieru  and  southern 
provinces,  and  bringing  the  war  to  a  speedy  and 
triumphant  close. 

In  despite  of  every  exertion,  three  months 
olapsad  before  his  urmnmeul  was  completed.  Win- 
ter was  fast  approacbiug.  Before  it  arrived,  the 
success  of  his  brilliant  plan  required  that  be 
should  tight  his  way  across  Lake  Champlain ; 
carry  the  strong  posts  of  Crown  Point  and  Ticou- 
dcroga ;  traverse  Lake  George,  and  pursue. a  long 
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HiiJ  dangerous  marcli  through  a  wild  and  rugged 
cuuDlry,  beset  witL  forests  and  morasses,  (o  Al- 
liftny.  That  wiit  the  first  post  to  the  soutlnviirii 
where  he  expeulud  to  firid  rust  and  winter  qunr- 
ters  for  \m  troops.^ 

By  the  mouth  of  October,  between  twenty  and 
thirty  sail  were  artont.Hrid  ready  for  action.  The 
flag-ehip  {Hig:  TnJUxibU)  mounted  eighteen  twelve- 
pouJidurs  ;  the  rest  were  gunboats,  a  gondola  and 
a  flat-bottomed  vessel  called  a  radeau,  and  named 
the  Thunderer  ;  carrying  a  battery  of  six  twenty- 
four  Bud  twelve  siK-pounders,  besides  howitzers. 
The  gunboats  mounted  brass  field-pieces  aud  how- 
iizers.  Seven  hundred  seamen  navigated  the 
fleet ;  two  hundred  of  them  were  volunteers  from 
the  transports.  The  guns  were  worked  by  de- 
tachments fi'oro  the  corps  of  artillery.  In  a  word, 
according  to  British  accounts,  "  no  equipment  of 
the  kind  was  ever  better  appointed  or  more  amply 
furnished  with  every  kind  of  provision  necessary 
for  the  intended  service."  " 

Caplaiti  Pringle  conducted  the  Rrmaraent,  but 
Sir  Guy  Carleton  was  too  full  of  zeal,  and  Uio  anx- 
ious for  the  event,  not  to  head  the  enterprise ;  he 
accordingly  took  his  station  on  the  deck  of  the  tlng- 
ehip.  They  made  sail  early  in  October,  in  quest 
of  ihe  American  si^uadron,  which  was  said  to  be 
abroad  upon  the  lake.  Arnold,  however,  being 
ignorant  of  the  strength  of  the  enemy,  and  un- 
willing to  encounter  a  superior  force  in  ilie  open 
lake,  had  taken  Lis  post  under  cover  of  Valcour 

I  Cml  IFor  m  Antrica,  vol.  i.  p.  213. 
*  Ibii  i.,  ill. 
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laland,  in  the  opper  part  of  a  deep  chaQnel,  or 
StPttit  belwuea  that  island  and  the  main  land. 
His  force  consialed  of  three  achooiiers,  two  sloops, 
three  galleys  and  eight  gondolas ;  carrying  id  all 
seventy  guns,  many  of  thein  eighteon-pounders. 

The  liritUh  ships,  Bweepii>g  past  Cumberland 
Head  with  a  fair  wind  and  Howing  sail  oa  the 
morning  of  the  11th,  had  led  the  southern  end  of 
Valcour  Island  astern,  when  they  discovered  Ar* 
Hold's  flotilla  ancliorcd  behind  it,  in  a  line  esleitd- 
ing  across  the  strait  so  as  not  to  be  oulflnnked. 
Tliey  immediftlely  hauled  close  to  the  wind,  and 
tried  to  beat  up  into  the  channel.  The  wind, 
however,  did  not  permit  the  largest  of  them  to  en- 
ter. Arnold  took  advantage  of  the  circumstance. 
He  was  on  board  of  the  galley  Canffreit,  and,  leav- 
ing the  line,  advanced,  with  two  other  galleys  and 
the  schooner  Royal  Savage,  to  attack  the  small- 
er vessels  as  they  entered  before  the  large  ones 
could  come  up.  About  twelve  o'clock  the  enemy's 
schooner  Carltton  opened  a  brisk  lire  upon  the 
Rmjtd  Savage  and  the  galleys.  It  was  as  briskly 
returned.  Seeing  the  enemy's  gunbouts  approach- 
ing, the  Americans  endeavored  to  return  to  the 
line.  In  so  doing,  the  Rogal  Savage  ran  aground. 
Her  crew  set  her  on  fire  and  abandoned  her.  lu 
about  an  hour  the  British  brought  all  their  gun- 
boats in  a  range  across  the  lower  part  of  ilie  chan- 
nel, within  musket  shot  of  the  Americntie,  the 
schooner  GarUtmt  in  the  advance.  They  landed, 
also,  a  large  number  of  Indians  on  the  islam), 
to  ki.-ep  up  a  gulling  fire  from  tlie  shore  upon  the 
Ainericaus  with  tlieir  rifles.     The  action  now  be- 
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ctime  general,  and  was  severe  and  annguinary. 
The  Americans,  flndiog  thcntaelvcs  tbus  heramed 
in  by  a  superior  force,  fought  wiLh  desperation. 
Arnold  pressed  willi  his  galley  iato  the  hottest  of 
the  fight.  The  Congress  was  liuUed  aereral  limes, 
received  seven  shots  between  wiud  and  water,  was 
shattered  in  mast  and  rigging,  and  many  of  the 
crew  were  killed  or  wounded.  The  ardor  of  Ar- 
nold increoaed  with  his  danger.  lie  cheered  oa 
his  men  by  voice  nnd  example,  often  pointing  the 
gnus  with  his  own  hands,  He  was  ably  seconded 
by  Brigadier-general  Waterbnry,  in  the  Wasking- 
lan  galley,  which,  like  his  own  vessel,  was  terribly 
cut  op.  The  contest  lasted  throughout  the  day. 
Qirried  on  m  it  was  within  a  narrow  compass, 
and  on  a  tranquil  lake,  almost  every  shot  took  ef- 
fect. The  fire  of  the  Indians  from  the  shore  was 
less  deadly  than  bad  been  expected ;  but  their 
whoops  and  yells,  mingling  with  the  rattling  of 
the  musketry,  and  the  thundering  of  Ilie  camion, 
increased  tbe  horrors  of  the  scene.  Volumes  of 
smoke  rose  above  the  woody  shores,  which  echoed 
with  the  unosual  din  of  war,  and  for  a  time  this 
lovely  recess  of  a  beautiful  and  peaceful  lake  wae 
rendered  a  perfect  pandemonium. 

Tbe  evening  drew  nigh,  yet  the  contest  was 
undecided.  Captain  Pringle,  after  a  eonsullation 
with  Sir  Guy  Curlelon,  called  off  the  smaller  ves- 
sels which  had  been  engaged,  and  anchored  bis 
whole  squadron  in  a  line  as  near  as  possible  to 
the  Americans,  so  as  to  prevent  their  escape ; 
trusting  to  capture  the  whole  of  them  when  the 
wind  should  prove  favorable,  so  that  he  could 
bring  his  large  vessels  iuto  action. 
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Arnoli],  however,  sensible  thai  wiih  liia  iuferior 
sod  cripplml  force  all  resistance  would  be  unar&il- 
iug,  took  udvnnlHge  of  a  dflrk  cIou<]f  night,  and  a 
strong  north  wind ;  his  vessels  sh'pped  silently 
through  the  enemy's  line  without  being  discovered, 
one  folluwing  a  light  on  the  Blern  of  the  other  : 
and  by  dByliglil  they  were  out  of  sight.  Tliey 
bad  to  ftnclior,  however,  at  Schuyler's  Island, 
about  ten  miles  up  the  hike,  to  stop  leaks  and 
make  repairs.  Two  of  the  gondolius  were  here 
Buuk,  being  post  remedy.  About  noon  the  retreat 
was  resumed,  but  the  wind  bad  beuome  adverse; 
Bud  ihey  made  little  progress.  Arnold's  galley, 
the  Cotiffreis,  the  Washiiujton  galley  and  four  gon- 
dolas, nil  which  had  suflTerod  severely  in  the  late 
fight,  fell  oslern  of  the  rest  of  the  squadron  in  the 
course  of  the  night  In  [he  morning,  when  the 
sun  lifted  a  fog  which  had  covered  the  lake,  they 
beheld  the  enemy  within  a  few  miles  of  them 
in  full  chaae,  while  their  own  comrades  were 
nearly  out  of  sight,  making  the  best  of  their  way 
for  Crown  Point. 

It  was  now  an  anxious  trial  of  speed  and  sea- 
maosbip.  Arnold,  with  the  crippled  relics  of  his 
squadron,  mtiniiged  by  noon  to  get  within  a  few 
leagues  of  Crown  Point,  when  they  were  over- 
taken by  the  InflexiWe,  the  Gtrlelon,  and  the 
schooner  Maria  of  14  guns.  As  soon  as  they 
came  up.  they  poured  in  a  tremendous  fire.  The 
Waihinglon  galley,  already  shattered,  and  having 
lost  most  of  her  oflicei's,  was  compelled  to  strike, 
and  General  Walerbury  and  the  crew  were  Iikken 
prisoners.     Arnold  had  now  to  bear  the  brunt  of 
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the  action.  For  a  long  time  he  nns  eitgEigecl 
within  mufiket  shot  with  the  InJUxibie,  and  tlie 
two  schooners,  until  hie  gnlley  was  reduced  In  a 
wreck  and  one  ihiid  of  the  crew  were  killed. 
The  gondolas  were  nearly  in  tite  eaniu  desperate 
condition  ;  yet  the  men  stood  slotilly  lo  iheti'  guns. 
Seeing  resislance  vain,  Arnold  delerrained  that 
neither  vessels  nor  crew  should  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy.  He  ordered  the  gondolas  lo  run 
on  shore,  in  a  small  creek  in  the  neighliorliood, 
the  men  lo  set  fire  to  them  aa  soon  as  they 
grounded,  to  wiide  ou  shore  with  Iheir  musketJS 
and  keep  off  ihe  enemy  until  they  were  consumed. 
He  did  the  same  with  his  own  galley;  remaining 
OD  board  of  her  until  she  was  in  flames,  lest  the 
euemy  should  gel  possession  and  strike  hb  flag, 
which  was  kept  flying  lo  the  last. 

He  now  set  off  with  his  gallant  crew,  many 
of  whom  were  woiiaded,  by  a  road  through  Ihe 
woods  to  Crown  Point,  where  he  arrived  al  night, 
narrowly  eseaping  an  Indian  ambush.  Two 
schooners,  two  galleys,  one  sloop,  and  one  gondola, 
the  remnant  which  had  escaped  of  this  squadron, 
were  at  anchor  at  the  Point,  and  General  Waler- 
bury  aiid  most  of  his  men  arrived  there  the  next 
day  on  parole.  Seeing  that  the  place  must  soon 
fall  inlo  the  bands  of  the  enemy,  they  set  lire  to 
the  houses,  destroyed  everything  they  conid  not 
carry  away,  and  embarking  in  the  vessels  made 
sail  for  Ticonderoga. 

The  loss  of  the  Americans  in  these  two  actions 
is  said  to  have  been  between  eighty  and  ninety 
men ;  that   of  the   British  about    fbriy.      It    b 
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worthy  of  mention,  that  among  the  young  officers 
in  Sir  Guy  Curltion's  Kquadron,  was  Kdword  Pel- 
lew,  tflio  afltsrwards  rose  lo  renown  aa  Ailmiral 
A^ioount  Exmouth  ;  cekbrated, aawDg other  iliiugB 
for  his  victory  at  Algiere. 

Tlie  conduct  of  Arnold  in  these  Dftvsl  affairs 
gained  him  new  laareU.  He  was  exioUed  for 
the  judgment  with  which  he  chose  his  position, 
and  brought  his  vessels  hito  uctiou ;  fur  hia  mas- 
terly retreat,  and  for  the  self-sacri Being  devotion 
vilh  which  he  exposed  himself  to  tlie  overwhelm- 
ing force  of  the  enemy  in  covering  the  retreat  of 
part  of  his  6utiUa. 

Sir  Guy  Ctirlelon  took  possession  of  the  ruined 
works  at  Crown  Foint,  where  be  was  soon  joined 
by  llie  army.  He  made  several  movements  by 
land  and  water,  as  if  meditating  an  attack  upon 
Ticonderogaj  pushing  strong deiachtneuts  on  both 
sides  of  the  lake,  which  approached  wiihiu  a  smidl 
diBlance  of  the  fort,  while  one  vessel  appeared 
within  cniinon  shot  of  a  lower  liattery,  sounding 
the  depth  of  the  chiinnel,  until  a  few  shut  obliged 
her  to  retire.  Generul  Gates,  in  the  mean  time, 
strengthened  his  works  with  incessaut  assiduity, 
and  made  every  preparation  for  an  oUstiuatu  de> 
fense.  A  strong  easterly  wind  prevecited  the  en- 
emy's ships  from  advancing  lo  attack  the  lines, 
and  gave  lime  for  the  arrival  of  reinforcements  of 
militia  to  the  garrUon.  It  also  alforded  lime  tor 
Sir  Guy  Carleloo  lo  cool  in  ardor,  and  CHlcnlale 
tho  chances  and  the  value  of  success.  The  post, 
from  its  strength,  and  the  apparent  number  and 
ittsoluliou  of  the    garrison,  could  uol  be  t&kea 
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vithout  great  loss  of  life.  If  Inken,  the  sensou 
'  too  far  advanced  lo  tliiDk  of  passing 
Lake  George,  and  cxpoaing  the  aimy  to  llie  perils 
of  a  winter  campaign  in  the  inhospitable  and  im- 
practicable wilds  to  the  southward,  Ticonderoga, 
too,  could  Dot  be  kept  during  the  winter,  to  tliut 
the  only  result  of  the  capture  would  be  the  re- 
duction of  the  works  and  the  taking  of  roine  cnn- 
noii ;  all  which  damage  the  Americans  could  rem- 
edy before  the  opening  of  the  summer  campaign. 
If,  however,  the  defense  should  be  obstinate,  the 
British  army,  even  if  successful,  might  sustain  a 
loss  sufficient  to  cripple  ita  operations  in  the  com- 
ing year.l 

These  and  other  prudential  reasons,  induced 
Carliiton  to  give  up  all  attempt  upon  the  fortre^ 
at  present;  wherefore,  reembarkiiig  his  troops, 
he  returned  lo  St.  John's,  and  cantoned  them  in 
Canada  for  the  winter.  It  was  not  until  altout 
the  1st  of  November  that  a  reconnoitering  pariy, 
sent  out  from  Ticonderoga  by  General  Gate?, 
brought  him  back  intelligence  that  Crown  Point 
was  abandoned  by  the  enemy,  and  not  a  hostile 
sail  in  sight.  All  apprehensions  of  an  attack 
upon  Ticonderoga  during  the  present  year  were 
at  an  end,  and  many  Of  the  troops  stationed  there 
were  already  on  their  march  toward  Albany. 

Such  was  the  purport  of  the  news  from  the 
north,  received  by  Washington  at  Peekskill.  It 
relieved  him  for  the  present  from  all  anxiety  re- 
specting affairs  on  Lake  Champlain,  and  gave  him 
the  prospect  of  reinforcements  from  thai  quarter. 


CHAPTER  XL. 

Wuhlngton  crOHSea  the  Hudson.—  Am>eB  ■(  Fort  Le«.— 
Afliin  ul  Fort  Wwhinfiloii.  —  Quwtion  sboul  ila  Ahaodon- 
mem.  —  Movements  of  Howe.  — Ths  Fort  uummoned  to 
Surrender.  — Rafbiuil  of  Colonel  Mignw.- The  Fort  at- 
tacked. —  Capture  of  the  Fort  and  Gannson.  —  CointnenU 
of  Waihington  on  the  SlAle  of  Affaira. 

UN  itie  rnorning  of  llie  12(h  of  November, 
Wii^liijiglOT]  crossed  the  MudBoii,  to  tbe 

IJ   ('i;rry  below  Stony  Point,  with   the   resi- 

ilue  of  ilie  troops  destiued  for  the  Jerseya.  Far 
below  were  lo  be  descried  lite  P/ianix,  llie  Soe- 
buck,  mid  llie  Tartar,  at  anchor  in  the  broad 
waters  of  Ilavurslraw  Bay  niid  the  Tnppan  Sea, 
gtiardiog  tbe  lower  ferries.  The  army,  thus  abut 
out  from  the  iienrer  paes&t,  was  slowly  wiDdiog 
its  way  by  a  circuitous  route  throtigli  the  gap  in 
the  mounlaius,  which  Lord  Stirling  had  secured. 
Leaving  the  Iroopa  which  had  just  landed,  U)  pur- 
sue the  eame  route  to  the  Hackeiisack,  Waahing- 
toD,  accompnuied  by  Colotiel  Reed,  struck  a  direct 
course  for  Fort  Lee,  bcitig  anxious  about  affairs 
at  Fort  Washington.  He  arrived  there  on  the 
following  day,  and  found,  to  his  disappoiatment, 
that  Geueral  Greene  had  taken  no  measures  for 
the  evacuation  of  that  fortress ;  but  ou  the  con- 
trary, had  reinforced   it  with  a  part  of  Colonel 
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Durkee's  regiment,  and  the  regiment  of  Colonel 
RawHiigs,  eo  Ihnt  ita  garrison  now  uumbi'red  up- 
wards of  two  lliousand  men ;  a  greut  pnrt,  how- 
ever, were  militia.  WasLingion'a  orders  for  its 
evacuation  bnd,  in  fact,  been  discretionary,  leav- 
ing the  execution  of  them  to  Greene's  judgment, 
"  as  being  on  the  spot."  The  hitter  had  differed 
in  opinion  as  to  the  policy  of  i^uch  a  measure ; 
and  Colonel  Magaw,  who  had  charge  of  the  for- 
tress, ■van  likewise  confident  it  might  be  main- 
tuined. 

Colonel  Reed  was  of  opposite  counaela  ;  but 
then  he  was  personally  interested  in  the  safety  of 
the  garrison.  It  was  composed  almost  entirely 
of  Feunsylvauia  troops  under  Mugaw  and  Lam- 
bert Cadwalader;  exL-epting  a  small  detachment 
of  Maryland  riflemen  commanded  by  Otho  H. 
Williams.  They  were  his  friends  and  neighbors, 
the  remnant  of  the  brave  men  who  had  suffered 
BO  severely  under  Atlee  and  Smallwnod.^  The 
fort  was  now  invested  on  all  sides  but  one ;  and 
the  troops  under  Howe  which  had  been  encamped 
at  Dobbs'  Ferry,  were  said  to  be  moving  down 
toward  iL  Reed's  solicitude  was  not  shared  by 
the  garrison  itself.  Colonel  Magnw,  its  brave 
commander,  stilt  thought  it  was  in  no  immediate 
danger. 

Washington  was  much  perplexed.  Tlie  main 
object  of  Howe  was  still  a.  matter  of  doubt  with 
him.  Ho  could  not  think  that  Sir  William  was 
moving  his  whole  force  upon  that  fortress,  to  in- 
vest which  A  part  would  be  suiHcieol.     He  8u»- 

1  W.  B.  Reed'B  Life  o/Rted,  i.  283, 
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pecl«d  na  ulterior  objecl,  protwbly  h  SouUiera 
expeditiou,  aa  he  wus  told  a  large  number  of 
Bhips  were  taking  in  wood  and  water  at  New  York. 
He  resolved,  therefore,  lo  continue  a  few  days  in 
this  neighborliood,  during  wljicti  iie  trusted  the 
designs  of  the  enemy  would  be  more  HpjHirent ; 
in  the  mean  time  he  would  distribute  troops  at 
Brunswick,  Amboy,  Elizabetlilowu,  and  Fort  Lee, 
80  as  to  be  ready  at  tliese  variouB  points,  to  check 
any  iocursions  into  tbe  Jerseys. 

In  a  letter  to  the  President  of  Congress  be 
nrged  for  an  increase  of  ordnance  and  fleld-artil^ 
lery.  The  rough,  hilly  country  enst  of  the  Hud- 
son, and  the  strongholds  and  fa^tiiosse^  of  which 
the  Americans  hod  possessed  themselves,  had  pre- 
vented the  enemy  from  profiling  by  the  anperiority 
of  tlieir  artillery ;  but  this  would  not  be  the  case, 
should  the  scene  of  action  cliange  to  an  open 
campaign  country  like  the  Jerseys. 

Washington  was  mistaken  in  his  conjecture  as 
to  Sir  William  Howe's  dusigti.  The  capture  of 
Fort  Washington  was,  at  prepenl,  his  main  object  \ 
and  he  was  encamped  on  Fordham  Heights,  not 
far  from  King's  Bridge,  uuiil  preliminary  Steps 
should  be  taken.  In  the  night  of  the  Uth,  thirty 
flat-bottomed  boats  stole  quietly  up  the  Hudson, 
passed  the  American  forts  undiscovered,  and  made 
their  way  through  Spyt  den  Duivel  Creek  into 
Harlem  River.  The  means  were  thus  provided 
for  crossing  that  river  and  landing  before  un- 
protected parts  of  the  American  works. 

On  the  lolh.  General  Howe  sent  in  a  summons 
to  surrender,  with  a  threat  of  extremities  should 
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be  liave  to  carry  tiie  place  b;  assaulL  Miigaw, 
in  tits  reply,  iutinmled  a  doubt  tliat  G«iierBl  Howe 
wtmU  execute  a  threat  "  so  unworlhy  of  liimBulf 
and  the  Brilisli  iihi  ion  ;  but  give  me  leave."  added 
he,  "to  assure  liia  Exceileucy,  tliat,  actuated  by 
the  most  glorious  ouise  that  muukiud  ever  liiugbt 
in,  I  nm  determined  to  defend  this  post  to  the  very 
last  extremity." 

Apprised  by  the  colonel  of  his  peril.  General 
Greene  sent  over  reni force menta,  with  an  exhor- 
tation to  him  to  jiersiat  in  liis  defense ;  and  dia- 
patched  an  express  to  Washington,  who  was  at 
Hackensack,  where  llie  troops  which  had  crossed 
from  Peekskill  were  encamped.  It  was  nightfall 
when  Washiugtoti  arrived  at  Fort  Lee.  Greene 
and  Putnam  were  over  at  the  besieged  fortresa. 
He  threw  himself  into  a  l>oat,  and  had  partly 
crowed  the  river,  when  he  met  those  generals  re- 
luming. They  informed  him  of  the  garrison's 
having  been  reinforced,  and  assured  Jiim  that  it 
was  iu  liigh  spirits,  and  capable  of  making  a  good 
defense.  It  was  with  difficulty,  however,  they 
could  prevail  on  him  to  return  with  them  lo  the 
Jersey  sliore,  for  he  was  excessively  excited. 

Early  ibe  next  morning  (IGtli),  Magaw  made 
his  dispositions  for  the  expected  attack.  His 
forces,  with  the  recent  addition,  amotinted  to  nearly 
three  thousand  men.  As  the  fort  could  not  con- 
tain above  a  third  of  that  number,  most  of  them 
were  stationed  about  the  outworks. 

Colonel  Lambert  Cndwalader,  with  eight  hun- 
dred Pen  n  sylvan  inns,  was  posted  iu  the  outer  lines, 
al)out  two  miles  and  a  half  south  of  the   fort,  (he 
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eido  menaced  by  Lord  Percy  nith  sixteen  hiiD- 
dred  meu.  Colonel  Rawlings,  of  MHrylnnd,  with 
a  body  of  troops,  mnny  of  tliem  ridemen,  was 
ilaliotied    by  a    ihree-guii    battery,  on   a.   rocky, 

hill,  north  of  llie  fort,  nnd  beiw 
nad  Spyl  den  Diiivel  Creek.     Colonel  Bnxler,  of 
Bucks  -Coualy,   Pennsylvauiii,  with   hh   t 
of  Diililia,  was  posted  ea«t  of  the  fort,  on  rough, 
woody  heightB,  bortleriag  the  Harlem  River,  to 
watch  the  motions  of  the  enemy,  who  had  thrown 
up  redoublB  on  high  and  commanding  ground,  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  Hppareutly  lu  o 
the  crossing  and   landing  of  troops. 

SirWilliam  Howe  had  planned  four  simultaneous 
attacks ;  one  on  the  north  by  Knyphauseii,  who 
"  nil  the  York  side  of  King'i  "  ' ' 
shot  of  Fort  Washington,  but  sep- 
by  high  and  rough  hills,  covered 
ipcnetrable  woods.  He  was  to  ad- 
vance in  two  coluniti<f,  formed  by  detachments 
made  from  the  Hessians  of  his  corps,  the  brigade 
of  Raid,  and  the  regiment  of  WalJeckers.  The 
second  attack  was  to  be  by  two  batlationa  of  light 
infantry,  and  two  battalions  of  guards,  under  Brig- 
itdier-geueral  Mathew,  who  wua  to  cross  Harlem 
lUver  in  flat-boats,  under  cover  of  the  redoubts 
above  mentioned,  and  to  land  on  the  right  of  the 
fort.  This  attack  was  to  be  supported  by  the  first 
and  second  grenadiers,  and  a  regiment  of  light 
infantry  under  command  of  Lord  Com  wall  la. 
The  third  attack,  intended  as  a  foint  to  distract 
the  attention  of  the  Americana,  was  lo  be  by 
Colonel  Sterling,  with  the  forty-secuud  regiment. 
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who  WM  to  (Imp  ^owQ  the  Hnrlem  River  in 
baieaiin:,  to  tlie  left  of  the  American  line^,  facing 
New  York.  The  fourtli  atiacU  maa  to  be  on  the 
south,  by  Lord  Percy,  with  llie  English  and  Hes- 
Btan  troops  under  his  uonimnud,  on  the  right  flank 
of  the  Americaa  inirciichnients.' 

About  noon,  a  heavy  cannonade  thundering 
along  the  rocky  hilb,  aud  sharp  volleys  of  mue- 
kelry,  proclaimed  Ilint  the  aclioD  was  commeDced. 
Knyphausen'a  division  was  pushing  on  from  the 
iinrih  ill  two  colunms,  as  Irnd  been  arranged.  Tiie 
right  wa?  led  by  Colonel  Ralil,  the  left  by  himself. 
Bahl  essayed  lo  mount  a  steep,  broken  height 
cidled  Cock  Hill,  which  rises  from  8pyt  deu  Duivel 
Creek,  and  was  covered  with  woods.  Knypliauseu  ' 
undertook  a  iilll  rising  from  the  King's  Bridge 
iTHtd,  but  soon  found  himself  entangled  in  a  woody 
defile,  ditRcnIt  to  penetrate,  and  where  his  Hessians 
were  exposed  to  the  lire  of  the  three-gun  battery, 
and  Rawlings'  ride  men. 

'  While  this  was  going  on  at  the  north  of  the 
fort,  Gieneral  Mathew,  with  his  light  infantry  and 
guards,  crossed  the  Harlem  River  in  the  flat- 
boats,  under  cover  of  a  heavy  lire  from  the  re- 
doubts. 

He  made  good  his  landing,  after  being  severely 
handled  by  Baxter  and  his  men,  irora  behind 
rocks  and  trees,  and  the  breastworks  thrown  np 
on  the  steep  river  bank.  A  short  contest  ensued. 
Baxter,  while  bnively  encouraging  his  men,  was 
killed  by  a  British  officer.  His  troops,  over- 
powered by  nuniberti,  retreated  to  the  fort.  Gen- 
1  Sir  William  Hone  to  Lord  George  Germaiue. 
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eral  Malhew  now  pusheit  on  wilh  his  guard? 
nnd  light  iiifaiitry  to  cut  olF  CadwRlnder.  Th»t 
officer  h»d  gnlUntly  <1erendcd  the  lines  against 
the  attack  of  Lord  Percy,  otitil  informed  that 
Colonel  Sterling  wns  dropping  down  Harlem 
River  in  bnleaus  to  flank  tlie  linec,  and  take 
iiim  in  tlie  rear.  He  wnt  off  a  detHchnieut 
lo  oppose  liis  landing.  They  did  il  nianlully. 
About  ninety  of  Sterling's  men  were  killed  or 
wounded  in  theii'  boats,  but  he  persevered,  landed, 
and  forced  hia  way  up  a  Bleep  height,  which  was 
well  defended,  gained  the  summit,  forced  a  re- 
doubt, and  look  nearly  two  hundred  prisoners. 
Thus  doubly  astailed,  Cadwalader  was  obliged 
to  retreat  lo  the  fort.  He  was  closely  pui-sued 
hy  Percy  wilh  his  English  troops  nud  Hessians, 
but  turned  repcfitedly  on  his  pursuers.  Thus  he 
fought  his  way  to  the  fort,  with  the  loss  of  sev- 
t.Tal  killed  and  more  taken  prisoners ;  but  mark- 
ing his  track  by  the  number  of  Hessians  slain. 

The  defense  ou  the  north  side  of  the  fort  was 
equally  obBlinaI«  and  uiisuceesafiil.  Rawlings 
with  his  MArylnn<l  riflemen  and  the  aid  of  the 
three-gun  battery,  had  for  some  time  kept  the 
lefl  column  of  Hessians  and  Waldeekers  nnder 
Knyphausen  at  bay.  At  length  Colonel  Ralil. 
with  the  right  column  of  the  division,  having 
forced  bis  way  directly  up  ihe  north  side  of  ihe 
steep  hill  at  Spyt  den  Duivel  Creek,  cnme  upon 
Rnnlings*  men,  whose  rifles  from  frequent  dis- 
charges had  become  foul  »nd  almost  usete.^. 
drove  them  from  their  strong  post,  nnri  followed 
them  until  within  a  hundred  yards  of  the  fort, 
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nhere  ho  was  juijieil  by  Kuyphausen,  wlio  liinl 
slowly  DiBtle  iiis  way  through  lieniO  lUrest  am! 
over  felled  ivena.  Here  they  Ii>ok  post  beliiml 
a  large  slooe  bouse,  and  sent  in  a  Hug,  with  a 
secan<l  eummuiis  to  surrender. 

Washiiigtou,  surrounded  by  several  of  bis  offi- 
cers, hnd  been  an  auxious  spectator  of  the  battle 
from  the  opposite  side  of  the  Hudsoit.  Much 
of  it  was  hidden  from  him  by  intervening  hills 
and  forcat ;  but  the  roar  of  cautioiiry  front  the 
valley  of  Harlem  River,  the  shurp  aud  iucessaul 
reports  of  rides,  and  the  smoke  risiiij;  above  the 
tree  tops,  told  him  of  the  spirit  with  which  the 
assault  was  received  at  various  poiuts,  aud  gave 
him  for  a  time  a  hope  that  tlie  defense  might  be 
successful.  The  action  about  the  lines  to  the 
south  lay  open  to  him,  and  could  be  distinctly 
seen  through  a  telescope;  and  nothing  encour- 
aged him  more  than  the  gallant  style  in  which 
Cadwaloder  with  an  inferior  force  maintained 
his  position.  When  he  saw  him,  however,  as- 
sailed in  flank,  the  line  broken,  and  his  troops, 
overpowered  by  numbers,  retreating  to  tbu  fori. 
he  gave  up  the  game  as  lost.  The  worst  sigiit 
of  all,  was  to  behold  his  men  cut  down  and  bayo- 
neted by  the  Hessians  while  begging  quiirier.  It 
is  said  so  completely  to  have  overcome  hira,  that 
be  wept  "  with  the  tcudertiess  of  a  child." 

Seeing  the  flag  go  into  the  fort  from  Enyp- 
hauseu's  division,  and  surmising  it  to  be  n  sum- 
mons to  surrender,  he  wrote  a  note  to  Alagaw,  tell- 
ing him  that  if  he  could  hold  out  until  evening 
and  the  phice  could   not  be  maintained,  lie  would 
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endearor  to  bring  nff  the  gurisoa  io  the  ni^t 
Captain  Gooch,  of  Bo«ton,  a  bn>Te  ami  daring 
man,  oflered  to  be  tbe  bearer  or  tbe  note.  "  He 
ran  down  lo  !he  riser,  jumped  inlo  a  nnaU  boat, 
pushed  over  ihe  rirer,  landed  under  the  bank, 
ran  up  lo  ibe  fort  and  delirered  ibe  message: 
came  out,  run  and  jumped  over  Ihe  broken 
ground,  dodging  the  Hessians,  some  of  whom 
struck  at  him  with  their  pieces  aud  others  al- 
lerapted  to  thrust  bim  witU  their  bayonets ;  es- 
caping through  them,  he  got  to  bia  boat  and  re- 
lumed to  Fort  Lee." ' 

Washingtou'a  mt^ssnge  arrived  too  late.  "  The 
fort  was  so  crowded  by  the  garrison,  and  the 
Iroopi)  which  had  retreated  into  it,  that  it  was 
difficult  lo  move  nbout.  The  enemy,  too,  were 
in  possession  of  the  little  redoubts  around,  and 
could  have  poured  in  showers  of  shells  and 
ricochet  balls  that  would  have  made  dreadful 
slaughter."  It  was  no  longer  possible  for  Ma- 
gnw  lo  get  his  troops  to  man  Ihe  lines ;  he 
was  compelled,  therefore,  to  yield  himself  and 
his  garrison  prisoners  of  war.  The  only  terms 
granted  them  were,  that  the  men  should  retain 
their  biiggnge  and  the  ofBcers  their  swords. 

The  si^ht  of  the  American  flag  huuled  down, 
and  the  British  Sag  waving  in  its  place,  told 
Washington  of  the  surrender.  His  instiiDt  care 
was  fur  the  safety  of  Ihe  upper  conntry,  now 
that  Ihe  tower  ilufemses  of  the  Hudson  were  at 
nu  end.  Before  he  knew  nnjthing  nbout  the 
terms  of  capitulation,  he  wriite  lo  Quueral  Lee, 

1  Baith'B  J/tnoiri,  n.  EI4. 
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inrorraiug  him  of  the  siirrtiiider,  nod  calling  lii^ 
ttltentioii  to  the  passes  of  the  Highlands  nml  Ihiise 
which  lay  east  of  the  river;  begging  liini  to  havn 
such  meaanres  fulopted  for  their  defeiiBe  hs  \m 
judgment  ehoul'l  suggest  to  be  necessary.  -^  1 
do  not  mean,"  added  lie,  "  to  adviae  abaudouing 
your  present  post,  contrai'y  to  your  ov^i  opinion  ; 
bul  oiilj  to  meiitiou  mj  own  ideas,  of  the  im- 
portance of  those  passes,  and  that  you  cannot 
give  too  much  attention  to  their  security,  by 
having  woi-ks  ei-ecled  on  the  moat  advantageous 
places  for  that  purpose." 

Lee,  in  roply,  objected  to  removing  from  hia 
actual  encampmmit  at  Northcastle.  "  It  would 
give  us,"  said  he,  "  the  air  of  being  frightened  ' 
it  would  expose  a.  fine,  fertile  country  to  their 
ravages  ;  and  I  muRt  add,  that  we  are  as  secure 
as  we  could  be  in  any  position  whatever."  After 
stating  that  he  should  deposit  his  stores,  etc.,  in 
a  place  fully  as  safe,  and  more  central  than 
Peekskill,  he  adds :  "  As  to  ourselves,  light  as 
we  are,  several  retreats  present  tliemselvea.  In 
short,  if  we  keep  a  good  look-ont,  wu  are  in  no 
danger ;  but  1  must  entreat  your  Excellency  to 
enjoin  the  officers  posted  at  Fort  Lee,  to  give  us 
the  quickest  intelligence,  if  they  observe  any  em- 
barkation oit  the  North  River."  As  to  ihe  affair 
of  Fort  Washington,  all  that  Lee  observed  on 
the  subject  was :  "  O,  general,  why  would  you  be 
over-persuaded  by  men  of  inferior  judgment  to 
your  own  ?     It  was  a  cursed  affair." 

Lee's  alluMon  to  men  of  inferior  judgment, 
was  principally  aimed  at  Greene,  whose  influence 
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with  the  comniAnder-in-cbief  seems  lo  have  ex- 
cited a  jealousy  of  other  officers  of  rank.  So 
Colonel  Tilgbinaii,  WeahiDgton'a  aide-de-cninp, 
wrile«  on  tlie  17l1i,  [□  Kobert  R,  Lirlngstou  at 
New  York,  "  We  were  in  a  f»ir  way  of  firiialiing 
the  campaiga  with  credit  to  ourselves,  and,  I  think, 
to  ibe  (lidgrace  of  Mr.  Ilowe ;  and,  had  the  gen- 
eral followed  hia  own  opinion,  the  garrison  would 
have  been  withdrawn  immediately  upon  (he  en- 
emy's foiling  down  from  Dolibs'  Ferry.  Bill 
General  Greene  was  positive  that  our  forces 
might  at  any  lime  be  drawn  olf  under  the  guns 
of  Fori  Lee>  Fatal  experiencu  Iihs  evinced  the 
contrary."  ^ 

Washington's  own  comments  on  the  reduction 
of  the  fort,  made  in  a  letter  to  his  brother  Au- 
gustine, are  worthy  of  special  note.  "  This  is  a 
tnost  unfortunate  affair,  and  haa  given  me  great 
mortification  ;  a*  we  have  lost,  not  only  two  thou- 
sand men,'  that  were  there,  hut  a  good  deal  of 
artillery,  and  some  of  the  bttsl  arms  we  bad.  And 
what  adds  to  my  mortification  is,  that  this  post, 
after  the  last  abipa  went  past  il,  was  held  I'oiitrary 
to  my  wishes  and  opinion,  as  I  conceived  it  to  be 
K  huzardouB  one :  but  it  having  been  determined 
00  by  a  full  council  of  general  officers,  and  a  rea- 
olulion  of  Congress  liaving  been  received,  strongly 
expressive  of  their  deaire  that  the  channel  of  the 
river  which  we  hitd  been  laboring  to  atop  for  a 

I  Am.  AriAiea,  BOi  Series,  fit.  781). 

3  The  Dumber  of  prtwiners,  m  ntiiratd  by  Sir  Willum 
ll(twii,  wu  3,St8,  or  whom  3,Q(T7  WHni  pnvatu.  Tbs;r  wtn 
maretifd  off  to  Now  York  at  mitlalglil. 
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long  time  at  that  place,  might  be  nbslnicled,  if 
possible  ;  and  knowing  that  this  coulit  not  bu  done, 
unleas  (here  were  batteries  to  proteet  the  oltatriic- 
tioDS,  I  (lid  not  care  lo  give  an  absolute  order  for 
wiliidrHwiog  the  garrison,  till  I  coutd  get  round 
and  see  the  situation  of  things ;  and  ibeu  it  be- 
came too  late.  08  the  place  was  invested.  Upon 
the  passing  of  the  last  ships,  I  bad  giveu  it  as 
my  opinion  (o  General  Greene,  under  whose  care 
it  was,  (hat  it  would  be  best  to  evacuate  the  place; 
bu(,  as  the  oriler  was  discretionary,  and  his  opinion 
differed  from  mine,  it  was  unhappily  delayed  too 
long,  to  my  great  grief." 

The  correspondeoce  of  Washington  with  bis 
brother,  is  foil  of  gloomy  anticipations.  "  In  ten 
days  from  this  date,  there  will  not  be  Above  two 
thousand  men,  if  that  number,  of  the  fixed  estab- 
lished regiments  on  this  side  of  Hudson  River,  to 
oppose  Howe's  whole  army  ;  and  very  little  more 
on  the  other,  to  secure  the  eastern  colonies,  and 
the  important  passes  leading  through  the  High- 
lands  (o  Albany,  and  the  country  about  tlie  hikes. 
In  short,  it  is  impossible  for  me,  in  the  compasa 
of  a  letter,  lo  give  you  any  idea  of  our  situation, 
of  my  difficulties,  and  of  the  constant  perplexities 
I  meet  with,  derived  from  the  unhappy  policy  of 
ehort  enlistments,  and  delaying  them  too  long. 
Idst  fall,  or  winter,  before  the  army,  which  wad 
then  to  be  raised,  was  set  about,  I  represented  irt 
clear  and  explicit  terms  the  evils  which  would 
arise  from  short  enlistments,  the  expense  which 
must  attend  the  raising  an  army  every  year,  end 
the  futility  of  such  an  army  wbcu  raised ;  aud  if 


I  Ii>4  apofccn  with  m  pmphtUte  jpirit,  I  eoaJd  imt 
imn  tomltM  Um  evila  with  more  aocorai^  iban  I 
did.  All  ilie  jt»r  vinee,  I  have  been  pmmax 
CongroM  to  ilcbf  no  time  in  engaging  men  apoa 
•neh  (iimiit  m  whuM  iimire  nueaem,  telling  tbem 
ihfti  l)ie  loiif^r  it  WOK  delayed,  the  mure  difficult 
k  wmiM  prove.  But  (lie  measure  was  not  com- 
OmoomI  until  it  WM  too  Ule  to  be  etfcc.teil.  .  . 
.  .  I  am  wviiried  Rlmnil  lo  ilealh  with  ihe  ret- 
rograde inolion  uf  thing*  t  nnd  I  Koleiniilj  protest, 
that  tt  peooainry  reward  of  twenty  ihouaand  pounds 
AjOHT  would  not  induce  me  to  undergo  whM  I 
do,  Mid,  nfter  nil,  per)in|is  lo  lose  vny  character ; 
U  U  i»  irnpOHiblu,  under  Hudi  a  variety  of  dietrew- 
Ing  circnmilnnceis  la  cotulucl  matters  ngreeabljr 
to  public  expMiatioD." 
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i,  BCDt  out  Iroopa  to  hold  the  enemy  in 
check,  luid  sent  off  au  express  to  Wiisliiiigton,  at 
HRckeiisack. 

Tlie  enemy  had  crossed  the  Hudson,  on  a  very 
Tftiny  flight,  xa  two  diviaions,  one  diagonally  up- 
ward from  King's  Bridge,  landing  on  the  west  side, 
about  eight  o'clock  ;  the  other  marched  up  the  east 
bank,  three  or  four  miles,  aud  then  crossed  to  ihe 
opposite  shore.  The  whole  corptt,  sis  ihousuid 
strong,  and  under  the  command  of  Lord  Comwal- 
lis,  were  landed,  willi  their  canTioii,  by  ten  o'clock, 
U  a  place  cnlleJ  Cloaler  Dock,  five  or  six  miles 
above  Fort  Lee,  anil  under  that  line  of  tufly 
and  perpendicular  clitTd  known  ns  the  Falisodee. 
"The  BCttrnen,"  saya  Sir  William  Howe,  "dis- 
thiguished  themselves  remarkably  on  this  occasion, 
by  their  readinena  to  drag  Ihe  cannon  up  a  very 
narrow  road,  for  nearly  half  a  mile  to  the  top  of 
a  precipice,  which  bounds  the  shore  fur  some  miles 
on  the  west  side." ' 

Wflshingion  arrived  nt  the  fort  in  three-quarlers 
of  an  hour.  Being  (old  that  the  enemy  wore  ex- 
lending  ihemselves  across  the  country,  he  at  once 
saw  that  they  intended  to  form  a  line  from  the 
Hudson  to  the  Hnckensack,  and  hem  the  whole 
garrison  in  between  the  two  rivers.  Nothing 
wonid  save  it  but  a  prompt  retreat  to  secure  the 
bridge   over   the   Huckenaack.      No   time  was  to 


lath.  Theyhtvelwenmiried  by 
which  gJTM  that  date.  Lord  Hoh 
of  )h«  Admlniltj-,  giYea  Uie  dxte 
which  !■  the  true  oae. 
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CROSSING   OF  THE  HACKKI^SACK.      ^fil 

'obi.     The  troops  sent  oal  to  check  ilie  enemy 

,   ^'•^  recnlled.     The    reirent   eommence.l    .ill    in 

^^^le.     There  wrs  a  want  of  horsea  nrid  wiigons; 

£r^t  qitiintily  of  hiiggage,  §tore«,  «nd  provis- 

^^S  theretbre,  was  abntidoned.     So  was  nil  the 

,*~lilleiy   escepting  two   Iwelve-pouniiers.      Even 

"**«  rents  were  left  standing,  and   camp-kettles  on 

..^■^M  fire.     With  nil  their  speed  they  did  not  reach 

^-we  liackeosnck  Kiver  before  the  vanguarJ  of  the 

^^iiemy  whb  close  upon  iliem,     Expecting  a  brush, 

"%he  greater  part  hurried  over  the  bridge,  others 

crossed  at  the  ferry,  and  come  higher  up,     Tlie 

enemy,  honeTer,  did  not  diiipute  ibe  passnge  of 

the  river;  but  Curnwnllia  stated  in  his  dispatches, 

thai,  had  not  the  Americans  been  apprised  of  hia 

approach,  he  would  have  surroiimjeil  (hem  at  the 

fort.     Some  of  bis  troops  ibat  night  occiipieil  the 

tenta  ihey  bnd  abandoned. 

From  Hackensack,  Colonel  Grayson,  one  of 
Waahingtob's  aides-de-camp,  wrote  insliintly,  by 
his  orders.  io  General  Lee  ;  informing  him  that 
tha  enemy  had  crossed  into  the  Jerseys,  and,  as 
waa  reported,  in  great  nuTiAtrt.  "  His  Exoel- 
lency, " adds  Grayson,  "  thinks  it  would  he  advia- 
«ble  in  you  to  remove  the  troops  under  your  com- 
nuwd  on  this  side  of  the  North  River,  and  there 
wwt  for  furtlier  commands." 

Washington  himself  wrote  to  Lee  on  the  fol- 
lowing day  (Nov.  21bi),  "  I  am  of  opinion,"  said 
he,  "  and  the  gentlemen  alwut  me  coucur  in  it, 
that  the  public  interest  requires  your  coming  over 
to  this  side  of  the  Hudeou  with  (he  continental 
troops The  enemy  ia  evidently  chang;ing 
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the  seat  of  war  to  this  side  of  the  North  Gjver, 
and  the  iuhabitants  of  this  country  will  expect 
the  coutiiiental  army  to  give  ihem  what  support 
they  can ;  and  failing  in  that,  they  will  cease  to 
depend  upou,  or  support  a  force  froai  which  no 
protection  is  to  be  derived.  It  i«,  therefore,  of 
the  utmost  importance,  that  at  least  an  appearance 
of  force  should  be  mwie,  to  keep  this  proviuce  in 
connection  with  the  others." 

In  this  iDoraeot  of  hurry  and  agitation,  Colonel 
Keed,  also,  Washiugton's  ^Viw  Achates,  wrote  to 
Lee,  but  in  a  toJie  and  spirit  ihut  may  surprise 
the  reader,  knowing  the  devotion  he  liad  hitherto 
mauifested  for  the  commander-iD'chief.  After  ex- 
pressing the  common  wish  that  Lee  should  be 
at  the  principal  scene  of  action,  he  adds :  "  I  do 
not  mean  to  flatter  or  praise  you  at  tlie  expense 
of  any  other ;  but  I  do  think  it  is  entirely  owing 
lo  you,  that  this  army,  and  the  liberties  of  Amer- 
ica, so  tiir  as  they  itre  dependent  on  it,  are  not 
entirely  cut  off.  Yuu  have  decision,  a  ijuality 
ofieu  wanting  in  minds  otherwise  vainable,  and 
I  ascribe  lo  this  our  escape  from  York  Island, 
King's  Bridge,  and  the  Plains  ;  and  I  have  no 
doubt,  luid  you  heen  here,  the  garrison  of  Moaut 
Wiisliiugton  would  now  have  composed  a  part  of 
this  army ;  and  from  all  these  circumstances,  I 
confess.  I  do  anlently  wish  to  see  you  removed 
from  a  place  where  there  will  be  so  little  call  for 
your  judgment  and  experience,  to  the  place  where 
they  are  likely  to  be  so  necessary.  Nor  am  I 
singular  in  my  opinion  ;  every  gentleman  of  the 
fiimily,  the  officers  and  soldiers  generally,  tuve  a. 
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confiJeiioH  in  you.  Tlw  eiieuiy  lajubUnily  iii- 
quire  wlitre  you  are,  iui<1  sooni  W  be  I'.ws  iii>iiti- 
deut  whfla  you  hto  pi'iMWit" 

Then  alluding  U*  die  l»lu  uffulr  ut  l-'oil  WumIi- 
ingtou,  1m  (uiitiuumi :  "GuotirHl  WiwLiji|[U>u'«  uwu 
judgment.  MMoudtid  by  i«|jra«0i)Utiutiii  fiura  ii»i 
would,  J  believe,  have  tared  tlit!  ini-n,  aud  UiiTb' 
arms ;  but,  uiiluekily,  Gtiiwnil  Orntuu^'B  judg- 
tueiit  wae  (xjiiti-ary.  Till"  k«|iL  tlic  tjuluirul's 
mind  id  a  atutt;  uf  wMyaum;,  till  tic-  dtJ'oke  van 
struck.  (>  gHuurol  !  Aii  ludL't^Bive  iitiiid  \i  oiu* 
of  tiie  greatett  mjafurluiiee  dial  uan  ixrfall  on 
srmy  ;  liuw  ufWu  liuve  ]  Uiiwiitud  il  tllU  uuni' 
poigu.  All  (.-iruumstottueB  cuusidoiuil.  urn  are  iti 
u  very  tLwfal  tuid  ulnriniii);  uUMtimi ;  uuv  llutl  ttf 
quirw  tlie  uUuuM  wioduui  «ud  ftriuiMt«  of  miud. 
Ar  mmri  as  Uie  »<>:asou  will  admit.  1  Utiuk  ywurkclf 
sad  aame  otliers  abuuld  |pj  lu  Ciiu^nvw.  uud  fwrui 

^t^  plan  tif  tile  new  anuy i  oiuitt 

cuucliulc,  Willi  my  clettr  aiid  «xpLidl  upiiiiuu.  titat 
y<iuT  presence  iti  of  tbc  laet  tiupurtauc*.''  ' 

Well  tnighl  W'«eiiiiigu.<ii  appruliuml  tlial  liin 
cltanuavT  aud  uuitducU  in  ibL-  perplexiUtx  iu 
wliidi  be  «nu-  plauud.  wuulil  l>e  lisliJe  to  be  UU»- 
uudemwod  by  Ui«  public,  wbeu  Uie  frieud  of  lu* 
buwitu  oould  Ml  Dilkjudgi;  liiuj. 

Uued  liad  evidently  boeu  daiskd  by  tilt  dnrii^ 
■jwit  Bad  uiiHTnipuiuuE  poliiij  «!'  Lo^,  wbo.  iu 
onrryint;  out  bii'  uu^sui-tu.  liwded  Uil  littJt?  tJw 
DoaoMibL  nf  oUtofii.  or  «veu  tlu:  wrIctb  iff  gtf V«ni- 
UMSQL  WMhiH^um'ii  n»i<wn  W  but^'.  uad  tLe 
OMtidB  -Milb  wbidi  be  iMiutalvd  iii  ad4fpliug  ihmm 
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a  whom  he  relied  as  on  a  aecond  aelf,  was 
diapauhed  to  Burlington,  with  a  letter  to  Guv- 
r  William  Liviogglon,  describiug  his  liax:ird- 
oua  situation,  and  entreating  liim  to  call  out  a 
portioD  of  tbe  New  Jersey  miliUa ;  and  Generul 
UilBin  waa  sent  to  Philadelphia  to  implore  inuue- 
diate  aid  from  Coogreas  and  the  local  aulliorlties. 
LI  reliance  for  prom{)t  aBsistauce,  Itow- 
upoQ  Lee.  On  the  24th  came  a  letter 
from  tbat  general,  addressed  to  Colonel  Reed. 
Waatiingtou  opened  It,  aa  he  waa  accustomed  to 
do,  in  the  absence  of  that  officer,  with  letlera  ad- 
dreased  to  him  on  tbebusiuess  of  the  army.  Lee 
was  at  \iii  old  encampment  at  Northcastle.  He 
Eiud,  of  crossing  at  Dobba' 
Ferry,  aud  tbe  round  by  Elng'a  Ferry  would  be 
BO  great,  that  he  could  not  get  there  in  lime  to 
answer  any  purpose.  "I  have  therefore,"  added 
he,  "  ordered  General  Heath,  who  is  close  to  the 
only  ferry  wbicli  can  be  passed,  to  detach  two 
thousand  men  to  apprise  his  Eicelleucy,  and  await 
his  furtber  orders ;  a  mode  which  I  flatter  my- 
self will  answer  better  wbat  1  conceive  to  be  tlie 
spirit  of  the  orders,  than  should  I  move  the  corps 
from  bence.  Withdrawing  our  troops  from  hence 
would  I)e  attended  with  some  very  serious  cuose- 
quenues,  which  at  present  would  be  tedious  to 
enumerate ;  as  to    myself,"    odds  he,  "  I  hope  to 


A  letter  of  the  same  date  (Nov.  23d),  from  Lee 
to  James  Bowdoin,  presideat  of  tlie  ^hlassachuMtta 
council,  may  throw  some  light  on  hia  motives  for 
delaying  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  oommauder-ia- 
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thief.  "  Before  the  unlorluiinle  ntTsir  of  Fort 
Wnaliiugton,"  wrile.-)  lie,  "  ii  whh  my  opiiiion  th»t 
tliu  twu  arniieA  —  tlml  on  t)i«  tuutl,  Aud  that  oii 
ihe  we»l  eiile  of  ilie  Nonh  River  —  mast  rest 
each  oil  its  omi  botlom;  thiit  tlie  idea  of  dttt&cb' 
ing  nnJ  reinforcing  from  oiie  siile  to  tlie  oiber,  on 
ever/  iiiutjoii  of  the  enemy,  whs  chimericul ;  but 
10  liui'bor  such  n  ihotiglit  in  our  pnssent  drcum- 
nbincea,  is  nbtwiuw  iriBRniiy.  In  this  invasion, 
ihould  the  enemy  ajier  the  present  direction  of 
ibeir  opt-rnlionH,  nnd  uttcmpt  lo  o|icn  the  (lasBage 
of  the  Hlgl'lnnds,  ur  ent«r  New  Eiiglnitd,  1  eliould 
never  enlerlain  the  ihoiight  of  being  succored  by 
the  wesiem  army.  I  know  it  is  impossible.  We 
must,  tliurcfore,  depend  upoti  onrsulves.  To  Con- 
iieulieut  iind  MaHsachiisetts,  I  siiiill  look  for  assist- 

Uiiuf! I  hope  the  cursed  job  of  Fori 

WfiHhiti^ou  will  occasiou  no  dejection:  tlie  place 
itself  was  of  no  value.  For  my  own  purl,  I  «m 
pt'rauadud  thai  if  wu  only  act  with  common  sense, 
spirit,  Hud  deciaioti,  the  day  must  be  our  own." 

In  atiuther  letter  lo  Buwdoin,  dated  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  and  incloMug  un  extract  from  Wash- 
iiiglon's  letter  of  Nov.  2l8l,  ho  writes:  "Indecis- 
ion bids  fair  fur  liioibling  down  the  goodly  fabric 
of  Americuii  freedom,  and,  wiili  it,  the  rights  of 
mankind.  Twas  indecision  of  Congress  prevented 
our  having  a  noble  army,  and  on  an  excellent 
foiiting.  Twas  indecision  in  our  military  councils 
which  cost  us  llie  garrison  of  Fort  Washington, 
the  oousequetice  of  which  must  be  fatal,  unless 
remedied  in  time  by  a  contrary  spirit.  Inclosed 
1  send  yon  an  extract  of  a  leticr  from  the  gen- 
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vill  mnke  your  comments  ; 


era),  on  which  you  \ 
and  I  have  no  doubt  y 
ihe  nect^Bsity  of  raising  immeilialely  an  army  to 
3  from  perdition.  Aflaira  appear  in  so  im- 
portant  a  crisis,  that  I  think  the  resolves  of  the 
Congress  must  no  longer  too  nicely  weigh  with  us. 
We  must  save  the  eommanity,  in  spile  of  the  or- 
ilinaiices  of  the  legislatare.  There  are  times  when 
It  commit  treason  against  the  laws  of  the 
Stale,  for  the  salralioa  of  ihe  State.  The  pres- 
i  demands  this  brave,  virtuous  kind  of 
(reason."  -He  urges  President  Bowdoiu,  there- 
fore, to  waive  all  formalities,  and  not  only  com- 
plete the  regiments  prescribed  to  the  province, 
but  to  add  four  companies  to  each  regiment. 
"  We  must  not  only  have  a  force  sulGuient  to 
cover  your  province,  and  all  these  fertile  districls, 
from  tlie  insults  and  irniptions  of  ihe  tyrant's 
troops,  but  sufficient  Ici  drive  'em  out  of  oil  Iheir 
quarters  in  the  Jerseys,  or  all  is  losL  .... 
lu  ilie  mean  time,  send  up  a  Ibrmidable  body  of 
miliiia,  to  supply  the  place  of  the  ooutinenlal 
troops,  whicL  I  am  ordered  to  convey  over  ihe 
river.  Let  your  people  be  well  supplied  with 
blankets  atid  warm  clot  lie*,  as  I  am  determined, 
by  the  help  of  God,  to  UDoest  'em.  even  in  the 
deftd  of  wiuler."  ' 

It  is  evident  Lee  ootisidered  Wuhington's  star 
to  be  ad  the  dedine,  and  his  own  in  the  aweni)- 
ut.  Tbe  "  aflUr  of  Fort  Washington,"  and  the 
"  indecinoo  of  the  commander-iuHdiief."  were  nf^ 
paraillj  hu  wtttch  words. 

H.  Jrdiira.  &Ib  Ssica,  iii.  SIL 
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Ou  die  fgllowing  day  {34tli),  he  writes  w 
Washington  frotn  Nortticiisile,  ou  the  subject  of 
removing  troopa  Rcross  llie  Hudson.  "  1  have  re- 
ceived your  orders,  uiid  slinll  endeavor  lo  put 
tbem  in  execution,  but  question  whether  I  ehnll 
be  able  to  carry  with  me  any  considerable  num- 
ber ;  not  BO  much  from  u  waut  of  xeal  in  the  meu, 
as  from  their  wretched  condition  with  respect  lo 
shoes,  stockings,  and  blankets,  which  the  present 
bad  weather  renders  more  intolerable.  I  sent 
Heath  orders  to  transport  two  thousand  men 
across  the  river,  apprise  the  genera),  and  wait  for 
further  orders;  but  that  great  man  (as  I  might 
have  expected)  intrenched  himself  within  the  let- 
ter of  his  instructioDS,  and  refused  to  part  with  n 
single  lile,  though  I  undertook  to  replace  them 
with  a  part  of  my  own."  He  coDcludes  by  show- 
ing that,  BO  far  from  hurrying  to  the  support  of 
his  commander-in-chief,  he  was  meditating  a  siile 
blow  of  his  own  devising.  "  I  should  march  this 
day  with  Glover's  brigade ;  but  have  just  received 
inlelligeuce  that  Rogers'  corps,  a  part  of  the  light 
horse,  and  another  brigade  lie  in  so  exposed  a  sit- 
uation, as  to  present  us  the  fairest  opportunity  uf 
carrying  them  off.  If  we  succeed,  it  will  have  a 
great  effect,  and  amply  coropcusutc  for  two  days' 

Scarce  had  Lee  sent  this  letter,  when  be  re- 
ceived one  from  Washington,  informiug  him  that 
he  had  mistaken  his  views  in  regard  to  the  troops 
required  lo  cross  tiie  Hudson ;  it  was  his  (Lee's) 
division  tliat  he  wanted  to  have  over.  The  force 
under  Heath  must  remain  to  guard  the  posts  aud 
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pBHBea  throagfa  the  Highlands,  the  importaiice  of 
which  was  so  infinilety  great,  that  there  should 
not  be  the  least  possihle  risk  of  losing  tbem.  In 
the  same  letter  Washington,  who  presumed  Lee 
was  bj  this  time  at  Peckskill,  advised  him  to  t«ke 
every  precaution  to  come  by  a  safe  route,  and  by 
all  means  to  keep  between  the  enemy  and  the 
mountains,  as  he  understood  thuy  were  lakiug 
raeaaures  to  intercept  his  march. 

Lee's  reply  was  atill  from  Northcjistle.  He  ex- 
plained that  his  idea  of  detaching  troops  fi'om 
Heath's  division  was  merely  for  expedition's  sake, 
intending  to  replace  them  from  his  own.  The 
want  of  carriages  and  other  causes  had  delayed 
him.  From  the  force  of  the  enemy  remaining  in 
Westchester  County,  he  did  uot  conceive  the  num- 
ber of  ibem  in  the  Jerseys  to  be  near  so  great  as 
Washington  was  taught  to  beliuve.  He  had  been 
making  a  sweep  of  the  country  to  clear  it  of  the 
tories.  Part  of  his  army  had  now  moved  on, 
and  he  would  set  out  on  the  following  day.  He 
concluded  with  the  assurance,  "I  shall  take  care 
to  obey  your  Excellency's  orders,  in  regard  to  my 
march,  as  exactly  as  passible." 

On  the  gnme  day,  he  vents  his  spleen  in  a  tart 
letter  to  Hcaih.  "I  perceive,"  writes  he,  "that 
you  have  formed  an  idea,  that  should  General 
Waabioglon  remove  to  the  Straits  of  Magellao, 
tlie  instructions  he  lefl  with  you,  upon  a  partic- 
ular occasion,  have,  to  ail  intents  and  purposes, 
invested  you  with  a  command  separate  from,  and 

independent  of,  any  other  superiors 

That  General  Heath  is  by  no  means  to  consider 
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himBolf  obliged  to  obey  ibe  second  in  commnnd." 
He  concliiiletl  by  informing  him  Ihiit,  as  tlie  com- 
mander-in-cbief  was  now  separalecl  from  them,  he 
(Lee)  commanded,  of  course,  on  thie  side  of  ibe 
water,  und  for  the  future  would  tiud  must  be 
obeyed. 

Before  receiving  this  letter,  Hcatb,  doubtful 
nbelher  Wnshlngton  might  not  be  pressed,  Hod 
desirous  of  having  his  troops  across  the  Hudson, 
had  sent  off  lUi  express  to  him  for  explicit  inslruc- 
tiona  on  that  point,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  bad 
kept  them  ready  for  a  move. 

General  George  Clinton,  who  was  with  him, 
and  had  the  safety  of  tbe  Hudson  at  heart,  was 
iu  an  agony  of  solicitude.  ''We  have  been  under 
marching  orders  these  three  days  past,"  writes  he, 
'*  and  only  wait  the  directions  of  General  Wash- 
ington, Should  they  be  to  move,  all's  over  with 
the  river  this  season,  aud,  I  fear,  forever.  Gen- 
eral Lee,  four  or  five  days  ago,  hud  ordei's  to 
move  with  his  division  across  the  river.  Instead 
of  so  doing,  he  ordered  General  Heaih  to  march 
his  men  through,  and  he  would  i-epluce  them  with 
w  many  of  his.  General  Heath  could  not  do  this 
consistent  with  his  instructions,  but  put  Lis  meti 
under  marching  orders  to  wait  his  Excellency's 
orders."  Honest  George  Clinlnn  was  still  per- 
plexed and  annoyed  by  these  marchings  and  coun- 
termarchings  j  and  especially  with  these  incessant 
retreats.  "A  strange  way  of  cooking  business!" 
writes  he.  "  We  have  no  par[icular  accounts  yet 
from  head- quarters,  but  I  am  apt  to  believe  retreat- 
ing  it  yet  faihionalte." 
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IgllMl, 


T)ie  retuni  of  lliu  exprua  uinl  tn  Wiiolii 
relieved  Clinlou'B  uiixicl^  nlmut  llin  lliglil 

J  the  orlgiiitJ  urllur,  tliut  tliu  'liviairui  un- 
der Heatti  Rlirjuld  remain  for  ihv  {iruliu-'ilitii  <jt'i]iL< 

Waehingtou  wiu  sliU  ut  Nusvurk  wlivii,  on  lliu 
27th,  he  i«ceived  Loe's  letter  <)f  the  24tb,  >j>«ak< 
tug  or  fau  Kheme  of  capCuriiiji  Itogura  the  pttrli* 
MMi.  Under  other  circuiuRiaiiotM  it  ujij^ht  hAve 
been  k  i-uffi<;ieiil  exuuae  l*or  liii  deU^,  but  higher 
iulereete  wt-re  at  Hake  ;  he  iuuuediktely  wrutv  tu 
L««  as  folluwa :  ■■  M;  Tonucr  lettere  were  ito  TuU 
uud  exjilicil.  a«  lu  Uie  w^ueBnii^  of  yoat  tuarcliiu^ 
ki  earlj-  as  jMierible.  iliat  it  i»  uuueuewMiry  lu  add 
wore  uo  tiiat  Lead.  I  ouufow  I  exfwcted  <fou 
would  hove  beeti  evoucr  in  mulioQ.  'J*lu.'  force 
here,  when  joiued  hy  juurc,  will  uol  be  adixjuale 
to  any  great  o|^{fUkiliifii  ;  at  pretieiil  it  I"  w«ak. 
Hud  il  iiuf  b«eii  mure  uvriii^  to  tiie  baditfu  uf  the 
weather  that  tiie  eiieiuv'«  prugr>:s>  liiu  borni 
dieekcd,  llian  aiij  nxinlauue  we  muld  Twike. 
Ti«ej  are  uow  pmliiu^  tl^i^  wny  —  jmrl  ul  'eiu 
latve  fHUred  tlie  PiuMue.  Tbcir  plan  in  uut  «it- 
linrlj  uul-ilded,  but  I  »liall  uui  bt  pui'^iued  i( 
Piuiadelfihiu   tiiuuld   luni  uul  the  objttct  uf   theti' 


TUe  BJiuolMMi  ur  lite  little  army  wm  daily  bo- 
axniu^  uiure  p««iluue.  Jti  a  euutieil  of  war,  mat' 
^wl  id  Ibe  iDemlmrri  ur^ed  a  wuve  lu  Hurrirtwwh. 
kt  itfTfn  a  juueliuii  Willi  iIms  troc^  expticiad  Cnati 
tbe  Kuitiieru  «ni»j'.  WaHhiufiati.  buwniT.  alill 
dwrnbed  iIm-  id«a  oT  niakui^  u  ■laud  al  bruuK' 
wi^  UB  tbc  iUriUu,  w,  at  all  evaut«,  of  diajfiiiui^ 


472 


LIFE  OF   fVASniNGTOy. 


Ihe  pnMAge  of  ihe  Delnware;  krA  in  rhia  intrepid 
FMolnlion  he  wiis  tranniy  sieconded  bjr  Greene. 

Breaking  np  his  camp  onoe  mure,  ihererore,  be 
contianed  his  reireal  lowanl*  New  Bmusiriuk ; 
but  so  clo»e  was  Comwaliis  upon  him,  that  his  ad- 
vance entered  one  end  of  Newark,  just  ea  the 
American  rearguard  had  left  Ihe  olher. 

From  Brnnswick,  Washington  wrote  on  the 
2dtli  to  William  LivingtttoD,  governor  of  the  Jer- 
sey's, requesting  him  to  hnre  all  boala  and  river 
craf^  for  seventy  miles  along  the  Delaware,  re- 
moved to  the  western  batik  out  of  the  reach  of 
the  enemy,  and  put  under  guard.  He  was  dis- 
appointed in  his  hope  of  making  a  stand  on  the 
banks  of  the  Raritan.  All  the  force  he  eould 
muster  at  Brunswick,  including  the  New  Jersey 
militia,  did  not  exceed  four  thousand  men.  Col- 
onel Reed  hiid  failed  in  procuring  aid  from  the  New 
.lersey  legislature.  That  body,  shifting  from  place 
to  place,  was  on  the  eve  of  dissolution.  The  term 
of  the  Maryliind  and  New  Jersey  troops  in  the 
flying  camp  had  expired.  General  Mercer  en- 
deavored to  detain  them,  represenliiig  the  disgrace 
of  turning  their  back  upon  (he  (rause  irben  the 
enemy  was  at  liaiid :  his  re inoiist ranees  were 
fiuitless.  As  to  Ihe  Pennsylvania  levies,  they 
draerled  in  such  numbers,  that  guards  were  sta- 
tioned on  the  ronds  and  ferries  to  {[itercept  tliem. 

At  this  momunt  of  care  and  perpleiity,  u  letter, 
forwarded  by  express,  arrived  at  hend^nnrters. 
It  was  from  General  Loe,  dated  from  his  camp  at 
Norlhcastle,  lo  Colonel  Reed,  and  was  in  reply  lo 
the  letter  written  by  that  officer  from  Hoekensnck 


coiMis-roroxycs  or  l^kaxd  mkxBl.  4Tt 

<»  tbe  ilst,  whMi  w«  bm  minmiy  MA  bcfef* 
the  reader.  Sapposag  thtf  it  nUietl  W  oAcm) 
bnniMs,  WasluBgiiM  opaasd    il.  and  read  h  ful- 


I 
I 


Mt  dear  Reed, —  I  received  your  meat 
obliging,  flatleriDg  leiWr ;  Inmeut  with  you  ihnt 
rHUl  indeciaiofi  of  miDd.  whiclt  iu  wnr  in  ■  mui!)) 
greater  disqnaliliailloD  tbuii  slupidily,  or  uvuii  W«Ut 
of  persoDBl  courage.  Accident  maf  pui  a  iteciaifa 
blunderer  in  the  riglii ;  bul  uienitt]  clurent  and 
miscarriage  must  alleiid  the  man  of  tlie  boat  parta, 
if  cursed  vrUli  iiMlecision.  Tim  guimral  reuoiii- 
meads  in  so  pressing  n  manner  ns  iduiiMt  to 
amount  lo  an  order,  to  bring  over  llm  uoiitiiienlal 
troopa  under  my  command,  whicb  racommeiida- 
tioo,  or  order,  tlirows  me  into  tli«  grnauwl  di* 
lemma  from  several  cunsiderHlicins."  Aller  stal 
ing  tbeae  conaiderations,  lie  adds :  "  My  rnason 
lor  not  having  marched  already  is,  tlutt  we  hava 
JDSt  received  intcUi^euce  that  Rogera'  curpv,  thu 
light  horse,  pan  of  the  Ilighlaiulera,  and  aiiulliHr 
brigade,  lie  iu  so  exposed  a  aiiuatiiiu  tis  in  give 
tbe  forest  opportunity  of  being  carried.  I  ahould 
have  attempted  it  lost  ulgbl,  but  tbe  rain  was  loo 
violent,  aiid  when  our  pieees  are  wet,  yuu  know 
our  troops  ure  hort  da  cumhut.     This  nlghl  I  Lope 

will  be   better I  only  wait  myself 

fur  this  buaiuees  of  Hogeiii  and  cuiiipuity  being 
liver.  I  hIuJI  then  Hy  to  you ;  for,  to  eoiifesa  w 
truth.  I  really  think  our  uhief  will  do  U;ttei-  with 
nie  tliau  without  me." 
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A  glance  over  (his  leiler  suflici;!!  to  sliow  Wash- 
iogton  that,  at  [his  Jark  inomcnl,  wlicu  tie  luuBt 
needed  support  and  sympathy,  bis  cbamoter  aii<l 
military  conduct  were  the  subject  of  disparaging 
commeitts,  between  the  friend  in  whom  he  had  so 
implicitly  confided,  and  a  sarcastic  and  appareiilly 
flelf-confltituted  rivaL  Whatever  mny  have  been 
his  feelings  of  wounded  pride  and  outraged  friend- 
ship, ho  realrained  them,  and  inclosed  ilie  leti«r 
to  Reed,  vith  the  following  chilling  note: — 

"  Dba.r  Sir,  —  The  inclosed  svns  put  into  my 
liands  by  uu  expi'ess  from  White  Plains.  Hav- 
ing no  idea  of  its  being  a  private  letter,  much  less 
suspecting  ihe  tendency  of  the  correspondeuc^i  I 
opened  it  i  as  1  have  done  all  other  letters  to  you 
from  the  same  place,  and  Peeksklll,  upon  the  busi- 
ness of  your  olEce,  as  I  conceived,  and  found  them 
to  be.  This,  as  it  is  the  truth,  must  be  my  ex- 
cuse for  seeing  the  contents  of  a  letter,  which 
neither  iocliuation  nor  intention  would  have 
prompted  me  to,"  etc. 

The  very  calmness  and  coldness  of  this  note 
must  have  had  a  gi^ater  effect  upon  Reed,  tlinu 
could  have  been  produeed  by  the  most  vehcmcut 
reproaches.  lu  subsequent  communications,  he 
endeavored  to  explain  away  the  offensive  para- 
graphs ill  Lee's  letter,  declaring  there  was  nothing 
in  his  own  inconsistent  with  the  respect  and  affec- 
tion he  had  ever  borne  for  Washington's  person 
and  character. 

Fortunately  for  Reed,  Washington  never  saw 
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that  letter.  There  were  paasagea  in  it  beyond 
tlie  reach  of  softetiing  explmiHlion.  As  it  wa,i, 
the  purport  of  it,  aa  reflected  in  Leo's  reply,  hnd 
giTOD  him  II  sufficient  shock.  His  magnanimous 
nature,  liowever,  was  inciipaWe  of  liarboring  long 
reaeutments ;  especiiilly  in  matters  relating  solely 
to  hiraeelt  Hia  persona!  respect  for  Colonel 
Reed  continued  ;  he  inrariablj  manifested  a  high 
sense  of  hia  merits,  nod  consulted  him,  aa  before. 
on  military  nffairs ;  but  his  hitherto  Hffeclioimte 
conBdence  in  him.  as  a  sympathizing  friend,  hnd 
received  an  incurable  wound.  Mis  letters,  before 
so  frequent,  and  such  perfect  outpourings  of  heart 
and  mind,  became  few  and  far  between,  and  con- 
fined to  malters  of  business. 

It  must  have  been  consoling  to  Washington  at 
this  moment  of  bitterness,  to  receive  the  following 
letter  (doted  Nov.  27lh)  from  William  Livings- 
ton, the  intelligent  ftnd  pfttriotic  governor  of  New 
Jersey.  It  showed  that  while  many  misjudge*! 
him,  and  friends  seemed  falling  from  his  side, 
others  appreciated  him  truly,  and  the  ordeal  he 
was  undergoing. 

"  I  can  easily  form  some  idea  of  the  difficulties 
under  which  yon  labor,"  writes  Livingston,  "  par- 
ticularly of  one  for  which  the  public  can  make  no 
allowance,  because  your  prudence  and  fidelity  to 
the  cause,  will  not  suffer  you  lo  reveal  it  to  the 
public  ;  an  instance  of  magnanimity,  superior,  per- 
haps, to  any  ihat  can  bo  shown  in  battle.  But 
depend  upou  it,  my  dear  sir,  the  impartial  world 
will  do  you  ample  justice  before  long.  May  God 
aup))ort  you  under  the  fatigue,  \ioih  of  body  and 
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whifh    you    must   l»e    constantly    ei- 


mm.l. 

WoBhinglon  lingered  at  Bmnnwick  until  the 
Ist  of  December,  in  the  vain  hope  of  being  reio' 
Ibrced.  The  enemy,  in  the  mean  liioe,  adTonced 
through  the  country,  impressing  wagons  and 
horses,  and  collecting  cnttle  and  sheep,  as  if  for 
a  distant  march.  At  length  their  vanguard  ap- 
peared on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Rarilan. 
Washington  immediately  broke  down  the  end  of 
the  bridge  next  the  village,  and  after  nightfall  re- 
sumed bis  retreat  In  the  mean  time,  as  the 
river  was  fordable.  Captain  Alexander  Hamil- 
ton planted  his  field-pieces  on  high,  commanding 
ground,  anil  opened  a.  spirited  fire,  to  check  any 
attempt  of  the  enemy  to  cross- 

At  Princeton,  Washington  left  twelve  hundred 
men  in  two  brigades,  under  Lord  Stirling  and 
General  Adam  Stephen,  to  cover  the  country, 
and  watch  the  motions  of  the  enemy.  Stephen 
was  the  name  officer  that  hod  served  us  a  colonel 
under  Washington  in  the  French  war,  as  second 
in  command  of  the  Virginia  troops,  and  had  <^rge 

>  We  cannot  dinialsa  tliit  palnflil  incident  in  Wiubington'! 
life,  wltbout  I  prOBpeclire  nole  on  the  fiubjeot.  Reed  wu 
rosily  of  loo  (tenerous  and  inlslligent  ■  nstutu  not  to  beMwart 
arths  imniente  nlue  of  the  liiendFbip  he  had  pDtsl  bazard. 
HeKrieredontrhiemimske,  especiillvu  nHer  sTenti  ihoired 
mant  and  mora  lbs  m^ealic  greatneu  of  Wvhlngloti's  char- 
■eler.  A  letter  in  ths  followlna  year,  in  wbieh  be  sought  to 
convince  Wnnbinftton  of  his  nincer^  nnd  devoted  attachment. 
Is  roally  totwhing  in  its  appeals.  Wo  are  Imppy  to  add,  that 
it  appean  to  hava  been  gucceMful.  and  to  bavc  renlored,  in  a 
gntX  mu-ura,  their  relation*  aftaaiiXy  ramSdence. 
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of  Fort  Cumberland.  In  connidumtion  of  hin 
tourage  and  military  capacity,  Lu  lioii,  in  17(H, 
been  mtrustad  nith  tliu  pr»t«i^tiuij  uf  the  ft-uiitlet'. 
He  had  recently  brought  a  delAchinenl  of  Vir- 
ginia troops  U>  the  army,  and  rooeivod  from  Cou- 
grew,  in  September,  Ibe  conuuiiwiou  of  l)rigiwlinr> 

The  harsMed  army  reached  Trenton  on  (he 
2d  of  December.  Wafbinglon  imra«di«l«ly  pro- 
>  Ignore  hii  baggage  and  •tore*  ktom 
tba  Delaware.  In  hu  letUn  from  tfait  pliuii  to 
die  Prcsideiit  at  CoagreM,  be  give*  faU  nanatu 
far  faia  ooadBBed  retreat.  "  Nothing  bat  ueoM' 
mXf  abided  ne  to  Ktire  before  tU  coopy,  ami 
Imre  BO  modi  of  tlw  4enejvvD|)rai(cl«L  Sony 
tm  I  loofaMne  that  die  freqaenlcalb  npM  dw 
■ffiiiiardni  State,  Ae  «a«  of  eurtfan  to  die 
pmdpal  gndeaMD  «f  dv  eoMBUy,  and  ■  faMi 
fiiMf  mmI  iifwiaily  of  J—yr.tiB  k  U  to» 
bCetopRTeat  me«fl  &a<  waa  not  ndy  fanMM. 
B  Lmb  the  wi  M  of  Bf  latedia* 
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agricultural  country,  where  tlio  «ouii(]  of  war  had 
imver  been  Iieard,  Maiiy  of  them  looked  upon 
the  Revolution  as  relielliuii  ;  othera  thought  it  s 
nimed  enterpriite  ;  the  armies  engaged  in  it  bail 
been  defeated  and  broken  up.  They  beheld  the 
commander-in-chief  retreating  through  their  coun- 
try with  a  hiuidful  of  men,  weary,  wayworn, 
dispirited  ;  without  tent^,  without  clotlung,  many 
of  them  barefooted,  exposed  to  wintry  weather, 
and  driven  from  post  to  post,  by  a  well-clad,  well- 
feil,  triiimpfaant  force,  tridced  out  in  all  the  glitter- 
ing bravery  of  war.  Could  it  be  wondered  at, 
that  peaceful  husbandmen,  seeing  their  quiet 
fields  thus  suddenly  overnin  by  adverse  hosts, 
and  their  very  hearthstones  threatened  witli  out- 
riige,  should,  instead  of  flyitig  to  arms,  seek  for 
the  safety  of  their  wives  and  little  ones,  and  the 
protection  of  their  humble  means,  from  the  desola- 
tion which  loo  often  marks  the  course  even  of 
friendly  armies  ? 

Lord  Howe  and  his  brother  sought  lo  profit  by 
this  dismay  and  despondency.  A  proclamation, 
dated  30th  of  November,  commaudei]  all  persons 
in  arms  agamsl  Hb  Majesty's  government  to  dig- 
band  and  return  home,  and  all  CongresKes  to  de- 
sist from  treasonalile  aots  :  offering  a  free  pardon 
to  all  who  should  comply  within  fifty  days. 

Many  who  had  been  prominent  in  the  cause, 
hastened  to  take  ailvantage  of  this  proclamation. 
Those  who  had  most  property  to  lose,  were  the 
first  to  submit.  The  middle  ranks  remained  gen- 
erally steadftist  in  this  time  of  trial.' 

1  GordoD'a  But.  Am.  IVar,  ii.  p.  139. 
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The  rrtltowing  extract  of  a  leller  from  h  fielJ- 
offictT  in  New  York,  dated  December  2(1.  lo  his 
(Heiui  in  London,  gives  the  British  view  of  affairs. 
"  Tlie  rebels  coiiliiiue'  flying  befoi-e  our  army. 
Lord  CorNWHllis  took  the  fort  opposite  Brunswick, 
plunged  into  Saritan  River,  nnd  seized  the  town, 
Mr.  Washington  had  orders  from  the  Congress  to 
rally  and  defend  that  post,  but  he  sfnt  lliora  word 
he  could  not.  He  was  seen  retreating  with  two 
brigades  to  Trenton,  where  they  talk  of  resisting  ; 
but  such  a  panic  has  seized  the  rebels,  that  no 
part  of  the  Jei-seys  will  hold  them,  and  I  doubt 
whether  Philadelphia  itself  will  stop  their  career. 

The  Congress  Imve  lost  their  authority 

They  are  in  such  consternation  that  they  know 
uol  what  to  do.  The  two  Adamses  are  in  New 
England  ;  Franklin  gone  lo  France  ;  Lynch  has 
lost  his  senses  ;  Riitledge  has  gone  homo  disgusted; 
Dana  is  persecuting  at  Albany,  and  Jay's  in  the 
country  playing  as  bad  a  part ;  so  that  the  foola 
have  lost  the  aasialance  of  the  knaves.  However, 
should  they  embrace  the  indoseil  proclamation, 
thay  may  yet  escape  the  halter,  ....  Hon- 
est David  Mathew,  the  mayor.  lias  made  his  es- 
cape fmrn  them,  and  arrived  here  this  day."  ^ 

In  this  dai'k  day  of  peril  to  the  cause  nnd  to 
himself,  Washingtou  remained  lirm  and  nndaunted. 
Li  casting  about  for  some  stronghold  where  be 
might  make  a  desperate  stand  for  the  liberties  of 
his  country,  his  thoughts  reverted  to  the  moimlain 
regions  of  his  early  campaigns.  General  Mercer 
was  at  band,  who   had  shared  his  perils  among 
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these  mountains,  and  his  presi.'iiL'e  niny  have  cnn- 
Iributed  lo  bring  ihem  to  lila  miDd,  "  What 
think  70U,"  said  Wasbingtou  ;  "  if  we  should  re- 
treat to  the  bacli  parts  of  Peunsylvania,  would  the 
Pcnnsflvauiaua  support  us?  " 

'■  If  (lie  lower  counties  give  up,  the  back 
counties  will  do  the  same,"  was  the  dtscouragiiig 

"  We  roust  then  retire  to  Augusta  Counter  in 
Virginift,"  said  Waahington.  "  Numbers  will  re- 
pur  to  us  for  safety,  and  we  will  try  a  predatory 
war.  If  overpowered,  we  must  cross  the  Alle- 
ghanies." 

Such  was  the  indomitable  spirit,  rising  under 
difficulties,  and  buoyant  in  the  darkest  moment, 
that  kept  our  tempest-lost  cause  from  foundering. 


I 
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Ueat  PBekskill.  — SUncb  Adherence  or  Hsjitb  tu 
Leo  crouM  Ihe  Hu.1*.)n.  —  Wasbinglon  U  Tranton.  — Lm 
at  Ibe  BimIs  of  the  Earmy.  —  Hit  Speculuiun*  oti  Military 
-Forced  March  of  ComirBltii.— Wailiinglon 
Deliirnre.  —  Putnam  in  Command  al  Fiiiladel- 
pbia.  —  Baffling  Lelten  of  Le«.  —  Hope 
Jerseri.  —  Gates  on  the  Uarch —  Lee  Quartered  at  Baak- 
ingridge.  —  Surprised  aad  Captured.  —  Specuiatlon*  on  hla 
ConducL 

gOTWITHSTANDING  the  repeated  and 
S6itig  orders  aud  eutreatiea  of  the 
I  coumiaQder-iu'cliicf,  Lee  did  Dot  reach 
Peekskilt  iiuiil  the  30th  of  November.  In  a 
letter  of  tbat  date  lo  Washingiuu,  who  liud  com- 
plained of  hifi  delay,  he  simply  alleged  dit&Miltiea, 
which  he  wotdd  explaiu  w/ien  both  liad  Idtart, 
His  scheme  lo  entrap  Rogers,  the  ranegado,  had 
&iled ;  the  old  Indian  hauler  had  beeii  loo  muicb 
on  the  alert ;  he  boosted,  however,  to  have  ren- 
dered more  service  by  hie  delay,  than  be  would 
have  done  had  he  moved  sooner.  His  brem 
were  thereby  angmeuted,  ho  that  be  ex|iocted  to 
CBtcr  the  ienej*  with  four  thousand  firm  and 
willing  mBB,  who  would  make  a  wty  imporUmt 


"The  day  after  lu-nwrruw,"  added  he,  ~« 
■Ml  pMB  Ibe  river,  wbeu  1  should  be  ghtd  i 
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receive  your  hutnictioDB ;  bat  I  could  wish  you 
would  lunil  me  a-s  little  us  possible;  not  from  any 
opinion,  1  do  assure  you.  of  mjr  own  piuls,  but 
from  a  persuasion  that  detached  generals  cannot 
have  too  great  latitude,  unless  they  are  very  lu- 
competent  iudeoi," 

Lee  had  cuii^ulaled  upon  meeting  no  further 
difficulty  in  ohtuiiiiug  men  from  Heath.  He 
rode  to  that  general's  quarters  in  the  evening, 
and  was  invil«d  by  him  to  alight  and  lake  tea. 
On  entering  the  house,  Lee  look  Heath  aside^ 
and  alluding  to  his  former  refusal  to  supply 
[Foops  as  being  inconsistent  with  the  orders  of 
the  CO  Dimande  IV  in-chief.  "  In  point  of  law"  said 
he,  ^  you  are  right,  but  in  point  of  policy  I  think 
you  are  wrriug.  I  am  going  into  the  Jerseys  for 
the  salvation  of  America;  1  wish  to  take  with 
me  a  targt-r  forte  than  I  now  have,  and  reqaeat 
you  to  order  two  thousand  of  yoar  men  to  tnnrch 
wiU^  me." 

Heath  answered  that  he  could  not  spare  that 
number.  He  was  then  a£ke<l  lo  order  one  thoa- 
sand;  to  which  be  replied,  tbat  the  business  might 
be  as  well  brought  to  a  point  at  once  —  that  not 
a  single  man  should  march  from  the  post  by  kis 
order.  ^  Then,"  exclaimed  Lee,  "  I  will  order 
them  myself."  "  Tliat  makes  h  wide  difference," 
rejoined  Heath.  ' "  You  are  my  senior,  but  I  have 
recdved  positive  written  instructions  from  him 
who  is  superior  to  us  both,  and  t  will  not 
mystlf  break  those  orders."  In  proof  of  his 
words,  Heiith  produced  the  recent  letWr  received 
from   Washingtou.  repeating  his  former  ordera 
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timt  no  triMpii  itiiuultl  bti  mmovod  Ihnii  llinl  |iiiil. 
Lee  glancei)  ovur  Uiu  leitfir.  "Tlio  iMfiniriuuiliX'- 
in-chief  u  now  at  *  diiiUnca,  anil  iIihm  riift  brmw 
nliat  U  aaxwmrj  httn  wi  woll  *•  I  tW  \\n 
asked  a  A^  of  tlK  retuni  liortb  uf  llw  iltvblifi. 
It  waa  bmugbt  \>j  H^r  iluuiktgfau,  Um  dufnitj' 
adjataat-geMtaL  L«e  ran  hk  vfa  ovur  il,  md 
dioae  l»o  rtpntftita.  "  V<mi  wtH  onW  iIhw  Cv 
BMnli  earif  u»-namm  mf/niug  ui  ^An  aw,"  mi4 
be  lo  the  major.  Hortk  nifl^  wUb  tlwr  ftrMn 
of  adGiatT  1m>.  tmamd  to  tte  aM^ir  wtOt  m  »tr 
rf  iitarity.  *lMw»fc  M4tw  m/imv  ■wvA!" 
F I  I  •      I  hr:  Ifcm  iiij.n  fag  U«,  -«r,-  mM 

«^,^-*^ y *«w 4n*f  I ii I  lit 
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piMl,  and  that  I  have,  in  thai  capacity,  ordereil 
Prescott'K  and  Wyllis'  regimenta  lo  march." 

HeaUi'K  military  punctilio  was  AatUfied,  and  be 
Hmouttjcd  hin  rutHed  plamcs.  Early  tbe  next 
morning  the  reg^menta  moved  from  ^eir  canton- 
ments  ready  to  embark,  when  Lee  ag^  rode  tip 
Ui  his  door.  **  Upon  further  consideration,"  said 
he,  ■■  1  have  concladed  not  to  take  tile  two  reg- 
iments with  me  —  you  may  order  them  to  return 
to  [heir  former  post." 

"This  conduct  of  Geuernl  Lee,"  adds  Heath 
in  liifl  memoirs,  "appeared  not  a  little  extrnordi- 
nory,  and  one  is  almost  at  a  loss  Co  accoout  for 
it.  He  had  been  h  soldier  fi^m  his  youtli,  had  a 
{lerfect  knowledge  of  service  in  all  its  branches, 
but  wiu  rather  obstinate  in  Iiis  temper,  and  could 
scarcely  brook  being  crossed  m  anything  in  the 
lino  of  his  profession." ' 

It  was  not  until  the  4lh  of  December  that  I.ee 
crossed  the  Hudson  and  began  a  laggard  march, 
though  aware  of  the  imminent  peril  of  Washington, 
and  his  army  —  how  different  from  the  oelerity  of 
of  his  movements  in  his  expediiiou  to  the  South! 

In  the  mean  time,  Washington,  who  whs  tit 
Trenton,  had  proQted  by  a  deltiy  of  the  enemy  at 
Brunswick,  and  removed  most  of  the  stores  and 
baggage  of  the  army  across  the  Delaware;  and 
being  reinforced  by  Gf^en  hundred  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania militia,  procured  by  Mifflin,  prepared  lo 
face  about,  and  march  back  to  Princeton  with  such 
of  his  troops  as  were  lit  for  service,  there  lo  be 
it  liierally  ftnm  Gsnanil 
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governed  b;  circumstaocea,  aud  the 
iif  Geiierjtl  Lee.  Accordingly,  on  the  5tb  of  De- 
cember lje  sent  flbout  twelve  bnndred  men  in  the 
ii'h-itiice,  to  reinforce  Lord  Stirling,  and  the  next 
•!ny  set  off  himself  with  the  residue. 

"  The  geoeral  has  gone  forward  to  Princetou," 
writes  Colonel  Reed,  "  where  there  are  about  three 
ihouHand  men,  with  which,  I  fear,  he  will  not  be 
able  to  make  an;  stand."  ' 

While  on  the  inarch,  Washiugtoii  received  a 
letter  from  Greene,  who  was  at  Princeton,  inform- 
ing him  of  a  report  that  Lee  was  "  at  the  heels  of 
the  enemy."  "  I  abould  think,"  adds  Greene,  "  he 
had  better  keep  on  the  flanks  than  the  rear,  unless 
it  were  possible  to  concert  an  attack  at  the  same 
Instant  of  time  in  front  and  rear.  ....  I 
think  General  Lee  must  be  confined  within  the 
lines  of  some  general  plan,  or  else  his  operations 
will  be  iiidepeudeut  of  yonrs.  His  own  troops, 
General  St.  Clair's,  and  the  militia,  must  form  a 
respectable  army." 

Lee  had  no  idea  of  conforming  to  a  general 
plan  ;  he  had  an  independent  plan  of  his  own,  and 
was  at  that  moment  at  Pompton,  indulging  spec- 
ulations on  military  greatness,  and  the  lamentable 
want  of  it  in  his  American  contemporaries.  lu  a 
letter  from  that  place  to  Governor  Cooke  of  Rhode 
Island,  he  imparts  his  notions  on  the  subject. 
"Theory  joined  to  practice,  or  a  heaven-born  ge- 
nius, can  alone  consiilute  a  general.  As  to  the 
latter,  God  Almighty  indulges  the  modem  world 
very  nirely  with  the  spectacle ;  and  I  do  not  know, 
1  B»il  lo  [be  Prctiileot  of  Cangreu. 
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from  wbtt  I  have  seen,  that  be  haa  been  man  ^tf 
foM  of  tbi>  etbera*!  tpirit  to  tbe  Ancnaii^  tlna 


While  Lee  was  tbua  toiiering  aod  npirBlttJiig, 
Cornwallii,  knoiriDg  how  far  be  wm  in  tbe  rear, 
and  bow  weak  waa  the  aitinilion  of  Vaaloiigua'a 
Brmji.  and  being  hioiaelf  Btrangty  reinfbmd,  HMde 
a  rorwd  march  Inim  Bmtiiwidc  and  waa  witUn 
two  mile*  uf  Prinoeloo.  Stiriijig,  to  aToid  being 
•iirroouded,  imtneduiielj'  set  out  with  two  brig* 
adea  Tor  Trenton.  Washtngtun,  tAO,  feceirtng  in- 
telligence by  expresii  o(  iheae  laovemeal^,  hastened 
back  to  tbal  place,  and  caoaed  boats  to  be  col' 
le«ted  from  all  qnarten,  sod  tbe  ilores  and  troops 
transported  across  the  Delaware.  Ho  himself 
cfiKMid  with  the  rear-guard  Dn  Sundaj  morning, 
aiiil  look  up  hii  iiuarters  atwut  a  mile  from  tbe 
river;  cauijng  tbe  boats  lo  bu  destroyed,  and 
troop*  to  be  posted  opposite  t)ie  fords.  lie  waa 
oonitciotia,  however,  as  he  said,  that  with  his  small 
force  bu  could  make  no  great  opposition,  should 
the  enemy  bring  bonis  with  ihem.  Fortanalely, 
they  did  not  come  thus  provided. 

Tbe  ranr-gDard,  says  na  American  account,  bad 
barely  crossed  tbe  river,  when  Lord  Comwallis 
"  caine  nuuvhing  down  with  all  the  pomp  of 
war,  in  great  expectation  of  getting  boats,  and  im- 
mediately  pursuing."  Not  one  wus  to  be  hod 
there  or  elsewhere ;  for  Washingtoa  bud  catised 
the  boaia,  for  an  extent  of  seventy  miles  up  and 
down  tbe  river,  lo  be  secured  on  llie  right  bank. 
His  lordship  was  effectually  brought  to  a  stand. 
Ue  made  some  moves  with  two  columus,  ea  if  be 
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would  iToea  the  Delaware  abuve  anil  below,  ulllier 
iQ  pu)h  on  to  Pliilndelphia,or  to  eutnijt  Wimliiiiff- 
ton  in  llm  aciile  angle  made  by  (lie  IwikI  uI  lh« 
river  opposite  Uui  il«iilowa>  An  able  <Ii»{iu«ilinn 
of  American  troops  along  the  upper  part  of  Itui 
river,  and  of  a  uuniber  of  gallcyn  below,  diseour- 
aged  an;  attempt  of  ibti  kind.  CuruHrallb,  tti«r«- 
fore,  gave  up  iLe  pnreuit,  liMiribuled  llie  Gcrmiui 
troops  in  caniiifiment*  along  tbe  left  bank  of  itie 
river,  Htid  stationed  hix  main  Ibroi:  nl  IJriiiuwick, 
trailing  to  be  able  befiire  IcMg  to  croiw  (lie  IX^U* 
ware  «a  the  ice. 

On  the  8th,  W«eluiigloa  wrot«  to  iLe  PreM<l«ut 
at  Co^ireM :  -  Then  ii  not  a  nooenl'a  liiM  Ut 
be  k«t  in  ■wifni tiling  mtk  «  fame  w  «Mi  tw  aul- 
ketad,  M  Ibe  olyeel  U  the  UMwy  cwmmi  ww  im 
iiiJiHiin  ihe  i—lMr  dtgwe.  IndMilaMI 
be  oM  in  17  miijiLlMi],  far  it  la  wrfjr  eocyaeUa^ 
'      ~   *  «  Kear   Ywk  i*  IMt  Cm- 


"  "i.  Lae,  4Um^  I  W«e  ««« 

Id  hna  (Xipr  Hm^>.  ibMnw;  U-  kooU  faaMMi 
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■a  fiBtfcer  m  lii*  avudt  than  WMiiMwwjv,  \u  tlu 

wn»  aAiOaC  fiMir  liiuuBitu<J   wteu.      Iw  a   M(wi'  «ii(^ 
k»  bjr  lun  «M)  lilt tlL  uf  I^HM^wibor  tu  •  AWKUUil- 

lee  rf  Coa^vw,  be  wji :  ■-  iJ'  i  «<w  tw(  iMUijU 
ii<  Unuk  llie  anr)'  «rilk  (ftUMUttl  WiuibtU|tC«i>  (iw4 
beeu  cuutiidtmil)!;  KUifuruMl,  J  wUfuld  itiuuwLi- 
■te}v  Juib  liiu'  ;  but  «»  I  wu  iMautMl  Lu  Lr  utif 
Rrung.  I  aliuuld  luii^iM.'  «itr  vati  uuiuv  u  UhIV 
imimiMtud  In*  beiatui^  u]i  «ud  '  itT-"'' y  Cltiar  4<E- 
laciiMi  fMirbot-  in  lUiw  mw.  Iut  trludi  iiiu  initte  m 
gnuf]  pMi  a>  ClmWu'  —-....■>..  — ■  .-...;-i.-- 
It  if-  n  laipl"  iliaLuv  ' 
tovi..  'WuudWid)!'.'.  Mil' 
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TIji's  letter,  Bent  hj  a  light-horeemaii,  received 
Au  tuslutiC  reply  fruin  Wasbiaglou.  "  Pliilodel- 
pliiti.  bofoad  all  quaslion,  is  the  object  of  Uie 
eneiiiy'd  movemeiita,  aiid  tioiliiiig  less  than  our 
utmost  exertions  will  prevent  Geuerul  Howe 
fi'om  po^etssiug  it.  Tlie  force  I  Lave  is  wetik, 
aud  utterly  iucoin patent  lo  timt  end.  I  must, 
therefore,  entreat  you  lo  push  on  with  every  pos- 
sible Buocor  you  chu  briug."  ' 

Oa  the  9th,  Lee,  who  was  at  Clintliam,  re- 
ceived iuformutioQ  froni  Heath,  that  lliree  of  the 
regimtiuls  detached  under  Gutea  from  tbe  Nortb- 
tru  army,  Lad  arrived  from  Albany  at  PeekskilL 
He  instantly  nritea  to  hiui  to  lurward  tljem,  with- 
out loss  of  time,  lo  Murristowo  :  "  I  am  in  hopes," 
adds  be,  "  lo  reconquer  (if  I  may  bo  express 
myself)  the  Jerseys.  It  was  really  in  the  bauds 
of  the  enemy  before  my  arrival." 

On  the  lllh,  Lee  writes  to  Washington  from 
Morristotvn,  where  he  saya  bis  tixM)ps  had  been 
obliged  to  halt  two  days  for  want  of  sboea.  He 
now  talked  of  crossing  the  great  Brunswick  post- 
road,  and,  by  a  forced  night's  ninreb,  making  his 
ivay  to  the  furry  above  Burlington,  where  boats 
should  be  sent  up  from  Philadelphia  lo  receive 
him. 

"  I  am  much  surprised,"  writes  Washington  in 
reply,  "  tlial  you  should  be  iu  ouy  dotibt  respect- 
ing the  route  you  should  lake,  after  the  informa- 
lioo  you  have  received  upon  lliat  head.  A  Urge 
number  of  boats  was  procured,  and  is  still  re- 
taitied  ai  Tinicum,  under  a  strong  guard,  to  fucil- 

>  Am.  ArdimM,  5Ui  Serivi,  iii.  1138. 
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1  Ijovt; 


itate  your  pasaiige  across  the  Delaware. 

BO  frequently  meiiltoned    our  situnlioii,  and    llie 

necBBsity  of  your  aid,  that  it  b  poiuful  for  me  1o 

add  a    word  oit  the  subject Cuii- 

gresa  have  directed  Philudelplita  to  be  defended 
to  the  last  extremity.  The  fktal  consequences 
that  must  attend  its  loas,  are  but  too  obvious  to 
every  one ;    your  arrival  may  be  ihe  menus  of 

In  detailing  the  close  of  Geiieml  Lee's  march, 
so  extraordinary  for  iLs  lardinesa,  we  shall  avail 
ourselves  of  the  memoir  already  cited,  of  Genetal 
Wilkinson,  who  was  at  that  time  a  brigade  major, 
about  tweiity-two  years  of  age,  and  -whs  accoiii- 
paaying  General  Gales,  who  had  been  detached  by 
Schuyler  with  seven  regiments  to  reinforce  Waali- 
iugtou.  Three  of  these  regiments,  as  we  have 
showu,  bad  descended  the  Hudson  to  Peekskiti, 
and  were  ordered  by  Lee  to  Morrislown.  Gates 
had  embarked  with  Ihe  remaining  four,  and  lauded 
with  ihem  at  Esopus,  whence  he  look  a  back 
route  by  the  Delaware  and  the  Minisink. 

On  Ihe  llih  of  December,  he  was  detained  by 
a  heavy  snow  storm,  in  a  sequestered  valley  near 
the  Wallpeck  in  New  Jersey.  Being  cut  off 
from  all  information  respecting  the  adverse  armies, 
he  detached  Major  Wilkinson  lo  seek  Wasliing- 
ton's  canip,  with  a  letter,  slating  Ihe  force  under  his 
command,  and  inquiring  what  route  be  should  take. 
Wilkinson  crossed  the  hills  on  horseback  to  Sus- 
sex couri-houso,  took  a  guide,  and  proceeded  down 
the  country.  Washhigton,  be  soon  leanit,  had 
passed  the  Delaware  several   days    before ;    ibe 


nOv  4b(^  TWr  fe  bA  Gnenl  Sdnv 
with  dn  mofiT  «ka*  to  iMk  af  Ui  ii^hii 
ifcuw  wihi  iif  n  ■  iiMiB.  ■!  r«itit.iiilj  A» 
lk«*  m*  not  a  BritMh  c 
Mle^  he  took  but  m  imI  gMtJ  far  I 


■nifcd  at  Ui  <|aaflcn.     Be  wh  tiiiJW.MH<  N 
geneni  m  ha  l^n  bed,  aid  tfelmrad  iaU  lii 
haada  ttm  latier  of  G«««d  Galea.    T 


takerapoae.  Tbe  lau«r  laj  dowa  on  hi*  Uaalnl. 
bvEbre  a  ooatfortaUe  fire,  anot^  the  a&xaeHaa 
aaite  i "  for  we  weie  not  enenalxied  in  ihoae  dajt," 
■B^tt  he,  "  wiib  beds  or  faagpige.'* 

Lee,  nataralty  iudoleai,  lingered  in  bed  until 
eight  o'clock.  He  [hen  came  doiro  in  iaa  naoal 
tkmvily  Btf  le,  halMreMcd,  in  Blippcra  and  blanket 
CMt,  lit*  collar  open,  ami  liii  Uneu  appaieudy  of 
•onw  ilayi*  wear.  After  some  inqairies  about  ibe 
campaiga  in  the  KorUi,  be  gare  Wilkiaeon  a  biief 
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BCeount  of  the  operalions  of  llie  ninin  army,  nliidi 
lie  couUeniiied  in  strong  terms,  and  iu  his  ii-tnil 
sarcastic  way.  He  wasted  the  morning  in  niter- 
cation  with  same  of  the  militia,  particularly  the 
Connecticut  light  horse  ;  "  several  of  whom,"  says 
Wilkinson,  "  appeared  in  large,  fuil-butioi.ed  pe- 
rukes, and  were  treated  very  irreverenlly.  One 
wonted  forage,  another  hja  horse  shwl,  auollier  bis 
pay,  a  fourth  provisions,  etc.;  to  which  the  geTieral  • 
replied,  '  Your  wants  are  numerous ;  but  you 
have  not  mentioned  the  last,  —  you  wimt  to  go 
home,  aud  shall  be  indulged;  fur  d — you,  you 
do  no  good  here.'" 

Colonel  Scammel,  the  adjutant-general,  railed 
from  General  Sullivan  for  orders  concerning  the 
morning  march.  After  musing  n  moment  nr  two. 
Lee  asked  him  if  he  had  a  manuscript  majj  of  the 
country.  It  was  produced,  and  api'end  upoi)  a 
table.  Wilkinson  observed  Lee  trace  with  his 
finger  the  route  from  Vcaltown  to  I'lnckiimin, 
thence  to  Somerset  court-house,  and  on,  by  Rocky 
Hill,  to  Princeton ;  he  then  returned  to  Plucka- 
min,  aud  traced  the  route  in  the  same  mntincr  by 
Boundbrook  to  Brunswick,  and  nfter  a  cloBe  in- 
spection carelessly  said  to  Scammel,  "  Tell  (Ji-n- 
erol  Sullivan  to  move  down  towards  Flnckamin  ; 
that  I  will  soon  be  with  him." 

This,  observes  Wilkinson,  was  off  his  route  lo 
Alexandria  on  the  Delaware,  where  lie  hail  been 
ordered  lo  cross,  and  directly  on  that  rowan1« 
Brunswick  and  Princeton.  He  wa»  cotiviiiciid, 
therefore,  that  Lee  meditated  an  aitnck  on  tliu 
British  post  at  the  latter  place. 
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chilletl  by  llic  air  of  a  Trosty  moniiDg,  \\t,\\  slncked 
llieir  arms,  and  repaired  (o  the  soulh  side  of  a 
house  on  the  opposite  side  of  [he  road  lo  sun 
themselves,  and  were  now  chased  by  the  dragoons 
in  ditTerent  directions.  In  lacl,  a  tory,  wiio  had 
visited  the  general  ihc  evening  before,  lo  com- 
plain of  the  loss  of  a  hoi-se  taken  by  liie  army, 
having  found  where  Lee  was  lo  lodge  and  break- 
fast, had  ridden  eighteen  miles  in  the  night,  to 
BritDswick,  and  given  the  information,  and  had 
plloied  back  Colonel  Hnrcourt  willi  his  dragoons.' 
The  women  of  the  house  would  fain  have  con- 
eealed  Lee  in  a  bed,  but  he  rejected  tlie  proposi- 
tion with  disdain.  Wilkinson,  according  to  his 
own  account,  posted  himself  in  a  place  where 
only  one  person  could  approach  at  a  time,  and 
there  took  his  aland,  a  pistol  in  each  hand,  re- 
solved lo  shoot  the  first  and  second  assailanl,  and 
then  appeal  to  his  sword.  While  in  this  "un- 
pleasant situation,"  as  he  terms  it,  he  heard  a 
voice  declare,  "  If  the  general  does  not  surrender 
in  five  minutes,  I  will  set  fire  to  the  house!" 
After  a  short  pause  ihe  threat  was  repeated,  with 
a  solemn  oath.  Within  two  minutes  be  heard  it 
proclaimed,  "  Here  b  the  general,  he  has  surren- 

There  was  a  shout  of  iriumph.  but  a  great 
harry  to  tnake  snre  of  the  prize  before  the  army 
should  arrive  to  Uie  rescue.  A  trumpet  rnunded 
the  recall  lo  the  dragoon^  who  were  duiMtig  the 
scattered  ^oards.     The  general,  bareheadad,  and 
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iu  hie  slippers  and  blanket  cont.  nos  mouiiteil  on 
^Vilkiiiaoa's  horae,  whioli  stood  at  the  door,  utd 
the  troop  clattered  oif  with  their  prisuDer  lo 
BniDsn-iflc.  In  three  houra  the  booming  of  the 
cwittoii  in  tlial  direction  tuld  the  exultatioa  of 
the  eiiemj.*  They  boasted  of  hariug  laken  tbe 
Americao  Piilladiuiti ;  for  they  coDsidered  Lee 
the  most  scieutific  and  experienced  of  the  rebel 
generaU. 

Od  the  departure  of  the  troope,  WitkiiwoD, 
fioding  the  const  clear,  veDlured  from  hi^  fitroDg- 
hold,  rep&ired  to  the  stable,  mouuted  the  first 
horse  he  could  find,  and  rode  full  Epeed  in  quest 
of  General  Sullivan,  whom  he  tbund  uuder  march 
lonmni  Pluckaniiii.  He  handed  him  the  letter 
to  Gates,  written  bj  Lee  the  niomeut  before  bis 
Cftpture,  and  still  open.  Sullivau  huring  read  it, 
returned  it  to  Wilkiosoo,  and  advised  bim  to  re- 
jinii  General  Gates  without  delay :  for  his  own 
part,  being  now  in  command,  be  changed  his 
route,  and  pressed  forward  to  join  llie  coroman- 
der-in-chiet 

The  loss  of  Lee  was  a  severe  shock  to  the 
Americans ;  many  of  whom,  as  we  have  shown, 
looked  to  him  as  the  man  who  was  to  rescue 
them  from  their  crittcal  and  well-nigh  desperate 
situation.  With  their  regrets,  however,  were 
mingled  painful  doubts,  cau^  bj  bid  delay  in 
obeying  the  repeated  snramona  of  Ids  coiumander- 
in-chief,  when  tbe  latter  wns  in  peril ;  and  by  his 
exposing    himself   so    unguardedly  in   the  Tcry 

I  Jowpb  TnimbuU  to  Grmntot  Tmiabull.  —  ^m.  Art^htt, 
Mt  Seritii,  iii.  use. 
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neighborhood  of  the  enemy.  Some  at  first  bus* 
pectiiil  that  be  had  done  so  designedly,  and  with 
collusion  ;  but  this  was  soon  disaproved  by  the 
iudignities  stteiidiug  bis  capture,  and  Urn  rigor- 
ous treniinent  subsequently  by  the  British ;  who 
affected  to  cxitisider  him  a  deserter,  from  Ids  hav- 
ing  formeriy  served  iu  their  army. 

Wilkinauu,  who  was  at  that  time  conversant 
with  the  cabnia  of  the  ciimp,  and  apparently  iu 
ibe  confidence  of  some  of  the  leaders,  poiuis  out 
what  be  considers  the  true  secret  of  Lee's  con- 
duct- His  military  reputation,  originally  very 
high,  had  been  enhanced  of  late,  by  its  being 
generiilly  known  that  he  had  been  opposed  to 
the  occupation  of  Fort  Washington  ;  while  the 
fall  of  that  fortress  and  other  misfortunes  of  the 
campaign,  though  beyond  the  coutrol  of  the  com- 
mander-in-chief, had  quickened  the  discontent 
which,  according  to  Wilkinson,  bad  been  gener- 
ated against  him  at  Cambridge,  and  raised  a 
party  against  him  in  Congress.  "It'  was  con- 
fidently asserted  at  (lie  time,"  adds  lie,  •■  but  is 
not  worthy  of  credit,  that  a  moiion  bad  been 
made  in  that  body  tending  to  supersede  him  in 
the  command  of  the  army.  In  lliis  temper  of 
the  times,  if  General  Lee  had  anticipated  Gen- 
eral Wasbiiiglou  in  cutting  the  cordon  of  the 
enemy  between  New  York  and  the  Delaware, 
tlie  commaLder-in-cbief  would  probably  have  been 
superseded.  In  this  case,  Lee  would  have  suc- 
ceeded him." 

What  an  unfortunate  change  would  it  have 
been  for  tlie  country !     Lee  was  uudoubtedly  a 
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mwi  oT  brilliant  Uli;nU,  Bhreird  ugacit/,  and 
raucb  knnwlcilge  and  esperienue  in  ibe  art  of 
war  i  IiDt  lie  was  wiliful  and  uncertain  in  his 
leroper,  wtr-iiHliilgont  in  bis  habila,  and  an  t^Diec 
in  warfare :  boldly  dashing  for  a  aoIdier*B  glory 
rather  than  warily  acting  for  a  connirjr's  good. 
Ho  wanted  tlioM  gn-al  moral  <)nnlitiM  which, 
in  addition  to  military  capacity,  inspired  such 
nnivcntal  oondilcDCP  in  the  wisdom,  rectitti'Ie,  and 
patriutiiin)  of  Wiuhtngton,  enabling  him  to  di- 
m.-t  and  miitrtil  legislative  bodies  aa  well  aa 
armieai  to  barmonlzc  the  jarring  passions  and 
jealoDsiea  of  a  wide  and  imperfect  confederate, 
and  to  cofie  with  ihe  varied  exigencies  of  the 
Ituvnliitiun. 

The  very  rulrmt  whieh  Washington  had  Just 
bflecled  lliniugh  (he  .luraeys  bore  evidence  to  his 
gcooralsliip.  Tliomas  Payne,  who  had  accom- 
panied the  army  "  from  Fort  Lee  to  the  edge 
of  I'onnsylviuiin,"  thus  spcaka  in  one  of  his 
wrillngK  published  nl  the  time :  "  With  a  hand- 
ful of  infln  we  suslahied  an  orderly  retreat  for 
near  an  hiinilred  miles,  brought  otf  oar  ammuni- 
tion, nil  niir  ficM-pioces,  the  greatest  part  of 
nnr  stores,  and  hod  four  rivers  lo  pass.  None 
ojin  day  Iliul  our  rotrenl  was  precipitate,  for  we 
wure  three  wueks  in  performing  it,  that  the  coun- 
try  might  have  time  to  cotno  in.  Twice  we 
mnrchod  bnck  to  meet  the  enemy,  and  remained 
-  nnt  until  dork.  Tiie  sign  of  fear  was  not  seen 
in  our  cuiup;  and  had  not  some  of  the  cow- 
ardly anil  disaflecled  inhabitants  spread  false 
alarms  through  the  country,  the  Jerseys  had 
never  Iteen   ravagL-d." 
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Aud  ibis  is  his  testimony  to  the  moral  quali- 
ties of  the  commaadcr-^a-ctiiei^  as  eriacoil  in  thi^ 
time  of  perils  nnd  hanhliipa.  "  Volluire  has  re- 
marked, that  EiDg  William  never  appeared  to 
full  ndvaiitage  but  in  difficulties  and  in  action. 
The  same  remark  maj  be  made  of  General  Wash- 
ington, for  the  character  fits  him.  There  ia  s 
natural  firmness  in  some  minds,  whieh  catitiot  be 
unlucked  by  tritles  ;  but  which,  wheu  unlocked, 
discovers  a  cabinet  of  fortitude;  and  I  reckon  it 
among  those  kinds  of  public  blessings  which  we 
do  not  immediately  see,  that  God  hatli  bliisstid  him 
with  uninlerrupted  health,  and  given  him  a  mind 
that  can  even  flourish  upon  care." ' 
1  Aitvrican  Crisit,  No- 1. 
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Gala  declines  to  take  ■  Part  —  Hie  CommeiitB  on  Waih- 
ington'i  Planii.  —  Prepnntions  for  the  O/i^  dc  Main. — 
Cnmiiig  of  the  Delaware.  —  Attack  on  the  Enemj'e  Foieb* 
at  TKnloti.  -  DeMh  of  Rahl.  -  "      " 


DP^n^^ORE  you  receive  thia  letter,"  writes 
K  K^^  WnsbiiigtoQ  to  bis  brotber  Augaatioe, 
ElSa  "  y°^  ^'"1  undoubtedly  have  heard  of 
the  captivity  of  General  Lee.  This  is  an  addi- 
tional iniinrorlune ;  huU  the  more  vexulious,  as  it 
was  by  bis  own  folly  and  impradeace,  and  without 
&  view  to  effect  a,ay  good,  that  he  was  t^iken.  As 
he  tvent  to  lodge  three  miles  out  of  his  own  camp, 
and  within  twenty  miles  of  the  enemy,  a  ra.<<cally 
lory  rode  in  the  night  to  give  notice  of  it  to  the 
enemy,  who  sent  a  party  of  light  horse  that  scizeil 
him,  and  ciirried  bim  off  with  every  mark  of 
triumph  and  indignity." 

This  is  tbu  severest  comment  that  the  mag- 
nanimous spirit  of  Washington  permitted  him  to 
jnake  on  the  conduct  and  fortunes  of  the  man 
who  would  have  supplanred  him ;  and  thb  is 
made    in    his    private    correspondence    with    his 
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brother.  No  harsli  strictures  on  them  nppeiir  in 
his  official  letters  to  Congress  or  the  Board  of 
War ;  nothing  htit  regret  for  his  capture,  as  a 


o  the  SI 


it  si  mined 
:xpedition, 


lu  the  same  lelfer  he  speal^  of  ll 
ptRie  of  affiiirs:  "If  every  nerve  is  nc 
to  recruit  the  army  with  nil  possible  ( 
I  think  the  g»nie  is  pretty  nearly  up.  .  .  ■ 
You  can  form  no  idea  of  the  perplexity  of  my 
situation.  No  m:in  I  believe  ever  had  a  greater 
choice  of  evils  and  less  meatia  (o  extricate  him- 
self from  them.  However,  under  n  full  persua- 
sion of  the  justice  of  our  cause,  I  cannot  enter- 
tain an  idea  that  it  will  finally  sink,  though  it 
may  remain  for  some  time  under  a  cloud." 

Fortunately,  Congress,  prior  to  their  ailjourn- 
ment,  bad  resolved  that  ■'until  they  should  other- 
wise order,  General  Washington  should  be  pos- 
sessed of  all  power  to  order  and  direct  all  things 
i-elative  to  the  department  and  to  the  operations 
of  war."  TIlus  empowered,  be  proceeded  imme- 
diately to  recruit  three  battalions  of  artillery. 
To  those  whose  terms  were  expiring,  he  promised 
HD  augmentation  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  upon 
their  pay,  and  a  bounty  of  ten  dollars  to  the  men 
for  six  weeks'  service.  "  It  was  no  time,"  he 
said,  "  to  stand  upon  expense )  nor  in  matters  of 
self-evident  exigency,  to  refer  to  Congress  at  the 
distance  of  a  hundred  and  thirty  or  forty  miles." 
"  If  any  good  officers  will  offitr  to  raise  men  upon 
coutinentiil  pay  and  cslahlishmeut  in  this  quarter, 
I  shall  encournge  them  to  do  so,  and  regiment 
ihem  when  they  have  done  it;    It  may  be  thought 
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I  of  I  lie  line  of 


that  I  am  going  a  good  deiil  i 

my  duty,  to  adopt  tbese  i 

thus  freely.     A  cbanicter  lo  lose,  an  estate  to 

forfeit,    the    inestimable    blessings    of  liberty    nt 

stake,  aud  a  life  devoted,  must  be  my  excuse."  ^ 

The  promise  of  increased  pay  aud  bounties 
had  kept  together  for  a  time  the  di»solTin»  iirmy. 
The  local  militia  begaa  to  turn  unt  freely.  Col- 
ooel  John  Cadwalnder,  a  geutlemau  of  gaiki^ 
bpirit,  and  culltTBled  mind  and  manners,  brought 
a  large  Tolunteer  detachment,  well  equipped, 
and  composed  principally  of  Philndelphia  troops. 
Washington,  who  held  Cadn-alader  in  high  esteem, 
UBBigned  him  bu  important  station  at  Bristol,  with 
Colonel  ECeed,  who  was  his  intimate  friend,  ns  ail 
associate.  They  bad  it  in  cbarge  to  keep  a  watch- 
ful eye  upon  Couut  Donop's  Ilettsians,  who  were 
cantoned  along  the  opposite  shore  from  Bordeu- 
towa  to  the  Black  Horse. 

On  the  20ih  of  December  arrived  General 
Sullivan  in  camp,  with  the  troops  recently  com- 
nianded  by  the  unlucky  Lee.  They  were  in  a 
miserable  plight;  destitute  of  almost  everything; 
roanj  of  them  fit  only  for  the  hospital,  aud  those 
wbose  terms  were  nearly  out,  thinking  of  nothing 
but  their  discharge.  About  four  hundred  of 
them,  who  were  Rhode  Islandei-s,  were  sent  down 
under  Colonel  Hitclicock  to  reinibrce  Cftdwaladcr; 
who  was  now  styled  brigadier-general  by  courtesy, 
lest  tliti  continental  troops  might  object  to  act 
under  his  command, 

On  the  same  day  arrived  General  Gates,  with 
1  Letter  [0  [he  Fretidcnt  of  Cnngreaa. 
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the  remoantB  of  Tour  regimeuta  from  the  Northern 
srmj.  Wilh  him  came  Wilkinnjn,  who  dotc  re- 
sumed bia  station  aa  brigade  major  in  St  Clair's 
brigade,  to  which  he  belonged.  To  his  memoirs 
we  are  indebted  for  uolices  of  the  commander- 
in-chief.  "  Whea  the  divisions  of  SullivaD  and 
Gates  joined  Gieneral  "Wushiugton,"  writes  Wil- 
kinson, "  he  found  his  numbers  increttsed,  jret  his 
difiiculiies  were  not  sensibly  diminished ;  ten  dajs 
would  disband  his  i»rps  and  leave  him  1,400 
tuea,  miserably  provided  in  all  things.  1  saw  him 
m  that  gloomy  period ;  dined  will)  him,  and  at- 
tentively marked  his  aspect ;  always  grave  and 
thoughtful,  he  appeared  at  Ibat  time  pensive  and 
solemn  iu  the  eKireme." 

There  were  vivid  schemes  forming  under  that 
solemn  aspect.  The  time  seemed  [jow  propitious 
for  the  coup  de  main  which  Washington  had  of 
late  been  meditating.  Everything  showed  care- 
less confidence  oa  the  part  of  the  enemy.  Howe 
was  in  winter  quarters  at  New  York.  His  troops 
were  loosely  cantoned  about  ibe  Jerseys,  from  the 
Delaware  to  Brunswick,  so  that  they  could  not 
readily  he  bronght  to  act  iu  concert  on  a  sudden 
alarm.  The  Hessians  were  in  the  advance,  sta- 
tioned along  the  Delaware,  facing  the  American 
lines,  which  were  along  the  west  bank.  Com- 
wallis,  thinking  his  work  accomplished,  had  ob- 
tained leave  of  absence,  and  was  likewise  at  New 
York,  preparing  to  embark  for  England.  Wash- 
ington had  now  between  live  and  six  thousand 
men  fit  for  service ;  with  these  he  meditated  to 
cross  the  river  at  night,  at  ditlerent  points,  and 
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CMliu  vein,  nnil  nvidtiiill;  with  eome  <le(^e  uf 
prejudit-e.  Aouortliiig  to  his  noctunt,  tliero  wns 
mare  biistlo  thnu  busiiiesi  nt  tho  post.  Tito  men 
wero  hnroBMd  with  WBtchea,  iJulachmontii,  ntit] 
picket!,  witiinut  piirpotw  mid  wilbuut  tinil.  Tliu 
oanilou  must  be  dviiwn  forih  every  dny  jVom  ihoJr 
proper  places,  iind  puradod  nboiit  tlia  town,  seem- 
ingly only  to  make  n  ttii'  Riid  uproar. 

Tho  liviitiniHitt  WHH  eKputriiilly  iinnuyud  by  tlia 
coloiiurii  priwiun  for  mitiie.  Wlit'ilier  his  meu 
when  cilf  duly  were  wuU  ur  ill  olud,  whether  they 
kept  their  muskets  cleiiii  niid  bright)  and  their 
Hmtnuiiition  in  good  order,  was  or  little  momtiiC 
to  the  coloiiul,  he  never  iiiquiroil  Hhoiit  it;  but 
the  music !  thnt  wiu  the  thing  I  the  huullrays  — 
he  never  could  liiivu  eiiou;;h  uf  ilium.  The  mnin 
guurd  WHS  at  nu  great  diHttmce  frum  his  t|iiArterH, 
and  the  music  could  not  lin{;er  [hero  long  enough. 
There  was  u  church  close  by,  surrouniled  by  pid- 
iiigs ;  the  niHcer  on  gimnl  iniist  mnrch  rouud  uud 
round  it,  with  bin  iiien  iiiid  immiciiius,  looking, 
tuys  the  tleutuimtit,  like  u  Cnihulic  prnceasiou, 
wauling  only  the  cvon*  and  the  banner,  and  chant- 
ing choristers. 

According  to  the  same  niilhority,  Itahl  was  a 
boon  companion  i  niaile  merry  until  a  late  luiur  in 
the  night,  and  then  lay  in  lied  until  nine  o'clock 
in  the  morning.  Wbcn  the  otDcers  came  to  pa- 
rade between  ten  and  eleven  o'clock,  and  pre- 
sented tlicnwolves  at  hcad-quarleri',  he  was  often 
in  his  liath,  anil  the  gnard  nmsl  be  kepi  waiting 
half  on  hour  lunger.  On  panule,  luo,  when  any 
iitlier  oommaoder  would  lake  occasion  to  talk  with 
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iDCoiisi derate  and  light-hearted  comtnaiuler ;  given, 
however,  by  an  officer  not  of  his  regimcDt.  Tbe 
honest  corporal  already  mentioned,  who  was  one 
of  Rahl'H  own  men,  does  bim  more  justice.  Ac- 
cording to  his  journal,  rumors  tbnt  the  Americnns 
meditated  an  attoclc  had  aroustd  the  vigilance  of 
tlie  colonel,  nnd  on  the  2lBt  of  December  be  bad 
reoontioilered  the  banks  of  the  Delaware,  with  a 
strong  detachment,  quite  to  Frankfort,  to  see  if 
there  were  any  movements  of  tbe  Americans  in- 
dicative of  an  intetilioD  lo  cross  the  river.  He 
had  relumed  without  seeing  any;  but  had  since 
cansed  pickets  and  alarm  posts  to  be  stationed 
every  nigbt  outside  the  town.' 

Such  was  the  posture  of  alfuirs  at  Treulou  at 
tbe  time  tbe  coup  de  main  was  meditated. 

Whatever  wns  to  be  done,  however,  must  be 
done  quickly,  before  ibe  river  was  frozen.  An 
intercepted  letter  had  convinced  Washington  of 
what  he  had  before  suspected,  that  Howe  was 
only  waiting  lor  that  event  to  resume  active  op- 
erations, cross  the  river  on  the  ice,  nud  push  tri- 
umphantly to  Philadelphia. 

He  ciimmuaiciited  his  project  to  Gates,  and 
wished  liim  to  go  to  Bristol,  take  command  there, 
and  cooperate  from  that  quarter.  Gates,  however, 
pleaded  ill  beallh,  nud  requested  leave  to  proceed 
to  Philadelphia. 

The  request  may  have  surprised  Washington, 

considering  the  spirited  enterprise   ibat  was  on 

foot ;  but  Gates,  hs  has  before  been  observed,  biid 

a  disincbnation  to  serve  immedijiluly  under  tbe 

>  Tsgsbnch  lies  Corporal*  Johaiiuei  Reulwr.  —  M3. 
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at  ihe  Delaware,  Gieoeral  Wasliingtoa  ougbt  to 
retire  la  tbe  south  of  the  .Susquehanna,  and  there 
Ibnn  au  army.  He  laid  it  was  hii  intention  lo 
propote  thii  meatare  to  Oongreu  at  Bailijnore, 
und  ur(^  (no  lo  accompany  hlni  Ui  that  pUce  ; 
but  my  duty  forbade  the  thought." 

Here  we  have  somewhat  of  a  counterpart  lo 
Jjofii  project  of  eclipaing  the  commHnder-in'i^bief. 
Evidently  tbe  two  mililfiry  veterans  who  had  onca 
bc«n  in  conclave  with  bini  at  Mouul  Vernon  con- 
sidcreil  the  truncheon  of  command  falling  from 
\ai  gnLip. 

The  projected  attack  upon  tbe  Uesaiau  posts 
was  to  he  tlireefold. 

Ist.  Washington  was  lo  cross  the  Delaware 
with  a  considerable  force,  at  McEoukey'a  Ferry 
(bow  Taylorsville),  about  nine  miles  above  Tren- 
ton, and  march  down  upon  that  piuce,  wliere 
Rahl'a  cantonment  comprued  a  brigade  of  fifteen 
hundred  Hessians,  a  troop  of  British  light  horse, 
and  a  number  of  chasseure. 

2d.  General  Ewing,  willi  a  body  of  Penusyl- 
«ania  militia,  was  to  cross  at  a  ferry  about  a  mile 
below  Treutou  ;  secure  the  bridge  over  the  Assun* 
pink  creek,  a  stream  flowing  along  the  south  side 
uf  tlie  town,  and  cut  off  any  retreat  of  the  enemy 
in  that  direcliou. 

3d.  General  Piitnum,  with  Ihe  troops  occu- 
pied in  fortifyiug  I'liilHdelphia,  and  those  uiider 
General  Cudwalader,  was  to  cross  below  Burling- 
ton, and  attack  thu  lower  posts  under  Couut  Do- 
nop.  Tbe  several  divisions  were  to  cross  the 
Delaware  nt  iiJghl,  so  as  to  be  ready  for  sinmltii* 
neoua  oclion,  by  five  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
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It  haa  been  said  riiat  CliridliiiHa  uight  traa  GKe<l 
D|Nin  for  tliB  enleriirise,  becauie  the  G«rnuuis  are 
prone  lo  revel  and  caronse  on  that  feslival,  and 
it  was  euppofled  a  great  part  of  tlie  traup»  would 
tie  intoxicated,  and  in  a  state  of  disorder  and  coii- 
fiuion;  but  in  truth  Wasliington  wottld  h&ve 
phoni'ii  ail  Earlier  day,  had  it  been  in  Iiib  power. 
*'  We  could  tKit  ripen  mutters  for  the  attack  before 
the  time  mcitlioaed,"  said  he  iu  his  letter  to  Reed, 
"  BO  much  out  of  sorts,  and  so  much  in  want  of 
everythirig  are  the  Ircmps  under  Sullivan." 

Early  on  the  eventful  evening  (Dec  25th),  the 
troops  destined  for  Washington's  part  of  the  attuck, 
about  two  ihonnand  four  hundred  strong,  with  »' 
train  of  twenty  small  pieces,  were  paraded  near 
McKonke/s  Ferry,  ready  to  pass  aa  soon  as  it 
grew  dark,  in  the  hope  of  being  all  on  the  other 
side  by  twelve  o'clock.  Wn-ihinglun  repaired  to 
the  ground  accompanied  by  Generals  Greene, 
ISuUivnn,  Mercer,  Stephen,  and  Lord  Stirling. 
Greene  was  full  of  ardor  for  the  enterprise  ;  eager, 
no  doubt,  to  wipe  out  the  recollection  of  Fort 
Washington.  It  was,  indeed,  an  anxious  moment 
for  all. 

We  have  here  some  circumstances  furnished  to 
us  by  the  memoirs  of  Wilkinson.  That  officer  had 
returned  from  Philudelphia,  and  brought  a  letter 
fium  Galuo  to  Washington.  There  was  some 
snow  on  the  ground,  and  he  had  traced  the  march 
□f  the  troops  for  the  hist  few  miles  by  the  blood 
from  the  feet  of  those  whose  shoes  were  broken. 
Being  directed  to  Washington's  quarters,  he  found 
him,  he  soy^,  alone,  with  his  whip  in  his  hand, 
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prepared  to  mount  hiei  horst:.  "  When  I  preseuled 
tbe  leti«r  of  General  Giilus  to  bim,  bElunt  m- 
Oeidng  it,  he  exclnimed  with  solemntly, —  '  What 
a  time  is  this  to  hand  me  letters!'  I  answered 
thai  I  bad  been  charged  with  it  by  General 
Gates.  '  By  General  Gates  I  Wliere  is  be  ? '  'I 
lefl  him  this  morning  in  Philadelphia.'  '  Wluit 
was  ho  doing  there  ? '  "I  understood  bim  that  be 
was  on  his  way  to  Congress.'  He  earnestly  re- 
pented, 'On  his  way  to  Congress!'  then  broke 
the  seal,  and  I  made  my  bow,  and  joined  Geueral 
St.  Clair  on  the  bank  of  the  river." 

Did  Washington  surmise  the  incipient  in- 
trigues and  cabals,  that  were  already  aiming  to 
undermine  him  P  Had  Gates*  eagerneas  to  push 
on  to  Congress,  instead  of  remaining  with  (he 
array  in  a  moment  of  daring  enterprise,  sug- 
gested any  doubts  as  to  his  object?  Perhaps  not. 
Wasbington's  nature  was  too  nohle  to  be  suspi- 
cious, and  yet  lie  bad  received  sufiicieui  cause  to 
be  distrustful. 

Boats  being  in  raadiness,  the  troops  began  to 
cross  obout  sunset.  The  weather  was  intensely 
cold  ;  llie  wind  was  liigb,  the  current  strong,  tliu 
river  full  of  Hunting  ice.  Colonel  Glover,  with 
his  amphibious  regiment  of  Mai'blebeiid  fishermi'n, 
was  in  advance ;  the  same  who  had  navigated 
the  army  across  the  Sound,  in  its  retreat  from 
Brooklyn  on  Long  Island,  to  New  York,  They 
were  men  accustomed  to  haiile  with  the  elements, 
yel  with  all  ibeir  skill  and  experience,  the  cross- 
ing was  difficult  and  perilous.  Washitiglon,  who 
liud  crossed  witli  the  troops,  stood  anxiously,  yet 
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gnnrclit,  and  pnsli  directly  iotu  the  town  before  tlie 
enemj  had  time  lo  roriti. 

The  Hessiao  juurnuls  before  us  euable  us  to  give 
the  reader  a  glance  into  the  opposite  ctunp  oti  this 
eveiilful  night.  The  eituaiion  of  Washingtun  wb« 
more  critical  than  be  was  aware.  Notwilhsland- 
iug  the  secrecy  with  which  hia  plans  had  been 
conducted,  Colonel  Rnlil  hnd  received  a  wsrniiig 
from  General  Graiil,  at  Princelun,  of  the  intended 
attack,  and  of  the  very  time  it  was  to  be  tnude, 
but  stating  that  it  was  to  be  by  a  delncbment 
under  Lord  Stilling.  Rabl  was  accordingly  on 
the  ab-n. 

It  so  huppened  thai  about  duak  of  this  very 
evening,  when  Washington  must  have  been  pre- 
paruig  to  cross  the  Delawni'e,  there  were  alarm 
(pins  and  firing  at  the  Trentoa  outpost.  The  whole 
garriiion  wms  instiintly  drawn  out  under  arms, 
luid  Colonel  Rahl  hastened  lo  the  outpost.  It 
was  found  in  confusion,  and  six  men  wounded.  A 
body  of  men  had  emetwed  from  the  woods,  fired 
upon  the  picket,  and  immediately  retired.'  Col- 
onel Balil,  with  two  companies  and  a  field-piece, 
marched  through  the  woods,  and  made  the  rounds 
of  the  outposts,  but  seeing  and  hearing  nothiug, 
and  finding  all  quiet,  returned.     Supposing  ibis 

1  Who  il.  wsH  Ibal  uiBile  (hia  stlst^k  apon  Om  outpntl  Is  not 
L-learly  ucertuned.  The  Henilin  llfDtoDintwbo  vommaodMl 
«l  Thfl  picket.  iirB  it  wu  i  palrot  lent  out  by  Wiehrngtou, 
under  command  of*  upl^n,  lo  reconnoittr,  wilh  ilrict  anlvrs 
not  tu  eneiige,  but  if  dlacovered,  tu  ntire  io^Mntlr  u  ntsnll? 
ut  poniiilila.  CdIodbI  Reed,  in  a  laemonniluni,  uri,  it  wM  ui 
■ilvuica  jwrty  retncning  ftoai  tbs  .IcmcjB  In  PBUnaylTaoil. 
—  Stt  Lift  ninl  Ctrrrap.  vol.  i.  p.  3TT. 
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to  be  Uiealtnvk  agniiist  wliich  lie  hwl  bet'n  warDeil, 
aDiI  tliul  i[  WHS  "h  mere  flnslj  in  thu  |>aii,"  be  re- 
lapsed into  his  feeling  of  security ;  and,  as  tlie 
iiigbl  was  cold  and  elurmy,  permitted  the  troops 
lo  returu  to  tbeir  quarters  and  laj  aside  their  arm^. 
Thus  tlie  garrison  and  its  uDtvary  commander 
slept  in  taucied  security,  at  tbe  very  time  that 
Wusbington  aud  his  troops  were  makitig  their  toil- 
some way  across  the  Delaware.  How  perilous 
would  have  been  their  siluution  had  their  enemy 
0  vigilant ! 

It  began  lo  hail  and  snow  as  the  troops  com- 
menced ibeir  march,  and  increased  in  violence  aa 
they  advanced,  the  storm  driviog  the  sleet  in  their 
So  bitter  was  the  cold  that  two  of  the  men 
B  frozen  to  death  that  nighL  The  day  dawned 
by  the  time  Sullivan  bulled  at  the  cross-road.  It 
was  discovered  that  the  slorm  had  rendered  many 
of  the  ranskelfl  wet  and  useless.  "  What  is  to-  be 
done?"  inquired  Sullivan  of  St.  Clair.  "You 
have  nothing  for  it  hut  to  push  on,  and  use  tbe 
bayonet,"  was  tbe  reply.  While  some  of  the 
soldiers  were  endeavoring  lo  clear  their  muskets, 
and  Bquibbing  .off  priming,  Sullivan  dispatched 
an  officer  to  apprise  the  commaiHler-in-cliief  of  the 
condition  of  their  arms.  He  came  back  half-dis- 
mayed by  an  indignant  burst  of  Washint;toii,  who 
ordered  him  to  return  instantly  and  tell  General 
Sullivan  lo  "  advance  and  charge." 

It  was  about  eight  o'olocit  when  Wasbiugtou's 
column  arrtved  in  ihe  vicinity  of  the  village. 
Tbe  Btorm,  which  had  rendered  the  march  Intoler- 
able, had  kept  every  one  wilbin  doors,  and  the 
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■DOW  bad  AenAmtA  the  trc*^  of  the  traopa  and 
ttw  ranibliiig  of  tlw  artillery.  As  ibey  opproodiecl 
tba  vDUgt!.  WM)iiti;o1oii,  who  was  in  front,  auae 
to  a  nMii  Hint  •hah  chopping  food  b^  the  roadside^ 
and  inquired,  **  Wbicrh  wny  in  the  Hessian  fricket?" 
•*  I  Jon't  know,"  wa*  ihe  wrly  n-ply.  "  Yon  may 
lell,"  *aiU  Capiiiiii  VnttM  of  thi>  Hrtillery.  "  lor 
tbai  in  Ucnernl  Wiwliiiiglon."  The  aspect  of  the 
man  ciinnged  in  an  instanl.  Raising  his  bonds  to 
heavrni,  "  Ood  XAtmt  and  prMper  you!"  cried  he. 
"  Tbe  picket  Is  in  thai  house,  and  the  sentry  stands 
near  that  treo." ' 

The  ndvanoi^  f^innl  was  led  by  a  brave  young 
ufficur,  Cuplain  Williuni  A.  Washington,  seconded 
by  LiuuitMiaiU  ■lames  Monroe  (in  after  yean  Pres- 
ident of  tlio  United  Stale*).  They  received  or- 
dori  to  ilislodKo  the  piclcot.  Here  happened  to 
bo  otntioncil  tim  very  lieutenant  whose  censures 
of  tb«  iiVK'igcnce  of  Culunel  Rulil  we  bave  just 
<)UOtiid.  By  bin  own  acoouut,  lie  was  very  near 
bcIiiK  (ititriippL'd  In  the  guard-houie.  Ilis  sentries, 
liB  sayn,  wore  uot  alert  enough ;  and  liiLd  he  not 
■lopiwd  out  uf  tho  picket  lioiiae  himself  and  di»- 
oovurtHl  tlia  enemy,  they  would  have  been  upon 
blm  before  his  men  could  scramble  lo  their  arms. 
"  Dor  foind  I  iler  foind  I  heraus  1  heraus ! "  (ibe 
enemy  1  tho  unomy  I  (urn  out  I  turu  out .')  was  now 
tho  cry.  He  at  flr»t,  lie  says,  made  a  staod,  think- 
ing lie  bad  a  mere  marauding  piiriy  Ui  deal  wilb ; 
but  aeeiuK  boavy  battalions  at  hand,  gave  way, 
and  fell  iMok  u|H>n  a  oompniiy  stationed  to  support 
the  picket :  but  which  appears  to  bave  beeu  no 
belter  prepareil  agninnt  surjirii'i'. 

■  WllklniKid'i  Utnni.-:  vi.1.  I.  p.  133, 
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By  tl»  tbK  Ik  An 
liilgred ;  Wa^In^ton  k«pt  bmU*  iu  Kni  %h» 
ecilttnm  pTDceeded.  Thr  rvport  of  6^^«^^ul  InkI 
Ihat  Saniran  vu  M  llw  lover  cod  of  tW  K 
Cokmel  Surk  l«<J  hb  ftdntuce  guard,  ami  <)M  ll 
in  gallanl  »lvh.  The  iLllacks,  as  (urnvrlnl.  n-NV 
Biinultati«ous.  The  outposis  were  *1riv«n  in  ;  llioy 
retreaied,  firing  from  behiotl  Iioun's. 
drums  beat  lo  arms  ;  iLe  InimiNTtR  uf  llio  tight 
horse  soundei]  the  alarm ;  the  whole  plai.'o  wiu  in 
on  uproar.  Some  of  the  enemy  mwlo  n  nilil  niid 
uadirecled  Rre  from  the  windtinra  of  UiHr  qiinrtui'i ; 
others  nislied  forth  in  ilifionlvr,  mtd  atttMntiUil  lo 
form  in  the  iniiin  street,  while  ilriigoons  hmiily 
mounted,  and  galloping  nboul,  added  to  th(i  mofii- 
sion.  WtLT'iiiiigloD  adrnnced  with  Ma  culilinu  la 
the  bead  of  King  Street,  riding  beiide  CH|it»1ii 
Forest  of  the  artillery.  Whun  Forwft.  Utmry 
of  six  guus  was  opened  tlie  guneml  ki'pt  mi  t)ui 
left  U)d  advanced  with  it,  giving  diroclionit  to  iho 
fire.  His  position  was  an  expuacd  one,  Mid  he 
was  repeatedly  etilreatnl  lu  foil  hnek  ;  but  itll  oui^li 
entreaties  were  asetew,  when  once  be  Uwunw 
beated  b  action. 

The  enemy  were  training  a  ooupk  at'  laniMHi 
in  tbe  maiu  struel  to  form  a  battery,  wliieli  iiii|()il 
hare  giren  the  Aioerictuiit  a  *eriou>  diwdi  i  but 
C^^n  WashiugtoD  and  Lit^ulMMui  Monro*, 
witii  a  pan  of  tbe  adraooed  guard  ru«b«d  ii^- 
word,  drove  the  artilleriats  fnita  tlieir  guiK,  and 
UkA  llie  two  pn^BK  wbtni  uu  tli«  pjiiK  of  Iwiog 
fired.  Bciib  uf  lit»»  officer*  wirm  wuuud«id  ; 
tbe  eaptaiii  io   ibe  wrint,  tb«  UeuUtukui  in  fim 


618 


LIFE   OF   WABniNGTON. 


While  Washington  advniieed  on  the  north  of 
the  town,  Sullivan  approaclie<I  on  the  west,  bimI 
detached  Slark  lo  press  on  the  lower  or  south 
end  of  the  town.  The  British  light  horse, 
and  about  five  hundred  Hessians  mid  ciiosseun^, 
had  been  quartered  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
town.  Seeing  Washington's  column  pressing  in 
front,  and  hearing  Stark  thundering  in  their  rear, 
they  look  headlong  Bight  by  the  bridge  across  the 
Assunpink,  and  so  along  the  banks  of  the  Dela- 
ware toward  Count  Donop's  encanipmeiil  at  Bor- 
denlown.  Had  Waflhingion'!;  plan  been  carried 
into  full  effect,  iheir  retreat  would  have  been  cut 
off  by  General  Ewiog ;  but  thai  officer  had  been 
prevented  from  crossing  Itie  river  by  tlie  iee. 

Colonel  Sahl,  according  to  llie  acwiunt  of  the 
lieutenant  who  had  commanded  the  picket,  com- 
pletely lost  his  bead  in  the  confusion  of  the  sur- 
prise. The  latter  when  driven  in  by  the  Amer- 
ican advance,  found  the  colonel  on  horseback, 
endeavoring  to  rally  his  panic-slricken  and  dis- 
ordered men,  but  himself  sorely  bewildered.  He 
asked  the  lieutenant  wlint  was  ihe  force  of  the 
assailants.  The  latter  answered  that  he  had  seen 
four  or  five  batialions  in  the  woodB,  three  of 
them  had  fired  upon  him  before  he  had  retreated 
—  "bnt,"  added  he,  "there  are  other  troops  to 
the  right  and  letl,  and  the  town  will  soon  be 
surrounded."  The  colonel  rode  in  front  of  his 
troops:  "Forward!  march!  advance!  advance!" 
cried  he.  With  some  riiUicnl'y  he  succeeded  in 
citvioating  his  troops  frcin  tlic  town,  and  lead- 
ing them   into   an  adjacent   orchard.     Now  was 


COLONEL  RAUL    WQllSDEB. 


fiI9 


tlie  linn'-,  writes  tlie  lieutenant,  for  )iJm  to  have 
pushed  for  another  place,  then;  to  nuiLe  u  BtJUid, 
At  thig  critical  momtul  bu  luight  have  ilnne  so 
with  credit,  and  without  Ioh.  'I'lie  coloii«l  Beeius 
to  have  had  each  aa  iuteiitton.  A  rapitl  retre«l 
by  tfae  Priocelon  ruad  was  »|)parciitly  in  Itiit 
Iboagbts ;  but  lie  iHckod  deci«i'ju.  The  Idea  of 
flying  before  tbe  rebels  wm  iutolerablu.  Some 
one  too,  excUiinvd  at  tbe  ruinoUK  lo«a  tA  leav- 
mg  all  their  baggage  to  be  pluitdered  by  iJw 
enemy.  Chaugiug  hiii  miud.  he  made  a  raeh 
reet^re.  "  All  who  are  vay  greimdlera,  forww^  I " 
cried  he,  aud  went  back,  writee  his  corporal,  lik« 
a  storm  upon  the  towu.  '■  What  madueu  was 
Lhie!"  writes  th«  viiLical  lunit«iiNn(.  "A  luwu 
that  woe  of  no  use  to  ws ;  ihiu  but  ten  or  fifioeu 
tmnutee  before  be  h&d  gliulJy  left ;  thai  was  now 
filled  with  three  or  four  thouaand  eiwinioa,  ata- 
turned  in  bouses  or  btthiiid  wallri  anil  bedgw,  aud 
a  bstleiy  of  bis  caiinun  plautod  on  tlie  niAiD 
■treet  And  he  to  think  of  reliikiiig  it  with 
Ilia  ail  or  seveu  himdred  ineu  and  their  bayo- 

Btill  be  led  his  greniuIieiB  bntvely  but  raslily  ou, 
vben.  tti  tbc  luidst  of  hin  career,  lie  reoeived  a 
fkltll  wniiiid  rruiB  a  miuket  hall,  aud  fell  froio 
hia  boTMu  His  men,  lei't  wilboul  their  cliief. 
were  struck  with  diHmny:  hcedlees  of  the  ord«re 
of  the  «ecuud  in  cummaod.  they  retreated  by  iht- 
right  up  the  banks  of  tlte  AMUirpink,  inUiudiiig 
Id  eacope  to  Priuotflon.  Wa^iinglou  Miw  tbetr 
design,  aiHl  lhr«w  Culimel  UandV  eorftfi  of  Fenn- 
aylvmnia  riflcniai  iu  lltor  miy ;  while  a  body  of 
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Wtpmm  troDpi  gatnnl  their  ML  Bruaglit  tc 
It  M«nd>  mhI  pcrftdlj  bcwibJfrB),  Waibington 
UMtq;ltl  tbn^  were  fonrnDg  in  rmWr  of  iMUtk, 
fliwl  orrknvl  ■  iJiv'tiargn  fjf  eMntt\*\rt  liitA.  "  Sif, 
thej  l)av<<  ■truck.''  fixctaimed  forewL  "Strack!" 
w-\uiw\  ilin  gviKntl.  "  Yw,  •if,  ibeir  wbn  we 
'Iriwn."  **  80  the/  are ! "  replietl  WasbingtoD, 
aik)  ■{iiirreil  in  ll>at  ilirecUon,  followiMl  hy  PmvM 
arid  jii*  whole  ouramand.  Tlie  m^n  groooded 
tliolr  ariDB  knd  Rnrremtereil  at  ilipcrolion  ;  "  but 
liwl  tHil  C!oli)nc1  Rabl  been  Mrerel/  wonoded," 
renMrka  hU  lo/al  oorpnral,  "we  would  never 
have  bom  taken  alive! " 

The  nkirmt*tiin(t  hiul  itow  cc!)»ed  in  every  di- 
rocliopi.  Mfyor  Wilkiiumn,  who  wm  with  the 
lower  criliimn,  wild  Mint  tn  the  commflnder-to* 
chiuf  (iiT  onlcra.  He  rode  up,  he  mts,  at  the 
moment  timt  Colmiel  Rahl,  ■npporied  bjr  ■  llle 
»f  aergi'aiilR.  whh  presenting  hia  sword.  "On 
mj  npproiicli."  continue*  he,  "  the  oommimder-in- 
nliltif  tuiik  in<i  hj  tbii  hand,  and  obsenred,  '  Major 
Wllkinwiti,  this  is  a  glorious  dsjr  Tor  our  oonn- 
Tr/I'  his  counlonnnce  beaming  with  complacency  i 
whll«t  iho  nnrortiiiinto  Ilnhl,  who  tlio  day  before 
would  not  have  changed  fortTinea  with  him,  now 
(lalo,  bleeding,  and  oovered  with  blood,  in  broken 
acconlK  Momud  to  implore  those  alteiiliDaa  which 
Ihn  vicl'ir  wn*  wdll  diiposed  to  bentow  on  him." 

Ho  was,  in  fact,  conveyed  with  great  care  to 
hilt  (iiiarlers.  which  were  in  the  house  of  a  kind 
>ind  respectable  Quaker  family. 

The  number  of  prisoTiers  lakcn  in  this  tSbAx 
woi  nearly  one    liwuiumd,  of  which  tbirty-lwo 
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velenui  Mojur  V'oii  DmJiuw, 
■aiu  iLe  Utrvwiug  up  ul'  Umhi*!- 
waikR,  iveeoved  a  morut  m>iiiid.  tiT  wlik'li  be  died 
in  Treniou.  WtishiiigioD'a  triiiin|ili,  bowevoi',  woe 
impHired  bj  ihe  rnilure  of  liie  twu  fiiinultsuemw 
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r.  wbo  wa«  to  littvc  oruakMl 


btjfoTv  day  a1  Trenloii  Kerry,  aud  l»)wu  putBuMHju 
(■r  Ilie  hridgt'  ieMdiiig  out  uf  llie  tutvu,  over  wliJcfa 
tbe  ii^iil  iioT«e  soil  HessiHUK  reireeutfi,  wa£  pre- 
Teniei]  tn-  tlie  ijuiiutitT  of  ice  in  tlie  river.  Cud- 
wabuler  wtm  biudurtM^  by  tlie  Mine  olwUidt^  He 
fol  part  of  liiB  troo))e  uver.  but  Juuud  il  iiopoaei- 
Ut>  10  embttrk  lii-  uiiiuou,  sud  wae  obligMl.  UtnvH' 
bre,  l(>  return  (u  Ibe  Peiui«ylvaiiift  »idt*  of  tiie 
rirer.  Had  Ik  and  Ewing  crotiaed,  Danop's 
qtiorterE  wuuid  liitve  b«eii  beateii  Dfj,  Bod  llie 
lu^tiri^  froiD  Tnvitoo  tnlerocpUNl. 

By  litf  fnilure  of  tliit  purl  of  bic  plan.  Wwtb- 
inoiaii  bud  been  sx^mmk!  Ici  die  n 
Jnaard.  Tiit:  ibrce  with  wUiuli  be 
twtiDty'tiur  bundred  tneu.  mw  Im^.  wa^  uol 
eDoupli  If  m^  •villi  tbu  vei«rnii  ^mauu.  bad  it 
iieeu  {irofierly  au  i(»  guard  ;  kiiiI  tliuu  tinsre  Mr«re 
tbe  tfiHitiB  umicT  l>o»u|>  al  luuid  to  couperate  whb 
il.  Kotliin^  Uic«d  bim  bu<  tUe  alter  pautc  of 
thv  CHMuy  :  tlwir  wiuil  of  proper  aluvi  \^mM " 
and  tbeir  r^agtjeraied  idcii  of  bis  lurneB  :  itt  ue 
of  ibt  jiMirual>  beibi^  u<'  (Uic  ttfTfiundV)  rtaiitB 
llml  be  bxt  witli  bun  l^jlNNj  imiii,  awl  aoacber 
G/X)0.'     Ev«n  uu«'  ilwi   tiie  [iImw--  hk  in   bi> 
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"  Km  Mr  »ImI«  B  ttA,' 


hln  dut  tltn  nM»  wa^  aUadi  m;  nd,  lfan»- 
fi«fn,  h*  Wl  takMi  tarn  uty  (imaatiDiM  iiyiliMl 
*uob  Ml  erwit.     Id  tnth  I  nwat  amfeM  ««  have 
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mawrsaiiv  thnogbi  too  liOJe  of  tfaci  nthek.  nha, 
lutii]  iHiH*.  Umtv  D<-T«r  (n  mit  ocnuoon  baen  »Me 
Id  with«tftnil  QB.  Our  Iirig«i£tir  (Bahh  wu  loo 
prond  to  i«iJT¥  •  BU-ji  Uitln«  finch  an  eomayi 
aIUhku^i  nothiug  rmuunfd  fiir  ns  hot  in  nM<Mt> 

**G«nFiTsl  Howp  had  judged  tjiin  utttn  from  ft 
'Mm^  poini  of  Tie w,  or  he  would  liaT^!^  )wv«  in- 
ttHUd  each  an  important  post  H-b  Trrninn  to  liim. 
Hs  was  funaM  for  a  Boldicr.  lint  not  for  a  gen- 
eral. Al  ihe  capture  of  Foil  WashiiifrtOD  Ite  had 
gaJDni  much  bonor  wlult  under  tlK-  oommand  of 
a  prrait  general,  Irat  he  lost  all  his  mnowti  at 
Trenton  where  he  himself  wb»  seuera].  lie  had 
Qunrage  to  dare  the  hardiest  enmrpnae ;  hat  he 
alone  wanted  the  nocil  preMtnce  of  mind  aensmmrj 
in  •  TOTprise  like  that  at  Trenton.  Hif  virad^ 
was  loo  great ;  one  dwu^l  crowded  no  anoUior 
SD  that  he  mold  oome  u>  no  d(<dsiaD.  Consid- 
ered as  a  privaM'  man,  he  wm  doRc.rring  of  hi^ 
regard,  fie  was  generotn.  <^>Mi-hai]dnd.  litis)ii- 
taltle :  Derer  crinipiig  lo  Ut  EupBrior&,  nor  arro- 
gant to  hi»  inferiors ;  but  oonrtMiUfi  to  all.  Evm 
hie  datnesiicE  were  treatod  more  like  fricaidi 
tliao  aerrautK." 

The  loyal  corporal,  tooi,  [innlrilTOtc»  his  mitp  of 
praise  to  his  dying  contmaudnr.  -In  bis  iMt 
i^ny,"  writes  the  gmttifiil  soldier. "  he  jot 
thought  of  hif  grenadiers  and  entitialpd  Gcnnral 
Waslungtom  that  nothing  might  be  taknn  tram 
them  but  IbEor  anus.  A  proiuifv  was  gi*«ik,* 
adds  the  corporal, "  and  wae  kept." 

Even  tiie  s&tirital  l>eai«naut  half  moinnfi  o«w 
"  He  (fiod,"    saTF  he,  -  on  the  tlil- 
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lowing  evetiiiig,  aud  liee  buried  iii  this  place  which 
be  has  remlered  so  fiiniouB,  in  the  graceyard  of 
ihe  Presbyterian  church.  Sleep  well  1  dear  Com- 
mander I  (theurer  Feldherr)  The  Americans  will 
hereafter  set  up  a  stone  above  thy  grave  with 
this  inscription;  — 
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CHAPTER   XLIV. 

of  ihe  Hewmi  I'Tinnnen.  —  Tlielr  Inlarviewi  will) 
bini^on.  — Thair  Kiwepliou  by  Ihu  HiMipla. 

|lll^  Iltssidii  priiioiiui'H  were  ixtuveyed 
i  the  Delaware  liy  JoIiiibuii'b  Ferry, 
I'eunsylvaniu  ;  the  gtrivuUi  BatdiurB 
were  maroliL'ii  oft'  immediately  lo  NowUnvu  i  the 
officera,  twoiity-tliree  in  number,  reiualueil  Ui  a, 
small  chamber  in  the  Ferry  Houbb,  wtiero,  ac- 
oordiug  to  their  own  account,  they  passed  a  iJiumal 
at  heart  that  their  nwaiut  triumplia  at 
Whiw  Fluua  aud  Fort  WaBliiiigtou  hlwuld  ha  ao 
saddenly  eclipsed. 

On  tbe  following  momiug  tliey  were  >x»iulucled 
to  Newtown  under  the  escort  of  Colonel  Weijduu. 
wril«B  Lieutenant  I'iel.  spoke  hut 
little  ill  hia  fiivor,  yet  Le  won  all  our  heaiU  by 
his  liind  and  friendly  conduct. 

the  oHieei»  were  (juiu'tered  in 
iuu£  and  private  houae»,  tbe  aoldier^  in  the  church 
and  JaiL  Tbe  olticerti  paid  a  visit  to  Ijurd  Sdf- 
liug.  vrLom  some  of  them  had  luiewu  Irum  hb 
being  captartid  at  Long  Island.  He  received 
tlieui  with  great  kiudnesa.  "  Your  geiu9r»(,  Van 
,"  said  he,  "  treated  me  like  a  brother 
when  I  was  a  prisoner,  and  so.  geutletueu,  irill 
you  be  treated  by  tut." 
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"  Wo  hull  ^arce  seated  our§elve»,"  coatmaes 
Lieutenant  Pit^l,  "  wheu  a  loDg,  meagre,  dark- 
looluiig  mnu,  whom  ^ve  took  for  the  pareou  of 
the  place,  stepped  forlli  and  held  a  discourse  id 
German,  iu  which  he  eudeavored  to  set  forth  the 
justice  of  the  American  side  in  this  war.  He 
told  UH  he  was  a  Hanoveriau  born ;  ciJled  the 
King  of  England  nothing  but  the  Eleotor  of 
IlanoTer,  atid  spoke  of  liim  so  contemptuoasly 
tliat  his  garrulity  became  intolerable.  We  an- 
swered lliat  we  had  not  come  to  America  to  in- 
quire  wliicfa  pai'ty  was  in  the  right ;  but  to  fight 
for  the  kbg. 

"  Lord  Stirling,  seeing  how  little  we  were  ed- 
ified by  the  preacher,  relieved  us  &om  him  by 
jiroposing  to  take  us  with  him  to  visit  Gen- 
eral Washington.  The  latter  received  ua  very 
courteously,  though  we  understood  very  httle  of 
what  ho  said,  as  he  spoke  nothing  but  English,  a 
language  in  which  none  of  oa  at  that  time  were 
strong.  In  Ids  aspect  shines  forth  nothing  of  the 
great  man  that  he  ia  uuiversatly  considered.  IDs 
eyes  have  scarce  any  fire.  There  b,  however, 
a  smiling  expression  ou  his  countenance  when  he 
speaks,  that  wins  afToction  and  respect.  lie  io- 
vited  four  of  our  officers  to  dine  with  him ;  the 
rest  dined  with  Lord  Stirling."  One  of  those 
who  dined  witli  tlie  commander-in-chief,  was  the 
satirical  lieutenant  whom  we  have  so  often  quoted, 
and  who  was  stationed  at  the  picket  on  the  morn- 
ing of  (he  attack.  However  disparagingly  he  may 
liave  tliought  of  his  imfortunate  commander,  be 
evideutly  had  a  very  good  opinion  of  himself. 
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"  Geiieral  Washington,"  writes  he  in  his  journiil, 
"  did  lue  the  honor  to  converse  a  guod  deal  with 
me  couceming  the  anftirtuiiat«  afiur.  I  told  him 
freely  mj  opinion  tliat  our  dispositioDg  lind  been 
bud,  othern'isB  we  should  not  have  fidlen  into  bis 
liands.  He  asked  me  if  I  could  have  nwle  betlar 
dispositions,  and  in  what  nuinner?  I  told  him 
yes ;  stated  all  the  &alcs  of  our  amuigementa, 
and  showed  him  how  I  would  have  done ;  and 
would  have  managed  to  come  out  of  the  alTair 
with  honor." 

We  have  no  doubt,  from  the  specimens  fiir- 
nished  in  the  lieutenant's  journal,  that  he  wont 
largely  into  his  own  merits  and  acbievoinents,  and 
the  demerits  and  shortcouungs  of  bis  luokleiw 
commander.  Washington,  he  added,  not  only 
applaudeil  his  exposition  of  wluit  he  would  have 
done,  bnt  made  him  a  eulogy  thereupon,  and 
upon  bis  watchfulness  and  the  defense  be  liad 
made  with  bis  handful  of  men  when  hie  picket 
was  attacked.  Yet  according  to  his  own  account, 
in  his  jourual,  with  all  his  watehfulness,  ho  came 
near  being  caught  napping. 

•■  Geneml  Waahirijjton,"  continues  li«,  "  is  u 
courteous  and  j>olite  man,  but  very  cauticnui  and 
reserved  ;  tidks  little  ;  and  has  a  crafty  (lislaj^) 
physiognomy."  We  surmise  the  lieutenant  hail 
the  most  of  the  talk  on  that  occasion,  und  that 
tlie  crafty  or  sly  expression  in  WonliingUMi's 
jihysioguomy,  may  have  been  a  lurking  but  sup- 
pressed smile,  provoknl  by  the  lieutenant's  self* 
laudation  and  wordines.i. 

The  Hessian  prisoners  were  subtequenlly  trans- 
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The  cBDDouade  of  Wasliiiigloii'a  atlitck  in 
TraDloa  ou  the  moruing  of  tht;  2Gth,  whs  distinctly 
heard  at  Ciidwal Oder's  canip  at  Bnelol.  Imperfect 
tiding  of  the  result  reached  there  about  eleveo 
o'clock,  and  produced  the  highest  exullation  nod 
excitemoiil.  CnJwFiinder  made  anotlier  nttampt 
to  cross  llie  river  and  jnin  Waaliiiigton,  wliom  he 
stipposbd  to  be  slill  hi  the  Jersej^  foltowing  up 
the  blow  he  had  struck,  lie  could  not  effl'ct  the 
])a«8nge  of  the  river  with  the  moHt  of  the  troops, 
until  mid-day  of  the  27th,  when  he  received  from 
Washington  a  detailed  account  of  his  success,  aud 
of  his  having  recrossed  into  Pennsylvanin. 

Cadwalader  was  now  in  a  dilemma.  Oonop, 
he  presumed,  was  still  at  Alount  Holly,  whither 
Grifflii  liad  decoyed  him  ;  but  he  might  »oou  raarcfa 
back.  His  foroes  were  equal,  if  Dot  superior  in 
number  to  his  own,  and  veterans  instead  of  raw 
militia.  But  then  there  was  the  glory  of  rivaling 
the  exploit  at  Trenton,  and  the  importance  of  fol- 
lowing out  the  eflbrt  for  the  relief  of  the  Jeneys, 
and  the  salvation  of  Fhitadelphia.  Besides,  Waab- 
ington,  iu  all  probability,  alter  disposing  of  his 
prifonera,  had  again  crossed  into  the  Jerseys  end 
might  be  acting  ofiensively. 

Reed  relieved  Cadwalader  from  his  dilemma, 
by  proposing  tliat  they  should  push  on  to  Burling- 
ton, and  there  determine,  according  to  intelligence, 
whether  to  proceed  to  Bordentown  or  Mount  Holly. 
The  plan  was  adopted.  There  wbs  an  olanu  thai 
the  Hessian  yagers  lurked  in  a  neighboring  wood. 
Reod,  accompanieil  by  two  olScers,  rode  in  advance 
to  reconnoiter.     He  sent  word  to  Cadwalader  that 
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WMhlnKt/ff)  rt«F'l«'t  no  prompting  of  lh»  luadL 
(lonr  iHOMi  fr>ll</»iii((  Dp  bill  \Afrw,  ho  hwl  bardlj 
iill'>ffr<4  !(!•  tfrf^w  «  Any  <ir  iwo  to  rwnver  from 
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bt^nt  ii|)  iilliiT  [)f  tlitiir  c(imrli;nt,  miil  eiiliitily  ii- 
vi\r»e  ntliiirH  in  Uiti  Jistwiya.  lu  tliia  Rjjiril  ho  litiil 
writtQti  to  GeiiurnU  MclXiiigjull  mid  Mnxwiill  iit 
MurriMdwii,  tn  cnlk'cl  u*  liirfco  n  body  of  niilJtin 
M  poHKiblu,  And  hitruu  tho  (Miuiny  in  lluiiW  mid 
rear,  llontli,  bIbo,  bad  been  onlored  to  Hbnndon 
tho  Ilighlnnds,  nbioh  thora  tvns  no  nood  of  gunrd* 
ing  nt  this  scntion  of  tliti  yttnr,  iind  hiuiton  down 
with  the  ciuluni  roililiit,  ns  rapidly  ua  jKiiisiUo,  by 
the  wiiy  uf  lliickensnck,  cotitlnuiiid  on  uutil  he 
ithould  send  him  Airther  oitlors,  "Afkir  oppor- 
tiinlty  \t  offered,"  Hivid  he,  "  of  driving  llic  iincmy 
enlinjly  from  tho  •luranyo,  or  at  bnat  to  thti  ux- 
ttvmity  of  the  proTluoe." 

Mi?n  of  influeuce  e\ta  were  dispatched,  by  him 
into  diffbrvnt  parts  of  Uie  Jer»oya,  to  apirit  up  tho 
militiii  to  rovtingu  the  oppression,  ihti  rnvtige,  luid 
insults  they  Imd  ex|K)rieuctKl  from  tbe  enemy, 
eapeolHlly  from  the  llesainns.  "  If  what  tliey  b»vo 
suffered,"  said  ho,  "doea  not  ronsu  their  iiiHunt- 
mitnt,  ihoy  must  not  possesti  tho  feuliugs  of  hii- 
mntiily." 

On  the  29lh,  his  Iroops  began  lo  croM  the 
river.  It  wouhl  bo  a  slow  and  difficult  operation, 
owing  to  tho  icu ;  two  pHriics  of  lii>hl  troops 
therufora  wi^ru  detiiohed  in  ndvatice,  whom  Col- 
onu!  Ku«d  WHS  to  send  in  pursuit  of  tho  enemy. 
They  marched  into  Trenton  about  two  o'clock, 
and  wero  immediately  put  on  tho  tracea  of  Do* 
nop,  to  hang  on  hut  rear  and  harasa  him  until 
other  troops  should  como  up.  Cadwalader  aleo 
detached  a  party  of  riffemen  from  Bordeatown 
witli  like  oi'dera.     Donup,  in  retreating,  hud  di- 
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maiit  »Mmn.  IVimtr  wm  then  s  aura  iaddn 
fMMfMl  tn  III*  K««M  1/  war  Oma  tWi  rrtmt  tf  ifes 
h***/  'tarTMWi  vaiimuia,  liwm  wrf  bf  liflrt  flJM 
'/«  nw  tatlMn.  whli^  limy  m  ktelj  iMd  <lriv«B 
lllui  AJMlf  tintiirii  tliani. 

WI.IU  ll.t«  WM  ip^nK  'm,  Vfrnhlngbm  wm  d- 
f'OliuH  iIm  imiHmff'  nt  lii«  umIu  turn  to  Trentoa. 
I  In  Mrmofr  IimI  crrMMx)  rm  tlw  29lb  of  Deramber, 
ImI  |l  t'Njk  IWi  flojra  RUfTO  br  {(«1  ttx^  Ironp*  aoi 
HiliUutf  iifitr  itin  Uiy  riv«r,  nnd  thai  willi  gn»t 
iHlxrr  Hiwl  illflkull/.  Aii'l  tuiw  Mtinna  |i«ipl«xit]r. 
WIiIj  llin  ymir  riiiln-d  ttw  t^nr)  of  N-vvral  refp- 
mimr*,  Mlilfli  )iNd  Hitiiii  iiirMi  Mjrvicci,  ttix!  beoume 
liiiirdil  til  iliiriitor.  Kww'mtf  tiow  iniliiipnnMUB 
Wxrii  ■ii<i|i  inmiM  Ui  Utnil  on  IIium  wliicb  wore 
ntw  niirl  iiMill*iif|illii(<it,  WaoljinKiou  biul  i)wm  p*- 
imloil  Niirl  liivtlwl  to  re^tnliat.  It  wm  n  diffloolt 
rH«k  til  |i«i'*iinili'  Ibddi.     Tliny  wiir(<  Iinggnrd  witb 

I)>l1uii<i,  I  liorilolilin.ri'1  [irivHtlmi  of  iivi^ry  kind; 

itml  lli<iti'  liniiiH  yiiiit'iKiil  Cor  lii'iiic.  iiy  tlio  pON 
•iiitiiliiiiii  iir  iliiili'  (illlit-ni,  liuwiivur,  anil  q  buuiiiy 
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of  tun  (lollani,  the  grcMiLcr  pruportlua  of  those  from 
(lie  cHStwurd  wore  iiiiluctMl  to  reinain  ei\  weeks 

Hitni  money  was  nucoitfary  in  this  einergoncy. 
Mow  was  it  lo  be  AirniBhei]  ?  The  mililAry  chest 
was  inoompetenl.  On  tl)e  30ih,  Washinglon  wrote 
bj  express  lo  Robert  Morris,  the  pnlriot  finan- 
cier at  Pliiladelpliin,  whom  he  knew  lo  Ite  eager 
that  the  blow  should  be  followed  up.  "If  you 
could  possibly  coiled  a  sum,  if  it  were  but  one 
huiidfLHl,  or  hundred  and  fifty  pout>dB,  it  would 
be  of  service." 

Morris  received  the  letter  in  [he  evening.  He 
WHS  at  his  wit's  end  to  raise  the  sutn,  for  hard 
money  waa  scarce.  Fortunately  a  wealthy  Qua- 
ker in  Ibis  moment  of  exigency  supplied  the 
"  Btiiuws  of  war,"  and  early  tbe  next  morning  the 
money  was  forwarded  by  the  express. 

At  this  critical  moment,  too,  Washington  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  a  committee  of  Congress, 
transmitting  him  resolves  of  that  body  dated  the 
27th  of  December,  investing  him  with  military 
powers  quite  dictatorial.  "  Happy  is  il  for  this 
country,"  write  the  committee,  "  that  the  general 
of  their  forces  can  safely  bo  intrusted  with  the 
most  unlimited  power,  and  neither  personal  secu- 
rity, liberty,  or  property,  be  in  the  least  degree 
endangered  thereby." ' 

Washington's  ackuowledgemeiit  of  this  great 
mark  of  cotifidence  was  noble  and  characteristic." 
"  I  fuid  Congress  have  done  mo  the  honor  to  in- 
trust me  with  powers,  in  my  miliiary  capacity,  of 
l..4m.  ArAivti,  &tb  Seriea,  ill  IBIO. 


CHAPTEK    XLVI. 

How*  bem  cf  the  Aff*ir  *t  Tranton.  —  Coniwklli)  unt  b«dc 
10  tlie  Jtntyi —  lIccODDoiterlng  Enpedilioaorlleed.  —  Ilii 
£x|>li)lt«,— WiuhlnKtuQ  in  Peril  il  Trenton.— Kcinforced 
liyTroO[«  under  Cmlwdadvr  and  MiSlin.  —  Poiitiod  oThli 
Hen.— Comwillb  at  Trsnloii.  —  Rflpuhcd  Hi  the  Anmn- 
plnk.  —  Tlie  Amtricu  Ctinp mnniced. — Nijjbl  M»rehot 
WuhinglDO.  —  AAafr  *t  Frlnealoii.  — DeiUi  of  Menrr.— 
UoatorUrilinh  Tnopn.  —  Panned  b;  Waiihingtun.  —  Com- 
wdtlnU  I'rinulan.  — Riffled  ind  Perplexed. —Wublng- 
ton  ■!  Uomiluwn — Hr>  Sj-item  of  Annoyance.  —  The 
Tablea  lumeJ  upon  ths  Euemf- 

^^a]KNI-:RAL    HOWE  wns  inhing  hia  ea»e 

fr?Q*^  i'lr  tlm  freezing  of  the  Delaware  lo  piir- 
euti  liis  Iriiimphanl  niiirch  to  Phila(Ie1|>hia,  when 
licliiigs  were  brought  him  of  Ihe  surprise  nnd  cap- 
ture or  the  HeesiaDS  at  Treiiiori.  -'  Tlitit  three 
old  eeiBblislied  regimenU  ti(  a  people  wlio  made 
witr  their  profestiioii,  Bhould  In;  down  their  arms 
lo  a  rngged  and  undisciplined  militia,  and  that 
with  scarcely  any  loss  on  either  side,"  was  a  mut- 
ter of  amiizenient.  He  instantly  slopped  Lord 
Corriwallis,  wlio  was  on  the  point  of  embarking 
for  Englacid,  and  sent  him  back  in  all  hnste  to  re- 
eume  the  command  in  the  Jerseys. 

The  ifie  in  the  Delnwure  impeded  the  cro."8ing 
ilroops,and  gave  the  British  time 


|L„9 


538 


LIFE  OF   WAsaiNGTON. 


to  draw  in  tlicir  scaliered  cantoiimeuts  and  as- 
semble their  whole  force  at  Princetao.  White 
hia  troops  were  yet  crossiog,  WaHhingtou  sent  out 
Colouel  Reed  lo  recoonoiter  the  position  uDd  more- 
meDla  of  the  enemy  and  obtnin  iuformatioD.  Six 
of  the  Plidadelphia  light  horse,  spirited  young 
fellows,  but  who  had  never  aeen  aervice,  voloa- 
teered  lo  accompauy  Keed.  Tliey  patrolled  the 
country  lo  tlie  very  vicinity  of  Priuceton,  but 
could  collect  no  iiiformatiorf  from  ihe  inhabitants  ; 
who  were  harassed,  terrified,  nnd  bewildered  by 
the  ravngmg  marclies  to  and  fro  of  friend  and  en- 
Emerging  from  a  wood  almost  within  view  of 
Princeton,  they  caught  eight,  from  a  rising  ground, 
of  two  or  three  red-coats  passing  from  time  to 
time  from  a  barn  to  a  dwell iug-liouse.  Here 
must  be  au  outpost.  Keeping  llie  Uirn  in  a  liofl 
with  the  house  so  as  to  cover  their  approach,  tli^ 
dashed  up  to  the  latter  without  being  discovered, 
and  surrounded  it.  Twelve  British  dragoons 
were  within,  who,  though  well  armed,  were  bo 
pauic-Btricken  that  they  surrendered  without 
making  defense.  A  commissary,  also,  was  taken  i 
the  sergeant  of  the  dragoons  aloue  escaped.  Colo- 
nel Reed  and  his  six  cavaliers  returned  in  triumph 
to  head -quarters.  Important  information  was  ob- 
tained from  their  prisoners.  Lord  Cornwallis 
had  joined  General  Grant  the  day  before  at 
Princeton,  with  a  reinforcement  of  chosoii  troops. 
They  had  now  seven  or  eight  thousand  men,  and 
were  pressing  wagons  for  a  march  upon  Tren- 
lon.1 

1  ;,./(o/-««j,i.a3a. 
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Cadwalader,  aiationeil  nt  Cross  wicks,  about 
eeren  milea  distiiiit,  between  Bofdeuluwu  and 
Treutou,  sent  intelligence  to  the  same  purport,  rfr- 
ceivcd  by  him  ft'oni  a  young  geolJemau  wbo  had 
escaped  from  Princeton. 

Word,  loo,  was  brought  from  other  quarters, 
that  'General  Hone  was  on  the  march  nitli  a 
thousand  light  troops,  with  which  he  had  landed 
at  Amboy. 

The  sJtuHtion  of  Washington  was  growing 
crliienl.  The  enemy  were  beginning  to  advance 
their  liirge  pickets  towards  Trenton.  Everything 
indicated  an  approaching  atlnck.  The  force  with 
him  was  small ;  to  retreat  ncross  the  river,  would 
destroy  the  dawn  of  hope  awakened  in  the  bosoms 
of  llie  Jersey  militia  by  the  late  exploit ;  but  to 
make  a  stand  without  reinforcements  wiis  impos- 
sible. In  this  emergency,  he  called  to  his  aid 
Geiienil  Cndwnladur  from  Crosswicks,  and  General 
Mifflin  from  Bordentown  with  .  their  collective 
forces,  amounting  to  about  three  thousand  sis 
hundred  men.  He  did  it  with  reluctance,  for  it 
seemed  like  involving  them  in  the  common  dan- 
ger ;  but  the  exigency  of  the  case  admitted  of  no 
alternative.  They  promptly  answered  to  his 
call,  and  marching  in  the  night,  joined  him  on  the 
lat  of  January. 

Washington  chose  a  position  for  his  muiti  body 
on  the  east  side  of  the  Assunpink,  There  wns 
a  narrow  stone  bridge  across  it.  where  the  water 
was  very  deep  —  the  same  bridge  over  which  part 
of  Uahl's  brigade  had  escaped  in  the  recent  affair, 
lie  planted  his  artillery  so  as  to  commniid  the 
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bridge  and  ihe  fords.  His  udvuucu  guard  way 
BtHtioneil  about  three  miles  off*  in  b  wood,  Lttriag 
in  front  a  streniD  calkd  SliAbbokotig;  Creek. 

Early  oo  tlie  moniiDg  of  the  2d.  cntue  certaia 
word  lliat  Coruwallis  was  approaching  with  alt 
his  force.  Stroug  parties  were  sent  out  uader 
Geoeral  Greeoe,  who  skirmished  with  the  enemy 
and  harassed  them  in  iheir  advance.  By  twelve 
o'clock  they  reached  ihe  Shabbakong,  and  balled 
for  a  time  on  its  norlhom  bank.  Then  crossing 
il,  and  moving  forward  wiih  rapidity,  ibey  drove 
tbe  advance  guard  out  of  the  woods,  and  pushed  on 
until  they  reached  a  high  ground  near  the  town. 
Here  Hand's  corps  of  several  bailalions  was 
drawn  up,  and  held  them  for  a  time  in  check. 
All  the  parlies  in  advance  ultimately  retreated  to 
the  mitin  body,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Asaunpink, 
and  found  some  difliculty  in  crowding  across  the 
narrow  bridge. 

From  all  these  checks  and  delays,  it  was 
nearly  sunset  before  Coriiwallis  with  ihe  head  of 
his  army  entered  Trenton,  His  rear-guard  under 
Glenural  Leslie  rested  at  Maiden  Head,  about  six 
milea  distant,  and  nearly  half  way  between  Tren- 
ton and  Pi'iuceton.  Forming  his  troops  into 
columns,  be  now  made  repeated  attempts  to  cross 
tbe  Assunpink  at  the  bridge  and  the  fords,  bat 
was  as  often  repulsed  by  the  artillery.  For  a 
part  of  the  time  Washington,  mounted  on  a  white 
horse,  stationed  himself  at  the  south  end  of  the 
bridge,  itisuing  his  orders.  Each  time  the  enemy 
was  repulsed  thera  was  a  shout  along  the  Ameri- 
can lines.     At  length  they  drew  off,  catne  to  a 
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lialt,  ftnd  ligliteil  iLeir  camp  fires.  The  Ameri- 
cnns  did  lite  sHmc,  using  the  nejgbboriiig  fences 
for  tlie  purpaec.  Sir  WilltHm  Erekiiie,  whu  wax 
with  Comwallia,  urged  him,  it  is  said,  to  Bttack 
Washington  that  eveuing  in  his  camp ;  but  hia 
lordship  declined  ;  he  felt  sure  of  the  game  whicli 
had  HO  often  oxcnped  him  ;  lie  had  at  length,  be 
thought,  got  Washington  into  a  situation  from 
which  he  could  nut  escupe,  but  where  he  inigiit 
make  a  desperate  stand,  and  lie  was  willing  to 
g^Fe  his  wearietf  troops  a  night's  repose  to  prepare 
them  for  the  closing  struggle.  He  would  be  sure, 
he  said,  to  "  bag  the  fox  in  the  morning." 

A  cannonade  was  kept  ap  on  both  sides  until 
dark;  but  with  little  damage  to  the  Americans. 
When  night  closed  in,  the  two  cnmps  lay  in  sight 
of  each  other's  fires,  rumiDating  the  bloody  action 
of  the  following  day.  It  was  the  mofll  gloomy 
and  anxious  night  that  had  yet  dosed  in  on  the 
American  army,  throughout  its  series  of  perils 
and  disasters ;  for  there  was  no  concealing  the 
impending  danger.  But  what  must  have  been 
the  feelings  of  the  commanJer-in -chief,  as  he 
anxiously  patrolled  his  camp,  and  considered  his 
deeperale  position  ?  A  smalt  stream,  fordable  i& 
several  places,  was  all  that  separated  his  raw,  in- 
experienced army,  from  an  enemy  vastly  mperior 
in  nnoibers  and  discipline,  and  stnng  to  ocikm  by 
the  moTtifia^n  of  a  iate  defeal.  A  genenl  tte- 
tion  widi  them  must  be  roiooiu ;  bnl  bow  was  be 
lo  retreat  ?  Bdund  him  wu  tbe  Delaivan^  im- 
patsablc  fivm  Ooathig  ice.  Granting  even  (a 
tfaing  not  to  be  boped)  ibit  a   retreat  acn»a  it 
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could  be  effected,  llie  coasequuDces  would  be 
equally  fatal.  The  .TerBeya  would  be  left  in  posses- 
Hion  of  the  enemy,  etidnngering  the  itomedrate  C)ip- 
lare  of  Pliiluldpliim  und  BUikiug  the  public  miiid 
into  deitpondency. 

la  this  darkest  of  moments  a  gleam  of  hope 
fluilied  upon  his  mind  :  a  bold  expedient  suggested 
itself.  AlmoHt  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  force 
must  by  this  lime  be  drawn  out  of  Princeton,  and 
udraucing  by  detocbnienta  toward , Trent  on,  while 
their  baggage  aud  principal  stores  must  remnia 
weakly  guarded  at  Brunenick.  Whs  it  not 
possible  by  a  rapid  nigiit-inarch  along  tlie  Quaker 
road,  H  diBerent  road  from  that  on  which  Oeueral 
Leslie  with  the  rear-guard  was  reatin|;,  to  (i^t 
past  tliat  force  uudiacovered,  come  by  surprise 
upon  those  left  at  Princeton,  capture  or  destroy 
what  stores  were  left  there,  and  then  push  on  to 
Brunswick  ?  This  would  saie  the  army  from 
boiug  cut  ofT;  would  avoid  the  appearance  of  a 
defeat ;  and  might  draw  the  enemy  away  from 
Trenton,  while  some  fortunate  stroke  might  give 
additional  reputation  lo  the  American  arms, 
Even  should  the  enemy  march  on  to  Philadelphia, 
it  eould  not  iu  any  case  be  prevoiilcd  ;  while  a 
couiilor-blow  in    the  Jerseys  would  be  of  great 

Such  was  the  plan  which  Waahingtou  revolved 
in  his  mind  on  tlie  gloomy  Imnks  of  the  Assun- 
pink,  and  which  he  laid  before  his  oHicers  in  a 
council  of  war.  held  after  uighttikll,  at  the  quar- 
ters of  General  Meroer.  It  met  with  instaDt 
,  being  of  that  hardy,  advetitnroua 
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kind,  which  seems  cong^niftl  vvitti  thti  Aiu^ricnn 
chanioUtr.  Oue  fornwUble  HiflicMliy  prtueiiltHl 
ilseIC  The  weather  was  unusuftlly  mild ;  ihoro 
WH«  a  thaw,  by  which  tlio  rowia  might  be  ran- 
dered  deep  and  miry,  and  alnioBt  tmiiiuiMthltt. 
Fortunately,  or  rather  |>rovi(lenlialty,  m  Waah- 
ington  was  prone  to  consider  it,  tlio  wind  voorod 
to  the  north  in  the  couree  of  the  OTniiiiig  i  tha 
weather  berame  intensely  cold,  aiid  in  two  houra 
the  roads  were  once  more  Imrd  i»id  froBt-)>oiuid> 
In  the  meaa  time,  the  bagga^  of  the  army  wai 
silently  removed  to  Burlington,  and  evi>ry  otlier 
preparation  was  made  for  a  rapid  mardi.  To 
deceive  the  enemy,  meu  were  employed  to  dig 
trenches  near  the  bridge  within  hearing  of  the 
British  sentries,  with  orden  lo  contiiiue  noiiiJjr 
at  work  until  daybreak  ;  other*  were  lo  go  the 
rotuids ;  relieve  goArdu  u  the  bridge  and  fiird* ; 
keep  ap  the  camp  fires,  and  maiutaiu  aD  the  up- 
peannoe  of  a  reg«Iar  encaa^mKat.  At  daf- 
bnak  t&e^  wen  to  InuMa  after  the  amy. 

In  tbe  dead  of  (Ik  m^a.  Ike  maf  4f«W 
qneiJT  ou  of  die  owM pitnt  mA  b^m  itt 
wandk.  Geaenl  Hercer,  mammBi  on  a  &*uriie 
gny  bune.  waa  in  ^e  adraoe  widi  die  n 
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joining  ih(5  main  road  nlwul  two  miles  from 
Priiicetou,  wliere  WunhiogUtu  expeduil  to  amve 
before  dayljrouk.  The  road,  however,  was  new 
and  nigg'Ml ;  cut  through  woods,  where  the  slumps 
of  trvra  broke  the  wheeU  of  some  of  the  bag- 
gage truiiw,  Mill  reunled  the  inoruh  of  the  troops; 
ao  that  it  was  near  Runri»e  of  a  bright,  frosty 
morning,  wJion  Washington  reached  the  bri<lge 
over  Stony  nrnolc.  uliout  three  mile^  from  Prince- 
ton. After  crosning  the  bridge,  he  le<l  his  troops 
along  the  bank  of  the  brook  U>  tlie  etige  of  a 
wood,  whore  a  by-road  led  off  on  lie  right 
through  low  grounds,  and  was  said  by  the 
guides  to  be  a  short  cut  to  Princeton,  anil  less 
exposL-il  to  view.  By  this  road  Wasliiiigton  de- 
filed with  the  main  ))ody,  ordering  Mercer  to 
continue  along  the  brook  with  his  brigade,  until 
ho  should  arrive  at  the  main  roati,  where-he  was 
to  secure,  and  if  possible,  destroy  a  bridge  over 
which  it  passes  ;  so  as  to  intercept  any  fu^tives 
from  PriuceWn,  and  check  any -retrograde  move- 
ments, of  the  British  troops  which  might  hnre 
advanced  towards  Trenton. 

Hitherto  tlie  movemeuta  of  the  Americans  had 
been  undiscovered  by  the  enemy.  Three  reg- 
iments of  the  latter,  the  17th,  40th,  and  55th, 
with  three  iroojis  of  dragoons,  had  been  quar- 
tered all  night  in  Princeton,  under  marehiiig 
ordera  to  join  Lord  Comwallis  in  the  morning. 
The  I7th  regiment  under  Colonel  llawbood,  was 
already  on  the  march ;  the  5.7th  regiment  was 
preparing  to  follow.  Mawhood  had  crossed  the 
bridge  by  which  the  old  or  main  road  to  Trenton 
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ucn  having  no  wcflpui)  ot'  the  kitid,  were  thrown 
ipto  disorder  ami  retreated.  Mercer,  who  waa 
on  foot,  eudeavored  to  rally  them,  when  &  blow 
irom  the  butt  end  of  a  musket  felled  liim  to  the 
ground.  He  rut^e  and  defended  himself  with  his 
Bwnrd,  but  was  giirrouiided,  bayoneted  repeat- 
edly, nnd  left  for  dead. 

Mawhood  pursued  tlie  broken  and  retreating 
troops  to  the  brow  of  the  rising  ground,  on  which 
Clark's  houae  was  situated,  wheti  he  beheld  a 
large  force  eTOerj,'ing  from  a  wood  and  advauciug 
to  the  rescue.  It  was  a  body  of  Pennsylvania 
militja,  which  Woshiugton,  on  hearing  the  firing, 
had  detached  to  the  support  of  Mercer.  Maw- 
hood iusWntly  ceased  pursuit,  drew  up  his  artil- 
lery, nnd  I^  a  heavy  discharge  brought  the  mili- 
tia to  a  stand. 

At  this  moment  Washington  himself  arrived 
at  the  scene  of  action,  having  galloped  from  the 
by-road  in  advance  of  bis  troops.  From  a  ris- 
ing ground  be  beheld  Mercer's  troops  retreat- 
ing in  confusion,  and  the  doUcbment  of  militia 
checked  by  Mawhood'a  artillery.  Everything 
was  at  peril.  Putting  spurs  to  his  horse,  he 
dashed  past  the  hesitating  militia,  waving  his  bat 
and  cheering  them  on.  Ilia  commanding  figare 
and  white  borse  mode  bim  a  conspicuous  object 
for  the  Guemy's  marksmen  but  be  heeded  it  not. 
Galloping  forward  under  the  fire  of  Alawhood's 
battery,  be  called  upon  Mercer's  broken  brigade. 
The  Petm  sylvan  iaus  rallied  at  the  sound  of  his 
voice,  and  caught  lire  from  his  einrople.  At 
the  same  time  the  7th  Virginia  regiment  emei^ed 
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(ran  ike  wood,  nd  »onid  IbmtM  wiili  tiMil 
dMCK.  wbile  a  fin  of  giupcihirt  m*  oprtn^l  hy 
Capuin  Moulder  of  the  AuMrinU)  unilloni-.  (hvu 
the  bmw  of  a  ridge  lo  ttM>  fmilb. 

CotoDel  3JawbiMMl>  vbo  a  nhiuMMil  bofitrv  hiti) 
tbougbt  his  LriuiuiJi  s«curv,  found  hinwlf  mmUoI 
on  every  side,  and  se)ianilu()  (Kim  tlie  iitlior  Urit* 
ish  regiments.  He  fiiuglil,  buwuvnr.  wJili  grt'at 
bravery,  and  for  a  sliort  (itii^  \\i«  iK'tioti  whu  (1«. 
perate.  Woshingloii  was  in  llic  luidit  of  fti 
equally  eudaagered  by  t)io  random  Km  uf  bU 
own  meu,  and  the  artilku-y  and  muikulry  of  tlia 
enemy.  ICs  aido-de-comp,  Ciilonul  Kitx^p'rwld. 
a  young  and  aniout  Irinhuiani  Imhm  Hi](lil  uf  liliu 
in  the  h^al  of  llio  light  when  mivo](i[K<d  In  dn«l 
and  smuko,  drop|H)d  Uiu  bridld  un  tha'ntn-k  of  liU 
horse  and  dmw  tiig  hat  ovor  bin  iiytu,  givhi))  blin 
up  for  lost.  When  he  aaw  bbti,  bowdvi'r,  itinnrgH 
from  the  cloud,  waving  hi*  lint,  and  Imlicld  lliu 
enemy  giving  wayi  be  spurrud  up  to  bin  nIiIo. 
"  Tbank  Gwl,"  said  ho,  "  your  ICxnilli'iny  i* 
safe!"  "Awny,  my  dnar  (uiloiitil,  aiiil  bi'iriK  h\i 
the  tniopt,"  wuB  tbu  mply  t  "  tbn  iluy  la  niii' 
own  1 "  It  was  one  uf  ihotu  ocxwsIiiijn  hi  wliMi 
the  latent  fire  of  Wu»hiti|{toti'ii  cbanuiUT  Itlawtl 
forth. 

Mawho»<],  by  this  liini),  hiul  TurMul  hi*  way,  at 
the  puinl  of  the  bayotiut,  ibiouicb  ||ulbHriii((  (mm. 
though  with  boBvy  ki«,  baok  to  tint  main  iiwl, 
and  wu  in  full  retreat  towards  Trvnlirn  In  Juiti 
Cornwolti*.  Wiwhinglon  dulBcM  Mnjor  Kully 
with  a  party  of  PeoiMylvaitia  lrfio|M,  lo  lUmiruy 
the  biidgfi  al  SuMiy  Bnwk,  ovar  mUitit  UawlKiwl 
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had  retrealed,  so  as  to  impede  the  advaace  of 
General  Leslie  from  Maiden  Head. 

In  ibe  mean  lime  the  55[h  regiment,  whidi 
had  beeo  oo  the  left  and  Dearer  Priocelon,  had 
been  encountered  by  the  American  adrauce  guaid 
ntider  General  St.  Clair,  and  after  some  sharp 
fighting  in  a  rarine  had  given  way,  and  was  re- 
treating acroes  fields  and  along  a  by-road  to  Bruns- 
wig. The  remnliiiDg  regiment,  the  40(ii,  had 
not  been  able  to  oome  up  in  time  for  the  action  ; 
a  part  of  it  fled  toward  Bruuswick ;  llie  residue 
took  refuge  iu  the  college  at  Princeton,  recently 
occupied  by  ihem  as  barracks.  Artillery  was 
now  brotight  to  bear  on  the  college,  and  a  few 
shot  compelled  those  within  to  surrender. 

In  this  brief  but  brilliant  action,  abont  one 
hundred  of  the  British  were  left  dead  on  the  fieU. 
and  nearly  three  hundred  taken  prisooers,  four- 
teen of  whom  were  officers.  Among  the  slain 
was  CnptaiQ  Leslie,  son  of  the  Earl  of  Leveu. 
His  death  was  greatly  lameuted  by  hb  captured 
companions. 

The  loss  of  the  Americans  whs  about  tweniy- 
five  or  thirty  men  and  seceral  officers.  Among 
the  latter  was  Colonel  Haslet,  who  had  distin- 
goislied  himself  throughout  the  campa^n,  by  be- 
ing among  the  foremost  in  serrices  of  danger. 
He  was  indeed  a  gallant  officer,  and  gallantly  sec- 
onded by  hb  Delaware  troops. 

A  greater  loss  was  that  of  Generiil  Uereer. 
He  was  said  to  be  either  dead  or  dying,  in  tbs 
house  of  Mr.  Clark,  whither  he  had  been  con- 
veyed    by   hb   aide-de-camp.  Major  Armstrong. 
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reeled  iu  stealthy  march.  By  sunrise,  howeveTf 
there  was  the  booming  of  cannon,  like  the  ram- 
hLiig  of  iliiitant  (huniler,  in  the  direction  of  Prince- 
ton. 'Die  iilua  Hashed  upon  him  that  Washingtou 
hail  not  merely  escaped,  bat  was  about  to  make 
a  ilash  at  the  British  magazines  at  Brunsnick. 
Alarmed  fur  tlie  safety  of  his  military  stores,  his 
lorJsliip  forthwitli  broke  np  his  camp,  and  made 
a  rapid  march  towards  Princeton.  Ashe  arrived 
in  liigbt  of  the  bridge  over  Ktony  Brook,  he  l)eheld 
Major  Kelly  and  his  party  busy  in  its  destruction. 
A  distant  dischsrge  of  round  shot  from  his  tield- 
piecee  drove  them  away,  bnt  the  bridge  was  already 
broken.  It  would  take  time  to  repair  it  ibr  the 
passage  of  the  artillery ;  so  Cornwallis  iu  his  im< 
jiaiience  urged  his  troops  breast-high  through  the 
turbulent  and  icy  stream,  and  again  pushed  for- 
ward. He  was  ttrought  to  a  stand  by  the  dis- 
charge of  a  thirty-two  pounder  trom  a  disifuit 
breastwork.  Supposing  the  Americans  to  be 
there  in  force,  and  prepared  to  make  resistance, 
he  sent  out  some  horsemen  to  reconnoiter,  and 
advanceil  to  storm  the  battery.  There  was  no 
one  there.  The  thirty-two  pounder  liad  been  left 
behind  by  the  Americans,  as  loo  imwieidy,  and 
a  match  had  Ix^cn  applied  to  it  by  some  lingerer 
of  Washington's  rear-guard, 

Without  further  delay  Cornwallis  hurried  for^ 
ward,  eager  to  save  his  magazines.  Crossing  the 
bridge  at  Kingston,  ho  kept  on  along  the  Bnms- 
wick  road,  supposing  Washington  stiU  before  him. 
The  latter  hod  got  fiir  iu  the  lulvance,  during  the 
delays    caused  by  the    broken    bridge  at  Stony 
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Brook,  mud  the  duchu^  of  tbe  dur^-two 
poaiwler;  vdA  tbc  iJursttion  of  hi*  cmme  at 
KliigMoD  \aA  carrieil  bun  comptetelj'  mit  of  the 
way  of  OomiTDllu.  Hm  lordaliip  retKh«iI  Brmw- 
wick  towutli  eveuing,  uid  endeavored  to  coiuole 
himMlf,  by  the  saftty  of  the  militarj  stores,  for 
betug  «o  completely  foiled  and  out  manenvend. 

Wiuhington,  in  the  mean  time,  was  all  on  the 
alert;  tliclionpartofbUnatnrewaHarotued;  atui 
while  hit  wear;  troops  were  in  a  manner  panting 
upon  the  ground  around  htm,  he  was  dispatching 
miwuves  and  calling  out  aid  to  enuble  him  to  fol- 
low up  his  sa«%Me«-  In  a  letter  to  PnUiain, 
written  from  I'luckamin  during  tbe  holt,  he  says : 
"  The  enemy  appear  to  be  panic-atruck.  I  am  in 
bopOH  of  driving  themont  of  tbe  Jerseys.  March 
thu  truops  andor  your  command  to  CroMwicks, 
anil  k(v.!p  II  Htrict  watch  npon  the  enemy  in  this 
(junrtijr.  Keep  ns  many  spiea  out  as  you  think 
proper,  A  number  of  hiirsemen  in  the  dress  of  the 
country  must  be  kept  constanlly  going  backwarda 
and  forwards  for  this  purpose.  If  yon  discover 
any  molJiiD  of  tho  enemy  of  consequeQce.  let  roe 
be  informed  tlierenf  as  soon  aa  possible,  by  cxpreBS." 

To  General  Heatli,  also,  who  was  stationed  in 
tbe  Highlands  of  the  Hudson,  he  wrote  at  tlie 
iatne  Iiurricid  momciit  "  The  enemy  are  in  great 
consternation  ;  and  as  the  panic  affords  us  a  fa- 
vorablo  opportunity  to  drive  tliem  out  of  the  Jer- 
sey!, it  baa  beeu  determined  in  council  that  yon 
shouhl  move  down  towartls  New  York  with  a  con- 
sidorablo  force,  us  if  yon  had  a  design  upon  the 
city.     That  being  an  object  of  great  importance; 
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